FORM B - BUILDING

RIASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll 14

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

In Area no. Form no.
116-L-1I1
1 Town Worcester
Address 53 Elm Street

NameKatz & Leavitt Apartment House

Present u2 residential

Present owner Louis J. Busconi
2 Wood Rd., Hopkinton.Ma. 017°8

. Description:

Date ca 1926

Sourcecity atlases & House direc-
tories

Style eclectic-derived from Venetian
Got hi ¢
Architect Lucius Briggs

Exterior wall fabric 'brick & tile

Outbuildings (describe) none
Other features central section of facad
edecorated with glazed tile, tile ba

conies parapet' with partial balus-

trade
Altered no Date
Moved no Date
Assessor's Book 3» PO~
OTH- bLot size-SJ"’\" 5,896 sc?.ft.

Ore acre or less Over one acre
Approximate frontage 220
Approximate distance of building from street

20 |
W .&.M.Seaman
6. Recorded by ed. B.R.Pfeiffer
OrganizatiorWorc. Heritage Pres. Soc.
Date February 1978

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) | sador Katz andEIl i Leavitt

Original use apartment house

Subsegquent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce ;. Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built in 1926, the Katz and Leavitt Apartment House is archi-
tectually uni-gue in Worcester. The building is five-stories high
and i s faced with buff brick onall elevations, except for the
central section of i tsfacade (south) which is faced with ornate,
glazed tile. Making extensive use of Venetian Gothic precedent,
this tile sectionrises from a pointed arch entry (first storey).

Above wi ndows of the third, fourth andfifth stories are panels
containing avariety of Gothic motifs (quatrefoils# pointed arches,
crockets andfinials) executed invarious colors of glazed tiles.
At the roof line are pointed-arch balustrades set between sections
pf brick parapet. Unaltered, #53 El mStreet also has i tsoriginal
cast-stone stoop andretaining wall. Local tradition states that
the building stiles were imported from Europe, although therei s
no evidence t osupport or disprove this assertion,

Lucius Briggs, the architect of 53 El mStreet, was Worcester's
| eading architect of ca 1900-1930. Anong Brigg's nmost prom nent
public buildings arethe Worcester Consolidated Street Railway
Car barn , and the Worcester War Menorial Auditor-
ium at Lincoln Square. #52 El mStreet is the nost flamboyant of
BHPg's designs andillustrates the strong taste for revivalist
styles which existed during the 1920s.

10. Biblipgraphy and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

city atlases & directories.
Worcester Historical Society. Biogrphical File (Lucius Briggs).



TECHNICAL : CONTROL

Photos "Y>
Mgs oY, (?5
£ NN NINFNINAN £t <4 HISTORIAN
/1 PiZeHCAZ YrfpZ AP-rUyLdt "YAYI>SEyWWMACZA N yaZATAdyV Uy A ZWUA [ Zlc
. --<-VU96C-tAB«at* otZ-  Nty'yCytyN'PCyPM Jn.zm . An iS-tA CI"MAyZ.yC:fuyr
AHAG A A ACAuy” NitA>*0"RCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
firPiy  4-a.<ytiA-*>-n NASAN, ~fPYiyrLA  MYy(AMPMAAYY<A  y<Y<ACLA-  >A)->*> gt
ZiZYit>"*eAAlyCuU4.yr cvwn NZNZtEt A <AtL.atANMNENIEAN MifPZjuYts
A P ' P A [cz-i--:} f/ch-csb-" I'l-9 130-cdb-\2) zZ/MW
ityHNj1y. UyJ- | -~ WAJjiyAyL-" ir-t¢j -fa ~ JuoULIiPNtfL  MAftcl YI(u/Z-o0f P ApYoyidiucQ
Ywyly, Amiilf N ARCHEOLOGIST
toT.- L__ -3 — faA oocV tH "S-t i'(eE«-eL ou-it CL<JCSA’V‘I 77> >UN >j \""c" WiLaF Vi) iwz

N C.. NNN/N

MYRs 207 A”?Aqepsf’” TRl “A”?‘%’Kd‘%f”’&” i prFA/A

AMWY "fPC f nNY " plj/mA effAAAmu SYPAAPAr 2" S/PAI/Pf"A 710 AoicAi: PtYPY.
mp>iAtPN CfzN~zZP 7IINO(A,PPA pl(PCIENIYIm  AIPPY PN YNAAPN* A, AW
AA APT MAIPP APAAIP arNY  P<P'PCAM mMPPIU(AI ./ fAN<E TINMAN(IP HAER
<jyu™ AFFRAPYY AAP yN' N IVCMAPATTBA- W z/z/ MM r-Pxir.
AyTiPi YMA&I™m Y m | DD PPT "PcAMAPJO/Jp At~ Inventory
Alll ANCM-[}-PYfNYPIAZAYYiZ6 _YM— iL”ebb-n Review .
J . Pinp-in P AT IMYNIUWINYZM Y] _LIJO/muthPtp<ri/e/p/PYA
~ t n " ~

IAur Mpie®  nm Ptp<” AP~ PIP. O APACP

mv-"-v-*ux™U j/jairfa'< o | LnT- A AMM-AANMA B RANCH CHIEF 790

NKon 102. - k> "S5mK. <V a>v>'T2IMMN,; >N\{ Xtunr
HOLA [-"O-C-aC) - W -("rzfwv SWsL Ao
ATy CMTTAAjiw " Vs/sh - A A CGCAS9" &2 WX L ANV e KEEPER
yt-A [AcAroy= Jy=>AATFAA)A [0:iJL-3 (SU_AMFVA AT, AN XIVASK, - <goxA yAA A0
y h.OA—j /IU-iZ&O 11) & -4 1%0-Ci6/D-Pi f-£ifur” At yiwe Sft-t. ) v
National Register Wite-up Send- back 1 Ent er ed X) 10Q
Federal Register Entry cVO. Re- submt

Uhited Sates Departnent of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



