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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Weg Chegterfidld—a village inthe town of Chesterfield—is located in the valley of the Westfield
River in the foothillsof the Green Mountains, with Westhampton and Huntington on its south,
Cummington and Goshen on its north, Williamsburg and Westhampton on the eedt, and
Worthington to the west. The Westfield River runs south through the center of the district.
Further south (outside the district), the river hes crested what is known as the Chesterfield Gorge,
adagprock canyon. The West Chesterfield Bridge (Main Road, 1948, MHC #903,
photograph #1) is part of the higtoric district. The district istraversed inaroughly eedt to west
direction by Main Road, or Route 143, which climbs segply on both sdesof the river, and to the
south by Irdland Street, which extends north of the district as Cummington Road. West
Chegterfidd is approximatdy three miles north and west of Chegterfield Center and is about 700
feet lower ineevation.

Buildings inthe West Chesterfield Historic Digtrict are mainly 19* century in dateand are
resdential and indugtria inorigin. The district includes severd freestanding and atached bams
There are above-ground mill dtesfrom the first third of the 19* century and remains of their
assodiaed waterpower works inthe district dating from the second half of the 19* century.
Dominated by the river, the remainder of the district iswooded upland. The following describes
the buildings, structures, and dtesof the digtrict in chronological order.

Federd Style (cal790 -1820)

Col. Patrick and Anna Bryant House (36 Irdand Strest, ca. 1800, MHC #105) isa 1/2-dory
Federd-gstyle Cgpe Cod housewith a center chimney on an agphdt shingled roof. Located on
land that dopesaway to the eadt, the houseis 2t dightly below the leve of the road. Themain
block of the clgpboard-9ded house rests on gone foundations and is five bayswide and three
baysdep. The entry on the west faBade hes a Federd-dyle multi-light transom within asmple
architrave surround. It hes the small, fixed, gable-end windows favored during the late 18* and
ealy 19* centuries inthe hilltowns. The Bryant House hes hed extensve additions medeto it, but
they do not detract from the original portion of the house There are two, two-story dls on the
eed, and fromthe first ell a 1 '/2-gory wing extendsto the south. The sscond €ll is both wider and
longer then the first and inthe angle of their junction isadeck leading from a secondary entry
that hes aghed roof portico. The sde-gabled wing is 112 storiesin height. Itsroof isbroadly
pitched and extendsto the west to form asdtbox profile. The wing's south wall is fenestrated
with ten-light, full-length casament windows on the first floor and a pair of six-light casements in
its gable end flanked by four-light fixed windows, repeeting the motif of the original Federd
block of the housa At ground leve adjacent to thiswing are solar pands. Behind the wing, the
first ell hes aband of four windows visible & its sscond floor. The sscond ell hes a recessed
corner porch on podson its eest end facing the river. The second ell has bands of three

(continued)
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ten-light casamentson the first and sscond floors. There isadeached bam on the north dde of
the housa,

The Silas and CynthiaRobinson House (632 Main Road, 1800, MHC #28, photograph #3) is a
1 /2-gtory, center chimney, Federa-style Cgpe. 1n comparison to the Bryant House a 36 Irdand
Strest, it ismore modest inscalethough itissimilarly desgned. Itisfive bays wide and two bays
desgp and in the gable ends are two 6/6 ssehflankedby two small, fixed, four-light windows, a
building prectice that cameto the hilltowns with settlers from Cgpe Cod during the late 18¢ and
ealy 19* centuries The eaves have afairly wide overhang and are boxed, as isthe cage with
early Federd housssof the area. The eaves do not meke retums. The house rests on low gone
foundations and hes ametd roof; it is dgpboard sded. The center entry has a plane architrave
surround that endoses afive-light transom. The door is Sx-pand in the Cross-and-Bible
configuration often found during the Federd period. Windows in the house have conservative
12/12 sseh and their surrounds have smpledrip edge lintels. Although the house hes bean
maintained over time and changes have occurred, it isan excdlent example of the Federd Cepe

in Chesterfield.

Job and LucretiaCudworth House (642 Main Road, ca 1835, MHC #22, photograph #8) is a
2/2-gory, clgpboard house, five bays wide and two bays degp under asde-gable roof. The
agphat-shingled roof hes clipped gable eavesand its center chimney hes been removed. Thelae
Federd-gtyle house hes done foundations. Attached to it on the west by a one-story woodshed
connector isa front-gabled horse bam that isvertically Sded and hes ametd roof. Itistwo bays
wide with asde, double leaf vehicle door and an adjacent 6/6 window saeh. The house hes 2/2
seh and itscenter door hes atransom above it that hes been single glazed. Abovethe entry a
hood on braceswas added. Although the houseis later in date, it isinteresting to note that its
ssoond floor windows, (like those in the Center a the Chadwick House, ca 1794, a 15 South
Stregt and the Federd section of the Jonathan and Mary Anderson House ca. 1820, 19 Bagg
Road) are similarly placed very dosetothe eeves Thisisaloca building characteristic.

The Edward and Cornelia Coit House (625 Main Road, 1867, MHC #27, photograph #11) is a
1/2-gory housewith asde-gable roof and one smdl chimney located behind the ridge line. The
west-facing house isthree bays wide and one bay degp, and hes a one-gory wing on the south
that isfour bays wide and one bay degp. Thewing has aone-gory porch acrossthe front with its
lagt bay filled in. There isone turned porch post. The houseisvinyl-sided, and itswindows have
replacement vinyl sseh. Foundations are brick, and there isa section of concrete under the
endosd bay of the porch. Roofs on the house and itswing are metal. The relatively narrow
center entry to the house hes afour-light transom above it.  Thetransom lights ebove the center
door, the center chimney, and the comparatively smal window sze make this house very
consarvative for itsdate. Styligtically it isa Federd-style housethat was built when mogt
builders hed long before turned to other stylistic details to be up-to-date.

(continued)
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Gresk Revival Style (1820-1855)

The Gresk Revivd stylewas along-lasting style in West Chesterfidld. Its earliest gopesrance
among the surviving houses dates between 1820 and 1830, and its last gppearancewas ca. 1855.
During these decades houses with determined Gregk Revival stylistic festures were built dong
with more utilitarian buildings which evince little in the way of style.

The Elijah and Rhoda Higgins House (652 Main Road, 1830, MHC #23, photograph #4) isa 1
2 Sory Gresk Reviva-style Cgpe Cod housethat isfive bays wide and three bays degp. The
windows of the principal elevation are paired a eech sde of the center door. The house faces
south, sits high above the road behind a gone embankment, and hes two old mgple treesiin its
front yard. It hes high done foundations, isaluminum sided, hes two interior chimneys and one
exterior brick chimney on itswest eevation. The comice hes short retums. Sesh in the houseare
6/6, though on the eedt elevation in the geble end, isasix fixed-light window. The center entry
on the south is Greek Reviva instyle. It has abroad trabested surround with wide pilagters,
though an added bracketed hood covers its entablature. The Higgins House is Gresk Revivad in
style, both from this entry surround and the presence of two interior chimneys. In the hilltowns,
the center chimney was conservatively maintained through the Gregk Reviva period and double
interior chimneys only occasonaly gopear on Federd houses These features, door surround and
chimneys, could be later dterations, but if not, the date of the houseis doser to 1830 than 1820
(esitwas daed in the inventory). Thereisasmall coop and agarage eedt of the housea

TheAlvah and Sarah Dunham House (627 Main Road, 1870, MHC #26) isa Cgpe form
house, itsroof not raised as high as itsnext door neighbor, the Edward and CorneliaCoit
House. The Dunham House is M2 dories in height, four bays wide and one bay degp. The
agphdt-shingled roof hes a shed roof dormer on itseedt Sde and the only chimney isan end wall
chimney on the house's south eevation. Also atached to the south eevation isaone-gory wing
with adingle picturewindow. Similar to the Edward and Cornelia Coit House, the entry door hes
atransom above it, in this case of two lights. Sasehin the windows is6/6. The houseisvinyl
dded and has concrete foundations. Eadt of the house isan English-style barn with vertical
sding, and atached to its south end isa shed roof addition. There is aone-gstory shop, three bays
long, south of the bam with dgpboards and novelty siding.

The utilitarian Thayer Brothers General Store (Main Road, 1845, MHC #98) islocated onthe
esdt bank of the Westfield River. It isa 1/2-dory, east-facing building st a the edge of adope
down tothewest. Thewes sde of the roof hasbemn extended to cregte a two-story rear el that
extends across the entire width of the main block of the building. Atitsnorth end, the el roof hes
bem further extended for atwo-story ell, one-by-one bay. Including this extenson, the rear of
the building isfive bays wide. At the sscond story leve the bays are large 88 saah. The main
block of the building hes a Sde-gable, metd roof, and there is one interior, off-center chimney.

(continued)
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Building siding isamixture of wood novelty siding, and horizontal siding; on the eest feBade,
sding hes been removed and insulation hes been temporarily applied over itsopenings. On the
south end of the building, aband of three 6/6 sseh islocated in the gable end, a pair of 6/6
windows on the first floor and a the besament level, which is exposed, isaone-gtory wing with a
dhed roof. Thewing ishorizontaly sded and hes exposed rafters. The mainroof hes a shdlow
shed roof dormer, close to the roof ridgeline, which contains aband of six-light windows and acts
a&s aderegtory to the upper floor of themill. The basemant level on the north and west
devations isopen and in process of restoration.

Rhoades and Porter Plane Handle Shop (653 Main Road, 1854-1860, MHC #96, photograph
#6) issat on the bank of the West Branch and relatively dose to Main Road. The utilitarian shop
isaone-gory clgpboard building under adde-gable roof. From left to right (eest to west) ithesa
pair of wood-hinged, double-leaf wagon doors, apededtrian door, a snglewindow saeh, followed
by aband of four, fixed, thirty-light windows acrossthe north or principal eevation. The shop
hes ametd roof with one chimney and a skylight inserted init. Itisonly one bay deep.
Foundations or footings are not visible.

The Patrick and BriceaBryant House (35 Irdland Sireet, 1854-1873, MHC #31) iss#t onarise
facing et towardstheriver. Itisa V2 story, late Greek Reviva-style housewith a Sde-gable
roof. There isacenter chimney on its meta roof, gone foundations, and dapboard siding. The
houseisfive bays wide and two bays degp and there isa 1 /2-story wing on the south with a short
section of shed roof porch in the angle of the two parts of the building. The wing hes four bays
on thefirst floor and three knee-high windows on the second floor. The knee-high windows have
seh of three-fixed lights. Throughout mogt of the house the sseh isreplacement vinyl with fake
muntins. Both sections of the house have boxed eaves that make retums. The trabested door
surround on the main block of the house is Greek Reviva instyle. 1t has ahigh entablature and a
frieze that is ornamented with afilet and an extended comice. At the comers of the houseare
broad pilasters that support awide entablature, again with abroad,filet-decoratedfrieze. Thereis
an added shed roof, as well as a plywood-sided el on the south west comer of the wing with a
soondary entry. There isan interior gove chimney in the wing.

The Reed-Bicknell-Rhoades House (668 Main Road, ca 1854, MHC #101, photograph #7) is a
sndl Grek Reviva-style Cape, 1/2 gories in height benesth asde-gable roof. The south-facing
houseison aformer curve in Main Road that was bypessaed inaroad sraightening, leaving this
house and itstwo neighbors in their more rura setting. The house condgts of amain block three
bays wide, with athree-bay wing of 1 /2 sories on itswest Sde. Thewing is st back dightly
from the plane of the mainblock. Attached to the west end of the wing isaone-story shed roof
extendon of onebay. The main block has Gregk Reviva-style wide cornerboards, and a Gresk
Reviva widefrieze benegth abroad comice. Originally, it would have been three bays wide with
adde entry, but a Quean Anne-style, hipped-roof porch was edded acrassthe front, and two of its
bays were filled in. The porch hes aturned Quean Anne pog and turned railing. The st-beck

(continued)
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wing hes asimilar porch across itsthree bays, dthough it hes ashed roof supported by two turned
pogs The houseiscdapboard sded, and hes metd roofs and sone foundations. The entry of the
main block has atrabested surround; itsdoor is mede up of two vertical glass pands ebovea
panded lower half. The door of the wing isfour-pand. Windows vary dightly. In the main
block they are 2/1 sseh and inthe wing they are 2/2. The shed roof extenson hes a2/2 window.
There are two exterior chimneys on the eest and west ends of the main block of the house. West
of the houseisacariage bam that is shingled and vertical board sded. It istwo bays wideand
hes ametd roof.

The Gideon and Lydia Rhoades House (621 Main Road, pre-1856, MHC #95) is ageble-and-
wing Gresk Revival housethat would have had morevisible stylistic details a the time of its
congtruction, but hes been dtered. Itisa 1/2-gory, front-gable housewith a V2 -story wing on
the eest. The house is shingle sSded, hes an agphdt shingle roof, and concrete foundations visible
on thewing. The main block isthree bays wide and three bays degp and isdde hall in plan.
Gresk Revival isthe use of the d9de hall plan, the front gable roof with eavesretums, and
evidence of wide pilagters a the comers though they are now mostly covered by shingles. The
wing hes a shed roof porch acrossits Sreat faBade and knee-high windows on its second floor.

All of the sseh in the houseare vinyl, 11 replacements.  There isa separatetwo bay garagewith
agambrd roof on the property.

Sath and Sophronia Healy House (669 Main Road, ca 1857, MHC #30) is st back from a
curve inMain Road and the Wes Branch flowsbehind it. Itisal /2-story housethat hes bean
vinyl sded, and 0 it has logt many of its Greek Revivd stylistic features. Five bays wide and
two bays desp, it hes a Sde-gable roof of agphdt shingles, but no chimney remains in thissection.
The northwest facing house hes a one-gory, shed roof extension a its south eest comer and a1 \2
dory gabled ell on its southwest corner. There are two chimneys in the extension and ell sections
It hes ashed roof porch onthe west. Windows are 1/1 vinyl replacements throughout the house,
The door surround isthe building's strongest Greek Reviva feature. 1tisan architrave surround
with corner blocks and istopped by a projecting comice. West of the houseisatwo-bay garage
with adde-gable roof, and eedt of the house are two sheds

Italianate Style (1850-1880)

TheHorace and Mary Cole House (2 River Road, ca. 1856, MHC #136) isacurious house, s it
isdtered and stylistically mixed. Located & the corner of two roads, it isa2/2-story, dapboard-
dded housewith acenter chimney on itsfront-gabled, meta roof. The west-facing house hasa
two-story reex ell. Foundations are mortaredfiel dstoneon the el and not visible onthe main
block. Thewes devation isthree bays wide with asde entry. The el on its north faBade has six
bays onthe first story: apair of windows next to an entry followed by three amaler windows
placed high on the wall, the westernmost of which hes diamond panesin Colonia Revivd

fashion. A Quean Anne-stylewragparound porch that is supported on turned postsand hes

(continued)
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brackets a the eaves covers the north, west, and south facades of the houss, uniting main block
and €ll for itscorner site. On the north Sde of Irdand Street are two bams associated with the
Cole Hous= Both are large side-hill barns.  The further west of the two isan English style bam
st into the gde of the hill onfieldstonefoundations. 1t hes aSde addition on the south and is
covered with both clapboards and vertical sding. Itsmain entry isadiding track door. Thereis
atwelve-light, fixed window in the north gable and varied added windows & the first floor. The
bam hes ametd roof. The second bam isa New England style barn, Sded in boards and baitens
It hes ametd roof and doors initseedt and west gable ends. The west door isadiding track
door, ebove which isa sscond opening to the hay mow.

The Hannah Terry PeeseHouse (631 Main Road, 1865, MHC #99) isahouseform called a
rasad Cape, which became popular during the 1880s in the region. It isa 1/2-dory house under a
dde-gable roof that ismetd covered. The house hes a Queen Anne style porch added to it on two
ddesthat isnow enclosed, S0 the fabade of the houseis not visible, but it is probably five bays
wide. The main block of the house istwo bays degp, making it amore goacious version of the
raised Cape house form than the Fred and | da Cleaveland House (653 Main Road), which it
otherwiseresambles  There isaone-gtory dl of alengthy saven bays on the south sde of the
house, increasing the house sze till further. The el hes one interior chimney. Windows
throughout the house are 2/2. The clgpboard sded house hes thinly boxed eaves There isased
in the reer yard.

Fred and Ida Cleaveland House (653 Main Road, ca 1875, MHC #97) like the Hannah Terry
Reese House & 631 Main Road isaraised Cape Itisa 1 /2-gtory housewith asSde-gable roof, its
atic levd higher than the gdandard Cgpeform. The houseis modest in Sze otherwise, being three
bays wide and only one bay degp. To add to the attic level goece are two through-cornice, front-
gable dormers. Theroof is agphdt shingled and foundations gppear to be parged; and the siding
iswood clgpboard. The windows, however, have bean replaced with 11 sash, and aone-dory €l
on the south Sde of the house hes an added comer deck in the angle between el and house The
center door surround of the north elevation isplain dock and above itisametd awvning. The
Cleavdand House isamodest cottage whose builder amed to eke out as much soece as possble
from itssmall scde Giving the building a stylistic character was not an objective.

The Stanton General Store and House (1 Irdand Stredt, 1878, MHC #25, photograph #10)
faces eedt and is st dose to the road a the intersection of Ireland Street and Main Road. Itisa
utilitarian building with afew late Italianate festures. It isa2/2-gory, clgpboard-sded building
with adde-gable, metd roof on which there isasngle chimney a one end. There are wings on
both north and south. On the north is atwo-story housewing with ameta roof. It istwo bays
wide and two bays degp and is set back from the plane of the main block. 1t has a<hed roof porch
above athree-dded bay window and door. Saeh are 2/2 in this section, and there isacircular
window initsgable end, an Itdianate feature. On the south Sde of the main block is aone-gory
garagewing that isfollowed by a one-gtory, atached outhouse. The main block of the building is

(continued)
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on gone foundations and is four bayswide and two baysdegp. An entry was st between the first
two baysof the south end, creating cramped fenestration. It is marked by a shed roof on brackets
Seeh in the main block are mainly 6/6. Ssoond floor windows are varioudy boarded up or
recessed with atemporary sesh repair, but they are long and relatively narrow giving them an
Itaianate gopearance. Eaves on the roof meke degp returns, and there are double rekesin the
geble ends. The building hes narrow cornerboards that rise to the entablature with wide filet
molding in the frieze. Behind the house isa smal bam on the west. South of the houseis a
former bam moved to the site. The former bam is one-gory, three bayslong, and one bay degp
and hes ametd roof.

Quen Anne Style (18380-1910)

If theraised Cape were particularly popular during the 1860s the gable-and-wing form became
popular during the 1880s Wes Chesterfield hes agood example of the form in the south-facing
Amasa and Julia Parsons House (620 Main Road, ca. 1890, MHC #123). Thisisar/2-story.
Queen Anne-style house whose front-gabled section is three bayswide and whose wing is dso
three bayswide. Extending north from the wing isaone-gtory ell three bayslong, which ataches
toa M2 -gory addition with afront gable. The latter iscdapboard and shingle 9ded and hes oniits
roof a shed roof dormer with three setsof paired /1 sash. The original part of the househesa
three-dded bay on the first floor of the gabled section and athree-dded bay on the eest end of the
wing. Trim on the gable-and-wing portion of the house adds to its Queen Anne designation.
There isaporch acrossthe wing supported on postswith scaloped, scroll-cut trim & the eaves
The older section of the house has brick foundations and is clapboard sided.

Colonid Reviva Style (1880-present)

The main block of the Healy Company Boarding House (662 Main Road, ca. 1880, MHC #24),
isa2/2-gory building with a 1 /2-gtory wing on its eest elevation. The south-facing Healy House,
soreened by arow of three mature maple trees, is on acurve of Main Road that was later cut of f
0 the house dts of f the road with two other houses. The clgpboard Sded house hes gone
foundations and a Sde-gabled, metd roof. It isfive bayswide and two bays degp, and its second
floor windows are placed dose to the boxed eaves which make returns.  Seeh in the ssoond gory
windows is 12/8 and on the first floor they are 2/2 saeh - the latter would have been current style
in the 1830s Its center entry has a narrow trabeated surround with a projecting drip edge & the
cornice. Within the surround are afour-light transom and a door from the 1880s with leaded
glassabove apanded lower half. There isasmal center chimney behind the ridge of the main
roof, indicating the building was heated by gove or furnace rather than by fireplace. Onthe
wegt dde of the house is an open porch on Quean Anne-style turned posts. The main block of the
houseishighly conservative stylistically as it repested aplan and eevation popular during the
period of the Federd style (1776-1830). Itssimplicity suggessit was a continuation of a familiar
form that was both economica and practical. Thewing is 1 /2-doriesin

(continued)
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height. Ithastwo knee-high windows on the second floor with 33 saeh. Onthefirst floor, a
recessed porch hes been endosed with aband of ten-light fixed windows. There isa center door
and onthe eedt 9de of the door isaten-light fixed window. The eevation of the el was common
in the Gregk Reviva Period, for example the ell a the Patrick and Bricea Bryant House (35
Irdland Street). Itispossble that a the time of its construction in 1880, afamiliar form for an el
weasusd. Itisds possble that the el predatesthe main block of the house, as an earlier
building gppears & this location on the mep of 1873, A structurd anays's could perhgps dete this
el more accuratdly. There isagarage/shed a the north dSde of the house

Thehousea 70 Ireland Street (ca 1830) isasmal Cgpethat isthree bays wide and two bays
deep. It hes agmal center chimney and its metd roof was extended in the rear to accommodate
two extrarooms acrassthe back. The house is shingle Sded and hes bothfiel dstoneand concrete
block foundations. Windows are small and 12/12. The door isdightly recessad and isina Sx
pand, Cross-and-Bible style. There isashed in the yard and afencethat surrounds the property
on thewest dde. Thishouse isso modest in 9ze and materidsthat it has no stylistic designation.

The Wilbur and Alice Stanton House (666 Main Road, 1919, MHC #100, photograph #7,
right) isan example of the Colonia Reviva stylethat was quite common esawhere in the early
20* century, particularly in suburban neighborhoods of the 1920s but exigts in only thisexample
in the village of Wes Chesterfield: the Dutch Colonial Revival. A catdogue house the north-
facing Wilbur and Alice Stanton House is a 1/2-gory, dapboard house with an asphat-shingled,
dde-gambrd roof. From the compact main block, owners mede additionsin severd campaigns.
On the esdt it hes aone-gtory, shingle-sded connector of two bays followed by a front-gabled,
gambrd-roofed wing two bays wide. On the southeest comer of the main block of the houseis a
recessed porch, now streened in, afeaturethat gave the house an amenity without addingtoits
economica layout. Adjacent to the endosed porch on the south or dreet faBade, isalarge,
sngle-glazed window with adiamond panetransom light, a strong Colonial Revival festure.
Attached on the main block on the west is aone-gory wing with aband of windows on its north
falade. On the mainroof is ashed roof dormer with two pairs of /1 windows, and a its west
end isan exterior chimney. Mogt of the windows in the house gopeer to be replacaments, and the
multi-paned originals would have added to the Colonia Revival style of the house The esst
wing ison footings and the balance of the house is on concrete foundations. There are two
shingled shedsin the yard.

The Herbert Franklin Dunham Library (629 Main Road, 1921, MHC #29, photograph #13)

is thethird Colonial Revival building in West Chesterfield. Itisastriking building thet is
styligtically monumenta despite itsamall sze. The building isone story in height benegth an
agphdt shingled, hipped roof. The novelty-sded building is composed two blocks: acentrd entry
block and adightly projecting sscondary block on the eest Sde, both under hipped roofs. Each
sction represents one room. The entry block isthree bays wide, with a pedimented portico on
Doric columns in the center bay. The door hes pilagters a eech Sde and istopped by ageometric

(continued)
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patterned transom light. Thissection istwo bays degp and isframed on dl devations by wide
pilagters a the comers, awide frieze benegth the broad overhanging eaves and by a skirt board.
Windows in both sections of the building are tall and narrow with 4/4 sagh. The eest sectionis
three bays wide and two bays degp and a its southeest corner is a hipped roof open porch on half
length Doric columns above asolid railing.

Structures and Stes

The Robinson Family Cemetery (ca. 1848) isa the southesst comer of Irdland Strest and a
amdl dirt road that leedsto asection of the Westfield River known as "The Bend." S& down
bdow the levd of the road, the family burial ground hes amarble obelisk in the center
surrounded by eight foot sones or small markers of members of the Robinson and Dodge
families. The obelisk isengraved with Zebulon Robinson, b. 1770d. 1849. The other donesare
inscribed with the namesof Thankful, 1848, eged 38; Sarah, 1848; Asa, 1852, aged 57; Eunice
aged 79, 1847, Mary Ann, 1847; Roxanne, wife of Elijah Dodge, July 18, 1850, eged 59.

Thayer's Canal (east bank of the Westfield River, cal850, MHC #907) ison the property of the
Thayer Brothers General Store on Main Road. The structure iswhat remains of a cand built in
1850 from a dam upstream on the Westfield River. The dam, which was do built in 1850, wes
washed out in 1854. The dam abutments are inplace 0.3 of a mile north from the intersection of
Route 143 and Cummington Road (outsde the district). The cand runs from the dte of thedam,
south into the yard of the shop. 1t Sopsjust north of the shop, where it has been filled in. In the
woods where it runs paralle to the river, the cand isabout five feet across and four feet degp and
about tweny-fivefeet eedt of the river. Now somewhat dlted in, its Sone Sructure isno longer
visible but gpopearsto condst only of two earth barms for its Sdes

South of Route 143, the cand hes bean entirdly filled in. Remaining south of the road however,
are three buildings and the foundations of an earlier building with that of its addition, which mede
up the lumberyard of the Healy woodworking company. There isafourth (and recent) building, a
commercia shop (ca 1995) onthe dte as well, but it isunrdated to the former Hedy enterprise.
The older buildings are vacant and deteriorated. The first isthe long rectangular Healy
sawmill/storage building (ca. 1920, MHC #132) under aSde gable roof st & the edgeof a
dope 2 it hes an exposed basament on the west, doser to the water. Approximately 100 yards
south of this building and doser to the water is the brick and concrete block, aone-gstory Headly
deam plant (ca 1920-30, MHC #133). The earlier section of the deam plant isbrick, and the
concrete block addition on the eest 9de of the building datesfrom the 1950s or 1960s The
building now contains someof the railroad carsthat formerly carried lumber and finished
products around the mill yard. Thetracks have bean taken up. Midway, and eedt about 50 feet
batween the deam plant and the sawmill shop, isthe foundation— built into the dope—of a shop
that bumed in 1920. Directly eest of it by about 25 feet isthe small, one-gory wood frame Healy
dorage shed (ca 1940) with ametd roof. The foundations of a kiln, amachine and workers

(continued)
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dhop of ca 1900, and a building called the "lower shop" (1900-1950) are located in this area (dte
of kiln, foundations). Smadler shedsand shdters were, a varioustimes, in the yard for Sorege
and materids, but none of their foundations or footingsisvisible.

Remnants of much of the Patrick Bryant Canals (Ireland Street, 1850, MHC #906, photograph
#14) remain. The cand sygem iswell represented onthe F. W. Bears atlas of 1873, About ahalf
mile north of the mill dte onthe west d9de of Irdand Strest acand runs from the edge of the
Wes Branch to Ireland Street ending & the Irdland Strest bridge. Thiscand is approximeately
300" long. Itisadry-laid masonry cand, now with silt overlay, and is gpproximately six feet
across and four feet degp. 1t begins about five feet dbove the water level with atrabeated (post
and beam) granite block structure, agate, with ahole in the center that is now filled with aniron
culvert pipe. The cand then follows the curving the path of the brook and endson the west Sde
of Irdand Street a the bridge. It picks up again onthe eet 9de of the dreet a the same point ad
on the south sSde of the brook that tums eedt & this point to exit into the Westfield River. The
cand then runs paralld to Ireland Strest in a southerly direction. It isabout fifteen feet fromthe
roed for adigance of about 300 feet, and its masonry congtruction and dimendons remain the
same six feet acrossand four feet deep. 1t Sopsa adriveway into 36 Irdland Street but begins
agan onthe south Sde of the semi-circular driveway crossing infront of the house, now about
two feet off the edgeof the road. At thispoint there isonly one Sde of the cand. The eeden
dde towards the house is gone, though sonesencircling atree a thislocation may have come
from the eest cand wall. The cand gopsfor the ssoond driveway entry a #36 then picks up
agan on its south sde, with both ddesintact. The cand extends along Ireland Street for about
100feet. It ends with asscond trebested granite block structure, a sscond gate For arun of
about 70 feet, a shalow trench about two feet wide and eghteen inches degp descendsfromthe
cand towards the mill foundations, ending a the south eest comer of the foundations. This
trench isthe heaedrace through which water was conducted within awood pipe encircled likea
wooden barrel with iron bands. (Photograph #15) Many of those iron bandsremaintoday in
their upright position, athough the wood saves have dissppeared.

Patrick Bryant Mill Site (Irdland Street, 1855-1866, MHC #906) is located on the east Sde of
Irdand Strest and just south of 36 Irdland Street, where adirt path descends in a southeest
direction to the Westfield river. About 200 feet down the path are the foundations of Peatrick
Bryant's circular sawmill and shest metd shop. Taken down in 1950, the building was st into
the hillside on itswest, 20 the west foundationsresemble aretaining wall that mekes a right-angle
turn into the hill onthe northend. They are about sx feet high. Enough of the eedt, south and
north foundation gonesremain to discern the perimeter of the mill building, which isabout 70
feet by 25 feet. The mill was run by water from StevensBrook (now the West Branch) and
discharged into the Westfield River on itseest Sde.

(continued)
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The West Chesterfield Bridge (Main Road, MHC #903, photograph #1) isa gandard
Massachusdtts Highway design Art Deco bridge, erected in 1948. It isabout 180 feet long and 24
feet ebove the river. It has aconcrete bed, end pods, and ebutments, and itsrailings are iron. Its
Art Deco style comes from the end podts, which are curved and gacked, and from curved
geometric ornament strips between the railing ssgments  There are granite curbs along the edges
of the bridge beside the railings. Inset a the southwest corner of the bridge next to the end pod is
aMass geodetic survey gone# 5345 st into the ground. The bridge offers a particularly
beautiful view of the Westfield River valley through Chesterfield.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are known within the district, Stes may exist. Two
ancdient dtes are known in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characterigtics of
the digtrict represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are
favorablefor the presence of ancient Native American sStes. Thedistrict contains severd well
drained, level to moderately doping riverine terraces and floodplain aress located within 1,000
feet of the Westfield River and the Wes Fdlls Branch River. Both rivers converge in the centra
portion of the district with an areaof repids located south of their confluence, d<o in the district.
The confluence of theserivers and rapids may enhancethe dte sendtivity for the district by
representing afavored Ste location (the confluence) and a potentia fisherieslocation a the
rgpids. The areaknown as Chesterfield Gorge, a degp rock canyon isaso located immediately
south of the district and rapids, and may have had significanceto Native people or, & leest added
to the overall atrectiveness of thisarea Route 143 or the Pontoosuc Peth was o a Contact and
Plantation Period Native trail and may have been present during earlier periods. Given the ebove
information, the Sze of the digtrict (401.26 acres), the availability of open gpace, and known
Native settlement pattems for the western Mass/Berkshire uplands, a moderate to high potential
exigs for the recovery of ancient Native American resourcesin the district. Smdler, low
dengty/low diversity, temporary soecid purpose type-Stes may represent characteristic Ste types
in the district. Larger habitation type-dtes or villages are presently unknown and not generdly
expected in the district. Larger Stes and Ste concentrations, if they exist, may be presant dong
the Westfield River, epecidly in the areaof the rgpids and the confluence of the Westfield River
and Wegt Fdls Branch River.

A high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district, though many
of its resourcesremain to be precisdy located, documented, and their significance identified.
Severd known and potential historic archaeologicd Stes have been identified in the digtrict and a
high potential exigts that additional dteswill be found. Indudtria related stes may represant the
maost common archaeologica resource type in the district; however, resdential and commercia
Stesmay d0 survive. Along the Main Road corridor, the Route 143 Cdlar Hole Siteis
documented a the western end of the district. Structura evidence may survivefrom a resdence

(continued)
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(18* century) located in this areathat reportedly burned in the early 20* century. Structura
evidence of bams outbuildings, and occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may
a9 aurvivein thisarea The Thayer House and Tavern ste (1828), demolished in the 19609
have d 0 bean identified on the north Sde of Main Road, eedt of the Westfield River. Structurd
evidence of the housaltavern, bam, outbuildings, and occupationd reated features may survive in
this area

Severd known and potential industrial Stes have bean identified aong the Main Road and Ireland
Street corridors on the eestern and western Sdesof the Westfield River. On the esstern Sde of
the Westfield River, structural evidence may survive from the Thayer Cand (1850) that ran
parald with the river from adam gte (no longer extant) upsream and outsde the district to the
vicinity of the Hedly Mills and shopsand ste of Kiln and Foundations south of Route 143/Main
Road. Most of the Thayer Cand is buried; however, visible aressindicate the cand dimensons
aefive feet wide and four feet degp. The Kiln and Foundations ste includes the foundationsof a
kiln, amachine and workers shop (ca. 1900) and abuilding caled the "lower shop" (1900-1950).
Archaeologicd evidence may exist from the Litchfield and Mooreiron foundry located south of
Route 143 and eadt of the Thayer Cand. Additional historical research combined with
archaeologica survey and testing may locate structural evidence and features of mill buildings
and outbuildings associated with the Hedly mills and shopsand earlier Williams woodworking
shop (1839) located inthisarea. Structura evidence of the rdocated Old Green River Acadamy
building, assodated outbuildings and occupationd related feastures may survivein the yard of the
Hedy sawmill/storage building a 634 Main Road.

Known and potential industrial archaeologica dtes have dso bean identified south of the Route
143/Main Road corridor on the western sde of the Westfield River. Archaeological evidence of
mill buildings, outbuildings, and occupationd-reated festures may survive from the Elisha
Bidoee gristmill and dam (1810) originally located on the West Branch River (Stevens Brook)
aoross the dreat from 652 Main Road. The main focus of industrial production on the west Sde
of the Westfield River, however, was the Patrick Bryant Mills located in the vicinity of 36 Irdland
Street.  Structura evidence from severd mill buildings, outbuildings, power-reated cands ad
occupationa-related features might survivein thisarea The Jonathan Burr tannery was located
north of the housea 36 Ireland Street. The Burr tannery burned in 1850 then was rebuilt by Paul
H. Cudworth. Petrick Bryant purchasad the Cudworth Tannery in 1855, removed the tanning veais
and operated awood and ironworks busness. Bryant originally operated awood shop and
foundry with a machine shop, cider mill, and distillery in thisarea. Between 1855 and 1866, the
Patrick Bryant cands supplied all power for these mills. The cand extended from apoint onthe
southem dde of the West Branch River (Stevens Brook) across Ireland Street where it connected
agan with the Wes Branch River, then flowed south along the eest Sde of Irdland Strest to the
Patrick Bryant Mill dte where atail race connected the cand with the Westfield River. Much of
the cand trench remains visible today, including the meta hoops that held the wooden saves that
covered the cand or wooden pipe through which the cand water flowed. In 1866, al the Bryant

(continued)
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mills bumed except the distillery. Bryant rebuilt the shopsthat bumed and added anew two-
sory shop south of 36 Ireland Strest, referred to in this nomination as the Bryant Mill Site. In
1877, the Patrick Bryant Mill Site was sold to Hanniba B. Smith and his son Thomas E. Smith
who continued the hoop and lumber busness. In 1920, Frank E. Stanton purchased the H.B. and
Thomas Smith hoop and rim business & the Patrick Bryant Mill Site, now known as the Stanton
Manufacturing Company. By 1950, the Frank Stanton mill hed ceesad operations and the 1866
mill building was demolished. A heedrace, mill foundations, and tailrace are visible a the Patrick
Bryant Mill Stetoday. Other potentia historic archaeological dtesin the vicinity of the Main
Road/lIrdand Streat corridors include dam abutments, bridge abutments, unmarked graves a the
Robinson family cemetery, and shops. Structural evidence and occupationa reated festures may
exist from late 18*-and early 19*-century farmsteads and/or resdences along both the Main Roed
and Ireland Street corridors.

(end)



WR.st ChfistfirfIRId HP
Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JLA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information Important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphlcal References

Hampshire, MA"
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITFCTURF
ARCHAFOLOGY

COMMUNITY PI ANNING DFVFLOPMENT
INDIKSTRY

Period of Significance

18391958

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one amore continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

X. Local government

University

_ Other

Name of repository:

Chesterfield Historical Commission



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet west chesieried HD
Chegterfidd (Hampshire), MA
Section number 8 Page 1

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The West Chesterfield Historic District is significant as afine example of a 19*- and 20™-century
western Massachusatts mill village powered by an important waterway. Inthis casg, itison the
Westfidld River inthe town of Chesterfield. It hes both extant mill buildings and sections of 19*
century waterpower works, and archaeologica dtesrelating to late 18*- and 19"-century
industry. As such, it representsthe significance of water power in the early indudtrial period of
wesern Massachuseits. Ashome to the Hedly saw and plane handle shop that was operated by
genaraions of the samefamily for 120 yearsand severd generations of the Bryant family's mills,
the villageis among the few to have had such long-lasting, family-owned mill operations. At
various times the village had manufactures of legther (tannery), hollow-ware, iron cagings for
gun parts, pam leef hats, wooden-ware, lumber, machine sevesand rims, acider mill, ad a
digtillery. Wes Chegterfield was dso aresdentid nexuswith acentra generd gore and mesting
hall, achurch, and school. Asacrossing point for the Albany Turnpike over the Westfield River,
it was atypical New England stege sopping point, its bridge an essentid gructurefor
communication and transportation fromthe 18 through 20* centuries.

The architecture of West Chesterfield rangesin style from the Federd to modem ranch, but much
of its architecturd significance is carried by the Gresk Reviva-style buildings on Irdland Stret
and Main Road. There are examples of rurd vernacular Itaianate, Queen Anne, and Colonial
Revival-gtyle buildings inthis small district, and they shareintegrity of feeling, association,
workmanship, materiads, location, design, and setting. The district has locad significanceand
meatscriteriaA and C.

Contact and Plantation Periods (1500-1620 & 1620-1675)

Archaeologigts bdieve that the areathat conditutes today's Chesterfield was used by Native
Americans living inthe Connecticut River valley as hunting and fishing grounds, but thet there
were no pamanantt settlement Sites. Remaining from those periods, however, is the eed-to-west
Pontooauc peth that is now Route 143, which acted as a secondary route between Northampton
and the Westfield River valley. Those groups who are expected to have cometo the areaae the
Pocumtucks from the Deerfield areaand the Norwottucks from the Northampton and Hadley
aea

Colonid Period (1675-17751

King Philip's War, which interrupted and ddayed settlement in much of western Massachussits,
had much lessimpact on Chesterfield, as settlement was concentrated a this time within the
Connecticut River valley with Deerfield and Northfield as the northernmost settlements. Thefirst

(continued)
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land grantsto Englishman were issued after King Philip's War when atract of eight square miles
was 2t agde in responseto petitions to the General Court to begin dividing the land. People
intending to settle on the land and gpeculators who wished to trade in land did not take up the
initial plan, however, 9 the areawas not surveyed.

The next atempt to form atownship was madein 1727 and, in regponse, the Generd Courts laid
out two townships in 1728 and five more townships in 1734. They were called Narragansett
Townsghips 1-7, and it was Township Number 4 that was to incorporate Chesterfield. Township
Number 4 was surveyed in 1739, and grantswaere given to veterans of King Philip's and King
William's wars in 1740, but again no one came. It was this surveyed layout that was to provide
the pattern of land ownership for the town when it was incorporated in 1762. Surveyors divided
the areainto asolid grid of lots and applied it over the existing landscgpe and itsrivers. Lots
were ¢t adde for schools and the remainder distributed by lottery. Deeds show thet the
Narragansstt veteranstreated the land as assats sold to speculators, who then sold to settlers
Ore sdtler, Gideon Bisbee, came from Northampton in 1755 and 1756 to work and clear land
during the week, and then went home to Northampton on the weekends. When fighting began
between the French and British in 1756 as the French and Indian War, it became too dangerous to
work, 0 he returned permanently to Northampton.

Records indicate that it was safe enough by 1760 for people to take up tracts and begin
stlement.  Sattlerswent first to the areaof West Chesterfidd ad Irdand Street, and most came
from southeastern Massachusetts. Jacob Litchfield, for example, came from Scituate; Zebulon
Robinson came from Pembroke; Prince and Barnabus Cowing and George Buck arrived from
Bridgewater; David Macomber from Easton; and Nathanie Bryant settled herefrom Plymourth.
They settled in rough proximity to each other on Irdland Street, which was given that nameon its
southem end to reflect the Irish origins of itsfirst settlers and their families: George Buck, ad
Prince and Barnabus Cowing.

Settlement then took place a the Center and South Street and a Damon Pond Road. With agrid
pattern of lots applied by the original surveyors over existing paths and the rivers. Chesterfield
departed from the linear street village pattern of earlier Connecticut River Valley towns of the
17+ century. Each Chesterfield settler had contiguous house and fields, rather than centra house
lots and outlying common land. Asthey bought the lots within the grid, settlers dustered
together as family groups or to be near others, but overal it was adigpersed pattern of settlement
in Chegterfield. Meanwhile, lots were st adde for a meetinghouse and for the minigter, but none
specificaly for acemetery. The all-important first sswmill was erected in 1761 by Josph
Bumell north of the center, and inthe following year of 1762 the town was incorporated and its
name given as Chesterfield, after the fourth English earl of Chesterfield.

(continued)
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Wes Chesterfield was within the grid pattern, but roadswere laid out to conform to the
topography and existing Native American paths as much as to property boundaries Main Roed
waes laid out in 1760 as the Pontoosuc road from Hatfield to Pittsfield and connected West
Chesterfidd with the town center by aroad rather than path, and provided acrossing over the
Westfield River. The first road authorized by the town was Ireland Stret in 1762, and it hes kept
its path ever ance. After Main Road, an dternativeto its gegp inclines was congructed with the
River Hill Road built in 1769 from Northampton to Pittsfield, crossng the Westfield River ad
Irdand Streat a aplace caled "The Gate” now the generd location of the Horace and Mary
Cole House a 2 River Road. Thisroad was the esst-to-west road which encouraged settlement
in West Chesterfield on Irdland Strest & the junction with River Road, an areapartially included
in the district.

In 1767 townspeople voted to kegp aschooal for their children. Typically, school would be held in
asiesof homes and teachers boarded among the familiesof their schoal district. Every year
from 1763 to 1792 someone was gppointed to overssethe schoals inhisdistrict. There were
three districts to begin with, and the west school district was al of Chesterfield on the west Sde

of the Westfield River. By 1765 there were thirty familiesand 161 people making up thetown's
population. The first mestinghouse was erected in 1768 in the Center, and in 1769 the districts
were given town approvd to build schoolhouses, ane per didtrict.

Federd Period (1775-1820)

In the prelude to the Revolutionary War, Chesterfiel d'sresdents, having <o recently settled, were
occupied with building homes, laying out roads, gettingfiel dscleared and planted, and hiring a
minister. Town reports do not record regponsesto the oncoming war, or events in Boston, until
1774 when the townspeople were advised to gart learning military skills and organize amilitia.
Only three men had uniformsa the time, and whentwo didn't show up for church intheir
uniformsas agreed upon, the third was left to look ridiculous. The dow gart continued in May
1774, whenthe town failed to sand representatives to the Generd Court and, in October, resdents
refused to sand representatives to the Provincid Congress in Concord. They did, however, that
same year form amilitia, drill Minutemen, and stockpile gun powder, lead and flints, which they
kept in the meatinghouse under the pulpit. In April of 1775, Chesterfield st its 39 Minutemen
to Lexington, mog of whom went on to Dorchester to sarve under Colonel John Fdllows. Despite
their rductance to leave home and work, 200 Chesterfield men had served before the Revolution
Was over.

Following the war, townspeople suffered with their neighboring communities from high taxes,
deflated currency, nonpayment for their war service, and indebtedness & home. Townspeople
rdlied for thosewho werejailed for debt, and there was condderable sympathy among
Chesterfield resdents for Danid Shays rebdlion. Others held fast to expectations of

(continued)
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improvements, which did, indeed, come about. Gradualy, town population increesed. In 1790
there were 1,183 people and by the end of the Federd Period it had risen to 1,447. Farmers raisd
hay, rye, flax and com, and raised pigs, shegp, and cows. They paid their taxeswith income from
the hay and traded the other grains for cash in Northampton

To accommodate the larger number of children, six school digtricts were st up in 1785 and a
sventh added in 1790 with the intention of having a schoolhouse in each of the digtricts.
Chesterfield's schools were not represented on the mgps of 1794 or 1830.

Trangportation improved in 1793 when gage coach sarvice came to Chesterfield. Then in 1797
the Third Massachusetts Turnpike Company made River Hill Road part of a turnpikefrom
Northampton to Pittsfield going through Chesterfield Center following the route of Main Roed
but west of the Center running more directly west to apoint in the river known as "The Bend."
Thetoll gateweas in West Chesterfield a the west end of the toll road's bridge crossing the
Wedtfield River known as High Bridge. The turnpike company ussd part of thetoll to maintain
the road for better travel.

Changes occurred in Chesterfidld's town government when, in 1828, it abided by the separation
of church and date and the Congregetional Sodety farmed to manage church affairs. The

sgpar ation was given mamentum by the fact that a Baptis Sodety had bean formed asearly as
1780 and its members wer e unwilling to support two churcheswith ther taxes The Baptids
atendad thdr services in Worthington and Chegerfidd in homes of membears then when they
had gronn large enough, therr fir stchurch building was congmcted in 1792 in West Chedterfidd
on the edtendon of River Hill Road on the west Sde of the river (now gonebut in area of deed
end roed Windy Lane). In 1825, thisfir stchurch was dismantled and anew samaller building put
up in Robinson Hollow of Wes Chedterfidd on o near the ste of 70 Ireland Stredt.

Wes Chegterfidd's industria history began during the Federd period when in aoout 1776 Mgjor
Littlefield built on the Westfield River (south of the district a the border with Huntington) a grist
and sawmill. Littlefield went beyond the basic mill operations to dso include a carding mechine
and cloth dressing or fulling equipment. Further north on the West Branch of the Westfield
River, long known as Stevens Brook, Elisha Bisbee built agristmill and adam (ca 1810, both
now gone) in Wes Chesterfield. It was acrossthe dreat from 652 Main Roaed and was along-
used Ste. Bisbee sold the sawmill to Captain Jod Thayer who ran it until he died in 1832

In 1828 Ansd Thayer, Jod Thayer's nephew, and hiswife Elvira built a house and tavern
(Thayer House and Tavern site (634 Main Road) just eed of the present Thayer Brothers
General Store (634 Main Road, 1845, MHC #98) for dagecoach passengers traveling between
Northampton and Hinsdale, aroute that laged until the end of the Civil War. A hipped-roof
Federd-gtyle building that rivaled the Starkweether housein the center, the Thayer house ad
tavern was demolished in the 1960s.

(continued)
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Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Many of Chesterfield'sreddents—both young and old—headed west towards the American
frontier during the Early Industrial period; so many that the population declined from 1416in
1830to 811 in 1870. Ironically, thiswas atime of congderadle activity in Wes Chesterfield.
The men drawn to this part of town were interested inbudnessas well as farming, and hed
mechanica skills and experience inindustriad processes. What probably amounted to a handful
of men a any one time (some of whom were brothers and sons) gppear and regppeer on the
industrial mgp of West Chesterfield.

Deeds, acoounts, wills, and mortgages reved afinancia network among these industry-oriented
men. Dr. Robert Starkwegther (416 Main Road, & the center), for instance,financedmore than
one purchase. Men partnered, invested inamill and its privileges, then one would sdll out to
invest in another business and a second take hisplace. A man might own atannery, and then
shift to partnership in an unrdated busness such as afoundry. A mill might contain severd
manufacturing functions. housing awoodworking shop and agun nipple maker or it could
change itsfunction from tannery to foundry. The presence of a good water power source wes the
only requisite congant, and owners were keen to maintain the most condsent power source
possible, 0 over time they experimented in cands, water whed's, deam power, and eectrica
gengrators. John Hayward's Gazetteer of Massachusetts, published in 1847, describes the sate's
indudriestown by town. Chesterfield, he reported, manufactured lesther (tannery), hollow were,
iron cadings, palm-leaf hats, wooden ware, lumber, and more. The making of pam leaf hats was
a cottege industry carried out & home by many women and their children, but the remaining
manufacturers were shop-oriented, and severd of them were in Wes Chegterfield.

Wes Chegterfidd grew as avillage during this period with additional houses, farms, dores, ad
taverns. A flood was the precipitating factor for someof this construction; in 1839 the Westfield
Riverfloodedand destroyed mills in the south part of town. When that happened, oneman
moved to a lessvulnerable dretch of river in Wes Chesterfield. William (Jonathan) Williams
moved his woodworking shop (now gone) to the digtrict a aprivilege on the eest bank of the
river just south of the Route 143 bridge, now the location of the Healy Sawmill/Storage
Building onMain Road. He built adam 200 rods north of the bridge (outsde the district).
Williams went bankrupt within ayear or 0, and his busness went through a seriesof owners.
Lemud K. Baker and Rufus Hyde bought it to run as a sawmill, broom handle factory, wool
carding mill, and button factory ca 1845 and ran it until 1848. Hyde sold out to Baker in 1848
and in the dead described acand (Thayer's Canal, MHC #907) and dam, which they mug have
erected batween those years over Ansal Thayer's property on the north Sde of Route 143 (dam
outsde the district). Accountsvary, but either in 1848 or 1850, springfloodson the Westfield
River took out the dam that Hyde and Baker had been usng. Hyde, amechanic, buih anew dam
updream of the one that had been lost. Hisnew dam was designed to divert the water towardsthe

(continued)
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esdt bank where it entered a pipeline and was conducted to the Thayer's Canal that went to the
mills. Itlaged only four years and was washed out in 1854; however, the cand remainedin
place. Themill changed handsin 1854 when Gideon W. Rhoadeswho lived a the Gideon and
Lydia RhoadesHouse (621 Main Road, pre-1854, MHC # 94), took over ownership from Baker
and began the manufacture of plane handles. Indeed of rebuilding the dam, Rhoades turned away
from water power and adopted an dternative source, which was consdered more reliable. He
ingaled ageam engine and added anew mill to the mill yard (ca 1854, afew yards south of the
Healy Sawmill/Storage Building) by buying and moving from Worthington an 1836 building
that hed been Green Mountain Academy (now gone). Photogrgphs show it was alarge, two-story,
gable-roofed, wood-frame building.

[llustrating the perdstence shown by industrial men of West Chesterfield and the difficulties of
the busness are the pogt scripts on Hyde and Baker. After he left the mill busnesswith Lemud
Baker in 1848, Rufus Hyde and his wife Catherine moved to Rowe, where they both drowned in
another flood while trying to save their mill. When Lemud Baker sold the mill to Gideon
Rhoades, he moved further south on the Westfield River neer the border with Huntington where
he built asawmill (ca 1849) that was gone by 1879.

Meanwhile, Gideon Rhoadessmill ran by seam until 1860 when two new owners ~ Amasa
Parsons who lived a the Amasa and Julia Parsons House (620 Main Road, ca 1890, MHC
#23), and Sath Alden Hedly became partners manufacturing sav and plane handles. They
negotiated anew leesewith Ansdl Thayer to build adam upstream and to continue using the
cand sysem, which they recondtituted. Patrick Bryant (Patrick and Bricea Bryant House. 36
Irdand Street, 1854-1873, MHC #31) condructed the dam, and it laded more than a century. Seth
Hedly lived a the Seth and Sophronia Healy House (669 Main Road, 1857, MHC #30). The
firm Parsons & Hedy laged until 1870, when Amasa Parsons sold his shareto Levi Olds of Wes
Chegterfidd. Olds lived in the Gideon and Lydia Rhoades House (621 Main Road, pre-18%4,
MHC #94). The firm of Hedly & Olds manufactured saw and plane handles until 1877, when
Seth Hedly bought out Levi Olds. The firm became SA. Hedy and dayed in the family for the
next 120 years. In the late 1870s, Hedly was employing three to Six men.

On theWest Branch, the Bisbee sawmill of 1810 passed from Captain Joel Thayer in 1832 to a
seriesof owners. It went to Reed & Tower Lyman during the period, though their names do not
appear inthe History and Genealogy of the Families of Chesterfield, Massachusetts.

At 632 Main Road isthe Silas and Cynthia Robinson House, (ca. 1800, MHC #28, Photograph
#3). This Federd-style house was originally located north on the river, and the Thayers moved it
before 184 to this dite, parhgpsas arenta property. Slas Robinson was the son of Zebulon and
Eunice Robinson from Robinson Hollow on Irdland Street (in the district).  Silas was atannery
operator but moved away from Chesterfield during the period.

(continued)
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While the wood mills south of the bridge were being developed, a ssoond business, a tannery,
darted further south on the et bank of the Westfield River. In West Chesterfield, just north of
the housea 36 Irdland Street, Jonathan Burr built atannery, ca 1825. The tannery went through
anumber of hands among them tanner and farmer Job Cudworth (Job and Lucretia Cudworth
House. 642 Main Road, ca 1835 (MHC #22, photograph #8), Silas Robinson, (Silas and
Cynthia Robinson House (632 Main Road, 1800, MHC #28), and Alpha Thayer who lived north
of the district. Thetannery burned down in about 1850 and was rebuilt by Job Cudworth's
brother Paul H. Cudworth, who lived in Col. Patrick and AnnaBryant House (36 Irdand
Street, ca. 1800, MHC #105) and who continued to operate it as atannery.

Then in ebout 1855, Patrick Bryant (Patrick < BriceaBryant House. 35 Ireland Sirest, 1854~
1873, MHC #31, Photograph #5) bought the tannery from Paul Cudworth, removed the vats, and
used the property to operate as awood and iron works budness. He had awood shop and a
foundry with a machine shop, acider mill, and adistillery. According to amap of 1860, Bryant
wes producing machine seves and rimsand running asawmill. The cand built from Stevens
Brook (West Branch) to the Westfield River, described above, powered this dte and dates
batween 1855 and 1866. The budness operated until February of 1866, when all but the ditillery
burned down. Bryant rebuilt al the shopshe had lost, and then added anew two-story shop south
of the house a 36 Irdand Streat by afew rods. All the operations are potentially contained in the
Patrick Bryant Mill site, 1855-66. In the new shop he continued the wood and meta works, as
he hed acircular sawmill and goace for fashioning sheat meta into maple sgp collection pans and
dove pipes. Patrick Bryant was ameder millwright as well as mechanic. Heand Briceahad ten
children; surviving to adulthood was their daughter Elizabeth, and four sonsRoyad, Orrin, Calvin
and Edgar. Patrick and hisfour sonswere known as "Bryant's Band," as they all worked together
building and operating mills and their waterpower sygems

In 1846, Lyman Litchfield and Duandler Moorejoined the West Chesterfield industrid village.
Litchfield and Moore built an iron foundry on Main Road where they made the Green Mountain
cook stove, plows, cultivators, and mop gicks (now gone). Lyman was married to Susan Moore
of Montgomery in 1837, and Duandler Moore is likely to have been an in-law as he does not
gopear in West Chesterfield. Their gove shop was on the north Sde of Main Readjust west of
the current location of 668 Main Road, the Reed-Bicknell-Rhodes House (1854. MHC #101),
and the foundry gppears on the mgp of 1860 on the south Sde of theroad. Litchfield and Moore
sold the busness about 1856 to Alpha Thayer and his 26-year-old son Edward, who carried on
the foundry. Thiswas the same Alpha Thayer who had previoudy been operating the Ireland
Strest tannery, which had bumed down in 1850. The foundry the Thayers were operating in 1861
burned aso, but Edward Thayer rebuilt it as agristmill and put in anew dam on the West Branch

to power it.
A pog office weas established in West Chesterfield in 1849 and was kept in local houses The first

(continued)
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posgmedter was JamesAngell in 1849, in a house now gone on Main Road next esdt of 632.
Angell was ashoameker. Following Angell, Descon Job Cudworth was pogdmeder in 1852 and
kept the Pogt Officeinhis house Job and L ucretiaCudworth House. 642 Main Road, 1835,
(MHC # 22. Photograph #8) The pogt office then dosaed in 1858 and was not reauthorized until
1882.

A Main Road bridgewaes in place by 1854 & the location of the current West Chesterfield
bridge. A photograph of 1860 shows that it was an open wood bridgewith high wood plank
ddes It wes cdled the Thayer Bridge (now gone).

Representing the section of town known as "The Gate' on the south end of the higtoric didtrict is
Zebulon Robinson, J., whose father Zebulon was one of the early settlers of Chesterfield and
savad the town in the Revolutionary War. Zebulon . was married to Eunice Jossdyn in 1791.
They were among the familiesthat settled near "The Gaie'—the tollgate of the River Hill
turnpike that connected Chesterfield Center with West Chesterfield and crassed the Westfield
River on High bridge (the foundations of which are extant outsde the higtoric district). The
Robinsons lived on Ireland Street with their deven children in ahouse now gone, and later
bought the old "Gate Tavern" (not extant), wherethey lived until Zebulon and Eunice died
regpectively in 1849 and 1847.

They are buried in the Robinson Family Cemetery (ca 1848) on Ireland Strest & the comer of
an aocoess road to The Bend of the Westfield River. The intersection, infact, isknown as
"Robinson Hollow," and the cemetery ison land formerly owned by the Robinsons. Buried
nearby are two of their children and other descendants including Asaand hiswife Thankful, who
built and ran agore a the Horace and Mary Cole House, 2 River Road acrossthe greet from
the tavern; their children were Walter, Sareh and Mary Ann, al of whom died within two yeers of
each other; and their oldest daughter Roxanna, who married Elijah H. Dodge. Thetwo Dodge
children, Eliza and Elijah, are named on the main gone but do not have markers.

Architecture 1830-1870

This was the mog active period in Wes Chesterfidld's history for new congtruction. Greek
Reviva style buildings are the Patrick and Bricea Bryant House, 35 Ireland Street,(1854.
MHC #35); the Gideon and Lydia Rhoades House. 621 Main Road, (1856. MHC #94); the Job
and LucretiaCudworth House, 642 Main Road. (1835. MHC #22) (Photograph #38); the
Elijah and Rhoda Higgins House. 652 Main Road, (ca. 1830 MHC #23,Photograph #4); the
Henry and Alice Edwards House. 668 Main Road.(1854. MHC.#101, Photograph #7); the
Alvah and Sarah Dunham House 627 Main Road. (pre-1845,, MHC #26); and the Seth and
Sophronia Healy House. 669 Main Road. (1857; MHC #30). "

(continued)
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During the 1860sto 1870, the Hanah Terry Peese House, 631 Main Road, (1865, MHC # 99);
and the Edward and CorneliaCoit House, 625 Main Road, (1867. MHC #27, Photograph
#11) were built inaconservative and modest manner. Asaresult, neither display features of the
high architectura styles of the day—Itdianate or French Second Empire. The Coit and Dunham
Houses were congtructed on very similar plan and eevation, while the Rees2 House hed alater
Quen Anne porch added to it. The Rees= House hes had a deceptive Queen Anne gppesrance
ever snce, when originaly it would have been asmple Cagpeform house as were itsneighbors.

Shops built during the period were the Thayer Brothers General Store, 634 Main Road, (1845.
MHC #98) and the Rhodes & Porter Plane Handle Shop. 653 Main Road, (ca 1861, MHC
#96, Photograph #6) both of which are utilitarian buildings that emphadzed getting light to their
interiors over any stylistic ornament.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

Wes Chesterfield during the Late Industriad period remained the industrial locus of the town, but
the town itself was shrinking. In 1870 the population was 811; itfell in 1880 to 769, and in 1910
it was 681. TheU.S. censusesfor the period show that Chesterfield remained agricultural, but
Wes Chesterfield was primarily active with six saw and three grain mills, amill for making plane
handles, amill for making seve rims, and amachine shop. Most of Wes Chesterfield's

industrial men were dso farming as a maiter of course.  During the Late Industrial period. Wes
Chegterfidd's principal mills continued to operate, though some changes in ownership took place.

About 1877, the Bryant'smill (Patrick BryantMill site. Ireland Street) was sold to Hannibal
B. Smith and his son Thomas E. Smith, who continued the hoop business and the lumber busness
with the help of eight to ten men. Their hoops were used for finesevesbut d<o for riddle (coarse
sand seve) hoops and rolling hoops, ussd for banjo rimsand drumrims. The Smiths shared some
of their goacein the mill with Patrick Bryant who continued to work. Wentworth's Hampden.
Hampshire Counties Directories and Register of 1871-1872 illudtrates the importance of the
Bryant family in West Chesterfield during the Late Industrid period. Patrick's sons Royal,
Orrin, Calvin, and Edgar, were listed as machinids, as ssawmill operators, and as deve rim
manufacturers, while Patrick Bryant himsalf was individualy listed as amanufacturer of sove
and tinsmith work and as wheelwright. Peatrick Bryant died in 1884. The Bryant brothers owned
three housss in West Chesterfield in 1873 ~ 35 and 36 Ireland Stret (Patrick & Bricea Bryant
House and Col. Pat & AnnaBryant House, and alarge Greek Reviva-style housejust south of
35 (now gone, but itsraised plot isvisible).

Seth A. Hedly was in the old Green River Academy building (not extant) in the yard of the Healy
Sawmill/Storage Building. 634 Main Road, making plane and saw handles during this period,
but he 0 rented out goaceinitinthe 1880sto Henry L. Eddy, a blacksmith, who manufectured

(continued)



NPS Forni 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet west chesieried HD
Chegterfiddd (Hampshire), MA
Section number 8 Page 10

gun nipples, and to Lyman Hitchcock, who ran agenerd wood turning busness. Seth Hedly died
in 1890, but his sons Gilbert, Jamesand Fred had been working in the business ance their teens
D were reedy to take over, while their Sser Martha ceded her interest in the mills. Marthahad
married Fred Cleavdand, agun tube (barrel) maker, and they lived a the Fred and Ida(first
wife) Cleaveland House. 653 Main Road, (ca 1875, MHC #97). Fred Hedly died in 1896 0
Gilbert and James and their mother Sophroniatook over the company and Hedly's Saw and Flane
Handle Company continued to thrive on the south Sde of Main Road under their managemant in
the location of Healy Sawmill/StorageBuilding. By 1900 they were producing 280,000 handles
and hed 21 working a the mill. Thislarge anumber couldn't be accommodated in existing
housing, <o they built the Healy Company Boarding House. 662 Main Road, (ca 1830, MHC
#24), where Jamesand ClaraHedly dso lived. A ssocond large mill building was added to the
mill yard (Siteof Kiln and Lower Mill Foundations), and water power ran the machines in both
building (both now gone). Gilbert Hedy and hiswife Mary lived a 631 Main Road, the
Hannah Terry Peese House (1865, MHC #99).

The Edward Thayer gristmill (now gone) on the West Branch changed hands once again when
William Adams and hiswife Marthacame to Wes Chesterfidld from Lee, Massachusetts  They
mey have come as early as 1859 but were certainly here by 1867. Adamswas amiller and ran
the mill until the couple moved to Williamsburg soon after the alas of 1873 was made, which
identified them as the mill's owners. In 1874, William Henry Adams drowned in the
Williamsburg flood. Severd years later, in 1877, the Adams mill was sold to the company
Soenox & Read. Following afamiliar pattern. Spencer and Reed turned the grist mill into a
wood mill manufacturing rakes, hat racks, picker gicks, and more. By 1887 the Soencer ad
Read woodworking mill was owned by Elijah Hafford Higgins and his son Charles. (Elijah and
Rhoda Higgins House. 652 Main Road, (ca 1820, MHC #23, Photograph #4). Asweasthe
caz= dsawhere in West Chesterfield, the woodworking mill was converted by the Higginsto a
new use, thistime it was converted to a shop making gun tubes, (now gone).

On the mgp of 1873, awood turning mill gppearsa 663 Main Road. Probably built after 1861,
when Edward Thayer built adam onthe West Branch, it isthe Rhodes and Porter Plane Handle
Shop, 663 Main Road, (ca 1861, MHC #96, Photograph #6). Sinceitisnot identified asa
sparaemill busnessinany of the accounts of West Chesterfield'sindustries, it may have bean
an outbuilding of Thayer gristmill (next upstream), later splitting off as asecond business
Fpenoa and Reed's woodworking business in place after 1877 may have usadit.

Severd other new buildings gopeared during the period, which are now dtill ganding. In 1878, the
Stanton General Store and House, 1 Ireland Street (MHC #25, Photograph #10) was built by
Dwight I. and Ada Stanton. The building was both home and dore for the Stanton family of four
children, and the sscond floor of the dore was kept open as ahall, 9 it was asocid canter as
well. Membersof the West Chesterfield community are said to have contributed to the expense

(continued)
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of itsbuilding, and Sunday church sarvices were held here, as well as parties and meetings of
groups auch as the West Chesterfidd Ladies Aid, who met herefrom 1900-1944. Across Main
Road from the Stanton Store was asmall gore and pogt office (now gone) owned by Orrin Tirrell
and, by 1872, run by his son Josgph Wells Tirrell, who was the pogmagter as well. The pogt
officemay have been dosad down for a period after 1873, but in 1832 it was authorized agan for
Wes Chegterfidd and itsfirst pogmester was Dwight Stanton, 0 it was moved to Stanton's
Store. Ada Stanton took over as postmeder in 1890 until 1915, when e retired and her daughter
Corawes gopointed. Stanton's Store becamethe village's pogt office and remained o until
1953. Howard Dwight Stanton and hiswife Abby joined Howard's father and mother in
operating the store.

A new school, asmall Cepe, for West Chesterfield was built not long after Stanton's Store across
the great on the river bank, and in 1883 anew iron bridge (now gone) was built acrossthe river,
replacing the wooden Thayer Bridge, both of which were in the location of the current West
Chesterfield Bridge. 1n 1902, aWes Chegterfidd branch of the Chesterfield library was
edablished in the home of Gilbert and Mary Hedly (631 Main Road), and Mary Hedly was the
librarian. 1t continued until 1954, when the new Chesterfield Public Library was opened in the
Center.

Two housss that gppear on the atlas of 1873 no longer exist and are assodiated with the Route
143 Cellar Holes site. Main Road, ca 1870. One wasthe Tirrell house and sore and one
unnamed building further west.

Architecture 1870-1915

Weg Chegterfidld's new architecture during this period was sparse, utilitarian, and more
commercid or industrial than residential. The Stanton General Store and House at 1 Ireland
Street (Photograph #10) expended little on Itdianate festures. A combination commerciad and
resdentia building, it was built for goace and convenience, though athree-sded bay onthe
resdentia half did convey some Itdianate interest. Additionally, a second mill a Healy's (now
gone) and the Rhodes and Porter Plane Handle Shop. 653 Main Road, (ca 1861, MHC #96)
(Photograph #6) were condructed for functionality using the dl-purpose gable roof above ether
one or two gories and extended for as many bays as were practicable. Balloon framing mede their
congtruction more quickly and chegply accomplished and their Sze more flexible for industrial
process=s The Healy Company Boarding House, 662 Main Road, (ca. 1880) kept to the
practical modd as well, following a pattern of house building that was in use during the early 19*
century in Chesterfield.

(continued)
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Early Modem Period 1915-1940

The growing use of the automobile causad saverd changes in Chesterfield during this period.

Firg of al, it provided new occupations. Severd truckers gppeer in the census of 1920, working
on their own or for the West Chesterfield mills; one man became chauffeur to aprivate family. As
Frederic C. Hedly, J., wrote in Healy Saw Handles, however, in the 1920s West Chesterfiel d was
still ahorse and buggy village, and carswere few and far between.

The population rose modestly in Chesterfield s awholein the 1920sand 1930s, but by the end

of the period, due perhapsto the effectsof the Depression, it had declined still further to 422.
The main economic activity of townspeople remained agriculture, and some people continued the
dua occupation phenomenon of farmer/worker. During the Depression, jobs outsde agriculture
were fewer, and this is reflected in the censuses Both Dwight and Howard Stanton listed
themsaves as farmers on the 1920 federal cenaus and Cora, who had been ateecher, wasrunning
the gore as a"merchant of generd merchandise” They hed taken inaboarder aswell. The mills
becamefewer. The Higgins gun tube shop closed; the Rhodes and Porter shop may have been
operating, but did not grow and expand budnessas might have been expected.

By 1920 Frank E. Stanton had taken over the H.B. and Thomas Smith hoopsand rims busness
(Patrick Bryant Mill Site, Irdland Street) and it became the Santon Manufacturing Company.
Working with him were his sons, Wilbur and Charles Wilbur and Alice Stanton House, 666
Main Road. (1919, MHC #100, Photograph #7, right). Frank Stanton was a widower and lived
with Charles and hiswife Dorothy. Wilbur and Alice's son Donald died when he dromned in
1915 in the Thayer Canal to the Healy shops.

Benjamin Higginsin 1920 wes as yet unmarried and living with his father & the Elijah and
Sarah HigginsHouse 652 Main Road. (1820, MHC #23, Photograph #4). He sarted to meke
buckets while his father Charles F. Higginsfarmed. Benjamin went on to become a basket maker
of pounded agh bagkets known throughout the region. His shop outside the district on Main Roed
isdtill in operation.

In 1920, the Hedly mills bumed down. The Hedlys, Jamesand Gilbert, were hdped to rebuild by
their employess and in two months time, they were back in operation. The company took the
opportunity to meke some improvements. A small railroad with open carswas built between
buildings to transport lumber andfinishedgoods, and in 1920 a generator wis atached to the
water whed and eectricity supplemented water power in operating the machinery. This dlowed
the company to work a a Seady and continuous rate despite seesond changesin water levels.
Even s0, during the spring when water was plentiful, they took advantage of the water and ran the
sawmill through the night s as not to curtail production during the day in the mill. The rest of
the village didn't get electricity until 1928.

(continued)
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Two other new buildings were congructed in thevillage. Thefirstwasthe Wilbur and Alice
Stanton House. 666 Main Road. (MHC #100, Photograph # 7) which was put up in 1919, then
in 1921, the Herbert F. Dunham Library, 629 Main Road (MHC #29) was built and givento
the town by Herbert F. Dunham. Dunham was the son of Alvah and Sareh Dunham, (627 Main
Road ). Hebecameacivil engineer who specidized in desgning municipal water sysems and
worked primarily inthe middle west, but he inherited the property on which the library was built,
the Dunham and Coit Houses a his parentss degths, and soon after built the reference library.
Dunham died in 1933 and his asheswere buried in the Chesterfield Mount Cemetery. As
children were till going to the school across from the Stanton's store, which had bean built in the
late 1870s or early 1830s the presence of a reference library in the village was an educationd
improvement.

The Stanton family continued to operate their generd dore, and Abby Stanton became postmeder
in 1921. Between 1924 and 1928 Howard D. Stanton was asdectman, and the town added the job
of assessor and fence viewer into the dected post aswell.

Modem Period 1940-1956

During the Modam period, only the Healy mill company continued to operate and progpa an
bath ddes of Main Sregt asathird generation of the family todk over its operation.The Healy
Seam Plant. 634 Main Street, (1920-30. MHC #133) and new kiln (now gone) were added in
the 1940s to expedite the process of dryingwood and hegting al the buildings uniformly, and the
Thayer Brothers General Storeand its acreage were bought. The gore building srvedfir stas
a dorehouse for Healy produds and the wood from the acreage was aut for use a themill. In
1960 the millsweredased and all the operations were movad to the Thayer General Sore
building and its nearby bam. It is prabably from that move that Thayer's canal in the mill yard
wesfilledin on the south sde of Main Road and the Thayer Tavern demdished Thayer Tavern
dte).

In 1950, the Frank Stanton mill was no longer in operation, S0 Patrick Bryant'sMill building of
1866 wes finally taken down (now Patrick Bryant'sMill site). TheH. B. Smith Company,
which had occupied the building before the Stantons, went on to become one of the region's
foremost hegter and boiler makers with their foundry in Westfield.

In 1948, anew concrete bridge was built acrossthe Westfield River (West Chesterfield Bridge),
and the same year the Davenport School in the center was built for al the town's school children.
The Wegt Chesterfield school cdosed. It first ssrved asan auto parts shop, then the Stantons
moved it acrossthe Sregt to use near the sore asashed. |t collgpsed in 2004-2005. The Stantons
were probably aso respongble for moving abam from the northwest comer of the intersection of
Main Road and Cummington Roed to their property, where itisstill standing.

(continued)
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Howard Stanton was Chesterfield's tax collector from 1941 to 1960, and Abby Stanton saved as
Wegt Chesterfidd postmeager until 1954, when Jeen Shaw sucoeaded her. At that time, the post
office was moved from the Stanton's store to Jean Shaw's house, the Edward and Cornelia Coit
House. 625 Main Road, 1867 (CSF.27). It remained there until 1992 when Jeen Shaw retired.
The post officesnce then hes been located inthe Herbert F. Dunham Library a 629 Main
Road. The Stantons continued to run the generd store until Howard and Abby Stanton sold it in
1959.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement and subsstence in Chesterfield are poorly
undergood, any surviving stescould be significant. Ancient Stesinthis areacan be important
by contributing information related to Native American adaptationsto temperate forest riverine
environments innon-coadd arees Stesin this areamay provide important details on the
importance of sattlement and subsistence in the vicinity of upland tributaries such as the West
Branch River, and their relationship to ste distributions and subsistence activities dong the main
ocourse of the Connecticut River and its primary tributaries including the Westfield River. Native
Stesinthis areamay represent a specidized adaptation to upland environments, or they may be
pat of an overdl riverine adaptation based in the Connecticut River Valley. Native Stesin this
aeamay d0 contain important information that heps identify associations within tool
asmblages and cultural sequencesin the loca areaand region.  Information may aso be
present from Stesin the areato help andyze pattems of Native American exchange in the region.
Ore interpretation for the region identifies the Connecticut River a an important north-south
corridor for transportation and exchange. Secondary drainages of the Connecticut River, such &
the Westfidld River and itstributaries such as the Wet Branch River, ae hypotheszed to have
saved as ees-west corridors enabling wider movement of people and goods. Ancient Native
American dtesinthe district locale may contain information that helpstest these modd's and/or
offer dternative hypotheses.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related
to the sattlement, economy, and inhabitants of Chesterfield and the West Chesterfield Mill
Village from the late 18* through 20* century. Historica and archaeological resources may
contribute detailed information on the socid, cultural, and economic characteristics that endbled a
mill villageand industrial economy powered by the Westfield River toflourishin the Berkshire
foothills of western Massachusetts Structura evidence and occupationa-related festures from
mill and resdentiad Stes may contribute important infonnation related to the early settlement of
the village and town during the late 18* and early 19* centuries. Few above-ground resources
and little information survive from this period. Archaeologica resources may contribute
important architectural information related to early homesand mills, the relationship between
agriculture and industry and between specific indudries. Archaeologica resourcesmay d<o

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet west chesieried HD
Chegterfiddd (Hampshire), MA
Section number 8 Page 15

contribute important information related to the evolution of industry and the importance of
waterpower duringthe 18* and 19* centuries. Important information may exist that documents
the evolution of waterpower inthe district and why it survived after altemative formsof power
were invented and introduced. Detailed andyds of the contents of occupationd-related festures
may aso contribute important information that documentsthe socid, cultural, and economic lives
of the inhabitants ina 19* and 20* century western Massachusatts mill village.

Archaeologica resources assodiated with the Thayer and Petrick Bryant Candls may contribute
important information related to cand and dam construction, waterpower technology, alocation
of waterpower between the various mills, and the significance of waterpower inthe early
industrial period of wesern Massachusetts Historical ressarch combined with archaeological
aurvey and testing may identify how both candswere condructed and how locd environmentd
conditions and the mills influenced construction techniques and specifications for eech cand. For
example, historical and archaeologica research may identify the componentsof the cand prism
(cand trench, berm, stconework) and their relationship to the cand operation. One resserch topic
might include the role of the metal hoopsvisibleinthe cand trench immediately north of the
Patrick Bryant Mill Site. Information may exist that indicates the hoops are the skdletd remains
of a cand cover or that the cand water was incasad within awooden pipe. Information may d <o
exig that indicate the components of the Patrick Bryant Cand were manufactured a the adjacent
Patrick Bryant Mill Site.

Many of the commercia and industria operations in West Chesterfidld Village were owned and
oparaed by the samefamiliesfor extended periods of time. Giventhat pattern of ownership, the
potentid for locating documentary evidence of mill operations ishigh. Additional historical
ressarch may locate detailed records of mill construction, production, and raw meteria
procurement and how these items changed through time. The documentary information described
above may be an invauable resource to help interpret archaeologica resourcesa individual

mills, the rdationships between mills and the overal economy of the Wes Chesterfield Village.

(end)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM Continuation
5. 18 674120 4695960
6. 18 674120 4696420
Verbal Boundary Description. Plesse s attached assessor's maps
Boundary Justification.
The boundaries of this district were drawn to include the concentration of historically significant buildings of West

Chesterfield. Boundaries follow the rear lot lines of al parcdson the district data sheet, and were drawn to include
remains of the cand sytemsand mill dte.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusett

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwed
M assachusetts Historical Commission

August 7, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiser of Historic Places
Nationa Pak Seavice

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad plees=find the foll owing nomination form:
Wes Chesterfidld HD, Chesterfield (Hampshire Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the

State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties inthe district were notified of
pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Dee= Cinner, Chestafidd Higtoricd Commisson
David Kidson, Chetafidd Boad of Sdedmen
Bomie Pasons PVPC, conaultant
Nangy Rich, Alexandra Chareau, Chesterfidd Flanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 < Fax; (617) 727-5128
WWW. Sec. state, ma. usmhc



