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Historic Nane Bethany Congregational Church

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and

white) Indicate address of Use:  Present church
property on back of phot o.
Staple toleft side of form Original church
CES(R P11 QN
R
e Dat e 1927

Source  Quincy Patriot Ledger, Feb. 1, 1964
Style Got hi ¢ Revival

Architect J- WIliam Beal and Sons
Sketch Myp: Drawnap shew ng property's |ocation

in relation tonearest cross streets and/ or Exterior Wall Fabzic granite
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
bet ween inventoried property and nearest Qut bui I dings none

intersection(s).
I ndi cate north

ST ATTAGHED MP Major Alterations (with dates) None

Ocxidition God

Mbved no Dat e

Acr eage Less than one acre: 33,962 sq.f
Setting The Church i slocated across the

s> Y3y street fromthe Thonas Orane Library (NR
and adjacent to the Coddington Schools

DIM REFEFREIME 19/ 334,920 EH 4,679,440 N Recorded by Fannin and Lehner/ J. Johnson

LBGS (@O | ORANGE Boston South, NA Qcgettiizaticn Quincy Historical Comm ssion
SCALE 1: 25,000 Date June 8, 1986 / May 1987



NATI ONN. REQ STER (R TBR A STATEMEMT (if appl i cabl e)

The Bet hany Congregational Church i s Qincy's nost el aborate exanpl e
' ' of 20th century CGothic Revival architecture. Associated with a Boston
N architect active i nQuincy duringthis period, the chturch retains
ks eintegrity of design, mterials, location, setting, feeling, workmanship,
association. Thechurch fulfills Criterion Cand exception Aof the
; National Register of Historic Places onthe |local |evel.

and

ARCH TECTURAL S QN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interns of
other buildings within the connunity.

= | NVENTARY KO GONTT NLATT N SHHEET

HSTARCAL SN H CANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history and how t he
bui I ding rel atest othe devel oFnent of t he connunity.

= | NVENTORY FORMI GONTT NLATT ON SHEET

1
B Bl G3REH and/ or REFERENES '
Assessors Records. -V o o
H Hobart Holly, ed. Qui np?/; 350 Years, 1974.
Quincy Patriot Ledger, April 4, 1932; Septenber 24,1953; February 1, 1964.
150t h Anni versary panphl et, 1982. " ' ?

75t h Anni versary panphl et, 1907. « S
125th Anniversary panphl et, 1957. -



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Caonniunity: Fam Na

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCAWMISSON— J - QOIKJCV, HA
Office of the Secretary, Boston ,J];

Indicate each item on inventory fonn v*iich is being continued beow.
r''y

H STORI CAL Sl GNI FI CANCE — 8 SPEAR STREET
BETHANY CONGREGATI ONAL GHLRCH

Bet hany Congregational Church (1927), i nltspresent edifice at 8 Spear
Street, isactually initsthird home. The first meetings of the
Evangel i cal Congregational Church took place i nQuincy i n1832. The
original group of twenty-one nen andwonen were previously nmenbers of _
Qui nc%/'s Epi scopal Church, the "Church of England i nBraintree," (now Chri st
Church) . The)é originally met i nahall over thepost office. | n1834, the
congregation built theHancock Meetinghouse at Hancock and Canal Streets.

In 1870, t he"packard |ot" was purchased bﬁ/ t he church and a new buil ding
erected onthesite of thepresent South Shore Bank on Hancock Street (1929,
#QC-171). 1 n1896, t he present Bethany Congregational Church was .

i ncorporated combiningthefunctions before exercised by the Evangelical
Congregational Society andtheEvangelical Congregational Church. The
congregation grew too large for its1870structure, andi nthe 1920s, t he
church was torn down andtheland sold t otheGranite Trust Conpanyf or
their bank. I nturn thesite on Coddi n?ton Street and Spear Streetswas
provided by thebank for constructionof a newchurch. The present edifice
was built 1 n 1927.

oeoiene _y' 17 Miele et . CLYSWILT O ALy e e

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Gonnuni ty: Form No:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON ]
Office of the Secretary, Bogon
Property Nane:

Indicate each item on inventory form vAidi is being continued beow.

ARCH TECTURAL Sl GNI FI CANCE — 8 SPEAR STREET
BETHANY CONGREGATI ONAL GH.RH

Bet hany Congregational Church, promnently located adjacent t o the
Thomas Crane Libray (NR andt he Coddington School (1909, #QG198) i s
the nost el aborate twentieth century Gothic Revival style churchi n
Quincy. Thenost striking element 1 nthebuilding's conpostion i s the
tall square tower, high i ntheQuincy skyline, which domnates t he
area. Stylistically, thetower evokes thePerpindicular Gothic period
with itstripartite rectangular windows under a pinacled parapet with
corners articulated by buttresses andpicturesque gargoyles. The
church's gabled facade i sembellished with a beautiful Tudor arched
opening filled with five cusped I|ancet wi ndows within a |imestone
enfranement and an inmpressive entrance set under a splayed multiple

| ancet arch andprojecting gabled porch. Decorative details include
the finial atop theentrance, thepinacles over theentry porch, and
the stepped buttresses. . B S Ly f. AN

The buidling's architects were theBoston firm of J. WIliams Beal
Sons who had proven their versatility i ntheQuincy buidlings theyhad
previously designed: theTudor Revival Adans Building (1880-1885, NR),
the Colonral Revival Elks Building (1924, QC-155), andthe Neocl assical
Masoni c Tenple (1926, #QC152). The firm would proceed t o designthe
Art  Deco Granite Trust Conpany Bank (1929; #QC 171).

Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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Z PLAN

SEE P

Address "8 Spear Street
Bethany Congregational Church

QUINCY, MASSACHUSETTS / MRA
Assessors Mgp# "31

1979

Scale: 1 inch equals 80 feet
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