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1. Name of Property .
historic name JONAH WARREN HOUSE

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 64 WARREN ST. . not for publication
city or toon  WESTBOROUGH vidnity
state MASSACHUSETTS code MA countv WORCESTER code 027 zip code 01581

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this [*nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Cf"meets * does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
I nationally » statewide”locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/Signature of certifying official/Title Judith(pf. McDonough, Executive Director Dat»
N Maachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
 determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



JONAH WARREN HOUSE
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RESIDENCE: single-family dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
COLONIAL

Narrative Description

WORCESTER. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 building
1 dtes
.structures
_ Objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RESIDENCE: single-family dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone, granite

walls wood: clapboard
roof wooden shingle
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Joneh Warren House (c. 1720-27) ad its free danding barn (before 18038) cocupy a 124
age dte bawean Warren Sret axd Upton Road, whare a presaved ssction of the Old
Connedticut Path cossesthe two.  The Path hes long saved as one of the defining features of
the property: when, for indance the Reocords of the Marlborough Proprietors record the
ownership ad location of Jonahi's dwdling ad land in 1727, they do <0 in terms of the Path's
location. Writing to William Dean Howdls in the 18805 the Revared Hearaules Warren Fay
(owner of the house & the time) dtill gave directions to the propaty in tems of the same
coordinges " | live on the old Upton Roed (of lae known a8 Waren Strest), ner the
Resarvair, & aoout amile ad ahdf from the village. South Streat [Upton Roed] d<o leeds
directly to the houss which dands & its cossng with the old Connecticut path."  The
immediate setting of the house wes rurd when Fay wrote, but much of the land thet wees then
dtached to the house wes 0ld of f bawean 1957 ad 1986. The naighborhood is now
uburben, but three ather colonid or Federdid-era houses reman on the oppogte dde of
Warren Sredt, alittle doser to the town center.

In gpite of the encroedhmat of newer houses on the lots surrounding it, the immediate ste of
the Joneh Warren House retains congderable integrity bacause the key structurd demeants of
its 18th-cantury setting~the Path, its wdls, ad its barn-all reman. S back 30 feet from
Warren Stredt, the house faceswes over asmdl front lawvn that contains awell. The housgs
el runs pardld to a 270 foot section of the Old Connecticut Path that runs west-eedt over the
property (and isno longer apublic way). Unpaved, two rods wide, flanked by donewdls, the
path remans in much the same condition it mug have evinced in the late 18th pr early 19th
century. Additiond done walls-dong Waren Strest, batwean the house and Ipam, ad 0
forth-further articulate the property's boundaies ad internd divisons. Findly, the English
dyle bam, which is s back goproximady 25 feet from the eestan ed of the house, hdpsto
prearve ared sase of the setting's origina agriculturd charecter.

A. TheOld Connecticut Peth

The OIld Coimecticut Path began as an east-west Native American trail between the
Massachusetts Bay and the Connecticut River valley. The word "Connecticut” in the name of
the path relates to the river, not the state, which did not exist in the 17"' century. InThe

(continued)
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Great Trail of New England (1940), Harrd Avres points out thet the Path was not draight, but

indeed routed travders through high (and therefore dry) land, essy fords over rivers, ad

important Native American satlemants like Hassanamest (Grafton, Massachusatts), which wes

the principad st of the Nipmuck tribes. The importance of the Old Connedticut Peth is

ugoested by its gopearance on the earliest mgos of New England, such as those of Woodward

and Saffery (1642) and Philip Lea (1690s), which indicate the Path ad its "controls' (dtes

dong the way that would be eeglly recognized by travders).  In the early 17005 the Path wes

a "publicway" of regular width (two rods wide) axd wes auiteble for cats. By the late 18"

century, the Path would have been bordered in many placesby done wals ad would have hed
built-up gone fords ad bridges over dreams In The Bay Pah and Along the Wey (1919),
Levi Badger Chese desribes the route that the Old Connecticut Path took through this section
of Westhorough: it ran through the Warren property to Mount Heesart (p. 190), he ssys then

to Fay Mountain, and on towards Hassanamest (Grafton).

When Joneh Warren purdhesad his land from the Marlborough proprietor Thomes Ricein
1720, he bought ane parcd that wes bounded on the south by the Path and ancther that wes
bounded on the north by it. In the languege of the Recards of the Marlborough Proprietors
from 1727-inwhich, as early New England mgpsindicate, "Quaboeg’ ad "Queboegd” refer
to pats of the Connettict River Valey-thefirst parcd that Joneh bought wes "butted and
bounded on the south by parcds of meedow and by the catway which wes the old path or
Roedway to Queboeg ad it is evay way dse boundad by the common land,”  while the
seoond parcd wees "the mesdow which dso lyeth on the south 9de of that which wes theold
peth or Roedway leading towards Quaboego, as it there lyeth butted and bounded on the north
by the afforesaid old path, ad is bounded on the south by a Pond [Sendra Pondl; and on the
Ead ad Wed, by the Common Upland” (p. 318). Once Jonah begen farming these two
parcds of land together, the Old Connecticut Path naturdly pesssd through his farm, ad he
evidently dnose to build his house uponit.

The building of the new Upton Roed ad the new Upton-Grafton road in the 1830s medethe
Warren's section of the Path irrdevant for modt traffic.  Although the family continued to use
it to aooess thar ban and housg, they did not update it. This aoocounts for its unusudly
authentic gopearancetoday: it is two rods wide, flanked by done walsfor much of its length,
and, where alittle brook runs inthe spring, it traversss a built-up ford condructed from déos
of loca granite. The short portion of the Old Connecticut Path on the property isthe only

(continued)
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sction of the Pah remaining in Westborough thet is presaved in such condition. Mogt
stions of the Pah that continued to be travded (both in Westhorough or dsawvhae) were
incorporated into modam paved roads, ad the ssdtions that did not continue to be travded

amply disgopeared.

B. The House

The house itsdlf is anog the earlies ad betoresaved exarples of 18th-century domestic
architecture in Westhorough.  Documentary evidence places the condruction of & leest some
pat of the house bawean 1720 (when the parcd of land weas bought by Joneh Warren) ad
1727 (when the Reoards of the Marlborough Proprigtors mention the houseitsdlf). Snceitis
known that Joneh wes ane of the men who built the timber frame of Westborough's second
meating house (1749), it ispossble that he hdped congruct his own house

The house plan is rectangular with a gde ell. A plan of the ground floor is atached. The
main block of the house istwo and ahdf dories high, asistheell. There is an additiond ane
dory block, dso of early date, that extends beck fromthe ell. The man block of the house is
dightly asymmetricd. It is four bays wide (37 feet) ad three bays dap (25 feet). The dl
extands back an additiond three bays (26 feet), 0 that the 9de of the house forms a continuous
wall of 51 feet, while the one-dory block extads yet anather 23 feet. At 15fed, the dl is not
& degp as the main block. Themain block hes alarge, cantered chimney in front of the ridge,
while the €l hes an interior chimney that enages near the ridge of the roof between the
ssoond ad third bays

The architecturd features of the house are destribed in detall bdow, and there is a summary of
features that probably bdong to each period & the ed of this section. To ad logica

organization of the detalls, it may be usgftil to suggest how the house might have looked in
eech of the three pariods The man block of the house was probadly built towards the
beginning of the first period, ad it mey be the dwelling mentionaed in the Records of the
Marlborough Proprietorsfor 1727. Thetimber frame suggessthat the house hed an ovarhang
that was degoar then the one we s today, ad tha the house wes two gories high. The
kitchen/hdl was located in afront room ad the beke oven wes in the rear of the fireplace. 2-
pand doors probebly predomineated. In the ssoond period, pahgosin the 1740s the house wes

(continued)
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dgnificantly dtered to conformto neve Georgian tadtes  The ovahang ad the houses
asymmery were partidly disguised, ad the origind fenedration wes probably replaced by the
ealy double-hung windows that exist today. Thus, the westen facede (induding the doorway)
probably ataned somehing like its gopesrancetoday.  Exogat where remnants survive in odd
places, floor-to-celling wainsooting wes replaced by plaster dbove the chair rail.  4-pand doars
became dominant, and two exterior doors likdy detefrom this period. The oven wes moved to
the dde of the firgplace. I n the third period, the el weas probabdly condructed, perhgos when
Aaon Warren took over the property from his father in 1780. The sthedules of the Direct
Tax of 170 indicate that the house wes a two-dory building, but there is insufficient
information to dow whether the €l hed bean built by then. The ell contained a new kitchen,
which nevathdess raained atypicd 18* centuryfireplace,9de beghive oven aranganat. A
room in the main block wes dtered to acoommodete a new darcase ad hdl that provided
aoess totheell. Theel comnedted the main block to the one-dtary block, but the framing and
foundation of the one-dory block suggest thet it is dlder then the ell and possbly as old as the
man block. The oe dory block d0 hes a sspaae cdlar tha contans the goparat
foundation of a chimney wall, 0 it islikdy that the onedory block wes origindly a smdl,
Sgparate building with itsown chimney.

The House Frame ad Fecades

The house hes a pog-andHoeam frame with wooden sheething, covered by wooden dgpboards

Theroof is of ddegade form, ad is covered by wooden shingles  The house frame reds on
a done foundation thet is free from mortar. Large rectangular granite blocks carry the dlis,

andler, irregular granite dabs meke up the wdls of the cdlar. An unusud granite tunnd, 23
feet in length, leedsfrom the cdlar to the beckyard. The 51" continuous wall on the south Sde

of the house, which resulted from the building of the ell, wes given architecturd trestment that

mekes it as prominant a facade as the (wed-facing) facede of the main house The housethus
gopears to have two fronts, an earlier ane facing onto Warren Srest and alater one facing onto
the Old Connecticut Path.  This suggeds thet both roeds were important, and that the house

wes effectively gtting on acomer in the 18 century.

The mogt notable feature of both the west- and south-fadng facadesis that the seoond ory of
the house ovahangs the first gory by 4 inches  However, the origind overhang was degper,

d leest on the west facade of the house | boards covering the corner post of the house ae
removed, a degper framed (nat hewn) ovaerhang isexposad. The overhanging girt currently

(continued)
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extends 8 indhes beyond thefirst-storycomer post. 1t gopears that, in order to meke the house
conform better to dyles that took over after 1725, the housss degpa framed overhang wes
mesked, resulting in the smdl overhang that we see today.  On the northrwest and southrwest
corners of the housg, thefirst-storycormer pogts were peddad out 8 indhes with lumber, ad
then the comas weare excasd in boards that extend the entire two dories. The corner podts
thus gpopear to be continuous two-story podts, dthough the bottom of each goparant post hangs
out over the foundation. The overhang was d<o reducad by usng unusudly tMdk sheathing
benedth the dgpboards on the first dory of the house  This transformation probably oocurred
aound 1740 or 1750 because cartain window frames on the ground floor were goeadly built
to acoommodete the unusudly thick dheathing.  These window frames are characteridic of
174050 (Kdly, p. 98 ad Fae X1X). The ovahang on the south Sde of the house gopears
dways to have bem less dagp than the overhang on the west 9de, ad it is possble that the
andl ovahang we s today isthe original. Itislikey thet the entire origind overheng wes
dmilar to that of the late 17 century Ross Tavem (andlyzed by Abboit Lowel Cummings in
The Framed Houses of Massechusdts Bay [1979], p. 77). In the Ross Tavern, the ssoond-
dory comer pods were seeted upon the overhanging girt, the overhang wes about 10" degp
(shdlower on the gable sde) and adomed with a molding.

The overhang on the Warren house is adomed with amolding, which is edhoed by asmilar,

prominent molding dong the cornice & the top of the seoond gory. All of the windows in the
man block ad dl (with the exoception of a few replacaments) ae of an early doudle-hung

form. They have 6-by-8 inch lights ad fixed ugper ssshes Most have two identical seshes
eech with 12 lights. Many of the panesretain old glass  If casamat windows exiged in the
man block, they weare probably replaced by double-hung windows when the oyevhang wes

transformed. The only remaining framesin the house that could have hdd casamat windows
ae in the one gory block.

Thefront door is of a5{end typetypicd of the 17405 with 4 vertica pands sumounted by a
horizontad pand. It isreinforced by %" shegthing on the inner 3de ad reains 36" wrought-
iron drgp hinges with ample lee-dgped ends The front door gpas into a Sngledory

vedibule that projects from the west fecede of the house To dther dde of the door aretwo

Doric pilagters, ad top of the vestibule is adomed with bold moldings Smdl doubdle-hung
windows (6 lights over 9 lights) in the 9de wadls of the vedibule admit light. A virtudly

identical vestibule may be found on the Fisher House in Westhorough, located about 2 miles

(continued)
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anvey (58 South Street). Thetwo families knew one anather well.  Nathen FHsher, for indance,
wes an executar of Aaron Warren's will.

The Interior of the Main Block

The smdl front hal contains a captain's garcass, which mekes atight 180° turn in front of
the chimney and hes no handrall of any kind (a characteridic of early housss).  Short lengths

of the cimney girts ad abridging summa beam are reveded in the gpening forlhe darcase

Thesedamats of theframe are ecased in beedad boards, as are modt pieces of the frame that
would othewise be evidant in the housgs interior. The hal dso contains a andl dost

benesth the dairs, which is gpen a the back 0 that the dhimney ad beshive oven can be saen.
(The dosst hes no badk because it was mede usdess when the beghive oven wes moved, as

desribed below.) The centrd chimney is condructed from hendimede bricks, ad it is

upported by both an arch and awooden frame in the cdlar. The arch, which issmilar to that
pictured by Thomes Hubka (Big House Little Houss Back House Barn [1984], p. 42), is

condmcted from granite, Surmounted by a platform mede up of 12" souare beams placed Sde

by sde. Thearch is gpen on one exd ad would have provided acool dorege place.

Thefront hal gpens on the south Sde, to the dining room, which was origindly the kitchen of
the main house  Hubka notes that the practice of locating the kitchen in ane of the front rooms
Is an ealier practice in New England than locating the kitchen behind the centra chimney.
The fireplace in the room is lined by granite blocks and wes originaly about 8 feet wide. It
hed abeke ovenin itsrear wall, the entrance to which is now bricked up. The beke oven wes
moved quite early on from the rear of the firgplace to itsleft 9de, resulting in the'bedhive beke
oven ad 6 footfirepl acethat we sse today. Hart (pp. 5-9) dates that such rearrangements of
kitchen fireplaces typicdly occurred before the mid-18th century.  Such timing would meke
saee for the Warren House because it means that the origind kitchen plan (rear oven, front
room of main block) would have prevailed from aout 1720 to the 1740s ad the ssood
kitchen plan (9de oven, front room of main block) would have prevalled from the 1740s tothe
building of the el bawean 1770 and 1800. Thethird kitchen plan remans evident inthe el
today; it isdesribed bdow. The firgplace contans an early wrought-iron arane that probably
dates from the rearangament of the oven.  The wrought-iron eye of the earlier aane (the ane
that predated the rearrangemant) can d<o be found in one granite wdll of the fireplace.

(continued)
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Mog of the fireplace wall of the dining room (origind kitchen) is panded from floor to celling
with dtile-and-rall, feether-edged wooden panding. The firgplace surround is amitred molding
st into the panding, with ameantd shdf doveit. This panding mey date from thefireplace
rearangament (1740s, goproximatdy) or it may date from the moving of the kitchen into the
nemy built el (somenhae bawean 17/70-1800). The other walls of the room have plegtered
walls above wainscoting, which hes horizontd joints ad is mede from beeded board. The
char rals of the wansooting ae on a levd with, ad continue, the molding benegth the
windows. The wainsooting hes only wood and exterior shegthing benegth it. Kdly (The Early
Domedtic Architecture of Connecticut, pp. 14647) nates that this wes a popular form of
wanooting to combine with plagered wals up until ebout 1750. He daes that laer
wanscating wes typicaly built over plastered wals, wheress early wansooting hes only wood
benegth it. The dining room contains three 12-ova-12 windows

The room hes two 2-pand doors, aform that wes in use from ebout 1700 to 1725 (Hart, pp. 2-
7). Ancther 2-pand door that mey have bdonged in the doorway betwean the front hall and
the dining room remains (loose) in the house, but it wes rgdlaced with a4-pand door (aform
in uxe from eout 1725 to 1790). This replacament probabdly occurred early on, and wes
caried out 20 that the front hal would have a 4pand door on eech Sde Mod of the other
doors in the house ae of the 4-pand form. The doars in the dining room have noteworthy,
ealy brass thumb laiches with lesf ends Kdly (pp. 194-95) nates that such hardware wes
imported from England in the early 18 century. The Warens evidently reaved brass
hardware for their best rooms gnce with the exogation of the dining room and the parlor, all
of the origind hardware in the main block is of wrought iron.

The interior door hinges in the dining room ad res of the main block of the house ae
gengdly of the wrought-iron HL type, dthough the HH type gopears on ane parlor door.
The thumb latches in the house are gengdly of the type cdled Suffolk. A variety of dgpes is
represanted, but mogt ae nat sSxop-mede The el contains a few dopmede Norfolk latches
which were popular from 1800 to 1840.

The dining room ad the rest of the house have floors mede of wide pine planks up to 19
inches aoross, nalled with rosehesded wrought nalls.  On the first floor, al of the origind

floors in the main block ae exposad.  Hsewhare, individud rooms have never wide pine
flooring that wes Imply nalled on top of the origind flooring. The newer flooring is not

(continued)
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continuous (the origind flooring was left exposad in hdlways ad minor rooms), ad the
originaflooringcan be saan in evay room if a newer floor board is lifted.

The parlor goas off the north g9de of the front hal. All four wals have plader ad
wansooting, Smilar to the nonHireplace wdls of the dining room. The parlorfireplacehes a
mantd that is a vaiat of the Georgian mantd, popular in the 1770s (and pictured by
Frederick Kelly, Early Domedic Architecture of Connecticut [1924], p. 163). On dther 9de
of the firgplace opening is afluted pilagter; these support an architrave, frieze ad cornice.
The top mamba of the cormice forms a 9x inch degp mantd shdf. The mantdpiece is
particularly handsome baecause the fluted pilagers flare dightly from their beses and they ae
edhoad by apand inthe cater of the frieze that ressmides two triglyphs surrounding a blank
metope  The parlor wes evidently kept locked & times (pahgos & night) because its door hes
an iron box lock of abeac 18¢ century type. The parlor hes alarge hearth done of red granite
(which differs from the pink granite that predomingtes on the property), and contains three 12-
over-12 windows.

The kegping room ooccupies the area benind the cantrd chimney. It communicates with both
the parlor and the dining room. Maogt of its walls are plagered from floor to celling, but the
firgplace is surrounded by awall that hesfloor-to-cellingwanscoting mede of ample verticd
boads. The fireplace itsdf hes a granite hearth done and a smple surround  of mitred
molding. The kegaing room hes three 12-ovar-12 windows.

The remaining area on the groundfl oorof the main block of the houseis coaudied by the south
hall. Thisis the hdl onto which the man door of the south facede opans This hdl wes
probably remodded when the el wes added to the house It contains a left-handed daircase
that hes draight mns of dair ad two amdl landings Much larger then the front daircase but
gtill smdl, the south darcese is handsome, with a handrall and turned newd pods mede of
tiger mgde wood, nedlly pegged together with tiny wooden pegs  Undameeth the dairs,

behind an unusudly low 2pand door, is a dosst. The dostt is intereding because it

presarvestl oor-to-cellingwansooting mede from horizontal beeded boards It may be the
remnant of aroom that wes initialy entirdy surfaced with wood wainsooting, as many rooms
weare prior to 1730 (Kely, pp. 145-6). Inthe far comer of the dos, inaaeatha hes bemn

difficult to reech ance the dairs were built, some very old pant is presaved.  The pant is
light pink in color, much like that described by Frank W sh as having been used batwean

(continued)
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1730 ad 1760 in Philaddphia (the Philaddphia paint contained white lead, cdadum carbonate,
heemdite, ad ydlow oche; "The Ealy Ameaican Pdete” pp. 77-84). Mog of the
woodwork and panding in the rest of the house hes recaved many codts of paint, dthough
rgping hes hown that the bottommogt coet of paint in the main block of the house is light

pink or avey dak gremn in svad places Of courss, these colors may e the deteriorated
versons of other colors.

The exterior of the south doorway hes on dther Sde of the door, a narrow, fluted pilagter,
then a samdl pand sumounted by a narow window mede up of 6" wide lights dacked
verticaly, and then a par offlutedpilesters The door currently in the doorwey is not origindl;
the patented Capenter box lock on it wes not sold until 1820. There is atradition that ancther
door, presarved loose indde the house is the origind door. The door in question is certainly
an ealy 5 pand door reinforced by shesthing on the inner 9de and retaining 34" wrought iron
drgp hinges with leef ends

Cut-off tenons which remain earmbsddad in the kegping room floor suggest that the room

initialy may have beendivided intotwo. Thus the origind floor plan of the main block of the
house may have bean: asmdl front hall, akitchenin the front room on the south Sde, a parlor
in the front room on the north 9de, a amdl room with no fireplace in the back on the north

dde, akegaing room directly behind the centra chimney, and a room with no fireplace in the
beck on the south 9de. This would have bean a dandard floor plan for an early 18* century
house, located in eestem Massadhusatts and bdonging to awell-off family.

The ssoond dory of the man block of the house replicates the floor plan just described
(including the divison of the current kegping room into two rooms). Windows in the second
dory ae gengdly ova corresponding first gory windows or doors  The ssoond dory hes a
andl front hall, a beddambea in the front room on the south Sde, a baddnamber in the front
room on the north 9de, asmdl dnambar with no firgplace in the badk room on the north sde,
a larger room directly behind the centrd chinmey, ad a hdl in the back room on the south
dde The front hdl contains a smdl 4-pand door, behind which is the attic daircase, which
mekesatight 90° turn o that it fitsin front of the centrd chimney.

Each of the beddhambashes afireplace and wdlsthat are plagered fromfloor to celing. The
beddhambea on the south Sde hes aearly fureplace surround with amitred molding surmounted

(continued)
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by acabing built into the wall, in the goeoe around the chimney. Thisbeddhambe d<0 hesa
tiny doset with atwo pand door built into the comer of the room. The beddnambar onthe
north 9de hes No dosats or cupboards 1t does, however, have a disinguished early fireplace
surround with avigorous "roll" or bolection molding, mitred a the corners ad surmounted
by aplan pand axd mantd shdf. The proportions of the surround and exoess expoaure of

brick mekes it dear that thisfireboxwes reducad in 9ze, probadly by lining its interior with
new brick wals. Although ather fireboxesin the house may d<o have bean reducad ingze,

this and the firebox inthe origind kitchen are the anesthat how the mogt dbvious gns of

reduction.

The smdl room in the beck on the north contains one window, but is othewise plain. The
room ove the kegping room wes divided into bathrooms (s bdow) ad a hdlway. The
hdlway containsfl oor-to-ceilingwansooting on ane wall, a well as the door of a doset that
endasss the irregular goeoe behind the chimney.  The ssoond dory south hall contains the
upper pat of the south daircass, which hes dready bean desoribed.

The Ell

The ell gpans out of the south hall.  On each of its dories, it contains alarge (two bay) room
that communicates with a smdl (one bay) room. The rooms ae sgparaed by the wall that
contains the el chimney. For indance, the ground floor contains the kitchen ad the badk
kitchen, which are ssparated by a degp wall of mesonry that contains a fireplace, a beshive
oven, ad as kettle. Thefirgplace and the oven gpen into the kitchen. The st kettle and the
mess of the bechive ae located in the badk kitchen. The set-kettle was an invention of
Benjamin Thompson of Woburn, Massadhusdts (Count Rumford) and wes a common addition
to the kitchens of wel-off Newvw Engandas beween 1800 ad 1840. It provided a reedy
aupply of hot water for cooking or deaning purposes (Rumford documants Sodety for the
Presarvation of New Engand Antiquities).  Its avkward plecamat suggeds that the st kettle
in the Warren house wes probably added as an afterthought.  The door of the kitchen beke
oven gopeasto be origind. 1t is of acad-iron desgn that wes popular in the 1780s (Higtoric
Ameican Buildings Survey: Masssechustts).  The kitchen contains two 12-over-12 windows
(south facade) ad an 8-ova-12 window (north facade). The badk kitchen contains two 12-
over-12 windows, and doars that leed to the backyard ad the onedory block. Thefloor
incorporates a full-sizetrgp door, benesth which may be found aflight of gairs leeding to the
cdlar.

(continued)
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There is a baddhamba over the kitchen of the same dmadons as the kitchen, ad a
baddhambar ove the badk kitchen of the same dmengons as the badk kitchen.  Thefirst of
these two beddhambas hes a dost in the thidkness of the chimney wall, to the south of the
chimney. The seocond beddhambar hes agmilar doset to the north of the chimney.

The One-Sarv Block

The two origind doors in the onedory block gopeer to be early. The first is a 33" wide
board-and-betten door mecke up of three beeded boards with two 9' wide battens  Thisdoor

hes 19" long, wrought-iron strgp hinges with round ends but its other "hardware’ is not mede
of iron, but of an extremdy hard wood, carved into aSmple thumb laich.  The wooden thumb
laich is atached to the door with wooden pags (some pags have been replaced by metd

srews). The other door hes a dmilar board and betten constmction, but is smdler ad hes
drgp hinges with damonddhgoed ends Moreinterestingly, it hes a wooden box lock with an
iron mechanism.  Such wooden box locks were dreedy conddared dumsy ad insscure by

1730, when iron box locks became readily avalable and popular.

The onedary block hes one amdl doudlehung window (6 lights over 8 lights) and two
windows that are 18 indhes wide by 20 indhes high. Each of the latter two windows wes
desgned to hold admple, angle sseh. The interior wdls of the one-dory block are covered
by modem wood panding, but a laage dost in ane comer of the room offers us an
unobamcted view of the houseframe. The pos-andHbeam congmction istypica of early 18*-
cantury work: we see a nedlly hewn 8'-by-8' comer podt that hes a plaie, ed tie beam, ad
principle rafter tenoned onto it (in thet order). There are smdl braces (IVi feat long) joining
the comer podt to the plate and to the ed tiebeam.  All thejoints are secured by long pegs
The one gory block hes a mgor rafter, minor purlin roof, a andl verdon of the roof of the
main block (described below). The cdlar of the onegtory block is sgparate from that of the
rex of the houss ad wha gopesr to be the remans of a chimney foundation ococupy the
weden quate of the little cdlar. The ane gory block may have been an outbuilding or even
a little house built by Joneh as atemporary place to live during the condmction of theman
block of the house

The Roof
The atic of the houseisunfinished, 20 theroof isexpossd to view. Rahe then replacing the

(continued)
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origind roof when the dl wes atached, the Warens amply cut atriangle out of the roof of the
man block. The roof of the man block hes a mgor-rafter, minor-purlin sygem, whichis
typicd of 18 century dwdlings in the eestan hdf of northern New England (Hubka, p. 41;
Cummings, pp. 98-100). However, the roof is rather individua within this dass Themgor
rafters are hawvn oek timbers as we would expect. However, there is only ane minor purlin,
that a the ridge: abeautifully hewn, large timber that mns the entire length of the main block.
The purlin is a roughly tear-drop dhgpad, nonrequilalerd pentagon.  The mgor rafters ae
tenoned into each other, ad each are of thesejoints lies in a goeddly Sgpad trench inthe
purlin. Thejoints are seoured with long pags  Because there is a angle purlin, the dhimney
does not rise through the ridge, but just in front of it.

Jmmay
Many of the architecturd ddtalls described aoove are difficult to date precisdly. However, a
numbar of features are charadteridtic of thefirst part of the 18th century (1720-1740):

the framed ovahang

the location of the kitchervhdl in afront room

the origind arangamat of the beke oven in the reer wall of the fireplace

the tight cgptain's daircasewith no hand rail

2-pand doorsin the origina kitchen/hall

remnants (in dosets, etc.) offloor-to-ceilingwainscoting mede of beeded board.

A mgor architecturd overhaul of the house in the middle period (1740-70) is suggested by

other features
. the evident disguisng of the framed overhang;
. the movamat of the beke oven from the reer to the left of the fireplace, evinoaed by

the bricked up opening of the origind oven, the remaning eye of the origind crang,
ad the now usdessdost under the cgptain's darrcess

. the doorway of the west facade ad the loose exterior door thet is sad to have bean
removed from the south facade

. the maldings and fenedration of the west facade, north facade, and the part of the
south facade that predatesthe €l

. plaster combined with window gill-height wainscoting thet hes no plagter under it;

. the fireplace surrounds in the kegping room and two beddhambas in the main block;

possbly thefireplacewal in the current dining room.

(continued)
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The mantd in the parlor may have bean a 17/0s replacamat, or it may have been part of the
larger architecturd campeaign that induded the building of the €l in the third period (1770-
1800) A numbe of features are characteridtic of this period:

the doorway of the south facade:
. the daircase in the south hall;
. the arangemat of the kitchen in the el and the beke oven door;
» possbly thefireplacewall in the current dining room.

Characteridic 19¢ century improvamants indudes

. the reduction of thefirebox in the north beddhambe in the main block;

. the introduction of the st kettle in the badk kitchen of theell;

. some dopimece Norfolk laiches

. the laying of new widepinefloorson top of the origind floor in some rooms,
Thewdl was evidently buih in 1850, 9nce thet dete is carved upon ane of granite cgp dones

Magor congmction goparently exded with the building of the ell, probably because unlike
thelr predecessors, the 19* ceantury families who lived in the house weare andl ad did not
farmintendvey (s bdow). Heraules Warren Fay wes sad to have enjoyed the old-fashioned
qudities of the houss, ad he ad his children goparently mede no mgor dnenges during ther
tenure (1867 to 1957).

Alterations

When the house wes willed to Robat Dekker in 1957, anumbea of dteraions ware mede A
sreanaed porch wes addaed in the angle formed by the main block ad the ell. . The exterior
dgpboards were rgplaced with new wooden dgpoards Sills were replacaed and extrajoists
were added to hdp support the ground floor. Plumbing, eectricity, and hydronic besdboard
heast weare added.  |n generd, great care wias teken that the fabric of the house not be unduly
disurbed. For indance pipes ad mgor wiring were gengdly placed indde of dosats ad
minor wiring was Seked indde the old wdls. Some pods weare given a ssoond encesarat
desgned 0 that a sndl goece would be left for pipes and wires bawean the origina and new
ecaesamats Theinterior wals of the ane gory block were panded over with pine panding.

Two bathrooms were inddled in the ssoondgory room behind the centrd  chinmey, ad
another bathroom wes added in the ane gtory block. Thewindows in these bathrooms are all

(continued)
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replacemants  The kitchen recaved the mod architecturdly sgnificant cheanges  The plader
wadls were panded over with pine exposed beas were addad (by the ample expediat of
dtaching old wooden beas to the underdde of the smcturd bears that were under the
plagter in the celling); and three windows were replaced, dtering the fenedtration of the south
facade Fortunady, the plager walls remained, and the origind windows were kept in the
cdlar. 1n 1997, some of these dangessweaereversed.  The windows, which were too decayed
to use were oopied exactly, and the south facede wes resdored to its origind gopearace

(known from pre-1957 photogrgphs). The modem panding wes removed and the plagter walls
ae visbleagan.

In 1964, the Johnsons who ownad the house after the Dekkers, hed the centrd chimney
reinforced where it is expossd inthe atic and repointed ebove the roof line. Camat blocks
replaced pat of the centrd chimney ach in the cdlar.  The el chimney wes mede to
acoommoddte atile-lined flue for the furnace, which oocupies part of the el beghive oven. In
the 19805 three plager celings wae replaced with blugooard by the then ownas the
Gamons

The Ban

The proparty d<o retans its bam, a one-and-ahdf dory building (55 feet by 26 feet) of pos-

andoeam congmction st on agranite foundation Imilar to that of the house  The dete of the
building is uncertain, but the framing mambas are hewn and a recaipt for repairs to the barn

aurvives from 1803, Its desgn is thet of an early "English bam" with a mgor-rafter, minor
purlin roof. Thebam isbuilt egang abank, 20 that the south Sde of the barn is levd with its
yard, while the north 9de ishdf adory dove grade. In the middle of the north Sde, a ramp
dopes up from the yard to the ground floor of the barn, while on eech ed of the north Sde,

there is aramp that dopes down from the yard to the floor of the cdlar. Inthe 18¢ century,
granite dab cdlars and ramplbank congmction were features of findy mede bams (Hubka, p.
55). Animd pens congmced from huge granite dabs remainin the cdlar of the barn.

The barn was never convated from an English barn to a New England barn, a procedure thet

involved moving the mgor aooess doars from a 9de wal to a gade wal. Mog heavily

worked bamsin Nev England were convearted bawean 1800 and 1840, and Huioka (pp. 54-60)

notes that unconverted English bams are characteridtic of early farms that hed dreedy ceesd
(continued)
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intensve agriculture by the 19* century. This accords with the Warren family history, snce
none of the19* century owners depended primarily on farming for their income.

The bam was still being used for gathering inthe harvest as late as 1905. Unfortunately, it wes
subsequently alowed to fall into serious disrepair. It is now being dowly restored, ad as
much of the original fabric as possble is being preserved.

Archeological Description

Despite 20*-century suburban growth pattemsin Westborough and in the neighborhood of the
Hoxby-Warren House, the property still retains much of its 18*-century mral setting and
potential for both prehistoric and historic archaeologica Stes. No prehistoric dtesare currently
recorded on the nominated property, however, Stesmay be present. Currently, sixty-five gtes
ae recorded inthe town of Westborough with two dtesin the generd area(within one mile)of
the Hoxby-Warren House. Mgjor concentrations of prehistoric dgtesare recorded nearby the
property inthe vicinity of Lake Hoccomocco, Lake Chauncy and in the Westborough Cedar
Swvamp National Regigter Historic District located approximately one to two miles north to
northeest of the Hoxby-Warren House. A portion of the Old Connecticut Path, aregionally
important Native American trail later used as a Colonia path and carriage way, dso mns firom
eed to west across the property. Environmental characterigtics of the property aso support its
sengitivity for prehistoric resources. Much of the property exhibits locationd criteria including
good drainage, level to moderate dope and dose proximity to wetlands (within 1000 feet) which
ae favorable for many typesof prehistoric dtes. Given the aove information, the sze of the
property (1.24 acres), and limited historic period development, ahigh probability exists for
locating prehistoric Steson the property.

Thereis dso ahigh probability for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Hoxby-
Warren House property. Stmctural remainsmay exist from a least one bam and other possible
outbuildings dating to the 18* and 19* centuries. Documentary records indicate the existing bam
dates to before 1803 and was congmcted from two smctures, both of which may have been
located on the property. Outbuildings may have been important for agricultura functions or for
dhoeand draw hat manufacture which dso may have been important on the property.
Archaeologica evidence of occupationd rdated features(trash pits, privies, wells) should dso
survive on the property. Unsystematic digging and constmction haveidentified 19"-century

(continued)
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trash depodgits containing ceramics, glass, and farm implements in severd aressof the property
including the areaof the sngle story addition. Earlier degposts should dso exist. Archaeologica
evidence of privies should dso be present dthough none have been identified to date. One well
has been identified in the front yard area dating to 1850 or eaxlier. It isunknown whether or not
thiswell dates to the origina house constmction or whether an additiona well is present. Stone
walls are d 0 presaent on the property.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SGNIHCANCE

The Joneh Waren House is ae of thefinest and best-presaved exangdes of 18th-century
domedtic architecture in Westhorough. 1t and its oocupants have d0 bean assoaaed with
evats of importance to locd history, induding the early settlement and govamnance of the
town, the rdigious ad politicd controverses of the Grest Awakening and the American
Revolution, and the town's evantud trandformation into a canter for dairy production ad the
manufacture of shoes boots ad drav has AsKeth Savdy hes remarked, the Revered
BEoanezar Pakman, the town's miniger from 1724 to 1782, dood "& the center of the
theologicd, spiritud, and culturd crosscurrents of eghteenth-century New England.” Because
his diaries are anong the most complete and informétive of the records that survive from 18th
century New England minigters, and bacause he knew Joneh Warren, his children, and their
naighbors very well, we can locate the housgs early oooupants with unusud precison within
those broader rdigious ad culturd cosscurrents The houses long assodation with the
Warens and Fays mears that it hes bean comnedted with a number of prominent dtizensin
Westhorough's higtory, but three of these merit gpoedd mention: Joneh Warren, Aaron
Warren, add Haales Waren Fey. Joneh played an important role in the town's early
stlemat. His son Aaon (a cordwang who shipped his waes to the South ad the
Caribbean) hdped pave the way for what would beoome Westhorough's mgor industry besdes
drav ha manufacturing. And Aaron's grest grandson, Haraules Waren Fay, becare
Weshorough's mogt diginguished men of letters (after Pakman himsdf) ad pat of the
literary circle of Henry James and William Deen Howells. Thehouseis, therefore, digible for
listing on the Nationd Regder of Historic Haoes under Criteria A, B, ad C a the locdl leve.

The Joneh Waren House wes built on the Old Comnedticut Path.  Origindly a Native
Ameicantrail, thiswes the path followed to Connecticut by the scout John Oldham (1630) ad
later by the Revarend Thomes Hooker (1636) ad his congregation from Newtown (now

Cambridge, Massadhusats.  Westhorough's location a the intersection of important Native
Amgican tralls mecke it an atractive gte for setlement.  Early surveyors lad out grants,

farms, ad house lots to a@ther 9de of the path.  Although the "wegtaly part” of Marlborough
medke unsucoessful attempts in both 1638 and 1702 to adhieve gregter autonomy, Westborough
did not finaly sgoarae from Marborough until 1717. Even then, the Recards of the
Marlborough Proprietors continued to record activities in \Westborough.

(continued)
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Jonah Warren (1700-1780) and his wife Elizabeth Seavems (1700-1775) moved from
Watertown to Westborough in 1719. On November 20, 1720, Jonah bought a 35 acre parcel
of land for 33 pounds from Thomas Rice, S, recorded asthe present town'sfirst colonial
inhabitant. Presumably, Jonah built his house shortly after purchasing the land. A dwelling
was certainly built by 1727, when it was mentioned in the Records of the Marlborough
Proprietors.

Baewean 1719 and 1745, Joneh and Elizabeth hed 13 children. Joneh wes atarme by trade,
but he dso sold wooden shinges (probably cut from the nearby ocedar svamps whare he
owned land), beef, and At fish. At vaioustimes Joneh saved as atything man, condable
moderator, or surveyor of hignways for thetown. On afew occasons, he petitioned the
Revaed Boaeza Pakman, or gooke to himinformaly, about upholding consarvative,
Puritan mores in the face, for indance of secular incurdons on the ssbbeth.  He may have
bean friendly with, or amply lived near, a Native American named Abimdeck. We know thet
he want to the wigwam of the man's daughter to pray over her deed child~and watt for
Parkman to do the same Jonsh wiss ane of the menin charge of building the timber frame for
the seoond meding house of 1749, and he d0 bought apawv at init. Rev. Pakman
frequently vidted the house to pray and ddiver samons  His vists were espedidly common in
the 1770s when Joreh ad Elizabeth wae agng and suffering from "great and Sare
Troubles” Joneh died in 1780. On March 1, Rev. Pakman wrote "Notwithstanding the
Ran ad veay difficult travelling, | went am. to thefunerd of old Mr. Joneh Warren, who
expired in the aghtieth~year of his agemany people atended. | prayed-ventured to acome
home onfoot. The sow axdicemetke it dangaous toride” A few days later, Pakmen
preeched a samon on the pious Joneh udng thetext 1 Thes 4:14 : "For if we bdieve tha
J=as died and rose again, even < them dso which degp in J=aus will God bring with him."

While a number of the children of Joneh and Elizabeth led interesting lives, the case of the
unfortunate Sareh (1734-74) sheds particular light on the sodd congtruction of medness and
fath inaamdl town in Masssdhusdts in the aftermath of the Grest Awakening. Sareh wes a
young girl during the Grest Awakening, and athough Parkman sucoesstiUy limited the goreed
of enthusaam in Westborough, Jonathen Edwards ad various discples preached to the town,
ad anumber of girls expaiencad siritud rgptures To what extent Sareh mey have been
influenced by such exanes of intense ethugaam is difficult to say, but by the time e wes
twenty, de hed beoome troubled by aconviction of her own damnation, showed Sgns of baing

(continued)
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"disordered of mind,” ad hed tried to kill hersdf savad times Joneh often requested
Parkman to arange fagt days for her, but Sxrah wes avarseto baing prayed over. During one
fadt, de boted from the house ad dsgypeared into the forest. Se gopears to have
recompossd hersdf for awhile, for three years later, 32 maried Sah Morse in the house of
her parents  Snce Morse hed lived with Parkmen, he presumadly knew of her history. The
young couple moved to the Asher Rice-Caatan Sah Morse House, which still dands aoout a
mile avay from the Joneh Waren House They ssam to have lived without incident until
1774 Then, the day after Pakman ddivered a samon intended to inculcate atrue sange of an
in his congregation, he wes summoned to ther house  Saeh hed tried to kill hersdf by
swalowing "agpparas’ (hydrous sulphates). Se told Parkmen that e knew his samon (on
Acts 26:20) wes "directly to ha=—Se hed nov  no Busness to day here ay lagg—No Desres
of Good, ec” A month later, de daded har throat with a razor while Packmen wes
preaching his Sundey samon. Two  doctors were ade to sav her windpipe ad thefl eshof her
neck back together as towngpeople looked on.  Although Sarah occasondly let Parkmen pray
for her or "discourss' with her, de dways indged that it wes drictly for the comfort of her
husoend and children.  Parckman thought her "a Misarably tempted, frantic Woman." With her
ca=in mind, he preeched a sarmon on Jonah's prayer from the bdly of the whae (Joneh 2:1-
10), "out of the belly of hell cried | and thou heerdes my voice” On the same day, Saah
solit her throat gpenby coughing, and the doctors were unadle to gitch it badk together agan.
Ten days later, Pakman "found no great dteration as to the Sate of her Mind, exoept that e
is thought somenhat mare insane”  He thought that his prayers were no longer "o much
agang her will, as heretofore but 4 wes "nat rationd enough to discourse with." When
de died the next day, Pakman noted that her "red Frame [of mind] could nolbe known."
Although Joneh and Hlizabeth logt ather children to untimdy degths Sarah's plight saas to
have bemn the greatest of their sore troubles Snce we have afairly extengve record of the
comings and gaings of neighbors, doctors, and minigers oocagoned by Sarah's condition, not
to mention the particular Biblicd texts that the miniders thought gppropriate to her casg
Sxah's doy dads conddadde light on agoeds of sodd higory that ae frequently
impossble to recondruct from the sorts of politicd and legd records that survive in gregter
abundance

It wes Jonah's son Aaron (1727-1803), however, who would be the next occupart of the Joneh
Warren hou=  In 1778, he moved beck to Westborough. By thet time, his maother wes deed,
ad hisfaher was vary ill. As ayoung man, Aaron hed worked for and lived with Rev.

(continued)
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Pakman. By 1748, he was making does in Upton, the town just south of Westborough. In
1753, he maried Mary Bond (1732-1816), ad together they hed ten children. By 1757,
Aaon ovnaed tanning vats and a tanhouse on Fowler Street, Upton. He medke everything from
women's dress purps to mean's boots he was, in ather words, in the vanguard of the e
meking indudry that would prove 0 important to Upton and Westhborough in the ningteanth
century. He did not, however, fight in the Revolution bacause his sarvices as atama waein
ad of thensdves vauade to the cause It wes his younger brother Lieut. Levi Warren (b.
1741) who would disinguish himsdf as one of Westhorough's prominent military leedasin
the Revolution.

Although Aaron wes dreedy sarving as a sdedman, town viewer, and urveyor of hignways in
Westhorough in 1782, he gopearsto have hdd onto aresdence in Upton until 1790. By 1800
he ad his wife were living done in the Joneh Warren Hous=  1n heeding up the committee
that divided Wedthorough into sx "squadrons' or schod didricts in the mid 17805 Aaron

begen a tradition of supporting education in Westhorough that his son David would continue

It is an interesting meeare of the family's sodd mobility that wheress Joneh hed 9gned his
documans as a "yeoman," Aaron syled himsdf a "gentleman.”

An inventory of theftirnishingsin the Joneh Warren House that want into probete when Aaron
died in 1803-and tha therefore exduded the possessons granted directly to his wife, who
survived him-included: beds and hangings ($49.08), an eight-day dock ($35.00), a dek ad
book-cass, a case of drawvers, alooking dlass ten chairs, around table, two dothes dheds a
"bible & other books & pamphles” pemter, axd may practica iteamns from the kitchen ad
barn, induding a "riding chaize' ($55.00). All told, Aaron was worth $10,000 when he died.
Thedl of the Joneh Warren housewes probably added while Aaron lived there. Aaron's wife,
Mary, lived on a the house until 1816.

Westhorough would shorfly undergo a numbar of dhanges that would dter the complexion of
the town. 1n 1825, the Baptids refiised to pay taxes, cauang aformad sgparation of churchad
dae Thear church, buih bawean 185 ad 1830, wes the first building in town devated
excdudvdy to rdigious uses  In 1834, the main church of Westborough split into two
congregaions—Unitaian ad Bvangdicd—because of theological  controverses The
edablid et of the Unitarian church mey be ssan as the logicd reault of the "progressve’
theologica movemant that wes dreedy goparatt in Westborough in the 18th century, when

(continued)
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Joneh and his son Aaron (both consavative Calvinigs) daundhily opposad it; its founding in
1834 may, however, bear more than a coinddentd rdaionship to the credtion of the Boston+
Worceser ralroad in the sare year, for & Nahanid Hawthome implied in his short dory
"The Cdedid Railroad,” Unitarianism gopeded to the rationdigtic ad improving ingincts of
the age of the railroad. With time, largdy & a reflection of the town's growing ad
diversfying population, Adventist, Methodis Episcopd, and Cathalic durdhes would d<o be
built. The Catholic church wes presumady supported by the 447 Irish inmiigrants who were
living in the town by 1855,

During this period, the town expanded consdaddy enagy on building new roeds or

improving old ones-to Worcester, Bogon, Grafton, Upton, Northborough, and <0 forth-but it
wes the location of the Worcester-Bogton railroad line through the center of town that hed the
gredted effect on Wedborough.  The ralroad dimulated both agriculturd and industrid

production. JA. Fayawesther began collecting and marketing the milk of locd farmers, who
in turn formed a Milk Producars co-opaaive ad a dwesse factory. By 1875, Weshorough
ranked second in Worcester County for milk production.  The rallroad dso sourred the town's
growth & a canter for the production of drav has, boats ad does ad daghs Aaon
Warren mede an early contribution to the boot and doeindudries of Upton and Westhorough
by expanding his nework of trade rdaions out to the Wes Indies ad the southern daes

Warren was a the vanguard of the trades commeradization, but the industridization of boot
and shoe manufacturing wes led by the next gengration. By 1832, 5 dxgosemploying 140 men
were producing $65,000 worth of boots ad des in Westhorough.  Along with both the
town's new wedth and the influx of new inhabitants many of them not well educated, care an
increased atention to vaious sdamesfor "improvement,” from forma schooling, to various

fairs and sodeties devoted to the promotion of better farming and manufacturing techniques to
plans for the provison of work for the poor, to the reetablisimat of the public library on a
sounde footing.

Unfortunately, we know less ebout the inhabitants of the Joneh Warren House during these
years than we do aout the people who lived in the house during the rest of its period of
dgnificance . Nevathdess we do know thet they partidpated in these dhangesin anumber of
ways

It wes David (1772-1863), the third son of Aaron and Mary Warren, who took over the house

(continued)
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in 1816. He wes maried to Fhodoe Watemean of Rhode Idand. We know that David lived as
a "gentleman,” that he was looked upon as a prominant citizen of thetown, and that he derived
some of his income from the farm atached to the Jonseh Warren House, but we are uncartain
what other sources of suppdlementary income he had.  He does nat gopesr to have entared the
boot and detrade like his father. We do know thet he occasondly sarved es atything men,
that he was reputed to be wel educated, ad that he took en adtive interest in promoting
educdion in the town. Not only did he save on sthod committess he wes ds0 founding
presdent of the "Union Library Sodety," which wes formed in 1807 in an atempt to revitdize

acooperdive library sodely first begun in 1773,

The condruction of the rallroad in 1834-35 hed an immediae effect on the setting of the Joneh
Warren House for it predipitated the congtruction of the present Upton Roed in 1836, That
meat that the presant Warren Srest (previoudy the old Upton Roed) ceesed to be amgor
thoroughfare. The ndt reault of these dangesistha a housethat hed onoe bean located & the
intersection of two extramdy important roeds no longer faced ay heavily trafficked route a
al (dthough it could, ad still can, e readily aooesssd from the new Upton Road).  Another
result is the preservation of the Old Connedticut Path in whet is essentidly its late 18th ad
ealy 19th-cantury date.

The only child of David add Mary, May Waemen Warren (1799-1858), maried Jodah Fay
(1797-1869) in 1838, David Waren daded them the farm before removing to Crangton,
Rhode Idand. Jodeh wes the son of John Fey (1748-1837) and Mehitabd Brigham (1758
1844). Althoughthe large Fay family mede many contributions to Westborough, indluding
pionearing the draw hat indudtry, the branch whance Jodah grang were mogt heavily invested
in dairy farming. Rdatives of Jogah owned alarge dary farm aoossthe dreet that exiged (in
other hands) up until aout 1990, and Jodah, too, gapearsto have daived some income from
the dairy indudry. He ds0 famed the land around the Joneh Warren house ad in other
locations of Westhorough, where he grew hay, afafa, ad corn. In 1847, he wes one of three
men who built the main road to Northborough, thus contributing to the town's more generd
project of improving routes of communication and trave. 1t is dso known that he had a pool
of capitd that he lent a interest inthe 1850s  Snce the first banks in Westhorough were nat
founded until 1864 and 1869, the exigence of such private venture cgpitd must have beenvital
to the town's indudrid devdopmat. In 1862, the house wes taxed for its house, abarn, a
andl housg, 80 axesof farm land, 34 aores of pedure ad wood land, 20 acres of wood land,

(continued)
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11 ages of goout land, ad a few horses oxen, cows ad pigs At the ad of his life,
Jogah's assts ranked himinthe top 15% of taxpayers in Wedhborough. It is intereding to
note, however, that what hed bean one of the mogt expangve houses intown in Aaron's day
now contributed little to the vdue of Jodah's edate its vauation wes less than one tenth that
of the largest mangons built by the new indudridists of the Victorian period. By the ed of
the century, the Fays would be known & gatleman fames, they enjoyed consdeaable
prestige because they weare an old family in the town and bacause they were well educated, but
they were cartainly not as well off a the new indudridids.

Hercules Warren Fay (1841-99), their ddes child, inherited the property. Hercules hed bean

born in the house and would live there for much of hislife. 1t was a Harvard Callege that he
met the men who would reman his deerest friends. T.S. Pary (aliterary critic and historian),
John FAske (an American higtorian and the author of works on evolution and philasophy), ad
John Richard Denet (aliterary critic and an assdant professor of rhetoric & Harvard). After

graduating from Harvard, Hearaules atended, and subsequetly graduated from, the Genard

Theologicd Sammay of New York City. An ordained Episcopa dergymean, hisfirst pod wes
& the asadant rector of . John's Church, Brooklyn, N.Y. He then becare the rector of a
church in Hatbush, N.Y. In 1867, he suffered the first of two "sun drokes' from which he
never fully recovered. He wes nevathdess dde to live in England for ayear after this s-

back, and even to marry Miss Elizabeth Johngon, niece of Professor Johndon of the Genad

Theologicd Saminary, in 1869, He subsequantly took dharge of Episcopd churdhes inWest

Newnton and Nantucket. His wife died in 1879. In 1888, Hercules hunsdf took to his bed

because of his illness.

If Hercules vocation wes the church, his avocation wes literature.  His private library wes

reputed to be extensve, with particularly degp holdings in works of thedlogy and andent lore.
He was aperipherd part of the literary cirdeof William Deen Howdls axd Henry Janesad a
regular contributor to periodicas like The Nation. Even after he was bed-ridden inthe 18805

he continued his literary work.

William Deen Howdls d<0 vidted Heraules a the house before writing Annie Kilburn (1883),
anovd s in "Haborough," afictiondized Weshborough. When laier sant some photogrgphs
of Hercules by amutud friend, he cdled them "gilendid pictures of a lendid man," whose
face was "Toldoyan, Titanic." Because mary of Hercules literary essays were piiblished in

(continued)
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periodicals without attribution, it would be difficult to recongtruct his entire corpus of writings.
He was remembered in desth by the Chronotype, however, s a "remakable man" ad
"remarkably brilliant schola” who was dso an "exceedingly kind heated man" who
"oounsdled his children to be kind to the anima kingdom, of which he was very fond." Tax
as=9matt records from 1898 indicate that the property had changed little snce 1862. With
Hercules deeth in 1899, the houses period of sgnificance comesto aclose

Hercules four childreninherited the house. It was the ddest who farmed the land, but the best
known was Harold John Warren, presdent of Submarine Sgnd Co., and a pioneer in the
devdopment of Supersonic Electronic Detection Devices. His company developed the only
effective submarine detectors used by the U.S. and British navies in the World War |. When
the last of Hercules children died in 1957, the house passed out of the hands of the immediate
family. Most of the land originally atached to the house was sold off between 1957 and 1986,
but the house itself is in an excdlent date of preservation. The property retains a barn, which
was inexigence in 1803, sevard old gonewalls, and a 270 foot section of the Old Connecticut
Path that remains much as it must have looked inthe late 18th century or early 1S9th century.

Archaeological Significance

Although severd prehistoric dtes have been recorded in the Westborough areg, relatively few
have been systematicdly studied resulting in limited interpretative vaue for known dtes. This
information indicates that any surviving Stesin the town could potentialy be significant,
especidly thosewith integrity indicating the potential for sysematic study. Prehistoric Stesin
this areacan contribute to agreater understanding of Native American subsgence and settlement
pattems adong the eestem edge of the Massachusatts uplands and the relationship of those Stes to
dtesin the coastd lowlands. Prehistoric Stesin this areacan d <0 be used to test hypotheses
relating to prehigtoric settlement and subsstencein neighboring riverine draineges. The Hoxby-
Warren House lieswithin the Sudbury areaof the larger Concord/Sudbury/A ssabet/M errimack
River dranage. The Blackstone River drainage liesin neighboring towns to the south and west.
Prehistoric Stesin this areamay contain information indicating the extent to which these
drainages and their cultura/naturd resourcesinfluenced the socid, cultural, and economic
sydemsof people wholived in thearea

(continued)
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Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potential to document stmctural and
land use changes that have occurred on the property during its occupation as well as the socid,
cultural and economic changes that characterized the occupants. Constmction features
asociated with different portions of the house can help document exactly when the house was
congmcted as well as when specific changes were implemented to the original constmction.
Archaeologica survey and testing of the areaaround the house and bam can locate additional
outbuilding Stes and determine to what extent earlier dmctures may have been incorporated into
existing smctures such as the bam. Thisform of testing can d<o locate the types of
occupationd related features which were present and their preciselocations. This data may
determine whether the existing well dates to the original constmction of the house or whether an
additional well ispresent. The location of privies can dso be determined. Bathroom facilities,
plumbing, electricity and heat were not ingtaled until 1957 indicating other means of providing
these services were presant until recently. Detailed andyss of the contents of occupationd
related features can aso provide important information especidly relating to the inhabitants of
the house. Thisinformation can range from studiesincluding the generd hedth and lifestylesof
the inhabitants to specific information relating to their family ssmcture and socid and economic
datusin thetown. Theandyss of trash aress can dso hdp these dudies as well as contributing
information on the nature and relative importance of agriculture to the farm and familiesover
time and the importance of manufacturing items such as dhoes and straw hats.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Boundary Description

The property is plot 100 on Westhorough property mgp 10 (1997), lying baween Upton Roed
ad Waren Strest.

Boundary Judiflcation

The boundary retains the remnants of the origind Warren famgdteed as it currently gands, ad
indudes aportion of the origind Old Comecticut Path.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Taken by Blair Hoxby, 1997.
Negatives are the prapaty o the phaiogygoher

1. Oblique view of the houss, saan from Warren Sret (cangafacing NE). The Old
Coimecticut Path pesses through the granite pogtsin foreground.

Old Caoimecticut Pah (camerafacing W) with housein bedkground

Bam (camgafacing SN)

w N
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
October 2,1998 Massachusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Caa Shull VD 28
Nationa Regder of Historic Hlaoes

Depatmat of the Interior -

Nationa Park Sarvice ar 5«l
Mail Siop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Srrest, NW

Woeaehington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad pleese find the following nomination form:

Jonaeh Warren Houss, 64 Waren Rd., Westborough (Worceser Co.), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sate Higoric Presarvation Officer. The ownass of the property were notified of pending Sate

Review Board congderaion 30 to 45 days before the meding and were afforded the opportunity
to commat.

Sncerdy,

Betsy Medberg
Nationd Regder Director
Massachusdts Higoricd Commisson

endoaure

cc.  Blar & Cadine Hoxby
Jeogudine Tidmen, Chair, Westhorough Higtorical Commisson
Joen Bentley, Chair, Westhorough Board of Sdedmen
James Robbins, Chair, Fanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Webdte www.magnet.sate ma.us/sec/mhc



