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1. Name of Property
historic name Paonia First Christian Church

other names/site number Paonia Christian Feiiowshio. 5DT.1375

2. Location

street & number 235 Box Elder Avenue [N/A] not for publication

city or town Paonia

[N/A] vicinity
state Coloradocode CO county Delta code 029 zip code 81428

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this > nomination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S meets Q7 es not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant 1 nationally
[ stat8v/ia8/S locally. { 1 See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

. . . . state Historic Preservation Officer
Signature of certifying official/Title

rDate
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation. History Colorado
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria.
(T See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| heredy cjT®fy that the property is :

5/6% red inthe Nationai Register
1 See continuation s heet.
D determined eiigible for the
Nationai Register
1 See continuation s heet.
D determined not eiigible for the
National Register.
D removed from the National Register
1 See continuation s heet.
1 other, explain
N See continuation s heet.

Date of Action



Paonia Christian Fellowship
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property

(Check only one box)

[X] private [X] building(s)
[ ] public-local [ ] district
[ ] public-state [ ] site
[ ] public-Federal [ ] structure
[ ] object

Name of related multiple property listing.
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Function

(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/religious facility
DOMESTIC/sinole dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/Romanesque Revival

Narrative Description

Delta County. Colorado
County/State

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not count previously listed resources.)

Contributing Noncontributing
| 2 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
| 2 Total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National Register.

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
RELIGION/religious facility
DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation = STONE. STUCCO

walls STONE/sandstone. WOOD

roof ASPHALT. METAL
other METAL/lead. GLASS

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

Located at the corner of 3* St. and Box Elder Ave., the two-story Paonia Christian Fellowship is an

imposing in Romanesque Revival style church. The building is in the heart of the residential area,
along with several other churches. The town has a long-standing religious identity marked by the high
density of churches in the small town. Each of these religious buildings has a distinct architectural
style, adding to the character of the town setting. Also on the property are a simple parsonage and a
non-contributing garage, but the massive stone church building dominates the property and defines the
character of the site. The town of Paonia, settled in 1880 and incorporated in 1902, is located at the
eastern edge of Delta County. Built along the North Fork River, the town is encircled by orchards,
which have defined the areas agricultural history. Most of the current 1,500 residents, however, are
employed by one of the nearby operating coal mines.

Church Building (contributing building, 1906)

Exterior

The building is two stories tall and has a full basement. The exterior walls are of regularly coursed,
rusticated sandstone with the largest block measuring approximately 2' x 1’. The foundation is also
sandstone, but has been covered in stucco for many years. The multi-planed roof has asphalt shingles
and consists of a central hipped roof with a globe finial atop the highest peak, and projecting gables on
the north, west, and south with a short gabled wing on the east.

A distinctive feature is the round, three-story, crenellated tower on the northwest corner of the building.
The tower features a graduated buttress at the northwest edge of the building, with a single, double-
hung stained-glass window on either side at the mid-story level, and a double-hung stained-glass
window at the eastern-most and southern-most edges of the tower at both the second and first-story
level. The third story is differentiated by a thin, rounded belt course at both the base and the top with
arched, four double-hung stained-glass windows that are equally spaced around the tower, each
featuring a segmented stone arch surround. A 1962 photograph shows these windows as containing
glass block, but those windows were subsequently returned to stained glass. The crenellation on the
top of the tower was originally stone but replaced with dark cinderblock.

The west fagade (front) features the main entrance to the building with contemporary double doors
covered by a porch, and steps leading down on the north and a contemporary accessibility ramp to the
south. The entryway is surmounted by a three-light arched stained-glass transom. In the bay formed
by the projecting gable to the south is flanked on either side with a wall, flanked on either end by
graduated pilasters, that projects out from the entrance bay and the gable end projects further out from
that wall. The roof is pierced by a brick chimney to the north of the gable. Within the gable end are a
row of three windows at the base to provide light to the basement, three double-hung stained-glass
windows on the main floor level, and a large stained-glass clerestory window above. The clerestory
consists of a band of three double-hung stained-glass sashes surmounted by three fixed stained-glass
windows, which replicate the arched transom over the entrance. All windows in the building are wood
framed with stone sills and lintels for the square window openings and stone sills and segmented
arches for the arched windows.

The north fagade is similar to the west fagade in that at one time there was an additional entrance to
the building from 3% St. That has since been enclosed vwth glass blocks (possibly dating to 1962) and
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there are currently no steps leading up to this former entrance. Otherwise the window and bay
arrangement is identical to the west fagade.

The east fagade (rear) is a simple sandstone block wall with decorative wood shingles in the gable,
which on the interior houses the bema and projecting apse. The pattern of the shingles within the
gable is two rows of square shingles, topped by seven rows offish-scale shingles, topped by three
rows of square shingles, topped by twelve rows of diamond shingles, then one row of square shingles,
then eleven rows of fish-scale shingles, and finally two rows of square shingles at the gable’s peak.

The south fagade has a covered entrance to the basement. The southwest facing wall has a set of
three single-pane square windows, which are on the balcony level. Also, on the southeast side ofthe
building is another entry door to the main level.

Alterations

Other than previously stated changes, the only major alteration to the building was the addition of the
accessibility ramp in 1980, completed by stone mason Albert Kloos. While made of the same
sandstone as the building, it is differentiated in style by having randomly coursed ashlar whereas the
building is regularly coursed quarry ashlar. This addition not only provided access for the handicapped
and eliminated the narrow, steep entry steps.

Interior

The interior of the building has a high arched ceiling featuring exposed wood beams. The walls and
ceiling are plaster. The main floor of the sanctuary is carpeted and slopes to the front of the sanctuary.
On the second floor, a large balcony wraps around the north and west sides of the nave. Most of the
interior finishes are original, including the decorative light fixtures, the pews, and the lectern.

The tower interior, which serves as the narthex, has a central circular stain/vay leading to the balcony
area. On either side of the stainway are stairs leading to the basement. At the balcony level another
small set of stairs leads to the “Crows Nest” or Tower Room.

The basement houses two offices, classrooms, two bathrooms, a nursery, kitchen and fellowship hall,
which has periodically undergone redecorating. The basement is accessed by the stairs coming from
the narthex, a narrow stair leading from the bema, and an exterior entrance.

Parsonage (non-contributing building, 1904)

The frame building was constructed in 1904 and can be seen in pictures ofthe early construction of the
church where it is denoted as the parsonage. Originally privately owned, the congregation purchased
the property in March 1962 to continue serving as a parsonage. The house is a one-and-a-half story,
gabled building in a T-shaped plan with a front-gable projection next to a shed-roof porch on the
primary fagade (west side). It retains the original wood, clapboard siding and original windows. At the
rear (east side) of the building is another shed roof covering the rear entrance. The interior contains a
kitchen/dining room space, living room, three bedrooms, one and a half bathrooms, and a patrtial
basement. The congregation remodeled the house in 2007 to update the wiring and plumbing, replace
the kitchen cabinets and appliances. While the house originally only had one full bathroom, as part of
the 2007 remodeling, they added a half bathroom. The metal standing-seam roof was also replaced in
2007.
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Garage (non-contributing buiiding, moved 1988)

The congregation moved a small, front-gabled garage onto the property in 1988. It sits in the back of
and to the east of the parsonage and church. While it retains its original wood siding and door, as the
garage was moved to the property outside of the period of significance, it is considered non-
contributing.

Integrity
The property, particularly from the street-side view shed, has remained largely unchanged over the

course of the past century, maintaining its integrity of setting, location, feeling, and association. The
majority of materials of the church remain intact. The design of the church, both interior and exterior,
retains a high level of integrity. The church’s integrity of workmanship not only remains high, but
serves as a character defining feature of this vernacular interpretation of Romanesque Revival
architecture.
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(~rk "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.)

[ 1 A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

[ 1 B Propertyis associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[X] A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

[ 1 B removed from its original location.

[ 1 C a birthplace or grave.

[ 1 D acemetery.

[ 1 E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
[ 1] F acommemorative property.

[ 1 G lessthan 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

Delta County. Colorado
County/State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Periods of Significance
1906- 1908

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person(s)

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above).

N/A

Culturai Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Hester. J.K.

(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested

1 previously listed in the National Register

O previously determined eligible by the National Register

1 designated a National Historic Landmark

1 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:

Estate Historic Preservation Office
1 Other State Agency

1 Federal Agency

1 Local Government

D University

1 Other

Name of repository:.
History Colorado
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Paonia First Christian Church is eligible to the National Register under Criterion C in the area of
Architecture from 1906 to 1908 at the local level of significance. The architecture of the building is an
excellent example of Romanesque style church as interpreted by local craftsmen. As a property
owned by a religious institution for religious purposes that is being nominated primarily for its
architectural style, this property meets the burden of Criterion Consideration A. While the historic
name was “Paonia First Christian Church,” a 2002 split ofthe congregation resulted in one group
retaining the historic building with a new name and one group retaining the historic name with a new

building.

Architectural Significance
In 1906 the land on 3" Street was deeded to the church and pastor J.K. Hester dreamed of a beautiful

house ofworship. As far as is known, Mr. Hester was the principal designer of the building with a Mr.
McMillian designing the roof. Construction of the building was begun in 1906 and completed in 1908.
The stone walls today are a testament to the skill of local stonecutters: Al Hurst, Sege Stratton and
Bert Edwards. The cornerstone was laid on July 28, 1907, in an impressive ceremony drawing’one of
the largest crowds ever assembled in Paonia. The iron box in the cornerstone contains a copy of the
New Testament, a one dollar bill, contemporary copies of the local nhewspapers, the church paper and

a list of the membership. '

The stones used in forming the foundation and walls were quarried from the back (east) of what is
called Mount Jumbo, northeast of Paonia. The brush bridges across the gulches required to reach the
guarry site were built by R.J. Decker and his son Orange. These men also quarried, hauled, and laid
the foundation stones. Skids were made of long cedar logs anchored together to form a ramp up
which the stones were rolled into the wagon beds.The stones were from large sections that had broken
off the ledges naturally and rolled to lower ground. The stones were carefully chosen and worked into
usable size. Stones for the inside walls were quarried north of Paonia to the east of the old Converse
Mine. Albert Campbell and W.T. Bross hauled much ofthis. By September 18, 1906, there was ample

stone on the grounds.

French and Russell placed an ornament on the top ofthe church. The finial is a large globe resting in
a crescent of nickel plated copper, gilded with gold leaf, and was constructed by local craftsman, E.E.
Bryan. J.K. Hester had requested this style of finial as representing “Christ in the world.”

In the June 18, 1910, edition of The Booster, editor Clinton Oliver wrote the following:

Who among the residents of Paonia is not proud ofthe building erected by the congregation of
the Christian Church of this city? Does not every stranger have it pointed out to him as a mark
ofthe greatness of Paonia’s progress? This is undoubtedly the case, and yet practically none
of those who are so proud of the structure know or realize for an instant the wonderfully hard
work and sacrifice that has made the church a possibility. There is certainly a mountain of
sacrifice and Christian devotion bound up in the walls of this beautiful church structure.

The Romanesque Revival style, whose character defining features include rough cut stone and
rounded arch entranceways, was a popular architectural trend in the late nineteenth century While
this style reached its peak popularity on the East Coast in the 1880s, the style persisted in Colorado
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into the turn of the twentieth century. Due to the expense of construction, this grand style was primarily
used in religious, civic, or commercial architecture. Favored for American religious architecture during
this period, this style of architecture harkens back to the medieval churches and monasteries of Europe
as derived through Ecole des Beaux-Arts-inspired architectural education.®

The interior of the church is an auditorium plan with a small narthex in the tower with most of the
building devoted to a large nave that served as the sanctuary space. In the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century, Protestant denominations experienced a shift in religious educational philosophy
resulting in a strong emphasis on Sunday school programs. Auditorium plans were popularized by a
style known as the Akron Plan, which was available in pattern books. There is no evidence that the
craftsmen who designed and built this church used one ofthose pattern books, but by the time they
were constructing this building, auditorium plans were the preferred style of Protestant church
construction.

Just as the exterior showcases the skills of local stonemasons, the simple nave highlights the skills of
master carpenters in the decorative detailing at the ends of curving, crisscrossing beams on the ceiling,
which emphasize the clerestory windows. Local craftsmen also crafted the lectern, which is original to
the building.

Developmental History

The congregation of the First Christian Church was formed in 1898. In June 1918, three Paonia
churches — Friends, Congregational, and Christian Church — joined in federation under the Rev. C.G.
Stout, forming the Community Church. This union lasted until 1926.

Over the years the church has been used for community activities. Before the high school was built
the baccalaureate and commencement e>ercises were held at the church. Also, many concerts and
cantatas were preformed at the church, the last one being Handel's Messiah on December 1,2001.
On September 7, 2008, the congregation held a celebration ofthe 100-year anniversary of the
completion of the building.

" New York Landmarks Conservancy, “The Romanesque Revival,” Common Bond (May 1997); Colorado Historical

Society, “Romanesque Revival,” Colorado's Historic Architecture and Engineering (Denver, CO: Colorado
Historical Society, 2008).
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

The major source of information for this presentation was taken from a hand written history compiled
by Hazel Wood as told to her by Edith Decker. Edith was the daughter of R.J. Decker, one of the
builders of the church.

Other sources:

Colorado Historical Society, “Romanesque Revival,” Colorado's Historic Architecture and Engineering
(Denver, CO: Colorado Historical Society, 2008).

New York Landmarks Conservancy, “The Romanesque Revival,” Common Bond (May 1997).
The Newspaper (Paonia), December 11,1908

The Booster (Paonia), June 18, 1910

The Paon/an June 3,1918

Recent events by Earlana Sims
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Name of Property County/State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References o
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1. 13 275101 4305152 (NAD27)
Zone Easting Northing . .
The UTM reference point was derived
2. from heads up digitization on Digital
Zone  Easting Northing Raster Graphic (DRG) maps provided
to OAHP by the U.S. Bureau of Land
3. Management.
~one Easting Northing
4,
Zone  Easting Northing [ ] See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By
namelftitle Earlana Sims (for property owner)
organization Paonia Christian Fellowship date 10/18/2010
street & number telephone.
city or town Paonia state CO Zip code 81428
Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the
Maps property.
A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the .
property's iocation. Additional Items
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional
having large acreage or numerous resources. items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)
name PAONIA CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
street & number 235 Box Elder Aye. .telephone 970-527-3161
city or town Paonia state CO .Zip code 81428

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to range from approximately 18 hours to 36 hours depending on several factors including, but
not limited to, how much documentation may already exist on the type of property being nominated and whether the property is being nominated as part of a Multiple Property
Documentation Form. In most cases, it is estimated to average 36 hours per response Including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and
completing and reviewing the form to meet minimum National Register documentation requirements. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form
to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, 1849 C St., NW, Washington, DC 20240.



NPS Form 10-900-a  (8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 10 Page 7_ Paonia Christian Fellowship, Delta County, Colorado

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

Lots 1-5 Haley's Addition to Paonia, Block 4, Sec. 6. T14S, R91W , 6PM.

Boundary Justification
The property boundaries include all resources historically associated with the Paonia First Christian

Church, which is also the legal property boundary.
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG
The following information pertains to all photograph numbers except as noted:
Photographer: Earlana Sims

Date of Photographs: September 13, 2010 (Photos 1-13), November 30, 2010 (Photos 14-17)
Negatives: Digital

Photo No. Photographic Information

0001 West facing side (front of church)

0002 South facing side

0003 North facing side

0004 East facing side (back of church)

0005 Foyer, entry doors

0006 Southwest corner of sanctuary/West balcony
0007 Stained glass windows/above west balcony
0008 West wall

0009 North balcony/north section main level

0010 South wall

0011 Southeast corner (taken from west balcony)
0012 Stained glass windows/above north balcony
0013 Main floor (taken from west balcony

0014 Back of parsonage (north-east corner)

0015 South side of parsonage (south-east corner)
0016 Front of parsonage (west side)

0017 Garage (north-east corner)

Historic Photograph Log

HOO01 Stone cutter, Sege Stratton, working on tower

H002 Finished building, minus ornament on top and stained glass windows. June 17, 1908
HO03 Building in progress, April 2, 1908

HO004 June 17, 1908.

HO05 Building in progress, early 1908

HO06 Easter Sunday, March 31,2002, photograph by Vic Ullrey

HOO7 Easter Sunday, April 22,1962
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Sketch Map
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Historic Photographs
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HOO01. stone cutter, Sege Stratton, working on tower
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HO02. Finished building, minus ornament on top and stained glass windows. June 17, 1908
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HO03. Building in progress, April 2, 1908
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HOO04. June 17, 1908.
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HOO05. Building in progress, early 1908
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HO06. Easter Sunday, March 31,2002, photograph by Vic Ullrey



NPSForm 10-900-a (8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _Page 17 Paonia Christian Fellowship, Delta County, Colorado
ri. i-f A. ¢
\ *n
o3 r't

w?7?

mm.

HOO7. Easter Sunday, April 22, 1962
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