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1. Name
historic Landlord Fowler Tavern
and/or common Landlord Fowler Tavern
2. Location
street & number 171 Main Street not for publication
city, town Westfield N/A vicinity of iWMtatfife ~ First
state Massachusetts code 025 county Hampden code 013
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
J< building(s) J< private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worl< in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
171" being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
name Allen Ross
street & number 30 Court Street
city, town Westfield N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Hampden County Registry of Deeds
street & number 50 State Street
city, town Springfield state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 11/79
titte the Commonwealth has this property been determined eligible? X vyes no
date October 10, 1979 federal A state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered X origina site
good ruins N altered noved date A/ A
N fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Landlord Fower Tavern stands on Min Street in Wstfield near the confluence of the
Little and Westfield Rivers. |t presently occupies a small |ot in adensely devel oped
nei ghbor hood.

The three story tinber frane tavern is sheathed with clapboards and encl osed by a broad
ganbrel roof. It is nearly square in plan and has a central chimey rising throught he
riélzlgle| pole. Corners are trinmed with plain boards and the roof |ine with asinple

modi'| Iion cornice.

The symmetrical facade is five bays wde with acenter entry and flanking paired w ndows.
The entry, arecent reconstruction, is enframed by el aborately carved pilasters supporting
a nol ded entablature and broken scroll pediment. The wndows contain 12/12 doubl e hung
sash. Five wndows are located at the second story, above those of the first story. The

r oof isdpi erced by three pitched roof dorners. The secondary elevations are asymetrically
arranged.

The present appearance of the building is the result of arecent careful restoration
(certified by the Secretary of the Interior). This restorationcorrected a nunber of
changes whi ch had occurred earlier in this century: Dblocking of the central second story
facade w ndow, renoval of original sash, replacenment of the center chimrmey with twn

chi meys, and renoval of the elaborate Connecticut Valley doorway to the Metropolitan
Miseumof Art by Wl lace Nutting in 1916 and addi tion of a one story facade porch.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education _X_ military J<__social/
_X_1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government  _X_ transportation
Invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1761 Builder/Architect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Landlord Fower Tavern possesses integrity of location and design, and is locally
significant for itsrole as anearly tavern. |t neets criteria A& Cof the National Register
of Historic P aces.

Daniel Fower was |icensed to open atavern in 1761 which is the date generally ascribed
to the nomnated structure although itsactual construction date nay be sonewhat earlier.
Fow er was involved in tow affairs, serving in 177576 as a nentber of the Conmttee of

Correspondence, Inspection and Safety. The conmttee net at the tavern and the mlitia

nustered there as well. Vken the Revolutionary Ver ended, the townspeopl e of Westfield
celebrated at the tavern.

Fomitsinception as atavern in 1761 until apﬂroxi mately 1830, the Landlord Fow er Tavern
| odged travelersalong the Post Road. But in the period of 1825-1830, the Hanpshire and
HanF)den canal cane through Westfield, thus reducing traffic along the highway. Al so, Vést-
field s center was creeping westward, thus encouraging new taverns tospring up around

It.  Thus, the business declined and the tavern eventual |y becane purely a residence, with
the exception of 1885-1916 when HC Schaeffer bought the property and conducted acigar-
maki ng business on the premses. The present owner bought the house in 1950.

As a tavern in operation continuously for at least fifty-nine years, the Landlord Fow er
Tavern property nay be rich inhistoric archaeological remains. Varied forns of ceramc
and glassware representing a range of time are likely toexist in archaeological features
on the site. At the least, excavated historic archaeological mterials from the Landl ord
Fow er Tavern woul d represent a good sanpl e of colonial period material culture from
west ern Massachusetts.

In itsrestored condition, the tavern provides an excellent exanpl e of eighteenth century
Connecticut Valley design. |tssuperb entry is an exact reproduction of the one which
was renoved t othe Metropolitan Miseumof Art in the early twentieth century.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Bates, Wlliam G, "Pictures of Wstfield As |t Vés,” inVestern Hanpden Tinmes, Mirch 17,

1869 to August 3, 1870. o
Deeds, Hanpden Gounty Registry of Deeds, State Street, Springfield, Massachusetts.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .16
Quadrangle name JA~Ai . IPIWI[i£ld, Mass., Conn Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
UMT References

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached nap. The boundaries are delinated in red.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code
state N/A code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftile Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Lee David Hamberg

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date May, 1981
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state  Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for tne National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

istoric Preservation Officer signature  VAIIAA P AV j AXAANUHN

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission UAAAJ Zg) I"O—

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that thi*roperty is included in the National Register

Entered in the
gational Beglster  dae
Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Kel l ey, John Frederick,

Early Domestic Architecture of Connecticut, New York:
Publications, Inc., 1964 page 141.
Ki mbal I, Fiske,

Domestic Architecture of t heAnerican Col onies and of t heEarly Republic,
New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1966, p. 107, fig. 77.
Lockwood, Rev. John H, Westfield and Its Historic

Influences 1869-1919, Springfield, M
Springfield Printing and Binding Co., 1922, vol. 1, p. 567.

1853, 1855, 1870, 1884, 1894, and 1912.
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January 18, 1982

M. Patricia L Weslowski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street

Boston, M\ 02108

Dear M. Weslowski :

Your letter to Mayor McDernott dated Decenmber 23, 1981, was
turned over to the Historical Conmm ssion.

The Comm ssion voted at it sJanuary 4, 1982 meeting, to
inform the State Comm ssion of our desire to have the Landlord
Fowl er Tavern and the Octagon House formally presented for nomination
to the National Register of Historic Places. I tis our understanding
that the nom nations will be presented to the State Review Board soon
for nomination to the National Register.

V¢ have been working on this nomnation for sometime, and
trust that they will be accepted.

Very t.ruly yours,
Carl E Wal ker
Chai r man

48 Westwood Drive
Westfield, M 01085



City of Westfield, Massaeliiisetlts

DEPARTMENTof COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Patrick M. Condon
Director

January 20, 1982

M. Patricia Weslowski

State Historic Preservation Officer

Executive Director RECEIVED
Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion

294 \ashington Street JAN 25 1932
Bost on, M. 02108

MASS. HIST. COMM.
Dear M. Wesl| owski:

Pl ease accept our department's endorsement of the two pending Westfield
nom nations for National Register status: The Loom s Cctagon House, and
and the Landl ord Fowl er Tavern.

As you may know, the Landlord Fowl er Tavern has been carefully restored
through a concerted effort that involved Block Gant funds fromthis office.

The original doorway, which is now on display at the New York Metropolitan
Miseum f or its significance as an exenplar of Georgian period design, has
been accurately restored. Wth this restoration and others, the buildingi s,
we feel, the single nost important area exanple of the Georgian style, both
froman architectural and a historic point of view

The Loom s Cctagon House i s one of a handful of such homes remaining nation-
wide and i s the only one inour region. National Register status for this
building, which is now showing significant decay, would make its future
restoration far nore |ikely.

In conclusion, the Westfield Office of Community Devel opment heartily

endorses the inclusion of these two structures into the National Register
of Historic Places.

Very trul? yours

Patrick M Condon
Director

PMO I m

Municipal Building * 59 Court Street « Westfield, MA. 01085+ Telephone (413) 55879181
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Secretary of State

294 Washington Street
Boston, IVlassachusetts

Nio I\"niVAMI- Q2108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper —p-

Nati onal Register of Historic P aces

Nati onal Park Service
Departnent of the Interior /-y
.

' [ AALA

Vashington, DC 20243 /. -jr.-r0i.
Dear M. Shul | N 61
Encl osed youwi |l find thefollowing nomnation fons:

Becket : Becket Center Historic District (local) \ AN> PHESILIT ,
Billerica: Manni ng Manse (1 ocal) CANN LT pANLA
Lowel | : Al'len House (local)

Lowel | Sout h Gonmon Historic District (local)

Lowel | Véshi ngt on Square Historic District (local)

Lowel | : Vénesit Canal and Wi ppleMi || Conplex (Iocal)

Northanpton: DO nock Estate (local)
N Nestfield Landl ord Fow er Tavem (local - BDE 11/79)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qnanerswere notified of pending State
Revi ew Boar d consi deration 30 - 75 days before the meeting and were af forded

the opportunityto comment. Gmments received todate are attached to the

nom ntion forns.

Sincerely,

CGandace Je”infe
Regi stration Mirector

Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

Q) sac



