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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story structure is of coursed native limestone laid in an ashlar 
masonry pattern and measures twenty-six feet high, forty-eight feet wide, 
and thirty-six feet deep. The essentially rectangular plan and unbroken 
line of the facade is relieved on the front and rear elevations by shallow 
centrally located bays. The bay on the front (north) elevation is 
highlighted by a round arch keystone portal. The only decorative feature 
on the side walls is the corbelled cornice which supports a gabled roof 
of standing seam tin that extends in an unbroken line over the central bays

Admitting light and air to the structure are permanently open slit type 
windows which are proportionately one full story in height. Devoid of 
traditional lintel sections and sills, these windows extend vertically 
from the ground level to the second story floor and from the second story 
level to the cornice on the side walls. On the front elevation paired 
window openings on either side of the bay section and the three window 
openings on the second level of the bay accentuate the symmetrical design 
of the arched portal. The bay section on the rear (south) facade which is 
devoid of an entrance, has three evenly spaced windows on each level and 
is flanked by paired windows at both levels in the same manner as employed 
on the front facade. The simplicity and symmetrical architectural design 
of this building is rarely, if ever, appreciated by its occupants.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In May 1866, the Bedford County Court made the initial appropriation for 
the construction of a new jail. Nine commissioners were appointed and 
given the responsibility for preparing plans and awarding a contract for 
that jail which was to be located on the eastern half of town lot number 
70 in Shelbyville. When finally completed the structure had cost the 
taxpayers near $35,000. Certainly that investment has paid for itself 
for that structure continues to serve the county today in the capacity for 
which it was designed and constructed over one hundred years ago. The 
structure has local historical significance for its involvement in such 
events as an.1892 lynching and a jail break in the 1960s which resulted 
in the first death of a Tennessee State Trooper to be shot in the line of 
duty. Additionally, the building is architecturally significant because 
its fabric, design and size set it apart from other buildings in the area.
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