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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Iarge two-stery frame. Built 1834. Hipped roof, two memmoth
chimneys. Broad one-story piazza with unique elliptical arches.
Long central halls on both floors, high-ceilinged rooms on either side.

Five rooms (first floor) four rooms (second floor).
woodwork, interior and exterfdry Noteworthy mentels.

Carved trim and
Original red

and gold cornices above drawing room windows.

furniture and family portraits.

Has been occup

Many original pieces of
ied as a residence by

the builder's descendants for its entire 136 y

ears.

Overlooks gently

rolling hills of Up Country.

The view, reminiscent ofthe family's

travels to Valencia, Spain, inspired the property's name.
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Abor iginol [ Education X Political (3 Urben Planning
(] Prehistoric [} Engineering [X Religion/Phi- [J Other (Specity)
[C] Historic [ Industry losophy

Agriculture [ Invention [] Science

Architecture [J Landscape 1 Sculpture
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A Feirfield County landmark, this Up Country plantation home
reflects the Low Country background of its original owner, whose
descendants have consistently maintained its character.

Built by Edward Gendron Palmer, a leader in civic, political,
and religious life of Ridgeway and Fairfield County, who exerted
much influence in building of railroads in upper South Carolina.
Studied at Dr. Moses Waddel's school at Willington and graduated
from South Carolina College, A.B., 1819; read law in Columbia and
admitted to S.C. bar in 1821, Member of Nullification Convention
(1834-48) and S.C. Senate (1857~65). He was instrumental in building
Fairfield District's first Episcopal place of worshiﬁ, Cedar Creek
Mission, and Saint Stephen's Episcopal Church in 1854.°

Valencia 1s filled with many heirlooms, including a table said
to have belonged to Thomas Jefferson; rare documents; and family
hunting, lancing, and racing trophies.

House and surroundings remain today as distinctive example of

the 1ife and society of a wealthy, affluent cotton planter in antebelld
South Carolina,
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South Carolina Department of Archives and History | December 15,1971
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ER CERTIFICA] 1O} ATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

DATE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law [ hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

Nati 1 Park Service. Th mended = g
forth by the Nationa ark service © recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservalion

of this nomination is:

State [ L K MAY 6 1971
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Title Director, South Carolina
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National
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APR 1971
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