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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Diamond School lies south of Center Line Road, 3.5 miles east 
of Fort Frederick, Frederiksted, St. Croix. It is significant as one 
example of eight schools of identical design built on St. Croix as a 
result of Governor-General Peter von Scholten's efforts to improve the 
conditions of the slaves. Construction of the school began in or soon 
after 1839, and was completed by 1842.

Albert I^vmand (1827-1847) from Denmark was the architect-builder 
of Diamond and the other so-called "von Scholten schools". L^vmand 
received a classical education in architecture at the Royal Academy 
of Fine Arts in Copenhagen before coming to the West Indies in 1832, 
and the design of the schools is a clear projection of this classical 
training.

The building faces Center Line Road on the north, with the long 
axis running east-west. Constructed of rubble masonry, covered with 
stucco, the building is a one story rectangle, measuring 63' 11" by 
37' 5", with seven bays on the long facades and three bays on the ends. 
As found in all the designs for the schools, the main facade is divided 
into three parts: a slightly projecting central section of three bays, 
flanked by two sections of two bays each. Capital bands, applied at a 
level 3/8 down the elevation, on the piers dividing the bays give the 
illusion of engaged pilasters. The projecting foundation of the building 
(which serves as a watertable) and a one foot deep strip on the wall im­ 
mediately below the cornice create a recessed panelled area of wall 
surface. Masonry quoins articulate the corners.

There are three entrances to the building, on the north, east, and 
west facades, approached by a flat, half pyramid of two steps. On the 
end facades, the doors have a large masonry surround tolled to imitate 
quoins and radiating blocks above the semi-circular arches.

All windows and doors have flat heads and are set into round arched 
niches. The fanlight areas above the windows are filled in with masonry. 
All windows and doors have wood casings. The windows are without sills, 
have slightly projecting drip caps and are fitted with wooden shutters. 
Hardware on the window shutters includes wrought shutter hooks and iron 
strap hinges with heart-shaped cusps on drive pintles. There is a 
continuous molded cornice at the eaves. The roof is hipped and covered 
with corrugated metal.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Diamond School is significant as one of eight schools built 
on St. Croix specifically for slave children, as part of Governor- 
General Peter von Scholten's program to improve the condition of slaves 
On June 4, 1839. von Scholten introduced an Edict of Free Compulsory 
Education for Slave Children. The schools were to be operated by 
Moravian Missionaries for slave children between the ages of six and 
13. The construction was financed in part by the planters (who were 
taxed in proportion to their number of slaves) and in part by Burgher 
Council appropr i at ion s.

The school presently serves as an office for the Boy Scouts.

The Diamond School, designed by Albert LjzJvmand, is a good 
West Indian example of traditional Danish classicism with three part 
front facades articulated by flat engaged pilasters, corner quoining 
and a molded cornice below a low parapet which encloses a typical 
hip roof.
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The exterior walls are painted pink, with white quoins, sur­ 
rounds, fanlights and molded bands on the central section of the 
facade. The shutters are green.

The interior plan of the building is a single main room (with 
temporary partitions). The ceiling is noteworthy, as it is the 
typical West Indian "tray type", with a complex of exposed trusses.

Behind the building on the southeast corner are two unidenti­ 
fied graves (probably of missionaries) and a cistern. A small 
square walled graveyard, 15' on a side^lies off the southwest corner 
The wall is about five feet high, with a rounded top.

SPO 892 455



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER #9 PAGE tWO

Lewisohn, Florence. St. Croix under Seven Flags. Hollywood 
Dukane Press, 1970.

GPO 892 455


