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- The Vogt Brothers Manufacturing Company is located at 1402 West Main
Street, five blocks west of the West Main Street Preseryation District
(National Register- March, 1974). The complex occupies nearly a onen
half city block area bounded by Main Street on the north, Pirtle
Street to the south, Monon Avenue on the east, and to the west by
Fifteenth Street.

The two earliest buildings originally housed the National Foundry and
Machine Company. - -The main factory building, dating from 1895, is a
three=story, brick structure consisting of five bays articulated by
pilasters. ' Each bay contains two windows with six over six panes on
the first two stories and two, smaller windows with three over three
panes in the upper story. The windows are accentuated by brick
relieving arches. The central bay has a large vehicle entrance. The
structure is capped by a band of decorative corbeling.

Attathed to the west of this structure is another building of similar
design, dating from 1900. This three-story, brick building also has
five bays which are only articulated by a‘*wider wall space. Each
bay contains two windows with six over six panes. A wooden door is
in the westernmost bay. A simple parapet caps the building,

The other buildings in the complex are one to two stories in height
and were vdnsfructed at various times in this century by the Vogt
Brothers-Manufacturing-Company. There is also an interior, open
courtyard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Vogt Brothers Manufacturing Company is an excellent example.of a.,
turn-of-the-century manufacturing complex, situated in the West Main Street area—-
center of‘Louisville's commercial and industrial development.

‘the

The firm was established in 1915 when Adam Vogt bought out the National

Foundry and Machine Company, which was located on this site.
Foundry made cast-iron pumps under the brand name of Reilly.

National
Named for

Adam Vogt's three sons, the Vogt Brothers firm became a nationally-known
supplier of pumps, fire hydrants, and metal valves and fittings.
Vogt name has long been associated with manufacturing in the city. A

Vogt Brothers machine shop existed as early as 1833.

The

In 1880, Henry

Vogt, Adam's brother, founded the Henry Vogt Machine Company, which
became a leading producer of drop forged stéeil valves, as well as such
varied produ¢ts~-as elevators, refrigeration equipment, and o0il refining
machinery. - :

In the mid- and late-nineteenth century, the Main Street area west.of
Ninth Street was an important tobacco warehouse center; in fact, for many

years, it was the world's largest leaf tobacco market.

In additdon, there

were numerous manufacturing concerns, many of them agriculture-related,
such as a wagon works, plow factories, paper and planing mills, and

engine and boiler works.

Attracted initially by the proximity of the

Ohio River, the area later developed as the hub of a vast rail network that

radiated to markets in every part of the country.

With the decline of

the tobacco trade. after the turn of the century, the area gradually -

shifted to light industrial manufacturing.

The site on which ‘the Vogt

Brothers Manufacturing Company stands illustrates this transition very

well.

Before 1895, the property was occupied by a lumber yard and by B.F.Avery

and Sons, the world's largest plow manufacturer.

In 1895, the National

Foundry and Machine Company purchased the site and built its two factory

buildings for the manufacture of cast-iron pumps.

The location was

ideal, being immediately adjacent to the Fourteenth Street rail lines.
After Vogt Brothers bought out National Foundry in 1915, they expanded
the physical plant and the line of products to include a wide range of
metal valves and fixtures.
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Built during a significant era in Louisville's industrial growth,
the old National Foundry is one of only a handful of early manu-
facturing complexes remaining in the West Main Street area.
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