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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mistletoe is a small, one-story, weatherboarded house set 
high on a brick foundation facing north. The facade is divided 
into three unequal bays. In the matching outer bays are large- 
scale, window openings containing twelve-over-twelve, double- 
hung sash and a pair of louvered blinds. In the small center 
bay is a doorway which elements consist of- a double-leaf, pan 
elled door, a semi-circular fanlight with radiating muntins, and 
two sidelights with rectangular panes over a wooden panel. 
These elements are outlined by molded pilasters and bands in the 
form of a Palladian motif. The doorway is set in an area of 
matched boards flanked by pilasters.

The sirea of matched boards, coupled with the configuration 
of the porch framing as revealed in repair work done in the mid- 
twentieth century, indicates that the front porch as originally 
designed consisted solely of a portico projecting from the cen 
ter bay.

Centered on each side wall of the house is an exterior 
brick chimney. A first story window is placed to the north of 
each chimney, and an attic window is placed on each side of each 
chimney. On the rear wall two windows flank a center bay, which 
is left open to the interior.

The interior of the original portion of Mistletoe remains 
virtually unchanged. The floor plan is typical .of the region, 
consisting of a large front hall flanked by two rooms and divid 
ed from a wider, but shallower, rear'hall by an arrangement of 
doors, sidelights and transom. The,rear[hall is, .in.effect, a 
recessed porch, open on one side to the back yard. This hall- 
porch, flanked by two small rooms, contains the stairway, which 
is partially enclosed by a wall of vertical boards.

The interior woodwork, including chair-rails, baseboards, 
and two mantelpieces, is consistently Federal in style. The 
walls of the northeast room are sheathed in horizontal matched 
boards which bear no trace of paint other than a single coat ap 
plied and removed in the twentieth century.

The first major alterations and additions to the structure 
were made probably in the mid-nineteenth century, at which time 
a dining wing was attached to the east side of the house just 
behind the chimney; it extends back at right angles to the house 
and its interior trim matches that of the house. Probably at 
the same time, the original portico was replaced by a porch 
which extends across the front of the house; its roof is at 
tached a~t a lesser pitch to the front slope of the house roof 
and is supported by four, tapered and panelled box columns with 
neck bands and molded bases and capitals. A railing of square- 
sectioned spindles is situated between the columns. Between

1940 and I960 a major restoration and addition program was
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7.
undertaken. As part of this program, a wing matching the dining 
wing was attached to the west side of the house. From the rear 
of both wings, additional wings were offset and extended back 
with galleries along their interior sides. A glass-walled gal 
lery was constructed across the rear of the main block of the 
house. The winders which originally made a quarter turn at the 
base of the stairway were replaced by new treads and risers so 
that the stairway opens onto the glass-walled gallery. Also at 
this time, a nineteenth century, one-story, gable-roofed, frame 
outbuilding was moved closer to the house.

Mistletoe contains a large, noteworthy collection of Nat- 
chez-made furnishings dating prior to 1830 as well as other art 
objects of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centurys. The col 
lection of family paintings includes work by fourteen recorded 
artists of,the eighteenth and nineteenth centurys, among them 
Joshua Sh#w, James Hart, and James R. Lambddn.

V ..'Y v K
In the seven acres of gardens surrounding the house, the 

selection and placement of plants has been based on research into 
the garden practices of the Natchez area in the early nineteenth 
century. Such research was necessary to reproduce as accurately 
as possible a typical setting for a house of that time and place. 
Other public areas of the garden include the newest plants intro 
duced in cooperation with the U. S. Arboretum in Washington, D. 
C. The remaining acres are used for ponds, orchards, forests, 
pastures and agricultural pursuits appropriate to the historic 
importance of Mistletoe.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mistletoe is the earliest of three extant houses associated 
vith John Bisland and his descendants, 4vhose voluminous records 
athered in the Bisland Collection at Louisiana State Univer- 
ity, constitute a significant contribution to an understanding 

of the social and economic history of the region. The house is 
important, not only as a rare, documented product of slave 
craftmanship, possessing especially fine proportions and stylish 
details, but also as one of the earliest and best-preserved ex 
amples of the fully developed open-back-hall floor plan typical 
of Mississippi during the first half of the nineteenth century. 
Surrounded by historically restored gardens, the house contains 
noteworthy collections of fine and decorative arts produced in 
sfatchez and associated with the Bisland family.

In 1788, John Bisland, a native of Scotland, who had arrived 
in Natchez in 1766,' settled on a Spanish land grant in the Pine 
Ridge area. He and his descendants who have remained in the .
line Ridge community have left a vast reservoir of socio-econom 
ic information covering their now 197 years in, this area and, in 
the Bisland historic homes. Dating from 1762, the Bisland Col-
.ection, which numbers over 10,000 pieces, provided factual in 
formation for the accurate restoration of Mistletoe.

John Bisl^nd acquired land adjoining his house in 1803, and 
four years later, Mistletoe was constructed there as a wedding 
gift for his son, Peter. The descendants of the slaves who 
worked on the construction of the house still practice carpen 
try, and have recently donated to the house an inherited set of 
molding planes matching the profiles of the woodwork at Mistle 
toe. Pete/r Bisland, after his marriage to Barbara Foster on
hristmas Eve, 1807, moved into the house and took up the life 

of a planter. However, he did not take full possession of the 
property until after his father's death in 1819, when he was 
milled the house and the 136.7 acres on which he already re-
ided. Peter continued his residence at Mistletoe with his wife 

and four children until his own death in 1829. His heirs sold 
the house and land in 1847 to Dr. Matthew Atchison, whose wife

I * ' '' ' j
lizabeth R. Atchison, named it Mistletoe. ' ' " .



Adams County Conveyance Records, C (1802-1805), p. 262.

Bisland Papers. Louisiana State University Library: Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana.

James, D. Clayton. Antebellum Natchez. Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State university Press, 1968, p. 38.

Stokes, Beatrice M. "John Bisland, Mississippi Planter, 1776- 
1821." Unpublished M.A. thesis, Louisiana State Uni ver^i tv.
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The property was regained by the Bisland family in 1938, 

when the great-great-grandson of John Bisland, Samuel Hopkins 
Lambdin, purchased the house and presented it to his wife Mary 
Henderson Lambdin. The Lambdins restored and furnished the house 
and, utilizing contemporary garden descriptions and the remains of 
the old plantings at Mistletoe, also restored the setting. Since 
1940, the house has been opened to the public during the Natchez 
Pilgrimage each March and at selected times during the remainder 
of the year.

The setting of the house is presently endangered by the pro 
posed extension of a runway for the Natchez-Adams County Airport. 
The project is in its planning stages and will require federal 
funds for implementation.
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