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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See~ l B@iWste!iGt!distei~ Places 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not alAlatlri tntl ~MiM/\ 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of s1grfiti'~l,l:e';' 'Efht~ or'/1~ 8 
categories and subcategories from the instructions. 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name: 
Other names/site number: 

New Sharon Bridge Additional Documentation - Removal 

---
Name of related multiple property listing: n/a 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

2. Location 
Street & number: Off South Side of Route 2 over Sandy River 
City or town: New Sharon State: Maine County: Franklin 
Not For Publication: n/a Vicinity: n/a 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I 
hereby certify that this __ nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property __ meets X does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

___ national __ statewide __ local 

Applicable National Register Criteria: 

__ A __ B __ C D --

MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property _ meets _ does not meet the National Register 
criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: Date 

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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National Park Service/ National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
0MB No. 1024-0018 

NEW SHARON BRIDGE ADDITIONAL 
DOCUMENTATION - REMOVAL 
Name of Property 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

_ entered in the National Register 

;te rmined eligible for the National Register 

_ etermined not eligible for the National Register 

removed from the National Register 

_ other (explain:) _____ ____,,,,,_,,,,,_ __ 

ignature of the Keeper 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private 

Public - Local 

Public - State 

Public - Federal 

Category of Property 

(Check only one box.) 

Building(s) 

District 

Site 

Structure 

Object 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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FRANKLIN COUNTY, MAINE 
County and State 

Date of Action 
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NPS Form 10-900 

NEW SHARON BRIDGE ADDITIONAL 
DOCUMENTATION - REMOVAL 
Name of Property 

National Park Service/ National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
0MB No. 1024--0018 

FRANKLIN COUNTY, MAINE 
County and State 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph 

(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the 
period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) (Refer to photographs) 

This documentation is presented to remove the New Sharon Bridge in New Sharon, Maine 
from the National Register of Historic Places. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.) 

The New Sharon Bridge (NR: 99001189) in New Sharon, Maine was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places on September 24, 1999 in recognition of its engineering 
significance. Erected in 1916 the structure was a rare surviving example of a long span, pin­
connected, Pennsylvania truss bridge. It was the last of three identified examples in Maine 
that were constructed between 1890 and 1916. Pin connections were the preferred field 
connections of late 19th century metal truss bridge builders because of the ease of design 
fabrication, and erection. After 1900, pin connections were largely superseded by riveted 
connections due to improvements in metallurgy and field pneumatic riveting equipment. 

Even at the time of its listing in the National Register the New Sharon Bridge was suffering 
deterioration of several of the construction elements. A highway bypass had been constructed 
parallel to the bridge in 1959, but the historic bridge was used for local traffic. After the bypass 
was constructed the state turned the bridge over to the town, but the cost of maintaining the 
structure was eventually beyond the reach of the community. In 1998 the Maine Department 
of Transportation (MOOT) officially closed the bridge and in 2014, fearing that its collapse was 
imminent MOOT felled the bridge through a series of controlled explosions. The bridge was 
photographed in 2001 by the Maine Historic Preservation Commission and entered into the 
Maine Historic Engineering Record. 

This additional documentation is submitted in order to remove the New Sharon Bridge from the 
National Register as per 36 CFR 60 .15 (a)( 1) because "the property has ceased to meet the 
criteria for listing in the National Register because the qualities which caused it to be originally 
listed have been lost or destroyed ... ". Copies of two newspaper articles recording the 
demolition of the building are enclosed. 

8. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.) 

Kreworuka, Karen ."'Cathedral' bridge," Sun Journal (Lewiston, Maine), July 7, 1998. 
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NPS Form 10-900 0MB No. 1024-0018 

NEW SHARON BRIDGE ADDITIONAL 
DOCUMENTATION - REMOVAL FRANKLIN COUNTY, MAINE 
Name of Property County and State 

"New Sharon Bridge, New Sharon, Maine." Maine Historic Engineering Record,# 21. (Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission: Augusta, Maine), 2001. 

"New Sharon bridge collapsed," Franklin Journal, February 28, 2014, 
http://thefranklinjournal.com/390/. 

Schroeder, Kaitlin. "New Sharon bridge falls after blast bust," Kennebec Journal, February 28, 
2014. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

0 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
r8J. previously listed in the National Register 
0 previously determined eligible by the National Register 
0 designated a National Historic Landmark 
0 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
0 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
D_recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # 

Primary location of additional data: 
r8J. State Historic Preservation Office 
0 Other State agency 
0 Federal agency 
0 Local government 
0 University 
0 Other 

Name of repository: __ 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): __ 

10. Form Prepared By 

name/title: Christi A. Mitchell, Architectural Historian 
organization: Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
street & number: 55 Capitol Street 
city or town: Augusta state: Maine zip code: 04333-0065 
e-mail: christi.mitchell@maine.gov 

telephone: (207) 287-1453 
date: 11 February 2015 
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NPS Form 10-900 

NEW SHARON BRIDGE ADDITIONAL 
DOCUMENTATION-REMOVAL 
Name of Property 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

UMl:I NO. 1U:.!4-UU1H 

FRANKLIN COUNTY, MAINE 
County and State 

• Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is 
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, 
Washington, DC. 
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BRIDGE WORK: 
Crews stand by as an 

excavator jackhammers 
the New Sharon bridge 
on Thursday. The initial 

controlled explosions 
failed to bring i:lown 

the historic bridge, but 
it was brought dowh 

several hours later by 
excavators. 

Staffplwto 
by Michael G. Seamans 

. , . £!:.~:, 

·;~~· 

New Sharon bridge falls after blast.bust 
BY KAITLIN SCHROEDER 

St.aff Write:r 

NEW SHARON -A century-old 
bridge came crashing down just 
after 5 p.m. Thursday, three hours 
after an initial blast of explosives 
failed to collapse the structure 
into the Sandy River and an exca­
vator had to finish the job. 

But when the truss eventually 
fell into the water, it landed up­

. right instead of on its side as the 

contractor had anticipated. 
"It just collapsed perfectly," said 

Project Manager Andy McPher­
son, of CPM Constructors. "It 
went straight down so we can ac­
tually use the bridge itself to get 
into the water." 

McPherson said the explosive 
charges initially did not knock the 
bridge down as planned because 
the company did not know about 
steel beams in the abutments, 
which were not listed in the bridge 

plans. 
"It's an old bridge and there just 

wasn't a lot of information avail­
able about its construction," he 
said. 

In the coming week, the steel 
beams will be cut into pieces and 
removed from the river. The en­
tire $346,000 project, funded by the 
state, is anticipated to continue 
into late March. 

The Maine Department of 
Transportation told New Sharon 

selectmen in November that the 
bridge was in danger of collapsing 
and the state would pay to remove 
it. The structure had significant 
cracks in the abutments, accord­
ing to the transportation depart­
ment. 

If the town had rejected the de­
partment's offer to demolish the 
bridge, which has been closed for 
two. decades, and it had collapsed 

BRIDGE, PAGE 1£\15 
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OMB No. 10(B4-0016
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This hum is lor use in nommaling or requssttng delsrminatians for indtvfoual properties anO 
Neifonal RspMer of Historic HscM Registrntlon Form (National Registar Bulletin ISA). Comi 
by entering the Infomtatton requested, tf an Item doss not apply to the property beirtg docum 
architectural dasslftcatton, malarials. arxl areas of signHIcarKs. enter only categories and subcategories tram the lostn

dietncis. See instructions In How h Cornplefe the f

ns. Plaoe sddMor^at
enirtet aitd nanattve itsms on contmuatfon sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typceirller. word prooeseor. or oomputer, to complete all Items.

1. Nama of Proparty

historic name. New Sharon Bridge

othar names/sHe number.

2. Location

street & number Off South Side of Route 2 Over Sandy River

city or town New Sharon_____________________________

state Mainecoda ME county Franklin

_N/tS not for publicalkxi 

N/C vicinity

code 007 zip code 0495S

3. Staie/Fadaral Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act. as amervJed. I hereby certify that this IS nomlnatian
□ request for detarminatton of elgibillty meets the documenlalfon standards tor reglstenng properties in aie Nadonal Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
QQ meets Ddoes not meal the National Register criteria. I rerximmend that this property be oonsidersd signlllcani
□ nationally Sj^lewide □ locafly (^^oonti■Itonally Qj^lew 

atorCV^^^

Preservation Commi

Signal

Maine Historic Preservation Commission
Stale or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( □ See continuation sheet for additional 
oommenia)

Signature of oertifying offioal/TiOe Date

Slate or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nat^l Park Service CcrtHfcatton
I hereby.eb^rtlfy 

a entaiw
that this properly is.

entered in the NeHonal Register.
□ See oominuaaon sheet

□ determined eligible for the
National Register.

□ See continuelion sheet
□ determirted not eMble for the

National Register.
□ removed from the National

Register.
□ olher, (explain):___________

Dale of Action

yV?;-

NPS 1Fom, 10.900 
(Oct. 1990) 

-United StatM Department of the Interior 
Natfonal Park Service 

Nationa Registe.r of Histor c Places 
Registrat:lon Form 

1. Name of Property 

historic nam New Sharon Brid,ie 

0MB No. 10024-0018 

1 

other amesl$iten mber _ _ _ _ ___ _ ___ _ ________ .....,.. _ _ _ ~----------

2. Locati:oA 

street & number Off Sou.th Side of Route 2 Oyer Sandy River AB not for publication 

city or town __ ..,N.,.ew...,,.___S .... h ... aro_, _ ... n~- --- ----- --- ----- --- -N/ltJ vicinity 

3, State/Ftderal Af,ency Certificatl.on, 

As U'le d signaled aultl~ under d'le National l:041c Prffervatlon Act. as ~ ,. I hereby certify that 
. ,0 ,eques for (lellllffl'lllnalll0n of . meets lhe c:toQ,memaUon, standards fer regl$ , ng properties in o,e a ona1 Reg1ster of 
1 IHlslofic Places and meecs vie procedural and profess,0011 requirements set fof1h in 36 CFR Pan 60, In my opinion, the property 

I» meets □does not meet ,lhe National Register criteria. I recommend that !his property be oont,ldered significant 
□ na ly Qi, tewide1 o locail • ( con · . • for . · PIJl11m90tS,.} 

Y._v 

- -- -

Stale or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, tt,,e property D meets D doe not meet the National Register crltetla, ( D See continuation sheel tor addition I 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying officlalm ue 

i Slate ot Federal agency and bureau 

' ealsn,d lhe 
□ See OOA nuatlon · 

0 determined ellgilble for the 
NaUonat Register. 
□, Seee0'1 ' 

0 determined not elgible ror th 
Nalion,1 Regist . r. 

□ remov.<t from the National 
~. 

0 other, (explain): _ ___ _ 

Date 



Nflw Shflmn Bridge 
Name of Property

Franklin. Maine
County and State

S. Classification

Ownarship of Proparty 
(Check as many boxes as apply)

□ private
H pubiiC'local
□ pubiic-State
□ pubiic-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

□ buiiding(s)
□ district
□ site
01 structure
□ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter *N/A' if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A __________

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
Contributing Noncontributing

1

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 

Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions 
(Enter calagortee from Instructiorrs)

Trantsportation/Road-Related

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/Not In Use_____

7. Description

Architsctural Classification 
(Entsr eatsgories from instructions)

Other Pennsylvania Thru Truss

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete 

walls_____ N/A

N/A

other. Pin Connections

Narrative Description
(Desolbs ths historic and cunenl condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

New Sharon Brid&e 
N of Property 

5. Ctaulflcatlon 

Own •hip of Property 
(Check many boxe as apply) 

□ priv te 
I public-local 
□ public-state 
□ public-F d ral 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

D building(s) 
D district 
D site 
ca structure 
□ object 

N me of related multiple property listing 
(En •NJA" If property Is not rt or a mulllple property II ting.) 

NIA 

. Function or Use 

Hlsto le Functions 
(En callgorles from lnstrucllons) 

Transportation/Road-Related 

Arch ctualficatton 
(Entar 1es from lnatrudlons) 

Other; Peoosylyania Thru Truss 

Nunuve Ducr1ptJon 

FranJdin, Maine 
County and S 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not Include p,evlously listed resources In the count.) 

Contributing NoncontribuUng 

______________ buildings 

______________ sites 

__ ....._ ___________ structures 

______________ objects 

_________ _.._ ____ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Reglst r 

Current Functions 
(En r categori from lnstructloos) 

Vacant/Not In Use 

Materlals 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

foundation Concrete 
walls --~N ....... IA....._ ____________ _ 

root ____ N...,I ... A..._ ___________ _ 

other ___ Pin_ . .._Co_nn__,ec.......,ti .... o .... ns""'-----------

(Desatbe historic and ament condition ct property on one or more continuation ts.) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
NEW SHARON BRIDGE 

Section number 7 Page 2
FRANKLIN. MAINE

(The following description is adapted firom the MOOT Historic Bridge Inventory Form prepared by Mary 
McCahon and J. Patrick Harshbarger of A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc.)

The New Sharon Bridge is a one span, 268 foot-long, pin-connected Pennsylvania thru truss that is 
supported on concrete abutments with ashlar wingwalls. The bridge has built-up chords, verticals and sway 
bracing. The lower chords are composed of eye bars with the-exception of the end panels which are built-up 
sections. The diagonals are also eye bars. The Pennsylvania truss design bridge has the characteristic panels 
that are subdivided by an intermediate vertical and a half-length diagonal. A cantilevered sidewalk with 
metal lattice railing is placed to the upstream side. Rolled section floorbeams and stringers support an open 
steel grid deck that is 18.5 feet in width. The bridge is currently closed to vehicular traffic. A bypass bridge 
is located on a downstream alignment.

Un I d ta ueam nt of the lll'dAll"lft• 
National Park Service 

atlonal Register of Historic Places 
Continuat·on Sheet 

Pag 2 

(The following description is adapted from the MOOT Historic Bridge Inventory Fonn prepared by Mary 
cCahon and J. Patrick Harshbarger of A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc.) 

Th ew baron Bridge is a one span, 268 foot-long, pin-connected Pennsylvania thru truss that is 
supported on concrete abutments with ashlar wingwalls. The bridge has built-up ch rds, verticals and sway 
bracing. The lower chords are composed of eye bars with the-exception of the end panels which are built-up 
secti ns. The diagonals are aJso eye bars. The Pennsylvania truss design bridge has the characteristic panels 
that are subdivided by an intermediate vertical and a half-length diagonal. A cantilevered sidewalk with 
metal lattice railing is p to the upst,:ea.n side. Rolled cction floorbeams d stringers support an open 
steel grid deck that is 18.S feet in width. The bridge i currently closed to vehicular traffic. A bypass bridge 
is located on a ownstream alignment. 



New Sharrwi RriHge
Name of Property

Franklin Mail 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V In ofw or more boxes for the oNads qu 
tor NaSonal Regtolar Hslirtg.)

Ihe crNsrto quaMying the property

□ A Pn^erty is associated with events that have made
a simificant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
sigrtificant in our past.

IS C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
r^esentsthe work of a master, or possesses 
hi^ artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ D PrProperty has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Areas of Stanlficanca
(Enter categories from inatrocSons)
F.ngtneering___________

Period of Slgnmeanca

1916

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V In all the boxes Itiat apply.)

Property is;

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or a grave.

□ D a cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed buMing, ob^, or slructure.

Significant Dates

1916

Significant Parson
(Complela if Orteriorr B is markad above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

□ F a commemorative properly.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past SO years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the slgnincanoa of Sie property on one or more oonttnuaSon sheets.)

ArchItect/BuUdsr 
Greenwood^ E. E.^ Ei 
Groton Bridge Company^ Fabricator

0. Major Bibliographical Rafarances

Bibliography
(Cito the books, arSetaa. and oSwr souroas used in preparing this kxm on one or irrore oonlinuatton shaals.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 □ State Historic Preservation OfRos

CFR 67) has bean requested XI Other State agency
□ previously listed in the Nationai Register □ Federal agency
□ previously determined eligible by the National Register □ Local government
□ designated a National Historic Landmark □ Univer^
□ racoroed by Historic American Buildings Survey □ Other
#,,______ Name of repository;

□ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record#.

L~Sharon Bridp 
Prciperty 

8. Statement of Sftnlficanoe 

a A Prop rty Is associated w th events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
cu history. 

o B Property is as octated with the u~ of persons 
signfflcant In our past. 

121 C Property embodies the d tinc&lve characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of con buctlon or 
represents work of a master, or posses es 
high. · tic ., _ _,, or reot~mts a alfll'lmrJ!llnt and 
distlngu shable enUty Whose componen lack 
lndtvidu: c:fistinctlon. 

0 D Prop rty hl yielded. or . likay to~. 
lnforrnatlon mportant in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Conelde,rauions 
(Mll'k "le'" In all lhe boxes that apply.) 

Property ts: 

□ A owned by a religious Institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

a B remov d from Its original locatJon. 

a C a birthplace or grave. 

o D a cemetery. 

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

a F a commemorativ property. 

a G than 50 yeani of age or chleved aignlfleanee 
within the 50 . 

Narrative Statement of Sign canoe 
(Eqaln Ire llgnllcaa d._ p,cpe,ty on one or more conllnuallon sheelS.) 

ography 

=:-cau:i~s) 
Bnaiueetiua 

Period of Sig 

1916 

1916 

Slgnfflcant P non 
(Complete if Criterion B 19 marlced lbove) 

NIA 

An:hltect/Bullder 

Greenwood, E, E,. Eqineer 

{Ole the books. artlcles, Md odW IGUIWI used tn p,9panng thta form on one or more conUnuallon shee ) 

Previous documentatlo on file (NPS): Primary locatton of add onal data: 
O ~flmfnarY determination of individual I ting (38 □ State H PreseMltton Office 

CFR 67) tias been recMnted D Other S · agency 

B =~~~ al~ellglbleby~tionatReglster -g r=r:=.wen1 
□ destgnatad a National H toric Landmark o UnM· enrtv 
a r9COR1ed by Histnrtc American Bu d ngs Survey o Other 

# Name of repository: 
o recorded by R blc American Engineering Record# ______ _ 
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United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
NEW SHARON BRIDGE 

Section number 8 Page 2
FRANKLIN. MAIN^

(The following statement of significance is adapted from the MDOT Historic Bridge Inventory Form prepared 
by Mary McCahon and J. Patrick Harshbarger of A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc.)

Erected in 1916, the New Sharon Bridge is significant as rare surviving example of a long span, pin- 
connected truss bridge. It is the last built of three identified examples in Maine that w ere constructed between 
1890 and 1916. Pin connections were the preferred field connections of late 19/A century metal truss bridge 
builders because of the ease of design, fabrication, and erection. After 1900, pin connections were largely 
supersoled by riveted connections due to improvements in metallurgy and field pneumatic riveting equipment 
The New Sharon bridge is a late example of a pin-connected Pennsylvania truss. It is eligible for nomination 
to the National Register under Criterion C for its statewide engineering significance.

According to Maine State Highway Commission (MSHC) annual reports, the bridge was built in 1916 
under a special resolve of the state legislature. Before 1916, special resolves were a typical method used by 
the legislature to appropriate funds to assist towns and counties with specific road and bridge improvements. 
Although local or county governments paid for and constructed such projects, the MSHC usually oversaw the 
projects and reviewed the plans. After 1916, most bridge projects funded by the state were handled under the 
provisions of the General Bridge Act of 1915 (approved by referendum in 1916). This bridge is one in a large 
number that were approved by special resolve of the 1915 state legislature before the General Bridge Act went 
into effect. Engineer E. E. Greenwood prepared the bridge plans and supervised the project for the state 
highway commission. An article in the February 29, 1916, edition of the Franklin Journal (Farmington) 
stated that the total contract price for die superstructure was $37,050, and that the contract for the substructure 
with Rumford contractor James H. Kerr amounted to $7,192.50 (a figure that rose to $10,183.39 resulting 
from overruns). The total cost of the bridge equaled $47,233.39.

The bridge’s manufacturer - the Groton Bridge Company -- was a prolific bridge fabricator active from 
the 1870s to the 1920s. It was noteworthy in the 1870s and 1880s for a number of innovative and patented 
truss bridge designs. In 1901, the company was absorbed by the American Bridge Company, which closed 
the plant and then sold it back to some former employees. They continued to operate the reorganized Groton 
Bridge Company through the 1920s.

The Pennsylvania truss design was developed in the mid 1870s and 1880s. A Pennsylvania thru truss 
bridge is a variation of the Pratt truss design with a polygonal top chord and subdivided panels that more 
evenly distribute the loads and minimize buckling in the full-length diagonals. The design was first developed 
and extensively used by the Pennsylvania Railroad in about 1875, hence the name.

NPSPOMltMD04 
(Mel 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Cont,nuat on Sheet 

Section number 8 Page 2 

(The following statement of significance is adapted from the MOOT Historic Bridge Inventory Fonn prepared 
by ary cCahon and J. Patrick Harshbarger of A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc.) 

Erected in 1916, th ew baron Bridg is significant as rare surviving example of a long span, pin-
connected truss bridge. It is th last built of three identified examples in Maine that were constructed between 
1890 and 1916. Pin connections were the preferred field connections of late 19th century metal truss bridge 
builders because of the ease of design, fabrication, and erection. After 1900, pin connections were largely 
superseded by riveted connections due to improvements in metallurgy and field pneumatic riveting equipment 
The ew Sharon bridge is a late example of a pin-connected Pennsylvania truss. It is eligible for nomination 
to the ational Register under Criterion for its statewide engineering significance. 

According to Maine tate Highw y Commission ( SHC) annual reports, the bridge was built in 1916 
under a special resolve of the state legislature. Before 1916, special re olve were a typical m thod used by 
the I gislature to appropriate funds to assist towns and counties with specific road and bridge improvements. 
Although local or county governments paid for and constructed such projects, the MSH usually oversaw the 
proj and reviewed the plans. After 1916, most bridg projects funded by the state were bandied under th 
provisions of the eneral Bridge Act of 1915 ( approved by referendum in 1916). This bridge is one in a large 
number that were approved by special resolve of the 1915 state legislature before th eneral Bridge Act went 
into effect. Engineer . E. Greenwood prepared the bridge plans nd supervised the project for the state 
highway commission. An article in the February 29, 1916. edition of the Franklin Journal (Farmington) 
s1ated that the total contract price for the superstructure was 37,050, and that th contract for th substructure 
with Rumford contractor Jame H. Kerr amounted to 7,192.50 (a figure that rose to 10,183.39 resulting 
from overruns). Th total cost of the bridge equaled $47,233.39. 

The bridge's manufacturer- the Groton Bridge Company- was prolific bridge fabric tor active from 
the 1870s to the 1920s. It was noteworthy in the 1870s and 1880 for a number of innov tive and patented 
truss bridge designs. In 190 I, the company was absorbed by the American Bridge ompany, which closed 
the plant and then sold it back to some fonner employees. They continued to operate the reorganized Groton 
Bridge ompany th.rough the l 920s. 

The Pennsylvania truss design was developed in the mid 1870s and 1880s. A Pennsylvania thru truss 

bridge is a variation of the Pratt truss design with a polygonal top chord and subdivided panel that mor 
evenly distribute the loads and minimize buckling in the full-length diagonals. The design was first developed 
and extensively used by the Pennsylvania Railroad in about 1875, hence the name. 
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To Whom It May Concern:

Enclosed please find eight (8) National Register nominations for properties in the state of
Maine.

If you have any questions relating to this submissitMi, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Kirk F. Mohney 
Architectural

hney / 

alHistoriaa

/A't

PHONE: (Z07) 287-2132 nuwnnin uirKUD Mm FAX: (207) 287-233$
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find eight (8) National Register nominations for properti in the state of 

If you have any questions relating to this submission, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Enc. 

PHONE: (207) 287-2ll1 FAX: (207) 287-UH 
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Bridg-e • w~iJ!i~!~~t~!~;t;as hard for : 

many of the residents : fu S¢e 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE Bl the bridge go, b~t s~d .she un­

derstands why it had to be :torn ,. 
down. · 

on its own; the town would have "It's because of money and 
been responsible for cleanup safety issues. It's sad, buHt was 
costs and any damage down- time," she said. · 
stream. · "We knew it needed to · be," 

Town officials said that they addedPetrie. · 
didn't publicize the ·demolition Police and fire crews secured 
because they didn't want a large the area··· throughout the day, 
crowd to gather at the blast site, and sheriff's deputies planned 
but dozens of onlookers assem- to watch the bridge throughout 
bled to snap photos along the the night. . 
riverbank on the• neighboring · McPherson said if the bridge 
U.S. Route 2 · bijdge and from collapsed into the river on its 
Main Street near the fire station. own, it might have either hit the 

The 2 p.m. explosion was met adjacent U.S. Route,2 bridge or 
with anti-climactic silence as fell into the river during high wa­
onlookers held. up phones and · ter, where it' could do more dam­
cameras, waiting-for the bridge age; By demolishing the bridge 
to fall. When that didn't happen in a controlled setting, the area 
after several minutes, onlook.~ could be secured and demolition 
ers began asking fire and police crews could ~ollapse the bridge 
crews what was going on, and in the opposite direction of the 
several people begah cracking other bridge, he said. 
jokes about the demolition's fail- The bridge, listed on the Na­
ure. tiohal Register of Historic Plac-

When the explosives did not es; was built in 1916. It once con­
work as planned, crews · used nected the two sides of town, but 
an excavator and shears to hasil'tbeen·used since the 1990s. 
cut through the steel support · There. have been previous ef­
beams. forts to raise money to restore 

Among the onlookers were sis- the . iron· truss, but they all fell 
tersBarbaraPetrie, 72,andJudy short of funding goals. Any fu­
~llis,. 63, who said they, along ·ture . restoration · effort would 
with seven other siblings, used have cost millions of dollars, 
to cross the bridge· after scho.ol selectmen said when they unan­
to get snacks. from the stor.e on ijnously voted to let the state 
the other side of the river. dismantle the bridge. 

New Sharon High School and Three plates that.· were at­
the form,er general store have tached to the bridge, one intact 
since closed, along with the post and two in pieces, were removed 
.office and other· businesses•~. before the blasts and are dis­
that area of town. . played on. a table in the Town 

"This was the town," Ellis said, ·· Office. 
pointing to the building13 that · 
have since been conve ted to Kaitlin Schroeder - 861-925;:i 
homes or left vacant. ''And that kschroeder@centralmaine.com · 
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Your Community, Search this website ... 

YourNews 

New Sharon bridge collapsed 
February 28, 2014 by admin 

SPORTS PHOTO GALLERIES VIDEOS SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

CONTACT US 

http://thefranklinjournal .com'390/ 1/6 



2/12/2015 New Sharon bridge collapsed 

New Sharon bridge collapsed 

by Greg Davis, Editor 

NEW SHARON - They don't build them like that anymore ... 

This past Thursday, dynamite charges on the north and south ends of the old iron bridge in 

New Sharon were supposed to quickly tip the 1916 structure into the Sandy River. It is believed 

that the old concrete was too soft and absorbed the blasts. 

The charges were set off but the old bridge stood tall. A large crowd had gathered around 2 

p.m. to witness the expected drop. Temperatures were below freezing and the crowds slowly 

thinned out as the stubborn bridge continued to stand into the evening, defying all efforts to 

shake it loose from its foundations . Finally, after continually jackhammering the concrete 

abutments with an excavating machine for about four hours, the old bridge finally dropped 

into the river. 

Franklin County Sheriff Deputies then provided security at the site overnight. On Friday, the 

work was beginning to cut up the iron bridge sections. 

Onlookers had viewed portions of the spectacle from the bridge on Route 2, the village and 

from a snowmobile trail located off Cape Cod Hill Road and a cliff overlooking the river. 

The Maine Department of Transportation informed town officials last year that the bridge, 

which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, was in imminent danger of collapse . 

The present Route 2 bridge runs parallel to the iron bridge, and there were fears that a spring 

flood could carry off the old bridge and smash it into its neighbor. 

Selectmen voted Nov. 13, 2013, to allow the state to remove the bridge, once used to carry 

traffic from old Route 2. It was closed to all motorized traffic when cracks were discovered in 

an abutment over 10 years ago. 

http://thefranklinjournal.com'390/ 216 



2/12/2015 New Sharon bridge collapsed 

Representatives of contractor CPM Constructors of Freeport, the Maine Department of 

Transportation, and Maine Rural Water Association were observing the process, as a water line 

runs under the river. Maine Drilling & Blasting set off the charges. 

CPM Project Manager Andy McPherson noted a CPM excavator with set of shears was ready to 

cut the iron bridge sections up once the abutments were demolished and the bridge was 

finally collapsed. He said the bridge area should be cleared out in about a week An access 

road had been constructed so the sheering equipment could get down to the bridge. 

Residents indicated they will miss the old structure, which had been used as a pedestrian 

crossing over the river in its last years, because it really is not safe to walk across the existing 

Route 2 bridge. 
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MAY 2 9 2015 65 ST A TE HOUSE STATION 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 

04333 Nat Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 

PAUL R. LEPAGE 
GOVERNOR 

EARLE G. SHETTLEWORTH, JR. 

J. Paul Loether, Deputy 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 "I" (Eye) Street, NW, 8th FL 
Washington D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

22 May 2015 

Enclosed please find four (4) new National Register nominations for properties in the State of 
Maine: 

. Ella R. Hodgkins Intermediate School, Kennebe County 
Great Chebeague Golf Club, Cumberland County 
Norton's Comet School, Piscataquis County 
Lewiston Mills and Water Power System Historic District, Androscoggin County 

DIRECTOR 

The photographs submitted with the Lewiston Mills and Water Power System Historic District were 
developed from black and white film negatives. As such, there is no accompanying image disk. Please 
note that for the sake of convenience the photographs have been labeled with an abbreviation of the 
district name (i.e. LMWPS Historic District). Accompanying this nomfoation are copies of letters of 
objection submitted by 2 (only) of the 39 property owners. 

Also enclosed are six (6) registration forms for the removal of National Register Listed properties 
in Maine: 

McElwain House, Aroostook County 
Burgess, Walter and Eva, Farm, Piscataquis County 
Bradford House, Androscoggin County 
First Baptist Church, Cumberland County 
New Sharon Bridge, Franklin County 
Crockett, Knott, House, Knox County 

If you have any questions relating to these nominations, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(207) 287-2132 X 2. 

Enc. 

PHONE: (207) 287-2132 

Sincerely, 

~ e. -~ 
Christi A. Mitchell 
Architectural Historian 

FAX: {207) 287-2335 
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