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The Aquila Court Building occupies the entire half block on the south
side of Howard Street between 16th and 17th Streets. This site is on the
southern fringes of Omaha's business distirct.

The building's Howard and 16th Street facades are four stories, and
are faced in Bedford lime stone. The architectural character is distinctly
Renaissance, although adapted to a commercial setting.

U-shaped in plan, the building is focused around a central courtyard.
The transition to this inner court is made by a change in material. All
interior facing walls are red brick, which creates a warmer atmosphere. . An
arcade encompasses the court serving as a screen and protected walkway for
the surrounding businesses. It is entered from 17th Street through an arch
and colonade. The building's east entrance is directly off the elevator
lobby. Originally patterned after an Italian formal garden, the gold fish
pool, murmuring waters, stone paths, and numerous plants created a uniquely
serene atmosphere in contrast to its urban environment. The court not only
provides a prestigious shop setting but also gives the inner offices an ex-
posure to light and natural ventilation. It also serves as a buffer be-
tween the north retail-office wing and the south apartment wing.

The south wing is comprised of court-level retail spaces and second-
story studio apartments. The apartments are two-story units with a bedroom
balcony and clerestory living room space which overlooks the court. The
apartments are entered through the court and provide a transition from city-
scape to residential: atmosphere.. ...

ol

. In 1927 the court was, eXten51vely altered. It was completely surfaced
Wlth split-marble slabs. The verdant pools and canals were replaced with
modern fountains and a large ornamental waterwheel.,. This renovation was
stimulated by future plans to convert the court to an outdoor dining area.

Iheﬂgpu;t, however, still possesses much of its: original quiet charm.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

‘The Aquila Court Bulldlng, conceived and designed in Chicago, was a
real estate venture of Charles and Raymond Cook, Chicago capitalists.,
Being the first building which they had commissioned, it was to be an ideal
prototype containing offices, small ground level shops, and several town
houses. Raymond Cook, the main promoter, insisted on an interior court
similar in design to the Italian gardens he had seen in his home. towm,
Chicago. Landscape gardening was his hobby and Mr. Cook personally SUj T
vised the courts layout and planting.

Aquila Court is the result of an enlightened client working with arch-
itects possessing mature skills, This commission was one of the last
received by Holabird and Roche, the prominent Chicago architecture firm.

It was under construction the same year that William Holabird died, 1923.

Holabird and Roche are considered as lesser members of the Chicago
School, However, they did play an important role in developing a modern
architectural approach to America's rising industrialism and commercialism.
Along with' their teacher, William LeBaron Jennéy, they are tied strongly
with the development of the skyscraper. They introduced riveted steel con-
struction, ‘which greatly improved the speed and efficiency of skyscraper
erection., Their firm was one of the first to set up along the lines of a
modern architectural office, with personnel 1nclud1ng not only arthitects,
but also engineers, spec1f1cat10n writers, superintendents, and accountants.
They were equipped to handle confidently any project of that day.

Holabird and Roche's buildings have not been compiled in a complete
monography, and their work is most likely more extensive than realized.
Their architectural oeuvre is comprised of intricate engineering and spaciall
development. Detail and forceful architectonic is most generally subdued

in favor of logic, the handling of structure, systems integration, and
economics.

The works of Holabird and Roche were described in one of the leading
1920 architectural publications as 'that which makes up the daily grist."
However, in the case of Aquila Court, an ordered and uneventful facade gives
way to a unique set of inmer spacial relationships.

In the present day of urban emphasis this building represents a well
developed integration of the urban components; retail, office, and town
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house arranged around a peaceful courtyard.




