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The Darius David Johnston House, built in 1890-91, is a two-story shiplap
Bastlake building with cross gable shingle roof. Frent and side bay gables are
shingled and ornamented with decorative scrollwork. Spindle and bracketwork
ornament the front bay windows and two-story entrance porch,

The exterior design has not been altered. However, only one original
stained glass window remains. The front door retains its original etched
and stained glass work.

A semi-attached water tower, built in 1878 for an earlier house, became
the water tower for the Johnston House. The tower has its original pipes and

has not been altered. The stairs at the rear of the tower building were added
in 1930.

Originally the D.D. Johnston property consisted of 120 acres devoted to wine
grapes. During Prohibition, the ranch began raising prunes, avocados and citrus.
Today the surrounding acreage has been sold to housing development, leaving only
the house and water tower intact.
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'TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Darius David Johnston House is architecturally significant as one of
the few remaining two-story Eastlake houses in original condition built in the
Norwalk area. It is a fine example of an 1890's rural Eastlake two-story house,
and retains most of its original embellishment. The cross gables and front and
side bays are typically ornamented in Eastlake fashion,

Histerically, the house is significant as the residence of one of Norwalk's
leading pioneers, Darius David Johnston., He was instrumental in organizing the
Norwalk School District in 1880, and was a member of the board of directors of
the school system until his death in 1917.

Johnston was an humanitarian who helped the Japanese find employment, housing
and schooling when they immigrated to the area in the 1880's. He and his family,
through hie daughter, Cora Hargitt and grandson, Charles Hargitt, continued to
support the civic welfare of the Norwalk community. Norwalk has schools named
after D.D. Johnston and Cora Hargitt who was a teacher and principal in the
school system.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Bounded on the north by Mapledale Street; bounded on
the east by Hargitt Way; bounded on the south by a line parallel with and distant
200 feet south of Mapledale Street; and bounded on the west by a lire parallel

with a distant 50 feet west of Hargitt Way.
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Billie Robinson, Curator L/1L/78
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Gilbert Sproul Museum, City of Norwalk 213-86L-9663
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P.O. Box 71 12237 Sproul Street A
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE _____ LOCAL X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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