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1. Name CO~TKA

historic David Fisher Atwater Camp

and/or common (preferred)

2. Location

Camp Atwater

street & number shore Road'*—

city,town North Brookfield Ajn' vicinity of
1
state Massachusetts code 025 county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
district public occupied
X building(s) X private unoccupied
structure both X_worl< in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
. Object in process X yes:restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

being considered

4. Owner of Property

"flTie Urban League of Springfield
street & number 756 State Street
city,tonn  Springfield Hi frvicinity of

HCRS use only

MAR 181J8Z
g""""" APRIS JSg

M" not for publication

congressional district Second
Worcester code 027
Present Use
agriculture museum
commercial park
educational private residence
. entertainment religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military X other: Recreation

sate M assachusetts 01109

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester

street & number

city, town Vfarcester

County Registry of Deeds

state M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

m{gntory of theHistoric Assets of theOonﬁrggltr\]/\gal

date 1979

depository for survey records

property been determined elegible®

Massachusetts Historical

N
yes A no

. federal X state county local

Commission

state Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered X original site

X good ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
Canp Atwater is located inthe small central Massachusetts town of North Brookfield on the shore

of Lake Lashaway. | t enconpasses 67 acres of land on both sides of Shore Road; 50 acres remain
undevel oped. Interior access i s gained by a U shaped road which extends south toward the |ake.
Atwater includes 325 feet of |akefront propertywith a retaining wall and beach. In addition, the

canp owns a three acre island which once housed a canper hut. This was destroyed, but it sstone
fireplace remains.

Twenty-four buildings, most constructed between 1921 and 1945, stand on the canp grounds.  The
maj or buildings, such as the Main Lodge, Recreation Hall, and Dining Hall, are ranged about the
access road while the fourteen canpers' cabins surround them Additionally, the canp grounds i n-
clude such recreational facilities as basketball and tennis courts and basebal |l fields.
Individual buildings are described bel ow

The Main Lodge (building #1; photo #1) is a two-story, rectangul ar plan building enclosed by a
broad gable roof. | tis surrounded by a partially enclosed verandah. Fenestration, i s irregular
on all elevations, but wi ndows generally contain tfiulti-paned double hiing sash.

The Recreation Hall (building #2; photo #2) is nearly identical to the Main Lodge. |t s major
feature isits broad gabled roof which extends out to forma one story porch.

The ol dest structure on the canp grounds is the Wite Cottage (building #7; photo #S) which was
built in 1760 by Roger Stevens. | tis a traditional 2% story, 5-bay, center hall house with twin
rear wall chimeys. Itsoriginal design has been somewhat obscurred by the addition of a c. 1870
one story porch to itsfacade. The porch's shed roof is supported on turned posts with decora-
tively sawn heads.

Anot her building which pre-dates the canp i s the West Annex (building #9; photo #t). This is a
simple two story structure with a gable end orientation. A one story porch with turned posts ex-
tends across the facade.

The canpers' huts are similar indesign and all are quite small and sinmple. The senior hut
(building #11; photo #7,9) is representative. | tisa one story, rectangular plan structure en-
closed by a low ridge roof. | tis sheathed with shiplap and stands on concrete pilings. Its
summer use i svisually reinforced by the porch attached to it sfacade, and the continuous band
of windows set directly beneath the eaves.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
JK prehistoric X archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military X sociall
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900 - communications industry politics/government transportation
. invention other (specify)
‘ecreation
Specific dates 1921-1922 Builder/Architect NA

St at enent of Significance (in one paragraph)
CGanp Atwater possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, andworkmanship. |t i s
distinguished as thefirst andonly recognizedcanp for Blacks i nthecountry and so neets
criterion A° A nunber of it sgraduates have gone ontodistinguish thenselves inpublic life, so
it also neets Criterion B

Mary Atwater of Springfield donated 60 acres of land toDr. Wlliam DeBerry in nemory of her
father, David Fisher Atwater, i n1921. During thefirst season i n1921, 40 Black children were
enrolled at thecanp andenjoyed many activities such as tennis, sailing, baseball, and basket”
hall. The*liite Cottage (#7) acconodated these first campers andserved as thecenter of canp
activities. During thecanp's second season, theMiin Lodge wa™ built andserved a variety of
needs. Oher buildings have been constructed gradually as thecanp grew i npopularity.

In theearly years, the majority of canpers were from families of mddle andupper class Bl acks,
but  recently nore disadvantaged youngsters have attended. | nthebeginning, campers were al so
drawn primarily from New England, but duetoarapid increase i npopularity, canpers were soon
coming fromall over thecountry. This includes many distinguished Black Americans who attribute
much of their success t otheir stay at Ganp Atwater andt ot hecultural andenvironmental ex-
changes andstrong role nodels of | eadership experienced there. Listed below areseveral of Ganp
Atwater's well known alunm:

Col eman Young - Mayor, Detroit, Mchigan: Cliffton Wharton - Chancellor of theState University
of New York State at Albany; W /lliamHarris - District Court Judge, Washington, D. C, andhusband
of Patricia Harris, Secretary of HBW Rebecca Johnson - retired school principal, first Black
principal i nSpringfield, M\ Late Daniel "Chappie" James - Four Star General, andthe highest
ranking Black i ntheUS; Bobby Thonpson - Offensive Back for theDetroit Lions; Vade MRee -
Solicitor General, US Government; J. Tabor Bolden - Vice President, NBGC Washington, D.C
Ronald B. Lee- former Postmaster General, andcurrently a Xerox Senior Vice President;

Henry M Thonmas - youngest President of National Urban League.

The grounds of CGanp Atwater should be considered tohave t hepotential for thepresence of pre-
historic archaeol ogical remains. Bordering Lake Lashaway, thecanp i sapproxi mtely one quarter
mle north along thelake of theDrake Site, a large prehistoric site which has yielded
diagnostic artifacts representative of t heArchaic and Wodl and periods. GCanp Atwater i s found
in thesame environmental setting as theDrake Site andtherefore, nmay al so have been a site of
aboriginal occupation.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Temple, J. H, History of North Brookfield, 1887, Rand Avery, Boston-pp.470, 740.
 ntervi ew-December, 1978, Ms. Gulliver, Afro Cultural Center, Boston University
fistorical Background of Ganp Atwater-prepared by Springfield Urban League
i story of St. John's Congregational Church 1844-1962-copyright 1962, pps. 69, 70, 73,91
Soci ol ogi cal Survey of theNegro Population of Springfield, Mxby Dr. W N DeBerry, pub, by Dunbar

I Comuni ty L - 1940.
10. Geograph|ca| Data muni ty League
Acreage of nominated property 67 (dividprl by Shore Road)

Quadrangle name  East Brookfield Quadrangle scale 1 i'PIpOC)
HTM NOT wmm
Aled 1 A2 4 |Aiblaiol gi2iol id ML HhAol IyirAng1ol
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Ciild IMA~59J 11 olaiol 21010l A 1J1d 09 ludhdiidd
El Ul [e]e e I L J oL L

Hi JL

Verbal boundary descriptionand justification This nom nation consists of twoparcels of land dividec
‘rom east t owest by Shore Road. Parcel | (]7A.) i srecorded in B1876, P109 at t heRegistry of Dee
nd is bounded by Shore Rd. on thenorth. Land owned by Stickles on t heeast, Lake Lashaway on t he
south and | and owned by Martin on t hewest. Parcel |1 f5QA ) i srecorded in B2211, P549 at t he

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
1A

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Historical Comm ssion
nane/title Candace Jenkins, Register Director with Kathleen E Crevier, Chairperson, N Brookfiel

organi zation Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion date December, 1980
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617)-727-8470
. Boston Massachusetts

city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national .yX- state \ local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationai Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-

665, | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forthby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission ~jAAn

For HCRS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
n £-"NLered in the

eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 B35
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Registry of Deeds, and is bounded by the Nev England Power Co. to the north, land owned by
LheBIanc and Warner to the east, Shore Road to the south, and the New England Powea Co. to
the west.
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ReferSnce

Buildings and site

Sheet

locations

Ka.jor buildinrs iiiclu-*InG . bids, with plximbing

1.
2.

N o < w

9.
10.

Senior A'uts '

11.

12.
13.
\L,
15.
16.

Lodge
Recreation Hall ( Bebee Hall)
Dining Hall , ( Amnity Hall)
The Shelter ;' ;
The Pines # see’,
Infirnary

'Vliite CottPire

P*ast Annpx e .
West Annex ,

Harris Path House

Laura Stpbbins

".'eans VAt
GocdKi 11 ee- o o A
Pest on Hut

Islsnd Hut " ' ~

Lepcrry 'V

Junior Huts -

17. yarle? Hut

IP.  Pirches

19. L-akeviFv . "oe

20.  Altimni A
5Tr:all Huts ‘ ;

21.  Sunshine o

22. Cak Shadps

23. Y\m\ Shadf=s

2L,

Chosen Feu .

Other
( Farm Credit ) 27, Pro-“cped cite for

ReferrncTS
septic

, . System

29* Tr-nis CT.

+« 30.- Basf-bali Fj*id ~1

31. -2

32, .?5thinp ?rAch
'33; iPl-nd .

3*., v/ocdlEnd

35. Ggir-bc. {vrii house)
36,. TuTo House (under irround)

37. Parking

Other buildinrs

25. Arts and Crafts

26, Shov:i«*rs and Toilets
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Federal Agency:
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substantive

1. Name

2. Location

Classification

Cr««fry Onwlitii Matu* Uum

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

I imm aWOTHnwlI titglbl,?

7. Description

OwtMtM Cim.Il MM eiMck oo,
sie*H*ni dMOTtoraud unaH,fKl original %nm
good ruins (Mmd
Mr unaipoMd

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

PLACES

sy

Yo%

Whnit.dtt.tMD«p.rtm«ntofmurior

N.tlon.IP.rtcS.ry.c ggooHHII
Working No.
F«d. Rag Data: D . (
Date Duer  y/IMA'™™ - >>/VA-—
_ RETURN.
QAN A REJECT.
photos.
maps _i
appeal NR decision
Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

corrections cited below
reasons discussed below

no



8. Signtflcanco

emit—* ooy

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other
Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
Tka awliMlad MpnMcsnoe of ffila pro®ofty wHMn lhs Mais is:
o| mm local

t Mstortc PfMCvsltan OfNoof vI*nalurs

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date.

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504


































































ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REGJ STER F H STAR C LACES
STATE  MSSAGHEETTS

Date Entered ARL 15 1982
Nane Location
@p Avater North B ookf i el d

Vi cester Qounty

Lyman Block Brockt on
A ynouth Gounty

Curtis Building EOthtOR Dt
ymout h Gounty

Goldthwaite Block Brockt on
A ynouth Gounty

Howard Block Brockt on
A ynouth Gunty

Notified
Honor abl e Edvward P Bol and State Hstoric Preservation Oficer
Honorable Brian J. Donnel |y Ms. Patricia L Véslonski
Honor abl e Edvard M Kennedy Executive Director, Missachusetts
Honorable Paul E Tsongas H storical Gonmssion
294 \Mshington Street
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NPS Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504



