
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

RIASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 14 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

OTH-

In Area no. Form no. 

1 1 6 - L - l l 

1. Town Worcester 

Address 53 Elm S t r e e t 

Name Katz & L e a v i t t Apartment House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner Louis J . Busconi 
2 Wood R d . , Hopkinton .Ma. 017^8 

3. Description: 

Date ca 1926 

Source c i t y atlases & House direc-
t o r i e s 

Style eclectic-derived from Venetian 
Gothic 

Architect Lucius Br iggs 

Exterior wall fabric ' b r i c k & t i l e 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features c e n t r a l s e c t i o n o f facad 

•decorated w i t h glazed t i l e , t i l e ba 

conies parapet ' w i t h p a r t i a l b a l u s -
t rade 

Altered no Date 

Moved no Date 
Assessor ' s Book 3» P O ^ 

b L o t s i z e - j ^ ^ ^ 15,896 s q . f t . 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

220' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20_| 
W .&.M.Seaman 

6. Recorded by ed . B . R . P f e i f f e r 

OrganizatiorWorc. Her i t age Pres . Soc. 

Date February 1978 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Isador Katz and E l i Leavitt 

apartment house 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce ; • 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t i n 1926, the Katz and Lea v i t t Apartment House i s archi-
t e c t u a l l y uni-gue i n Worcester. The b u i l d i n g i s f i v e - s t o r i e s high 
and i s faced with buff b r i c k on a l l elevations, except f o r the 
central section of i t s facade (south) which i s faced with ornate, 
glazed t i l e . Making extensive use of Venetian Gothic precedent, 
t h i s t i l e section rises from a pointed arch entry ( f i r s t storey). 
Above windows of the t h i r d , f o u r t h and f i f t h s tories are panels 
containing a v a r i e t y of Gothic motifs (quatrefoils# pointed arches, 
crockets and f i n i a l s ) executed i n various colors of glazed t i l e s . 
At the roof l i n e are pointed-arch balustrades set between sections 
pf b r i c k parapet. Unaltered, #53 Elm Street also has i t s o r i g i n a l 
cast-stone stoop and r e t a i n i n g w a l l . Local t r a d i t i o n states that 
the building's t i l e s were imported from Europe, although there i s 
no evidence to support or disprove t h i s assertion. 

Lucius Briggs, the ar c h i t e c t of 53 Elm Street, was Worcester's 
leading architect of ca 1900-1930. Among Brigg's most prominent 
public buildings are the Worcester Consolidated Street Railway 
Carbarn , and the Worcester War Memorial Auditor­
ium at Lincoln Square. #52 Elm Street i s the most flamboyant of 
Brigg's designs and i l l u s t r a t e s the strong taste f o r r e v i v a l i s t 
styles which existed during the 1920s. 

10. Biblipgraphy and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

c i t y atlases & d i r e c t o r i e s . 
Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society. Biogrphical F i l e (Lucius Briggs). 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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