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The State Bank of Kamiah is a one-story brick commercial style building which is 
distinguished by the typical inset corner entry employed by turn-of-the-century 
banks. A stone column supports the round arched corner porch with its stepped 
terra cotta arches with keystones. The three side windows and the front window 
all have flat arches with a keystone of the same material. The building is banded 
below window level and terminates with a brick cornice and parapet. The brick 
frieze contains a modified quatrafoil design.

The building remains in good condition and unaltered on the exterior except for the 
more modern doorway.
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The State Bank of Kamiah is architecturally significant as the sole example in this 
community of an early bank building. Its compact and concise design has charm 
and its brickwork exhibits good craftsmanship, Fred Dole and Jesse Coll ins, the 
major masons in the Clearwater valley were the contractors.

This bank building is one of several in the area designed by Ralph Loring. Loring, 
one of Lewiston's foremost architects, also drew the plans for the state banks at 
Kooskia and Peck.
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KAMIAH STATE BANK

Banks have always been major institutions in any American community; 
they dictated much of an area's fiscal policy, and the erection of an 
edifice to house the monetary assetts of a town or city was tangible 
evidence of progress. As such these buildings frequently were major 
architectural icons within their domain. Kamiah, Idaho, with its 
population of 1-2,000 was no exception. This Clearwater valley 
metropolis, which realizes a good part of its prosperity from federal 
monies to Native Africans, is a conglomerate of brick, frame and 
Aluminum structures, both ancient and modern. Historic district 
possibilities require more imagination than I possess.

,—-
'The bank is one of the more charming buildings in the town and as 
such is a local architectural landmark. It, in many ways, resembles 
the State Bank of Kooskia (NR), another Loring design, whose 
significance was readily perceived by your office without all this 
additional embellishment. —


