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\T he bu11d1ng is a tall high- ce111nged two-storied, rectangular struc-

good place for small-arms defense. Another unusual feature is the

- solid limestone rock but no cracks or visible,damage has resulted from
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4‘ E

The State Arsenal stands*’ on a hill at the head of Main Street overlooking
the main busmess prea of Frankfort and the State Capitol.

ture with very narrow eloﬁgated windows. The W1ndows which appear
at the front of the bu11d1«1<ig within the twin towers are only a few inches
wide. All windows that are-Jarge enough for a person to enter are pro-
tected by heavy honzonta;l” iron bars secured into the masonry on either
side of the window.Heavy iron gnllwork also protects the front and
side doors. - -

The walls are constructed of solid brick laid in a bonding pattern which
was seldom used in early 19th century brick work in this area. Each
course of brick is made of a header followed by two stretchers then
another header. This bonding pattern affords a good stability to the
wall and was most likely somewhat less costly than Flemish bond. The
bonding makes a very interesting oblique pattern of headers on the sur-
face of the building.

Perhaps the most distinctive architectural feature of the building is the
battlemented parapet which protects the flattened roof and provides a

continuous stone cap that covers both the merlons and the crenels. The
outline of the Arsenal gives the feeling of an old castle perched high™
above the palisades of.the river protecting the city against all invaders.

A railroad. tunnel has been cut directly under the building through the

the years of passmg freight trains.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The State Arsenal stands like a feudal castle at ¢t
guarding the town. For over a hundred years it has
of protection for the town of Frankfort. '

The first was razed. to provide building materials for the second which
w as destroyed by fire in 1836.

Pursuant to a legislative act in 1850, Commissioners were appointed to
select a site1"not less than one-half mile from the Capitol” and build on
it an arsenal for the preservationof the public arms of the state. The
site selected by the Commissioners was in the middle of the public road
from Frankfort to Lexington, which necessitated moving the road over to

- the north side of the hill. P v ol e et

In the early years of the War Betweén the States.' & latge force was
employed there preparing fixed ammunition. for the muzzle-loading arms|
Weapons for arming the regiments when they“Wwere first ‘organized and
‘ mustered inte the-service of the United States were stored in the Arsenal,

Although the state government of Kentucky remained in the Union, the
Confederates, enteringy from an unexpected direction, easily captured an
held the capital for a month in 1862. In 1861 the Confederates had sel-
ected their firstGovernor, George W. Johnson, and established their
capital at Russellville. Having lost their first Governor at the Battle of
Shiloh, they were in the process of inaugurating their second, Richard E.
Hawes, when they received word that Union forces were advancing on
Frankfort. They hastily departed, leaving the capital to the Union.

\Again in 1864, there was a threatened capture of the city by the South,
but they were repulsed by the cannon at the Arsenal ~~Sharpshooters were
posted on the roof, and the cannon, mounted near the door, threw an oc-
casional shot at the Confederate soldiers across the river to the south and
west. A Confederate sharpshooter, however, got the range of the cannon

Nt was preceded by two arsenals, built in the 1820's and 1834's respectively.
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and after several trials, puta b Pet among the men who were manning th
oun therebyycausing a considerable gcatter of soldiers.

(see continuation sheet)



Woody«aa:'d Thomas W., Sr., (Colonel, Kentucky National
Guard) "History Of The State Arsenal, Frankfort, Kentucky."
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 herebjfnom‘inate this property for inclusion
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# 8 Statement of Significance ’

After the War the Arsenal was used continuously for the storage and
distribution of arms and equipment for the Kentucky State Guard which
became the Kentucky National Guard in 1903; and the State Active
Militia. It was a busy place during the Night Rider troubles of 1907 -
1909, when nearly all the the guard was on active service .in the
tobacco districts for various lengths of time. The mobilization of the
National Guard in each of the World Wars made the Arsenal a bee-hive
of ;activity.

The State Arsenal is now in use housing various facilities of the Kentucky
Department of Military Affairs. Current tentative plans call for a mili-
tary museum to be established there.




