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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Scriver Block Building is a two-story structure with a full basement. 
The building is 55 feet wide and 88 feet long. The exterior walls of the building 
are of Platteville limestone, two feet thick. Dressed limestone was used over 
arched windows and doors and for corner pilasters. Cast iron columns were used at 
the store front entrances facing Bridge Square and Division Street.

Originally the building had a flat tin roof with a bracketed cornice. How­
ever,
The original tin roof may still be seen in the attic space.

Original stone windows on the first floor were divided into four panels with 
Gothic tracery above in an arched opening. In later alterations these were re­ 
placed with small square panes over a single large sheet of glass. Second floor 
windows were two over two light double hung sash with arched openings.

A steel stair leading to the second floor offices has been removed from the 
Division Street facade. However, the stair has been preserved and reinstalled at 
the rear of the building for access to the second floor porch.

The exterior of the building has been altered with the addition of stucco 
over the original stone walls and brick trim at window openings. However, the 
original stonework is intact under the stucco. The northwest corner of the 
building (currently occupied by the Chamber of Commerce) retains its original 
appearance with stone walls and dressed limestone trim over the arched window 
openings.

The first floor of the building has always been devoted to commercial use. 
Original occupants included a hardware store, dry goods store and a bank. The 
second floor was originally used for professional offices including several s 
attorneys and a dentist. Today these spaces have been converted to residential 
apartments. The basement of the building was largely devoted to storage with the 
exception of a barber shop in the northwest corner, now a basement meeting room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Scriver Building was erected about 1867 on the site of Northfield's 
earliest store. Facing Bridge Square, the building is one of the major structures 
in the center of the Northfield business district. Unlike the simple, false- 
front, wood structures that surrounded Bridge Square in the 1870s, the Scriver 
Building gave an impression of permanence and stability in the still-young 
(10 .years) community of Northfield.

Its original occupants included Hiram Scriver, one of the town's first 
merchants, who operated a hardware store in the building for many years; Lee & 
Hitchcock, a dry goods store; and a little later the First National Bank.

It was the presence of the First National Bank which gave the Scriver Building 
it's major place in history when the James-Younger gang attempted to rob the bank 
on September 7, 1876. The attempt was an infamous failure. Joseph Lee Heywood, 
the bank's cashier and a man of courage and integrity, refused to open the vault 
and was killed on the sopt. But the citizens of Northfield took immediate action 
to protect both their lives and property, and within seven minutes a gun battle 
had taken care of two of the robbers and one of their horses, while two more of 
their horses had fled. The posse which followed >the remainder of the gang out of 
town captured most of the gang in the ensuing weeks. The Younger brothers were 
imprisoned in the Stillwater penitentiary, while the James brothers escaped back 
to their home territory in Missouri. Nonetheless, historians have since marked 
the attempted raid of the Northfield bank and the brave response of the Northfield 
citizens as the beginning of the end of the era of the- Western desperadoes.

The First National Bank moved to the front of the building in 1878 to occupy 
the space which had been Lee & Hitchcock's dry good store. In 1893 the bank moved 
again to its present location across Bridge Square. The Northfield Post Office 
immediately occupied the space vacated by the bank and continued in this location 
for the next 30 years.

Hiram Scriver, who built the building played an important role in Northfield 
history. He was elected as the first mayor of Northfield in 1875 and was one of the 
founders of Carleton College in Northfield serving on its first board of trustees 
in 1866.

The Scriver Building is currently being restored to its appearance at the 
time of the James-Younger gang raid in 1876 by the Northfield Historical Society.
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