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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for Individual properties and diMWﬁ%rsmmﬂEm e the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). 1oy riate box or
by entering the information requested. If an ttem does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A™ for “‘not applicable.” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-800a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name First National Bank

other names/site number __ N/A

2. Location

street & number 131 East Main N/ %J not for publication
city or town Ottuma N/, B vicinity

state Iowa code 1A county Wapello code 173 Zip code :T’EE’_[E_

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this X nomination
G request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and mests the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
R meer goes not meet the Nation Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nato|

——

Signatur

State of Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property (] meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. (D Sea continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

i
4. Natiopal Park Service Certification ‘ " A
) hetyénjty that the property is: 'gnaturWe Date of Action
4
entered in the Nationa! Register. . Entered 1n - i/,
(O see continuation sheet. AA N 1 Regicter % l/ 6?5

3 determined sligible for the

National Register
(O see continuation sheat.

(3 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

(O removed trom the National
Regtster.

O other, (explain:)




1st National BAnk

Wapello County, Iowa

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification :
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box) (Do nat include previously listed resources in the count.)
private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
O publicdocal O district 1 - 0 -
O public-State O site buildings
O public-Federal O structure sites
1 object structures
objects
1 ’ 0 Total

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Architectural/Historical Resources of Ottumwa, Yowa

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COOMMERCE/TRADE/Financial Institution

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COOMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Emter categories from instructions)

Late 19th & 20th Century Revival:

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories trom Instructions)

foundation ___Concrete

walls Brick
Terra cotta

roof quhalt

other Concrete

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one of more continuation sheets.)



1st National Bank
Name of Property

Wapello County, Iowa
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Appllcable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria quahfying the property
for National Register listing.)

O A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of
our history.

O B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

& ¢ Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “'x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

O A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

O B removed from its original location.

O C a birthplace or grave.

O D a cemetery.

O E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
O F a commemorative property.

0O G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
1915

Significant Dates
1915

Significant Person
(Complete it Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Archt: Stoddard, H.H. of Chicago

Cont: Blackhawk Const. Co. of Waterloo

9. Major Bibllographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articies, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation shests.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

O previously determined ellglble by the National
Register

O designated a National Hlstoric Landmark

O recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

Kl State Historic Preservation Office
[0 Other State agency
O Federal agency
& Local government
O University
O Other
Name of repository:




1st National Bank Wapello County, Iowa
Name of Property

County and State
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property Less than ane acre.
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
1 L8] (Slhqlh7, o) [HSTHelei 249 3 IS I I O R I O A
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2||1ljl‘ll]lll1|ll| 4[1][11J11.||111‘11|

[J see continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(pescxibo the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Expiain why the boundasies were selected on a continuation shest.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Molly Myers Nauman, Consultant (515) 682-2743
organization Ottumwa Historic Preservation Commission date February 1995
street & number ___192 East Third . telephone (515) 683-0606
city or town Ottuma stato D zip code 52501
Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Rems)

Property Owner
{Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Paul J. & Marcella C., Gettings

name

iversi 2-1805
street & number 127 Raverside telophone _{513) 68

' 52501
city or town Ottuma . statg 2 zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for application’s 1o the National Register of Historic Places to nominate

properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, 0 iist properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 10 this request is required to obtain
& benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statyment: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form 1o the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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First National Bank
Wapello County, 1A

DESCRIPTION:

the Firsi iNational Bank (1916) is a rectangular building located on the north corner of
Market and Main streets, the major intersection in downtown Ottumwa. It measures 20' x 132,
with the primary facade located on the narrow end, facing Main Street. The flat roof slopes gently
to the rear. Although the building appears to be two stories on the exterior, the interior originally
featured a long narrow open bank lobby with a twenty—five foot ceiling. The rear portion of the
building was divided into two floors for vaults and office space.

Neo—classical in style, both the primary and secondary elevations are sheathed in off—white
terra cotta. A temple front is found on the primary facade, with monumental Composite Order
columns flanking the entrance. The pediment and cornice feature modillions as well as dentils, with
the cornice continuing around the side elevation. A terra colta parapet caps the entire building. The
pediment is not blank as is often found on Neo—classical designs, but features a cartouche with a
foliated pattern of acanthus leaves. Directly below the pediment an identification panel in the
entablature identifies this as the "Fidelity Savings Bank®, a name acquired following the bank
closings of the Great Depression. On each side of this panel is found a wreath of laurel leaves
containing a single profile head: to the left is seen Mercury (10¢); and to the right is an Indian
head (1¢) with the Roman numerals MCMXV. A stringcourse of acanthus leaves with a row of
bead—and-reel is located just above the capitals. On the secondary elevation monumental pilasters
separate ten sets of windows. Windows at street level are narrow slits with the diagonal star
pattern so popular for public buildings and banks during this period, while those on the upper level
are large rectangular openings, allowing light to flow into the bank lobby below. Windows throughout
are of metal. At street level the original design provided two doors near the rear of the side wall
(in section nine). Alterations include the opening of another narrow doorway in section seven, and
converting section ten to a walk-up teller window.

In 1956 the Fidelity Savings Bank (locally known as “the Friendly White Bank on the
Corner®) remodeled both the interior and the exterior facade. The original entrance was replaced by
the present recessed two story plate glass wall. The tall single story interior was divided into two
floors to provide additional office space. Although this alteration is not apparent from the exterior,
the sense of space on the interior was changed totally. Recent conversion from financial institution
to retail space has removed the last remnants of the interior bank design although the vaults remain
in place. While the installation of the plate glass on the facade is unfortunate, the overall design of
the building is so strong that this alteration is not considered significant enough to negate eligibility.
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CFN-259-1116

First National Bank
Wapello County, 1A

DESCRIPTION (continued): U.S.G.S. map (reduced) indicates location in community.
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First National Bank
Wapello County, 1A

DESCRIPTION (Continued):
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1939 Plat Map shows exact location.
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CFN-258-1116

First National Bank
Wapeilo County, 1A

DESCRIPTION (Continued):
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CFN-259-1116

First National Bank
Wapello County, IA

SIGNIFICANCE:

The First National Bank of Ottumwa (1916) is locally significant under Criterion C as an
outstanding example of early 20th century Neo-classical bank design and is the only bank design in
Ottumwa executed in terra cotta.

The first First National Bank building was constructed on this location in 1868, and it was
rebuilt following a fire in 1881. For a number of years there were bank buildings occupying three
corners at the intersection of Market and Main. By 1915 the bank officers determined the need for
a more modern building. The use of a Chicago architect, H.H. Stoddard, indicates the seriousness
with which the bank approached construction of a new building. Stoddard selected the Neo-classical
style for his design. This style was becoming very popular for bank buildings as it evoked a feeling
of trust, as well as elegance, and was considered to be appropriate for a banking institution. The
decision to cover the entire exterior with cream colored terra cotta was a costly one, but it created
an outstanding appearance. The building contains examples of all of the common Neo-classical
elements: monumental columns, denticulated pediment and cornice, and rows of egg and dart, bead
and reel, acanthus leaves, etc. There is a restraint in the design of the facade...it is not covered
completely with lavish details, but uses these sparingly.

The American Contractor (2 Jan 1915) identified not only the architect, but also the
engineers (E. Jackson Casse Co) and the general contractor (the Blackhawk Construction Company
of Waterloo). It noted that the cost of the one story with basement bank was to be $65,000 and
construction was to start March 1, 1915.

As noted above, the selection of an out of town architect seems to indicate that the First
National officers were determined to have a building of outstanding design. Just as john Morrell &
Co. brought in an architectural firm that specialized in meat packing and cold storage facilities, and
the Sisters of the Humilty of Mary hired an architectural firm which specialized in institutional
designs for St. Joseph Hospital, so the First National Board of Directors selected a firm with
experience in designing financial institutions. Although Stoddard is not presently as well known in
lowa for his bank designs as the Lytle Co. of Sioux City, future surveys and research may uncover
addtional works.
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First National Bank
Wapello County, 1A

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Abstract of Title, City of Ottumwa, Original Plat, Block 23, E 20" Lot 293.

American Contractor, 2 Jan 1915, p 79.

Flower, Fred. Descriptive lllustrated Review of Ottumwa, lowa. Ottumwa, IA: 1890,
photograph facing p 34.

Meagher, Glenn B. and Munsell, Harry B. Ottumwa Yesterday and Today. Ottumwa, 1A:
Ottumwa Stamp Works, 1923, pp 135-6.

Ottumwa Courier, 12 Jan 1956.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885-1925 (updated).

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

City of Ottumwa, Original Plat, Block 23, E 20' Lot 293.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

This is the area historically associated with this resource.
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CFN-259-1116

First National Bank
Wapello County, 1A

PHOTOGRAPHS: First National Bank
131 E. Main Street
Ottumwa (Wapello County), lowa

All photographs of the First National Bank were taken by Molly Myers Naumann in November,
1994, and all negatives are located in the State Historical Society of lowa (SHSI), Des Moines, IA.

#1 3/4 view of facade, looking east.
#2 3/4 view of facade and secondary elevation along Market St., looking north.
#3 3/4 view of rear and secondary elevation, looking west.

#4 Detail: terra cotta patterning at top of pilaster and across entablature on secondary
elevation, looking NW.

#5 Detail: terra cotta pattern between first and second floor windows on secondary elevation,
looking NW.

#6 Detail: Neo-classical pediment, entablature and capitals from facade, looking NE.
#7 Detail: terra cotta detailing on capital, looking north.
#8 Detail: wreath containing head of Mercury from entablature, looking NW.

#9 Detail: wreath containing Indian head from entablature, looking NW.



