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1. NAME

Historic Name: 
(NRHP Name)

Free Evangelical Lutheran Church - Bethania Scandinavian 
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation.

Common Name: Bethany Lutheran Church.

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_. national state " local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by4h£ National &tft Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation/Officer date

For NFS use only /
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest date

Chief of Registration
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Address; 
3Q28 

Church 
Street, 

Ephraim, 
WI

Description

The Free 
Evangelical 

Lutheran 
Church 

is a 
rectangular, 

frame Gothic 
Revival 

structure, with 
gabled roof, 

lancet arch 
windows, 

bell 
tower with 

gablets, 
and pyramidal 

steeple. 
The church, which 

measures 
50 feet by 30 feet 

(and 
18 feet high), 

has 
been sided with asbestos shingles. 

Limestone has 
been applied to 

the foundation and to 
the walls 

(in the form of buttresses). 
Despite exterior 

alterations, 
however, 

the church retains 
its simple 

profile and massing, 
the original 

tracery in 
its 

windows and the arched overlight above the front 
entry. 

The interior of the church has 
been modified 

but retains much of its original 
character. 

Alterations and energy conservation measures were 
undertaken in 1940. 

A lowered ceiling was 
installed 

in an arched design with special 
attention to retain 

the original 
lancet windows. 

The original 
ceiling 

lines are followed 
in the altar and choir loft areas. 

The altar rail 
and pulpit were gifts from an 

old church 
in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 

In 1904, 
the pews 

an old Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin church replaced the 

previous curved back chairs. 
The baptismal 

font 
was carved by Bruce Eames of Door County in 

1953. 
The 

present altar was built and carved by Charles 
Pelletier of Door County in 

1958. 
Located on a bluff 

overlooking the village and harbor and near the 
nominated Moravian 

Church, 
the Free Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is 
a familiar and 

important landmark 
in the Village of Ephraim.
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Bibliographic 

References 
(Sources)

from 
A- 

"75th Anniversary of Bethany 
Lutheran 

Church, 
Ephraim 

Wisconsin, 
1882-1957". 

Pamphlet on 
file at 

Ephraim 
Library, 

Ephraim, 
WI.

B- 
Hoi and, 

Hjalmer Rued, 
History of 

Door 
County, 

Wisconsin, 
Volume 

I 
and 

II 
(Chicago, 

S.J. 
Clarke 

Publishing 
Company, 

1917).

C- 
Kahlert, 

John, 
Pioneer 

Cemetaries 
(Baileys 

Harbor, 
Wisconsin, 

Meadow Land 
Publishers, 

1981).

D- 
Peterson, 
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Ocean: 
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Translated with 

intro. 
and 

notes 
by 

Kate 
Stafford and 

Harold 
Naess. 

(The 
Norwegian-American 

Study Units 
(code) 

Historical 
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Northfield, 
MN,

1984). 
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Protestant 
(Lutheran 

- 
Moravia)
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