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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Large, two-stery frame* Built l834e Hipped roof, two mammoth 
chimneys» Broad one-story piazza with unique elliptical arches. 
Long central halls on both floors, high-ceilinged rooms on either side e 
Five rooms (first floor) four rooms (second floor). Carved trim and 
woodwork, interior and extent Noteworthy mantels. Original red 
and gold cornices above drawing room windows. Many original pieces of 
furniture and family portraits» Has been occupied as a residence by 
the builder's descendants for its entire 136 years. Overlooks gently 
rolling hills of Up Country. The view, reminiscent ofthe family's 
travels to Valencia, Spain, inspired the property's name.
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A Pairfield County landmark, this Up Country plantation home 
reflects the Low Country background of its original owner, whose 
descendants have consistently maintained its character.

Built "by Idward Gendron Palmer, a leader in civic, political, 
and religious life of Ridgeway and EairffeTd County, who exerted 
much Influence in "building of railroads in upper South Carolina. 
Studied at Dr. Moses Waddel's school at Willington and graduated 
from South Carolina College, A.B., 1819; read law in Columbia and 
admitted to S.C. "bar in 1821. Member of Nullification Convention 
(1834*48) and S.C. Senate (1857-65). He was instrumental in building 
Eairfield District's first Episcopal place of worship, Cedar Creek 
Mission, and Saint Stephen's Episcopal Church in 1854. f

Valencia is filled with many heirlooms, including a table said 
to have belonged to Thomas Jefferson; rare documents; and family 
hunting, lancing, and racing trophies.

House and surroundings remain today as distinctive example of 
the life and society of a wealthy, affluent cotton planter in antebelltm 
South Carolina. ^



s s|8]gnson - A lairf ield Sketchbook. Clinton, S.C.V Jacob's

Marsh, Blanche and Kenneth Frederick. Plantation Heritage in Upcountrv.
South Carolina. Asheville, N.C.: Biltmore Press, 1962.    

Reynolds, Emily Bellinger and Eaunt, Joan Reynolds. Biographical Directory
of the Senate of the State of South Carolina 1??£-1964.Columbia, S.C
South Carolina Archives Department, 1964. 

Thomas, Albert Sidney. A Historical Account of the Protestant Episcopa
Church in South Carolina. Columbia, S.C.: The R.L. Bryan Company,

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

NW 

NE 

SE

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

Q

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

34 19

LOIMGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

80 58 50

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
t/»

m 
m

</»
H 
yo

d 
n

o
z 
</>

[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING AU

•^ CODE

JNTV.:"
—— > — *s

^ A*,
'

COUNTY: ' x /*;--* . • t^» _x
,-*// - .-.-^ \ ^' '

t "^ F * J-

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Ben F. Hornsby. Historic Resources Coordinator-. T
ORGANI ZATION

South Carolina Department of Archives and
DATE

IS. 1.Q 71
STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street, P, 0. "Rpy 11,188. Capitol Station 29211
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia South Carol 1 na.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National £2 State

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

A^A IL A
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

MAY 6 1971
Date

ATTE

Director. South Carolina_____ 
Department Archives and History

Bate Feb. 1A 1971

Keeper of Tftfe National Re&iffier

Date


