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The former Thomas K. Little house sits on four lots in the oldest
residential neighborhood of Caldwell northeast of the railroad tracks
that divide the town. Built in 1896, the house's irregular massing,
floorplan, and roofline and its combination of styles are expressive
of late Victorian eclecticism. The house is a one-and-a-half-story
balloon frame and clapboard structure on a lava rock foundation.

The shingled roof with its four gables (side, rear, and forward) and
offcenter hipped section, reflects the interior plan of small rooms
scattered around two central parlors.

The house has two transomed entrances on either side of a three-

sided bay on the southwest facade. Above the bay is a gable with
molding, bargeboards, a scrolled apron, and fishscale shingles around
a small double-hung sash window. Similar Queen Anne decoration

graces the two side gables. The more plain rear gable has a '""Palladian"
window of three rectangular sashed sections. On the first-floor level,
the house is sheathed with narrow white clapboards crisscrossed
horizontally and vertically with stick-like members, a surface treat-
ment which alludes to the Western Stick Style. The southeast exposure
is elaborated with a circular leaded window lighting the entrance

hall and a tripartite window surmounted by a curved pediment-like
decoration. Farther to the rear on this exposure, the roofline is
pulled down to hood a three-sided dining room bay with double-hung
sash windows. The central hipped section of the Little house roof,
with its large rectangular, corbelled chimney, unifies the house's
eclectic massing and ornamentation.

Two sections of the Little house may date after 1896. The rear lean-
to kitchen and screened-in porch is sheathed with shiplap rather

than clapboards. The bungaloid front porch is either an addition

or a remodeling, with its thick, square, battered pillars and its
shingled, battered lower walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Robert E. Miller

The former Thomas K. Little house is architecturally significant as a
local example of Queen Anne eclecticism, as a remnant of nineteenth
century residential architecture in Caldwell, and perhaps as one of the
town's few architect-designed houses. The house is historically signi-
ficant as a remnant of an early residential neighborhood in Caldwell
and as a physical reminder of the Thomas K. Little family.

Among Caldwell houses of the period--and few remain as intact as the
Little house--this house is unusually elaborate and aesthetically
satisfying. It may well be that, as the Caldwell Tribune reported

on March 7, 1896, "an Eastern architect" designed the house. By April
of that year, the house was under construction, contracted locally to
Robert E. Miller for $3,000. The Little house draws on Gothic, Queen
Anne, Georgian Revival and Western Stick Style decoration, making it
truly '"Victorian eclectic'.

T. K. Little came to Caldwell from Chicago in 1892 and joined the
newly-incorporated M. B. Gwinn Mercantile Company, one of the oldest
busnesses in the town. In 1894 he and Gwinn divided their business,
Little taking over the dry goods department. Two years later he had
this house built in the residential neighborhood where many of his
fellow businessmen were settling. Little's name is associated with the
Little Block (now Harmon Block) on Main Street, which he purchased

in 1899 and expanded in 1906, the year after he served as mayor of
Caldwell. 1In 1909 he closed his dry goods business, and in 1910 the
Littles sold their house and moved from Caldwell.
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and the property on which it stands: 1lots 1l-4, block 35, in the Caldwell Original
Townsite.
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