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7. DESCRIPTION

The Cambridge Grant Historic District isatract of approximately 322 acresin the eastern part of the town of
Ashburnham, comprising a szable segment of the origina colonia land grant of somewhat over 1000 acres.
Located fifty miles northwest of Boston and thirty miles north of Worcester, the district goreeds over the
gentle southern and eegtern dopes of Russdl Hill, an dongated north-south moraine whose crest, & an
eevation of 1368 fest, is strewn with glacial boulders. Rising from the southern foot of Russdl Hill isthe
gegp northern dope of Jewel Hill, an abrupt, rocky, wooded prominence reaching 1411 feet above sa
level. Thisisthe w etan edgeof the watershed of the Merrimack River.

Theehills, together with Mount Watatic to the north and Mount Wachusett to the south, condtitute the first
prominent rise in the central Massachusetts land mass which climbsgradually northwestward fromthis
point toward the Appaachian range. Tothe eadt, the land falls sharply away to meet the broad littoral plain
of eestem Massachusetts, with the result that views from here dretch fifty milesto the Blue Hills near
Bogton. The city's skylinecan be plainly ssen on dear days. The surrounding woodland is amixture of
conifers, dominated by white pine, goruce and hemlock, and deciduous trees, including red oak, beech,
maple, poplar and birch. Mountain Laurd aboundsin the woods, and the high rocky clearings are blanketed
with wild blueberries.

Thew estern boundary of the historicdistrict falls near the center of the original Cambridge Grant. The
designated area stretches north and south on either sde of the old town road and extends eestward to the
border of the town of Ashby. The narrow centrd artery, known as Russdl Hill Road, may befollowed
esgward from the westem boundary past ancient gonewallslined with mature meaples s far as the Ashby
line. The road passes well-preserved Federd-period farmhouses and outbuildings surrounded by open
pagture and woodland, with impressive digant viewsadongthe way. Not far from the Ashby border, Wilker
Road turns from Russdll Hill Road toward the northem portion of the old grant, where orchard, field, and
woodland on both sdes surround another large and well-preserved early farmstead. There are no non-
contributing structures to detract from the pristine mral New England setting, despite the district's proximity
to built-up areas. There are inthis compact rural neighborhood seven houses dating from 1788 to 1834, plus
sx bamsand other outbuildings. Contributing dements include an old family burial ground, aspringin use
snce before 1819, an 18th century brick kiln site, afarm pond, remnants of three dams, an early 20th
century summer cottage, and foundations of bams, atanning shop, and an early schoolhouse,

(continued)
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Contributing Structures

The Thomas Russdl House [MHC #251][photos 6, 12] isavernacular, five-bay, 1 V™ gory, 18"-century
cgpew ith pitch roof, and acentra chimney dightly forward of theridge. A onestory reer ell wraps around
the northwest corner, substantialy enlarging the original structure. The ell evidently dates from the 19th
century and hes aVictorian chimney szed for sdoves. It isextended by asmdl one-gtory addition a the
northwest corner and a 20™"-century endosed porch on the west side. The main block of the houseand
dreet-facing portion of the ell are dgpboarded, with unedorned box cornices and flush vergeboards: the
portion of the el not visible from the road is shingled. All window trim isplain. Double-hung 6/9 sseh are
modern replacements of the originals, which were removed in the 1980s Late 19th century blindswith
movable louvres were removed after 1964. The smple entrance is flanked by broad fluted pilagters, \Nhich
are crow ned by square blocks in place of capitas detailed with concentric square sunk fillets. There is a
shdlow full cellar under the main block, with dry sonewallscgpped with cut granite dabs. The chimney
foundation shows sgns of many old repairs and conssts of sone and brick with embedded reused hew n and
mortised timbers. There arc three fireplaces on the first floor, the one in the southwest room has a bechive
oven besdeit. Much of the exigting interior trim is early and probably original.

The oldest extant dwelling in Cambridge Grant, this house was built by Thomas Russdl on John Adams
land, probably shortly after Russdl's purchase of aplot of farmland acrossthe road in 1788, Itsadmogt
Spatan simplicity indde and out may likely be due to the ill-pioneer character of theterritory & that time.

The John Adams, J. House (Handley Farm) [MHC 254] [photos 5, 9-11] isatwo-story, late Georgian,
double-pile house built of red brick mede on the site, with a stringcourse between the stories, over a
besament course of cut granite dabs. It isafive-bay, double interior-chimney, pitch-roof building. A
molded box comice a the eaveswraps acrossthe geble ends of the house, forming segp pediments with the
raking end cornices. The front entrance, surmounted by a semicircular light, iscut cleanly into the masonry,
trimmed only by radiating brick voussoirs. Window openings have exceptionally wide granite sills and
lintels. Double-hung saeh have 12/12 lights on the first floor and 812 inthe sscond story and attic. A
secondary entrance on the east facade is cgpped by a smple rectangular four-light transom. At the reer is a
later 1 V2 gory dapboarded frameell with athird large chimney, and there is an atached gable-fronted
bam, dso finished with clgpboards. Windowsinthe ell and bam have 69 double hung-sash, and thereis a
13-light transom over the bam entrance. Gabled dormers in the el hold paired 6/6 windows.

This isthe mog ambitious house in Cambridge Grant, built for the son of the first settler about 1798. 1t was

(continued)
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then the largest house intown as well as the first one built of brick, and it was still described in the mid 19th
century as the finest house in Ashburnham. Unusua even when new, its pedimented gables were quite
fashionable inthe 1790s and its dean-cut unadorned entrance was exceedingly modern, while the
gringcourse between gtories was oddly archaic. Itsrectangular gonelintelsare unusud as well. Brick
vousoirs or keygtone lintelsare norma in brick buildingsof this period; broad, unedorned rectangular
granite lintelslike these w ould not commonly be ssen in this region until the arrival of the Gresk Revival
syle, over thirty years after the Adams house was built. The four-panel entrance door and turned newd post
in the style of the 1850sindicate there were some Victorian renovations. The interior w as further
modernized between 1909 and 1916. The brick beke oven in the northeast room was taken out and the
fireplace rebuilt while others of the nine known fireplaces were dtered and mantds were removed. Wide
archeswere opened up between the front rooms and the central Saircaseto create an open floor plan across
the front of the house and partition walls between the reer rooms of the main block were removed to cregte a
sngle "common room," 37 feet long. There is neverthdess significant early wood finish remaining; and a
ssoond brick oven hes bean uncovered, atached to the remains of yet atenth fireplace inthe 19th century
ell.

Sengtively preserved, the house reflects many generations of change and adaptation, and continues to be one
of the mogt digtinguished inthe town. John Adams, J. and 19th century owner Nathan Handley were
important landowners, and a significant portion of their impressive holdings remains with the property. The
present house lot is nearly twenty acres, and aparcel of 62 acres acrossthe road (part of the original John
Adams, S. property) protects the farm's environment from ingppropriate development.

The Walter Russdll Adams House [MHC 256][photos 14, 15] isa large five-bay, single-pile, center-entrance
frame house with hip roof, twin end-wal chimneys, and reexr ell. A lateral, one-story, pitch-roofed shed
(built from early reused barn timbers) extends to the west from the reer €ll, and amodem endosed porchis
onthe eest. There isalarge detached bank barn west of the house, with aamaller bam connected to its eest
end and ancther small barn or shed connected to its south front. The houseis dapboarded, with plain comer
boards and smple molded box cornice. The large west chimney isorigina and sarvesfireplaces inthefirst
and ssoond floorsof the main block; the much smdler eest chimney is alater replacement. The entranceis
flanked by sidelights consisting of 2/2 operable sash above wooden gprons, and is cgpped by an elliptical
louvred fan, the whole surmounted by aclassicd entablature with broad frieze carried on Tuscan pilagters
displaying exaggerated entasis. The windows have ssimple original molded trim and later 2/2 double hung
szeh. The louvred blinds show adistinct local characterigtic found in other early 19* century housssin the
vicinity: while rectangular upper and lower sections havetypical 'lorizonta louvres, a sguare middle section

(continued)
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contains louvres which run vertically. The foundation conssts of afull cellar under the main block, with dry
gonewalls cgoped with cut granite dabs.

The housewas evidently built shortly after Walter Russall Adams acquired the land from John Adams in
1814. Itw as long known as one of the mogt progperous farms in Ashburnham, built on what was

acknow ledged the best farmland inthe town. Today the house, outbuildings and site are virtually unchanged
from their gppearance in an engraving published in Ezra Stearns  History of Ashburnham in 1887. Inside,
much of the wood finish is original, including the smple straight-run aircase with dender Federd newd
post and square baugters. Handsome six-pand doors have shdlow flat pands framed by delicate raised
ogeemoldings. Thistrim isvery similar to that in the Wdter Russdl House nearby, and some molding
profilesare identical. The interiorsin both houses may have been finished by the same carpenter, but it
aopearsa leedt a6 likely that their nearly matching trim was purchased reedy-meade from the same locd
supplier. The west parlor on the first floor contains later Gresk Revival trim and mantd.

The front portion of the ell is evidently of the same period with the main block, and conggts of asingle large
room ~ the origina kitchen, with brick fireplaceand beehive oven. Characterigtic of kitchen dlsin two-
gory, single-pile Worcester County houses of the Federd period, this one has small, nearly square windows
tucked tightly under the eavesin the attic story. Thisell was later extended toward the rear. A stud removed
in renovations is preserved in the house, and bearsthe inscription "WA 48" - probably alumber deder's
mark indicating Walter Adams purchase in 1848, The long shed atached to this el isbuilt of reused hewn
timbers, a number of which display old purlin mortises from their fonner use as barn roof rafters. They ae
identical to roof timbers in the smal bam discussed below.

The large 19th century bank bam west of the houseis covered with unpainted vertical boards. While New
England barns normally sa low to the ground and hed side-wall entranceswell intothe 19th century, this
barn isbuilt upon an embankment and hes ahigh sone foundation and a gable-wall entrance. These are
features typical of early Pennsylvania bams, and not normally found in New England beforethe 1830s This
may be the earliest surviving bank bam in the region, built after John Adams visit to his son Jamesin
Pennsylvania in 1834. Attached to its eest end by a short hyphen isa22' by 36' English style bam with Sde-
wall entrance. Manifestly of earlier origin than the large bam, its hewn timber frame digplays congtruction
more typical of the 18th century than the 19th. Front and rear walswere raised as pre-assembled bentswith
flared corner posts (19th century bentsare normally raised parald to the end wallsand have unflared posts).
Tiegirtsare laid over the front and rear platesinthe 18th century manner, rather than framed into them as in
19%th century bams. The early roofing sysem consigts of large principal rafters mortised a two-foot
intervals for common purlins (later replaced with paired common rafters between the original principal
rafters). An early layer of vertical sheathing boards cut on asaeh saw isvisible inside, but is largely covered

(continued)
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outsde by later sheathing. All nails presently visible even inthe earlier shegthing layer are transitional
machine-cut nails with thick regular heeds and burrs on adjacent edges, indicating adate of ca 1810-1840.
Either the framing is archaic, or this is an older barn recovered early inthe 19th century. Asthe building is
now underlaid by split granite dabs, it is possble that it was moved and repaired after congtruction of the
present house. Given the early congtruction style of its frame, it gppeers to be one of the "buildings thereon
ganding” mentioned in the 1814 deed from John Adams. If 0, it isthe sole structure known to survive from
the original John Adams farm, and one of the oldest buildingsin Cambridge Grant.

At the corner of Wilker Road and Russdll Hill Road isasmadl maninade farm pond, partly enclosed by an
eathen berm. Presently maintained for fire protection, it may have been created originally ether as afire
pond or as awatering hole for livestock. Much of the adjacent land remains untouched by development, and
contributes materialy to the historic gopearance of the district. The houselot is 101/2-acres, and the parcd
of mesdow and wood acrossthe road contains about 13 /2-acres

The Timothy Hetcher House (Cambridge Grant Fami) [MHC 257] [photos 1, 2, 8, 13] is another two story,
single-pile, hip-roofed Federd dwelling of five bayswith center entrance. It may have bean built before
1816, when Jodah Hetcher sold the land to Timothy Fletcher "with the buildings thereon,” but it ismore
likely that it was built between then and 1820, when adesd to Asa Woods described a boundary running
between "the old and the new house by the town road." More modest in scaethan the Water Russdll
Adams House, the Fetcher House hes the two rear-wall chimneys and low hip roof characteristic of many
Worcester County houses of the period. There isan integra rear kitchen ell with rear-wall chimney typical
of one-pile Federd housesinthisregion, plus along laterd ell connected to alarge 19th century barn with
gable end to the road. There are modem hip-roofed dormers in the dlls, and amodern enclosed porchis
gopended to the north end of the main block. The entrance condgdts of apartia entablature raised on smple
Tuscan pilasters, enclosing a six-pand door flanked by siddlights and crowned by a shallow dlliptical
louvred fan. There isa smple molded box comice on the main block of the house. The 6/6 window saeh
are modern replacements, and other early finish isdisguised beneath vinyl siding. Nonethdess, the house
and connected buildings congtitute a handsome example of asuccessful 19th century farm, and in recent
years much of the old pasture and crop land surrounding them has been deared of encroaching forest,
presenting an increasingly rare present-day view of what these progperous farms looked like when
aurrounded by broad open fields. The house lot done contains 43 acres, while the half meadow, half
wooded |ot acrossthe road contains 40 acresmore. Both parcds were part of the Hetcher farm by 1781.

The Walter Russall House [MHC 253][photos 6, 18, 26-28, 31] was built in 1823 on atwo-acre house ot
purchased from John Adams, J. in 1822. It isatwo-story, single-pile, five-bay, hip-roofed frame house
with brick end walls. One of only three Federd brick-end houses constructed in Ashburnham, it isthe only

(continued)
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two-gory example remaining.  Like the other one-pile housesin thisareg, it hes arear kitchen €ll of a
period with the main block. Behind the cll isalong lateral one-story shed, which formerly connected to an
English barn with entrance on the long front elevation. Its foundation terrace and sone doorstep may still be
s eadt of the shed. Fenestration condats of 6/6 saeh with origina molded trim and louvred blindsin the
main block; newer 6/6 saeh in the shed and first story of the ell; and six-light casement windows under the
eavesin the attic gory of theell. There isasmple molded box cornice. The exterior finish condsts of
cgpboards and broad cornerboards on the front of the main block, and cedar shingles on the rear wall of the
main block and onthe ell and shed. Acrossthe front of the house isafull-width one-gtory Victorian veranda
with eaborate turned pogs and jigsawn baugers. The porch roof conced's the entablature of the Federd
entrance, but the unusually dender Tuscan pilagters that supported it and the piers againgt which they gand
aevisble, as isthe origina six-pand door with rectangular four-light transom.

A remarkable feature of the exterior isthat the bricks of the west end were laid in common bond, while
Hemish bond was usad onthe eest end - a suggedtion that two masonswere & work smultaneoudly,
particularly as the remainder of the house gppears to have bean buih all a onetime. Running bond was usd
over window openings inboth ends  Itsfailure on the eest end resulted in the insertion of brick voussoirs
above the first gory window after 1920. The origina foundation congists of a dry stone-wdl cellar under the
center portion of the main block, cgoped a the front with cut granite dabs. It Sops severd feet short of the
brick ends, which rest on granite dabslad directly on the earth. At the rear, the original cellar waslater
extended beneath the kitchen ell. Thedl has been much dtered, and itsfireplace and chimney no longer
exig. The house lot has been kept dear of growth, as have the fields acrossthe road, preserving the open
landscgpe and the distant views. One of these parcels, a segp seven-plus acre pagture referred to in
numerous old desds as "the sSide hill piece," has bean conveyed with the house for generations.

Ingde, the main block of the houseretains al of itsoriginal wood finish in the eest parlor, the sair passage
and the two front bedrooms, including molded chair rails, wide floor boards, a smple Federd darcase and
banigter, and fine mantelpieces. The outstanding interior decorative dement condds of two large murds
painted ca. 1824-1825 by the itinerant artist Rufus Porter, discussed in detail under Section 8 below [photos
26-28].

The Ward and Mary Russall House (Burbank house) [MHC 252][photos 6, 19] isavemacular, five-bay,
pitch-roof cgpewith twointerior chimneysand an integral one-story angular ell with connected carriage
shed. Built in 1834 by Mary Russal and her coushusband Ward Russdll, it iscongtructed ina
conservative late Fedard style with some Gresk Reviva decorative details. The exterior is clapboarded,
with smple cornerboards. Vergeboards a the gables are nearly flush with the wall face. Fenedtiation

(continued)
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condds of original 6/9 double-hung saeh with dender muntins and smple molded trim downgtairs inthe
main block, and 6/6 saeh in the gable ends and the (later) reer dormers. Fenedration inthe ell has been
changed in recent renovation from a smal 6-pane casamant to 6/6 saeh. The entrance hes a stylish saven-
pand door with raised fields, flanked by 2/3 operable double-hung seeh with panded goronsbelow. Itstrim
condgs of gock molded boardswith Grecian corner blocks. The carriage shed has plain rectangular board-
and-batten doors w ith remarkably long forged iron strgp hinges. The foundation was originally of dry
fieldstone & the front and sides, capped with cut granite dabs, and all brick at the back, with the interior H-
plan brick foundation of one chimney intact. During renovation in 1994, the housewas moved back 30 feet
and st upon a new concrete foundation faced with granite. The original granite foundation dabswere
reused in landscaping.

Virtually al of theorigina interior wood finish is intact, including wide pine and hemlock floorboards ad
all four origina mantes. The wood trim isof the mog modest vernacular sort except in the eest parlor,
where, as a the front entrance, fashionable Grecian trim inamore pretentious style (probably bought from a
gock source) was used. All interior wood finish in the main block was carefully preserved during recent
renovations, including hand-painted grey and yellow ochre marbleizing on the eest parlor bassboards Fine
early cupboards in the pantry, with origina brass hardware, were removed during renovation.

The Russdll-Burbank bam foundation [photo 20]is located just west of the Ward & Mary Russdl house A
long bank bam of five or six bents, it was connected to the carriage shed, with itsridge running parallel to
that of the house. Although not presenting its geble end to the road in the later 19th century manner, it was
neverthdess newer in style than the neighboring English-style bam a the Walter Russdl House acrossthe
road, having entrances & both geble ends and a large open cellar bdlow. The massive sone foundation of
the cdllar, which underlay the eestern three quarters of the barn, remains intact, dthough now bisected by a
modem driveway. Although the once-open fieldsaround the house have largdly returned to forest, much
land remains with the property and is undeveloped. Behind the bara site, a stone-wall-lined farm lane runs
south toward Jewell Hill's western shoulder ~ through 42 acres of new-growth forest that was once broad
open pasture and orchard.

The James Adams, . House (MHC 255) isatwo-story, five-bay frame building with low hip roof, centra
entrance and twin rear-wall chimneys, sgt upon cut granite dabsover adry fiddstonecdlar. Itwas
evidently built by James Adams, J., shortly after his acquisition of the land in 1826. The front entrance hes
a sx-pand door flanked by 20th century full-length sddights with unremarkable board trim. There isno

(continued)
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aurv iving evidence of any decorative surround, athough Oscar Carlson, J., whose father renovated the
house between 1913 and 1918, dated that there was originally alouvred fan over the entrance like those on
nearby houses. The current owners are inthe process of restoring it. There isasmple secondary entrance
on the south eevation near the rear wall. Fenestration congists of modern 6/6 double-hung sash. Vinyl
siding hes recently been removed and replaced with appropriate quarter-sawn clgpboards.

Ingde, the house hes been significantly dtered, but it retains agood Federd dogleg arcase and some other
early wood finish, including fine wide floorboards and both Federd and Gresk Reviva doors and door trim.
Although this isframed as a single-pile house, one upgtairs room isdivided into one large front chamber and
one smdler one behind. The other upper room was formerly dso divided, into asmdl front chamber and a
larger rear one. On the first floor, the left-hand room is likewise divided into a large front room (now a
kitchen) and asmadler back room (evidently the original kitchen, w ith some early wood finish intact). In the
north parlor isagood Federd mantel which may be original to this house, but may have bean moved here
from the nearby Walter Russdll Adams House during early 20th century renovations. The present owners
have undertaken a sendtive preservation of the remaining early interior features of this house, as well asa
gradud restoration of its exterior finish bassd on careful research.

The smdll detached bam isawdl-preserved early post and beam structure with vertical plank covering. The
geble end faces the road, with nearly flush vergeboards above and wide double dliding wooden doors bel ow.
Its south front holds four square sngle-sash twelve-light windows a ground-floor level; its|oft on the north
is lighted by four like windows placed tightly under the eaves Below them are two more of these windows
and asecondary entrance on the northwall. A smal meedow remains clear of overgrowth south of the barn,
and recent cdlearance of encroaching pine forest on the north and west hes returned much of the landscgpe to
its former openness. Behind the house isa amdl sone dam fonnerly used in connection with the morocco
tanning busness. The house lot isdightly over six acres. Tothe eadt, the house and bam overlook the 13
V2 acre south pasture of the Walter Russdl Adams property.

The RussI-Burbank Cemetery (MHC 804) [photos 21-22] isaamdl family burial ground, centered in a
doping pagture on the southern sde of Russdl Hill Road. 1t isendosed by low sonewalls and sheded by
beautiful old trees, including an immense copper beech and mature hemlocks and oaks. The original plot is
40 by 50 feet, and is located 70 feet eedt of the Ward Russdll House and acrossthe road from the Walter
Russdl House. It contains fifteen monuments bearing the namesof eighteen members of the Russdl and
Burbank families, with dates of degth ranging from 1848 to 1970. There are anumber of white marble
Victorian gones, including two with decorative Gothic pands and one in the form of aGrecian stde cgoped
by acdlasscd um. One 20th century gone isanaturd grey granite boulder with veins of white quartz, mica,

(continued)
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and black crystals;, another hes agranite plinth st with avery large crysta of green tourmaline. In the late
19h or earl)' 20th century, the north wall of the cemetery, just three feet from the road, was reconstructed
with mortar joints, probably as a defense againgt damage from snow plows. The sde and rear wallsremain
unmortared, like those enclosing the surrounding fields. In 1996 the tumbling sde wallswere expertly
repaired and the rear wall was rebuilt with the original sgoneseight feet south of its origina placement,
enlarging the endosed areato 40' X 58'. The cemetdly is accessible on foot only. Entrance isby asmple
four-foot-wide opening in the north wall. Although pine forest hes overtaken much of the pasture land to the
south, the areaaround the cemetery has been kept open, and there are impressive views acrossthe south
shoulder of Russdl Hill and to the top of Jewdl Hill.

The District Three Schoolhouse |ot [photos 23-24] iswest of the Thomeas Russell House on what is now ot
39/ parce 5onthetow n assessors mgp. Although the lagt of its three or four successive buildings wes
destroyed in the 20th century, its foundation of cut granite dabs 23' by 33' remains in place on the old 100
by 120 lot, ebout 60 feet from the road. A smal mound of scattered bricks evidently from its chimney lies
just indde the north boundary of the foundation, as do intermediate support sonesfor itsfloor frame. The
granite doorgep dso remains in place.

The Morocco Shop site [photo 25] is between the schoolhouse 1ot and the Thomas Russdll House on 1ot 39 /
parcd 5. Of the severd Stesassodiated with the production of morocco leasther on Russdl Hill, the one
mogt frequently referred to in old records isthe shop of Thomes Russdl (later of Walter Russdll, later of
Ivers Adams and Thomas Russdll Adams), sad in severd desdsto have been located 72 feet north of the
road just west of Thomas Russl's houselot. At gpproximately that locationisa22' by 12 rectangular
arangement of field goneswhich evidently formed its foundation. Water was carried to the shop in hollow
logs from a nearby spring mentioned in the early deeds This spring, whose opening is protected by large
boulders and partialy covered by agranite dab, can till be found afew yards north of the northern
boundary of the Thomas Russdll House lot.

Red Top [photos 16-17] isan early 20th century single-story vemacular frame summer cottage with a low
pitch roof, its gable end facing the road. An endaosed lean-to porch goans the front and wraps around the
eedt facade. Theridgeispierced by a sone chimney severd feet forward of the origind northwall. The
exterior coveringisof shingles; al trim is severdy plain. The cottage is how adapted for multi-season use
and extended by alarge two-story frame addition on the north. Fenedtration consdts of 11 and 2/2 sseh

(continued)
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from various periods, as well as modern single-light cassments. Built on former Handley Farm land
purchased primarily for the views, the cottage gandson alot of just over three acres and asmall adjacent
lot contains 1-1/3 acres Thewild blueberry farm behind the house is 42 acres of mostly open land
Soreading over the rocky crest of the glacial moraine.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric stes are recorded inthe Cambridge Grant Historic District or inthe generd areq, it is
possible that Stesare presant. Environmenta characterigtics of the district indicate the presence of severd
locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that are favorable indicatorsfor many types of
prehistoric stes. Seveard well drained, level to moderatedly doping terraces within 1000 feet of wetlands are
located on the dopesof the Russdl Hill moraine and Jewell Hill. Freshwater wetlands in the areaare the
heedwaters of dreams lying within the Nashua River drainage, part of the larger Merrimack River drainage.
Mogt stes should be present in the centra portion of the district surrounding the wetlands south of Russdll
Hill Road and near wetlands on the south to southwest facing dopesof Jewell Hill. High prehistoric ste
potential may ds0 exist around freshwater gorings dso reported inthe district. Regiond prehistoric
sttlement information and environmental potentia for the arealindicate potential sites may include smdler
campsites and specid purpose type Stes representing resource gathering activities and quarries. Professor
Levi Russdl Ward, owner of the Walter Russdll House through much of the 19 centur>', w & an artifact
collector and a gone axe heed from his collection remained in the house when it was purchased in 1920. It
is unknown whether the axe was found in the district. Given the information presented above, the sze of the
digtrict (c. 322 acres), and the availability of undeveloped land, ahigh potential exigts for locating
prehistoric resources in the district.

A high potentid dso exigs for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Additional
historical research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can help locate structural evidence of
many of the 18* and 19* century residences, farmsteads, industries and civic buildings no longer extantin
the district. Many homesfrom the district'searly settlers in the 18¢ century including John Adams, Josiah
Hetcher and Ethan Wetherbee are represanted on mgps as late as 1855 but are gone by 1870.
Archaeological evidence may dso survivefrom the Ivers and Thomas Russdll Adams House (1820's - 30's)
and severd outbuildings destroyed after 1982. Structura evidence may dso survive from the Captain
Thomas Adams (ca. 1778) dwelling house which preceded the Ivers and Thomas Russdll Adams House on
the same generd site. Structura evidence of outbuildings including bams and evidence of occupationa
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso survive as parts of larger archaeologica sites and with
extant buildings. A barn foundation hes been identified adjacent to the Ward and Mary Russdl House on

(continued)
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the south side of Russdll Hill Road. Archaeologica evidence including structural remains and festures
assodiated with industrial dtes should dso survivein the district. Foundation remains from aMorocco Shop
site(tanning site) have bean identified between the schoolhouse ot and the Thomas Russdl House. Tanning
dtesme>’ include evidence of a structure, tanning vats that were st in the ground, and water supply that was
important inthe tanning process. A tanning site may aso be presant near the John Adams . House

(cal 826) where asmdl sone dam reportedly built as part of a tanning busnessaso exigts. Structural
evidence and/or archaeologica features may aso survivefrom an 18¢ century brick making operation neer
the John Adams J. House. The Ste of a least one civic structure hes o been identified inthe district.
Structura evidence from three or four successive schoal buildings may survive a the site of the District 3
Schoolhouse a 205 Russdl Hill Road. A granite foundation from the last school building, destroyed in the
20* centur\' survives a that location. Occupationd related features associated with the school may dso
exig. Unmarked graves, funerary artifactsand pogt molds from fence pogts marking boundaries may exist a
the 19* century Russdll-Burbank Cemetery a 224 Russl Hill Road.

(end)
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8. HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Cambridge Grant Historic District representsamodd of rura New England life in the early ninegteenth
century. Embodying arare example of an intact pioneer family neighborhood, it illuminatesa settlement
pattern followed for much of the interior of the nation. For acommunity of its size, it haes been home toan
agtonishing number of digtinguished citizens, and it isthe Ste of avigorous loca arts community of the early
20th century. Itswell-preserved historic buildingsretain great integrity of setting, location, association,
materids, feeling, and design. Cambridge Grant medts criteria A, B, and C for listing on the National
Regiger of Historic Places

Congructed within the brief period from 1788 to 1834, the Federd buildingsa Cambridge Grant are closely
rdated in congtruction, materias and design. Individual in their specific forms, they are nonethdess
subgtantially alike intheir conception, functional arrangement, and aesthetic origins. As such, they form a
significant and distinguishable architecturd group, typifying vernacular domestic architecture of rura
Worcegter County a the onset of the 19th century. Happily, the houses and the bams retain mogt of their
exterior and interior architectural detail. Furthermore, as the setting of thesebuildingsis undisturbed as well
~ both within the generd landscgpe and in their relationship to one another -- the district as awhole
possesses outstanding period integrity

The Russl Hill group therefore qualifiesfor inclusioninthe National Regigter under criterion A,
representing eventsthat have meade a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
Additionally, itsrdated housesform a significant and distinguishable architectura group; and, as well-
preserved rural vernacular buildingsof the Federd period, they embody the distinctive characteristics of
their type. They therefore qualify under criterion C as well.

Handley Farm (the John Adams. J. House, ¢. 1798) isan outdtanding 18* century brick country squires
mansion, congructed a atime when the vast majority of housesin the immediate region were modest frame
cottages. With its unadorned arched entrance (dating from the same year as Bullfinch's dean-cut archesa
the new Massachusetts State House), and with its massve granite lintels, it anticipates architectural dements
which would not become common, even in the mog fashionable New England buildings, for two more
decades. Hometo Aldrich Bowker during his mogt productive decedes (and site of his popular open-ar
productions), it is closdy associated with the artistic and persond life of this significant figurein American
thestre.

The brick-end Walter Russdl House (c. 1823-24) contains large admirably preserved murds dating from the

(continued)
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first or second year of Rufus Porter's long and well-documented career as apainter. For its preservation of
these exceedingly rare semind works by a known master (many of whose murds are now lost), and for its
significant role inthe gart of his career, the Water Russdll House hes significance beyond that of its
architecture.

The Cambridge Grant

In 1662 a "greet bridge" was built acrossthe Charles River between present-day Brighton and Cambridge,
Massachusetts, fonning a land route between Bogton and the towns to the north. The Generd Court of the
colony charged the towns of Lexington, Cambridge and Newton with responsibility for maintaining the
bridge. Over timethe towns sought relief from the heavy cogt of maintenance, and in 1734 they were eech
granted athousand acres of unsettled land to develop or sdll to eese thefinancial burden. With a shortage of
money, the Court commonly usad auch grants as the preferred means of payment for military or other public
srvice, as well as for other formsof legd compensation. Newton chosetwo parcds, one near Petersham.
Massachusetts and one a what is now Berwick, Maine; while both Lexington and Cambridge sdected
undivided parcds in unsettled wilderness lands north of Lunenburg, in what is now Ashburnham.
Subsequently five other grants, ranging from four hundred to one thousand acres, were medewithin the
present-day borders of Ashburnham. In 1736, afar larger tract was givento the heirs of sixty soldiersfrom
Dorchegter and its environs as compensation for military service inan unsuccessful 1690 expedition to
Canada. Thisvadt tract, known as the Dorchester Canada plantation, partially or completely surrounded the
sx earlier grants (which nonethdess remained autonomous entities). The parcd till belonging to
Cambridge was known varioudy as "The Bridgefarm in Dorchester Caneda," ""Cambridge Bridge farm,”
"Cambridge farm," or "Cambridge grant." Minor errors mede in surveying the extremely hilly southem
portion, combined with ddliberate dlowances mede for "sweg of the chain,” resulted inatract nearer 1200
acresthan the 1000 originally dlocated.

Over the next 29 years Dorchester Caneda became gradudly populated. When, in 1764, the proprietorsand
inhabitants voted atax on landholders to promote itsincorporation as atown, the uninhabited Bridge Farm,
which still belonged to the town of Cambridge, was exempted. But by June of that yeer a petitionfor
incorporation included all amdler grants within the plantation, and in November the Cambridge proprietors
agppointed a committee to digpose of their land for money. Dorchester Caneda plantation was chartered as
the new town of Ashburnham in February 1765, and the Bridge Farm lands, dthough still owned by the
Cambridge proprietors, became part of the newly recognized town.

Ore of the committee membars the Cambridge proprietors had gppointed to sdll their land in 1764 was
Thomas Adams of Menotomy (later West Cambridge, now Arlington). He sold 80 acres in the southeast

(continued)
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corner of the grant to Joshua Billings in 1766 and 100 acresto his son John Adamsin 1768. By 1772 he
hed acquired the remainder of the southern half of the grant for himsalf, and he sold or gave it to relatives in
five more tracts between 1777 and 1788. The northern half was similarly digposad of by Issec Steems of
Billerica. infour large tracts sold from 1766 to 1772. Whether Steerns had acquired the northern half of the
grant in hisown right or was selling it on behalf of the proprietors is not certain from the record. In any
event, the town of Cambridge recorded that it had been fully paid for the land by August of 1772. In 1788 a
discrepancy beUveen the widths messured a the northern and southern boundaries of the grant was resolved
by the smple expedient of redefining the western boundary of Ebenezer Thomas Adams ot to meat the
comer of Peter Policy's lot to the south, thus further increasing the total acreege. Although it was ultimately
asdinilated intothe town of Ashburnham, Cambridge Grant retained its peculiar identity es a separate
community of West Cambridge familieswell into the 19th century — amanifest reminder of the ancient
sygem which colonia New England governments hed used not only to compensate claims and reward
public service, but (ultimately inore importantly) to advance English settlement and consolidate exploitation
of the vagt unsettled territories.

By the 20th centurv much of the Cambridge Grant - virtually all once exploited as farmland ~ gradudly
returned to forest. Neverthdess, many acres of open field remain, and inthe undevdoped forest the early
gonewall boundaries are intact. With the sole exception of aportion of the Rindge Turnpike, even the few
roads are the same oneslaid out a the first settlement. With many homes of the second and third generation
of settlers remaining, and astonishingly few new buildings erected, the greater part of the old grant remains
completely unspoiled. Within the portion of Cambridge Grant recommended for inclusion inthe National
Regiger, only one house dates later than the Federd period. Asaremarkably intact survival of the ancient
land grant system, the Cambridge Grant district megts Nationa Regigter criterion A.

The Fletcher Farm

Ebenezer Fletcher purchesed 250 acresin the northem half of "the Cambridge Grant farm” from Issec
Seamsin 1772. In 1781 he sold 100 acres "with adwelling house standing on the same" to his son Josiah.
Asthere is no evidence that Ebenezer Fletcher ever settled in Ashburnham, it is possible that Josieh hed the
house built inanticipation of settling on his father's land. Later Josiah acquired 50 acresmore. In 1816 he
conveyed the 150 acresin two egqua parcds to Joshua Reaed and Timothy Fletcher. According to the 1816
decd there were buildings on each portion by then, and an 1820 desd refersto the property line separaing
the two as running "between the old and the new house by the town road.” The 18th century house is gone,
but the 19th century house now known as Cambridge Grant Farm isthe "new" house owned by Timothy
Hetcher in 1820 and probably built by him around 1816. With its large and well-preserved 19th century
bam and broad cleared acreage, Cambridge Grant Farm is afine example of aprosperous New England farm

(continued)
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of the Federd period, and the sole significant survivor of the early settlements in the northern half the
Cambridge Grant. Allied with the Adams and Russdll housesin the adjoining southern portion of the Grant,
it formsan essentid dement ina superb clugter of rural Federa domedtic architecture typical of Worcester
County, and isthereforeeligible for inclusion on the National Register under criterion C.

The Russdll-Adams Family Neighborhood

Severd dructures on Russdll Hill Road condtitute arare surviving example of a once-common modd of

New England rural life: the family neighborhood. Colonistsmoving into unsettled areas frequently mede
the move with relatives, banding together to share the burdens of pionear settlement as well as the potentia
prosperity offered by large tracts of undeveoped land. When settlement was successful, districts could
develop inwhich all householders might be co-descendants of one or two families. Inanother settlement
pattern, family neighborhoods evolved when the offspring of early settlers built homes on subdivided parcds
of their parents land, creating extended farms which sarved more than one generation and household unit.
While the properties often remained distinct, with recognized boundary lines and sgparate ownership, the
family connection resulted in districtswhere immediate neighbors were dl rdated either by blood or through
marriage. Essentially rural in character, these family neighborhoods did not arise because of the presence of
mills or public buildings (notably churches) around which towns and villages typicaly grew. Instead,
family neighborhoods developed because of the economics of available land, the opportunity to pool 1abor,
and the yearning for support and comfort of neerby family ~ particularly inisolated rural settings ~ in an
age when both trangportation and communication were dow and uncertain. New England town histories
and oldtown mgps abound in records of such early neighborhoods (often, as a Russdl Hill, they are till
named for the origina settlers); but mogt are no longer recognizable as archetypica family neighborhoods in
the sensedescribed. 1n heavily settled areas subssquent subdivision, recongtruction, building loss, and
encroachment of unrdated structures hes normally changed the character of such neighborhoods. Even in
still-rural arees the loss of early buildings through fire or other causeshes usudly | eft little trace of the old
family neighborhood. Russdl Hill isan outstanding exception.

The fine structures which comprise this intact early family neighborhood on Russdll Hill may be divided
into two groups. thoseof the Russdl family a the crest of the hill; and, to the east, those of the Adams
family, with whom the Russdls were intermarried. The Russdll group consdts of the following dements

the Thomas Russdl and Margaret (Adams) Russdll House, built on the north
dde of theroad c. 1788 (MHC 251);

(continued)
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* the house of their son Walter Russdl and hiswife Alona (Lawrence) Russll,
built next door in 1823 (MHC 253);

* the house of their daughter Mary Russdll and her husband Ward Rusll (a
soond cousin), built on the south side of the road in 1834, with its adjacent
barn foundation;

* the Russdll-Burbank family cemetery, immediately eest of the Ward Rusl|
House, established by 1848 (MHC 804).

The barn foundation is pertinent to the concept of the shared family farm. There being no evidence of a barn
dte a the Thomas Russdll House on the north sde of the road, either this barn or the older one formerly
ganding next to the Walter Russall House may have bean shared by two of the Russdll families.

The Adams group congists of the following structures:

* the house of Walter Russdll Adams and Mercy (Fairbanks) Adams, built about
1815 on land originally belonging to John Adams, S, with itslarge 19th century
bank barn and asmdler atached 18th century barn (MHC 256);

* the house of John Adams, J. (Ensign John Adams) and Dolly (Gibson) Adams,
built about 1798, with its 19th century ell and bam (MHC 254);

the James Adams, J. and Mary (Whitney) Adams House, built ca 1826, with its
bam of early date (MHC 255).

John Adams, S. of Menotomy (West Cambridge Parish) was the first settler of European descant in the
Cambridge Grant. Hisfather, Thomas Adams, had been gppointed in 1764 to the committee to sdll the land
on behdf of thetown of Cambridge, had acquired the entire southem half of the Grant. John began clearing
Grant land of hisfather's in 1766, and mede "provision for ahouse' there in 1770. He acquired alarge
portion of the Grant from Thomas, startingwith 100 acresin 1768.

In 1777, Thomas gave 50 acresto his daughter, Lucretia(Adams) Wetherbee. Evidently she and her
husband, Ethan Wetherbee, hed dreedy removed to her father's remote Cambridge Farm holdingsthe
preceding year, possibly with particular reason. Ethan Wetherbee had been the keegper of the Black Horse

(continued)
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Tavern in Menotomy, where the Committee of Safety and the Committee of Supplies met; and it was by his
warning that Charles Lee, Azor Orne and Elbridge Gerry narrowly escgped capture by the British onthe
night of April 18-19, 1775 on their way to Lexington. Thomas Adams himsdf settled here only later, in
1778. In 1788, he sold 81 acres more to his son John. Inthe sameyear he sold 147 acresin the western part
of the grant to his son, Ebenezer Thomas Adams, as well as 97 acres between John and Lucretias landsto
his grandson Thomas Russdll of Charlestown. Russdl was the son of Thomas Adams daughter Hannah

(and thus anephew of three of his neighbors and grandson of another). Furthermore, he was married to his
digant cousn Margaret Adams of Menotomy, a hiece of Thomas Adams.

From this early settlement of relatives on contiguous acreage, the dose asociation between the Adamsand
Rusdl families continued for many years. Still, two distinct family endaves devdoped: the Adams
compound on the eegtern edge of the grant, settled by descendants of John Adams; and the Russdl|
compound a the top of the hill, settled by descendants of Thomas Russdll. 1n 1826, David Russdl, afirst
cousin of Thomas, bought the former Ethan Wetherbee place. Although the Wetherbees were initially part
of the larger family settlement, their descendantsdispersed. David Russl's son Ward married Thomes
RusHll's daughter Mary. The Ethan Wetherbee/David Russdll buildings are no longer extant. The houseis
shown on the 1855 mgp, but was gone by the timethe 1870 mgp was published.

The District Three Schoolhouse and the Morocco Shop

District Tliree School. In 1774, first three and subsequently five Ashburnham school districtswere
established, the Russdl Hill areabecoming district 3, eventually serving the childrenof the Adams, RussHl
and Hetcher families. Precisdy when the first schoolhouse was built isnot known, but either it or a
successor building had burned down by 1799, when the town voted funds to establish a school in John
Adams wardroom in its place. Subsequently, anew brick building was erected on the schoolhouse lot. This
masonry structure proved too heavy for the lot, which isfrequently spongy with drainage from Russdl Hill.
Around 1846 it was moved to the nearby farm and tannery of Ivers and Thomas Russdl Adams, and ancther
wooden schoolhouse took its place. For many yearsthis schodl provided early education for the Cambridge
Grant children (including Melvin Ohio Adams, who became one of the mogt prominentfiguresin the
region). The District 3 Schoal was discontinued in 1888. Some time after the 1930s the dilapidated
building was removed, but its granite foundation dabs are perfectly preserved on the original schoolhouse
lot.

TheMorocco Shop. Thetrade of tanning hides was followed on Russdl Hill from the earliest settlement
until well intothe 19th century, and became the most important industry in the Cambridge Grant other than

(continued)
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fanning. John Adams, the first settler, was a cordwainer as well as afarmer, and isknown to have mede
dhoesuntil the lag year of his life, & age 104. Hisperennid need for shoe lesther may account for thefact
that his on Levi became atanner as well as afarmer; and his son James was known as both a tanner and
shoamaker.  John's nephew Thomas Russdll began curing hides specifically for morocco legther after
coming tothe grant in 1788. Hisghop isfirst mentioned in adead of 1819. Thomas was followed inthe
morocco trade by his sonsWalter and Thomas . Walter was succeeded in the Russdll Hill business by
Frank Russdll, who with a partner moved the busnessto Ashburnham Center in 1852, where it continued
until 1882. An 1830 desd shows that Ivers Adams was by then adso known as a morocco dresser; and from
1838 to 1860, he and Thomas Russdll Adams carried on athriving morocco businesson Russdl Hill. John
Adams grandson, John Adams |11, was dso referred to as amorocco dresser inan 1826 deed. Finadly,
another of John Adams grandsons, James Adams, J., was d<so caled amorocco dresser inan 1826 deed,
and he had gtarted a morocco budness of his own by 1833. James Adams moved to Pennsylvania in 1848,
and was succeaded locally inthe busnessby his son Luther B. Adams and his brother Andrew Jackson
Adams. With nearly all the Adams and Russdll mae descendants participating for over fifty years, morocco
dressing became both afamily trade and an economic maingtay of the community second only to farming.

Apart from the tanning facilities known to have been located a the severd farms, the 1855 map of
Ashburnham shows two freestanding morocco shops on Russdll Hill: the shop of Thomes Russdl, J., eedt
of the Walter Russall house, and that of lversand T. R. Adams, west of the Thomas Russdl, S. house
(which wes by then owned by Iversand T. R. Adams). The latter shop isthe origina one established by
Thomas Russll, S. prior to 1819. It was supplied with water which deads tell uswas "carried inlogs' from
anearby spring. By following the boundaries listed it is still possible to find the doneswhich evidently
formed the foundation of this shop (between the Thomas Russdll house and the schoolhouse lot), es well &
the still-flowing spring which provided its water supply.

The schoolhouse and morocco shop foundationsand the spring are Sites of significant loca historic interest,
and they may each have somearchaeological vaue as well. In the context of the other surviving dructures
they make a subgtantial and unique contribution to underganding the economic and socia history of
Cambridge Grant.

Rufus Porter

The Walter Russdll House boadts remarkably preserved murds by Rufus Porter, the most important of
early American itinerant wall painters. A large landscape runs the length of the upper Staircase, ad a
sndler romantic soene adorns the overmantd in the magter bedroom. Bom in West Boxford, Massrchusatts

(continued)
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Other Figures of Note

During the 19" century Cainbridge Grant nurtured a surprising number offiguresof note for adistrict of its
sze. Inadditionto leedersof loca and regiona importance, there were severd whose influence was more
widely felt. While many of their accomplishments were achieved later inlife, thesemen spent dl or part of
their youth in Cambridge Grant.

Issec Hill (1788-1851) (son of Issec Hill Sr., who had moved to Cambridge Grant in 1797, and grandson of
first settler John Adams), lived in the district from 1797 to 1802. He later became publisher of the New
Hampshire Patriot, Clerk of the New Hampshire State Senate, NH State Representative, NH State Sendtor,
Comptraller of the United States Treasury in the Andrew Jackson administration, United States Senator from
New Hampshire, and Governor of New Hampshire. Asan editor in Concord, NH in the 1840s, he published
articles about his youth a Cambridge Grant and about the Adams and Russdll families. The Issec Hill, .
farm, where Issec Hill lived as ayoungger, was partly onthe 12 acre parcel west of the 42 acre property
now asociated with the Ward Russell House,

Luther B. Adams (b.1829), son of Janes Adams, J. and great-grandson of John Adamsthe first settler, was
born and raised inthe Janes Adams, . house He became superintendent of the Boston Chair
Manufacturing Co. of Ashburnham, sucoessor to the Winchester Chair Works. The company manufactured
the stupendoudy popular Boston rocker, one of the most widely marketed products in the history of the
home furnishingsindustry. Later it produced huge numbers of Thonet-styie bentwood chairs including the
deigh rocker, another remarkable suoccess story in the history of American manufacturing. Ashburnham's
mog important industry, the firm was an aggressve innovator in massproduction techniques and one of the
three largest chair manufacturers inthe sate in the third quarter of the 19th century.

Andrew Jackson Adams (1828-1911), uncle of Luther and grandson of John Adamsthe first settler, wasa
partner in the Boston Chair Manufacturing Company. A. J Adamswas the son of James Adams, S, of
Cambridge Grant, and lived in Ashburnham from 1845 to 1850.

Samud G. Adams (1825-1886), son of Milton Adams (bora in Cambridge Grant in 1801) and grest-
grandson of first settler John, became Superintendent of Policefor the City of Boston.

Ivers Adams (1808-1890), of the Russdll Hill Morocco business, was dected Representative to the
Massachusetts State Legidature in 1851, Hewas bom in Cambridge Grant, lived in the now-demolished
Iversand T. R. Adams house, and owned the morocco shop whose foundation survives as well asthe

(continued)
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surviving Thomas Russdll House, where he evidently housed tannery workers. He endowed the town with a
trust fund ussd for municipa works.

Ivers Whitney Adams (b. 1838), son of Walter Adams (born in Cambridge Grant in 1807) and grandson of
Water Rusdll Adams, became President and Generd Manager of the American Net and Twine Company of
Bogton, the largest manufacturer of itskind inthe world inthe late 19%th century, employing 500 workers.
Anaother benefactor who continued to return to the town, he donated its municipa water sysem in 1897 ad
the "Schoolboy of 1850" datuein 1913

Melvin Ohio Adams (1847-1920), son of Josgph Adams and great-grandson of first settler John, was born
and brought up inthe James Adams, J. house. He became Suffolk County (MA) Assigtant District
Attorney, but continued to return to the town throughout hislife. In private practice in Bogton in 1892, he
gained national renown for his successful defense of Lizzie Borden inthe infamous Fall River ax murder
ca= Another town benefactor, he donated the Soldiers Monument in 1905, funded construction of the
Dolly Whitney Adams school in 1906, and erected the handsome Celtic gone cross a the Meeting House
Hill cemetery in 1916.

The Summer Arts Community

Throughout the 19" century New England farms, with their thin rocky soil, hed failed to match the
productiveness of the rich farms of other regions, particularly Pennsylvania. Only auxiliary home industries,
auch as the morocco busnessa Cambridge Grant, had kept them economicaly viable. With the opening of
the great farmlands of the mid-west and the success of railroads to deliver their produce, the period of red
compstitiveness for New England faamswas all but over. Compounding the challenge, workers had steadily
migrated to industrial urban centers sncethe Civil War. In Ashburnham, even the mighty chair industry
was on the wane. Michigan was replacing Massachusetts as a center of furniture manufacturing, and by
1890 Bogton Chair, the town's largest employer, had closed. By the tum of the 20* century many of New
England's rura communities were facing industria and agriculmral decline and depopulation.

By the early 1900s Ashburnham, once a significant manufacturing center, was well on itsway toward
becoming a degpy country village. The town's high devation and fine lakes mede it an attractive summer
degtination inthat age before air conditioning, and it was within essy reech of Bogton and Hartford by
railroad and automobile. While mogt new summer residents crowded around the lakes, gradually more of
the old homes became summer retreats. Having experienced aboom from the 1820sthrough the 1840s the
town possessad many fine Federd and Gresk Revival houses, siveeping aress of deared pagture land, and

(continued)
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very few newer buildings beyond the downtown mill areato detract from itsold fashioned charm. At
Russ| Hill, the Cambridge Grant houses st & a 1200-1260 foot devation above sea level and the land fell
sharply away to the eedt, offering cool breezesin summer and an unobstructed view to the Atlantic coast
fifty milesaway. Already the district had amodest gart toward becoming a summer resort. The Walter
Russl house had been used mainly as a summer residence by Professor Levi Ward Russdll and his heirs
dnce 1858. Nellie Hutchins of Brookline hed turned the John Adams, J. house into a fashionable vacation
resdence in 1909 (and in 1913 had bought the James Adams, . home to house sarvants). By 1916 a smdll
but sophisticated arts community began to evolve.

In that yeer, Aldrich Bowker (1875-1947) purchased the Adams house from Nellie Hutchins. A successful
dage actor originally from Ashby, Bowker usd it as a seesond home while performing annualy in summer
dock a nearby Whaom Park in Lunenburg. Asanative son, he became afigureof intense locd popularity
in an age when regiona summer gock theatre was an entertainment medium of red importance. He
furnished the Adams house with antiques and reproductions in the colonid reviva testeand styled it
"Handley Farm" after the 19th century owners. In additionto his popular performances a Whaom Park,
Bowker established a Handley farm one of the earliest open-air theetres in the country, inviting other noted
actors to participate in productions he mounted on the broad terrace with its panoramic view. In 1920 the
well know n actor Ainsworth Arnold came from New York to play in W. S Gilbert's The Pdlace of Truth (in
which the playwright Edgar Stehli dso played arole); the film actress Bette Davis (who had atended
Ashburnham's Gushing Academy) was aguest inthe 1930s  Bowker would become best known for his
portrayal of "Grandpd' in George S Kaufman's You Can't Tekeit With You. He played over 500
consecutive performances of the role inthe Chicago production, and was the presenter when Kaufman won
the Pulitzer Prize in 1937. In these years Bowker continued to spend summers a Handley Farm (and lived
there year-round one year). Bowker's Sgter, Louise Billings, continued to kegp Handley Farm as a summer
home until 1945.

The Ward Russdll House had been the ancestrd home to the locally prominent Burbank family snce
Margaret Russall had married Levi Burbank 1859. Usad as afamily vacation retreat inthe twentieth
century , it became a summea sudio for Clara Burbank (1862-1927), aflora artist of outstanding merit.
After 1927 it saved as summea studio for her niece. Amy Burbank of Boston and Belmont, Mass. (1875
1948), an art teacher and accomplished landscape painter. Across the road, two schoolteachers, Mary and
Rina Maude Greene, were living in the Thomas Russdll house. The Walter Russdll house was bought esa
aummer home in 1920 by Frank Bowker (brother of Aldrich Bowker), an amateur play>vright and actor who
joined in his brother's open-air theeatre productions. Itsfine Federd interiorsand Rufus Porter muras were
maintained, and it was still furnished with over a century of Russdll family antiques. :

(continued)
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Two summer cottages were built between the Walter Russdll House and Handley Farm. The first was "Red
Top," with its sgnature red roof, picturesque white birch fence rails, whimsical outbuildings, brightly
painted whirligigs, and rugtic observation tower (no longer extant) with panoramic views from New
Hampshire to Connecticut. The other summer cottage was that of Jeennette Damon (another sgter of Frank
and Aldrich Bowker, and ateacher a the old Digtrict Three School before its closing in 1888). Built about
1925, the cottage was destroyed in the disagtrous hurricane of 1938. On both Russdll Hill and Jewdl Hill,
the old pagtures, now grown to wild blueberry fields, had become famous for their bountiful crops, and
pickers paid to visit them. On the eat shoulder of Russdl hill, the old Hetcher farm was bought by George
and Alice Wadlace of Fitchburg, Mass Like Handley Farm, it was renamed, renovated, and furnished with
attiques inthe colonia revival tagte. Its new name, appropriately, was "Cambridge Grant Farm." Its
orchards were maintained by the Walaces and continued to produce renowned Mcintosh gpples.

From 1916 until World War |1, the heart of the old Cambridge Grant thrived as a smdl but vital arts colony
with many summer resdents. It retained its specid identity as adigtinct district within the town - as well
&6 its higtoric role as afamily enclave, dbeit thistime dominated by Burbanks and Bowkers rather than
Adams and Ruslls. Vacation home to artists, writers, teachers, actors, and antiquarians for thirty yeers,
visited by nationally knownfigures,and the site of one of the region's earliest open air thesatres, the Grant's
eligibility for inclusion on the National Regiger isenhanced by its early twentieth century history.

Theflourishingof a vital seesond arts and recreational community from the early 20" century until World
Wa |1 condtitutes another important chapter in the socia and culturd life of New England, one that was
played out in many summer communities throughout the region. Red Top cottage, the only Cambridge Grant
gmcture not dating from the Federd period, survives as ardic of that significant era. While some summer
residents continued to visit their Cambridge Grant properties during the war, the cultura activities which
hed digtinguished the area gradually ceesed, and by the war's close, the once-flourishing summer arts
community hed come to an end.

Recent Preservation Activities

Ashburnham has atown Historical Society, active snce 1960, which preserves documents and relics rdated
to the town's history inthe old Town House (the former town hall built with the reused frameof the ] 8th
century mesting house). In 1970, Raymond and Barbara Holden's Ashburnham. Massachusetts 1885-1965
recorded town history since the publication of Ezra Steams well-known 19th century volume. Kaino
Watari's Focus on Old Housss of Ashburnham, privately published about 1982, catdogued mo:t of the old
housesin town, including those in the Cambridge Grant district. 1n 1986, the town voted to preservethe
Dolly Whitney Adams School, which was converted for use as atown library. Presently, the Ashburnham
(continued)
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Historical Commission monitorsthe fortunes of the town's historic resources, including the 1890 Stevens
Library building, and uses demoalition dday rightswithin the town center to intervene when historic
dructures are thregtened.  Unfortunately, it hes not bean possible to prevent losses outside the centra
district. When losses have occurred, however, they havetended to raise consciousness of changesin the
town's character and concerns about unrestricted development.

The lvers and Thomes Russdl Adams House was a large two-story, single-pile frame house a the western
edge of the Cambridge Grant.  Sometime after 1982 the house was destroyed, aong with the remnants of
the outbuildings, and more of the land was subdivided for new housing. Until then, al of Cambridge Grant
hed remained distinctly rural, with extensve acreege atached to a number of the old houses On Russ|
Hill, there was only one dwelling built later than 1834.

The lossof the Adams house and the beginning of aggressive red edtate development spurred an urgent
interest in preserving what remained of the Cambridge Grant among the owners of other historic properties
in the district, as well a within the town Historical Commisson. Severd of the Russdl Hill houseswere
inventoried for the Massachusatts Historical Commission in 1988. 1n 1990, Professor Richard Damon
printed a map of the first division of the Cambridge Grant, basaed on years of research into the deeds. In
1995, Chrigtopher Rice wrote a proposa for land conservation and building restrictions in a reseerch peper
for the Conway School of Landscape Design. A proposa to establish aloca preservation district was voted
on by the town, but failed to pass In 1997 Allan Smal conducted title seaerches on the extant old houses in
the grant to resolve questions regarding origina ownership. Town historian Josgph F. von Deck published a
semind history of the district in 1998, identifying early settlers and potential archaeologicd stesad
[uggedting directions for further research. Local interest in acknowledging the unique nature of the Grant
and presarving its character isvery strong.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Ashburnham are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this areacan be important by adding information to our understanding of the
role and importance of upland/interior sitesdong tributary streemsof the NashualMerrimack River drainege
played inthe local/regiona Native American subsgtence and settlement systems. Prehigtoric dtesin this
areacould be part of a large, possibly seasond settlement network of sites basad dong the Nashua River, the
Merrimack River or part of a specidized adaptation to local environments in the uplands and Worcester
Rateau locde. Many subsstence and settlement theories indicate prehistoric socio/palitical/economic
boundaries are basad dong riverinebasins. Although sitesin this area are ultimately part of the Merrimack

(continued)
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River drainage, the areais d0 in dose proximity to drainage aressthat are part of the Connecticut River
drainage. Prehistoric Sites inthis areamay endble atest of theories relating to riverine adaptations and the
importance of stes and settlement/subsigtence  patterns that are geographically dose but in different
drainagesrather than inthe same drainage.

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potentia for providing important information on
the socid, cultural and economic pattems that characterized the evolution of rura country life ina Centra
Massachusetts upland community during its period of mgjor growth inthe 18" and 19" centuries.
Additional historic reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can help locate residences in
the district that no longer survive. Thisinformation can help reconstruct the evolution of family
neighborhoods inthe district and the components of farmaeads within those clugters. 1t has been suggested
that the barn represented by the foundation next to the Ward and Mary Russell residence represents a shared
facility by severd different families pertinent to the concept of ashared family farm. Historical and
archaeologica research might aso identity other structures that were dso shared and important to the shared
family farm. Detailed andysis of the contents from occupationd rdated features and the andyss of farm
dructures might dso identify other social, cultural, and economic characterigtics that were typical to the
concept of ashared family farm. Structurd remains and the andlysis of occupationd reated features rdated
to indudtria dtesin the district may dso contribute important information on the relationship of tanning and
brick making operations to family farm production and technologies involved inthose industries. Structura
remains of water- power dtes related to tanning industries can contribute important information on the
engineering design of thosefacilities. Important information on the early transport of water might dso be
obtained from water-power dtes. Information relating to the role of 18 and 19* century education in the
district may a0 result from the analysis of structural remains and the andysis of occupationa reated
features a the gite of the Digtrict 3 Schoolhouse. The location and andysis of unmarked graves a the
Russd|-Burbank Cemetery may aso contribute important information relating to mortuary customs and
hedth inarura family neighborhood.

(end)
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10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM References

zone eadting northing
1 19 265,130 4,725,920
2 19 265,730 4,725,920
3 19 265,620 4,724,500
4 19 265,000 4,724,170
5 19 264,360 4,724,560
6 19 264,610 4,725,580

Verbal Boundary' Description

The nominated district includes portions of Ashburnham Assessors Maps 38 and 39. Copies are attached,
showing the Historic District boundaries and the gpproximate original boundaries of Cambridge Grant.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Cambridge Grant Historic Digtrict are drawn to include the buildings, stes and
gructures catadogued in the description of the district above, as well as asignificant portion of their historic
environment, including meadow, wood, pasturage, and blueberry barrens. Property linestraditionally
asodiaed with the farms have generdly been used, most of which are marked by old sonewalls. Larger
ssgments of unbuilt acreege have been included where they are still associated with an extant historic
building, and their inclusion is consdered representative of the extendve acreege historically characteristic
of the Grant properties. Because newer building development remains peripherd, it has not been found
necessary to include non-contributing structures, and Grant land affected by recent development has bean
excluded.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer:  Allan F. Smdl, Belmont, MA
Negatives are with the photographer.

Photographs marked with * are 8 x 10" indze; dl othersare 5 x 7'or otherwise indicated.
RECENT PHOTOGRAPHS ~ General Views

1 View to the eest from Russdll Hill, showing the Timothy Fletcher farm and the Fitchburg
Reservair (Ashby) in the middle digance. March, 1999.

2. View to the eest from atop Russdl Hill, showing blueberry barrensin the foreground, with
the Timothy Fletcher farm and Fitchburg Reservoir inthe middle distance. March, 1999, *

3. View to the north acrossthe blueberry barrens a the top of Russdl Hill, with Mount
Watatic inthe distance. March, 1999. *

4. View of Russl Hill Road, facing eest, showing the "side hill piece' onthe right. March,
1999, *

5. The "dde hill piece' from the west, with the John Adams, . House onthe left. March,
1999, *

6. View of Russdl Hill Road from the north, showing (L-R): the Ward & Mary Rusl|
House, the Walter Russdll House, and the Thomas Russdll House. March, 1999, *

7. View of RussH=l Hill Road from the west, with Walter Russdall Adams House and Bams.
March, 1999. *

8. Wilker Road, with Timothy Hetcher House and Bam, from the south. March, 1999,

0. John Adams, J. House (Handley Farm), from the southeast. August, 1998. 247 Russd| Hill
Road *

10. John Adams, . House, from the west. August, 1998. *
(continued)
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James Adams, J. House (Josgph Adams House), from the southeest. August, 1998. 269

Russdl Hill Road *

12

13,
Wilker Roed

14,

Thomas Russl House, from the southwest. Augugt, 1998. 219 Russl Hill Road

Timothy Hetcher House (Cambridge Grant Farm), from the southeast. August, 1999. 15

Water Russdll Adams House (John Adams Homesteed), from the south. August, 1998.

287 Russ| Hill Roed

Road

Roed

15.

16.

17.

18,

19,

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Walter Russell Adams House - Bams, from the south. March, 1999.

Red Top Cottage, from the west. March, 1999. 223 Rus| Hill Road
Red Top Cottage with modem addition, from the eest. March, 1999.
Water Russdl House, from the southeest. August, 1998. 227 Russdl Hill Road
Ward & Mary Russl House, from the northwest. August, 1998. 220 Russd| Hill Road
Russdll-Burbank Barn foundation, from the northeast. March, 1999. Russdl Hill Road

Russ|-Burbank Cemetery, from the northwest. March, 1999. Opposite 227 Russdl Hill

Russd|-Burbank Cemetery, from the west. August, 1998.

District Three Schoolhouse foundation, from the south. March, 1999. 205 Rus| Hill

District Three Schoolhouse foundation, from the north. March, 1999.
Morocco Shop foundation, from the southeest. March, 1999. 217 Russdl Hill Road

Walter Russdll House, upper gair pessage Rufus Porter murd, eest wall. March, 1999, *
(continued)
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21. Water Russdll House, parlor chamber (east chamber): Rufus Porter murd and mantel, eest
wall. March, 1999. *

28, Walter Russdl House, Parlor Chamber: Rufus Porter mura over mantdl, eest wall. March,
1999, *

HISTORICPHOTOGRAPHS

Originas/ Negatives are with Allan F. Small

29. Russl Hill seen from Jewell Hill, early 1900s View from the south, showing the Ward
Russl farm, with the now-demolished barn to the left of the house and the Russdll-Burbank cemetery
(hidden by trees) on the right. Thisview shows the deared fields both atop Russdll Hill and on its southern
dope beforethey were overtaken by forest. 5-1/2 x 3-1/2

30. John Adams, ¥. House, ¢. 1920. View from the eest, showing the porch added by Nellie
Hutchins after 1909. Also showing the chimneys before reduction in height and the ell before introduction
of the present picturewindow. 5-1/2 x 3-1/2

31, Walter Russdll House inthe 1920s. View from the eadt, showing the English barn which
was demolished c. 1953.

ILLUSTRATIONS
32. Walter Russll Adams House. Wood engraving, ¢. 1886. Published in Stearns History of

Ashburnham. 1887. Thisview isremarkably unchanged; see #7 above.

3. Playbill from Aldrich Bowker'sproduction of The Pdace of Truth & Handley Farm, 1920.
Origina iswith Allan F. Small.

(end)
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MAP# LOT/PARCEL MHC# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE/
STATUS
1 39/5 District 3 Schoolhouse foundation 205 Russdl Hill Road ca 1846 Si/C
2 395 Morocco shop foundation 215 RusHl Hill Road ca 1819 sue
3 3977 51 Thomeas RusHl House 219 Rus=| Hill Road ca 1788 Federd B/C
4 39/22 252 Wad & Mary Russdll House & 220 Russ| Hill Roed 1834 Fed/Gr Rev BIC
Bam Foundation S/C
mid 19* c.
5 3922 804  Russdl-Burbank Cemetery qyc
224 RusHl Hill Road 1848
6 398, 3924 253 Water Russdl House B/C
227 Rus=| Hill Road 1823 Federd
7 39/10; 39/4; 39/9 Red Top B/C
223 Rus=| Hill Road ca 1920 Bungaow
8 39/11; 39/20 254 John Adams . House & Bam 2BIC
(Handley Farm) 247 Rus=| Hill Roed ca 1798 Federd
9 3912 255 JmesAdams, ¥. House & Bam 2BIC
269 Rus=| Hill Road ca 1826 Federd
10 39/17-18 256 Walter Russdll Adams House & 2BIC
Bam (John Adams Homesteed) 287 RusH| Hill Roed ca 1815 Federd
[ 39/14; 39/16 257 Timothy Fletcher House & Barn 2BIC
(Cambridge Grant Farm) 15 Wilker Road ca 1816 Federd
2 39/4 Spring of Water S/C
behind 219 Russdl Hill Road
Seariesof Fedsthroughout district S/C

12 contributing buildings 6 contributing dStes
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CHARACTERS
King Phanor Aldrich Bowker
Prince Philamir Ainsworth Arnold
Chrysal Edgar Stehli
Zoram Dr. P. C. Davendorf
Aristaeus Aaron Task
Gdanor Frank Bowker

Queen Altemire
Princess Zcolide
Mirza

Pdmis

Azema

Mrs. Jeanettc Bowker Damon

Lucia P. Hutchins

Bertha F. Cudworth

Irene Partridge Ryan
Edna Richcnbacher

Lords and Ladies in Waiting - Musicians

Act |. Gardens a King Phanor's Country House.
Act 2. 776 Pdace of Truth.

Act 3 Same

Music under the direction of

Mrs. Albert Wilder.

laraiiffliiiEiii™"

Aldrich Bowker

will present

AT

HANDLEY TAPM

Ashburnham, Mass.

AUGUST 11, 190
a 3P M.

An out'of'door performance of

THE PALACE
OF TRUTH

y
W.  GILBERT
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Cambridge Grant Historic District isatract of gpproximately 322 acresin the eastem part of the town of
Ashburnham, comprising a sizeble segment of the original colonial land grant of somewhat over 1000 acres.
Located fifty miles northwest of Boston and thirty miles north of Worcester, the district goreadsover the
gentle southern and easten dopes of Russd| Hill, an dongated north-south moraine whose crest, & an
devation of 1368 fedt, issrewn with glacia boulders. Rising from the southern foot of Russdl Hill isthe
gegp northem dope of Jewell Hill, an abrupt, rocky, wooded prominence reaching 1411 feet above ssa
level. Thisisthe westem edge of the watershed of the Merrimack River.

Theehills, together with Mount Watatic to the north and Mount Wachusatt to the south, congtitute the first
prominent rise inthe central Massachusetts land mass, which climbs gradualy northwestward fromthis
point toward the Appalachian range. To the eed, the land falls sharply away to meat the broad littoral plain
of eastem Massachusetts, with the result that views from here stretch fifty milesto the Blue Hills neer
Bogton. The city's skyline can be plainly ssen on dear days. The surrounding woodland is amixture of
conifers, dominated by white pine, soruce and hemlock, and deciduous trees, including red oak, beech,
maple, poplar and birch. Mountain Laurel aboundsin the woods, and the high rocky clearings are blanketed
with wild blueberries.

The western boundary of the higtoric district falls near the center of the original Cambridge Grant. The
designated area gtretches north and south on either sde of the old town road and extends eestward to the
border of the town of Ashby. The narrow centrd artery, known as Russdl Hill Road, may befollowed
esgward from the westem boundary pagt ancient gonewalls lined with mature maples as far as the Ashby
line. The road passes wel-preserved Federd-period farmhouses and outbuildings surrounded by open
pagture and woodland, with impressive digant views aong the way. Not far from the Ashby border, Wilker
Road tums from Russdll Hill Road toward the northem portion of the old grant, where orchard, field, and
woodland on both sdes surround another large and well-preserved early farmstead. There are no non-
contributing stmctures to detract from the pristine rural New England setting, despite the digtrict's proximity
to built-up areas. There are in this compact rural neighborhood seven houses dating from 1788 to 1834, plus
sx bamsand other outbuildings. Contributing dements include an old family burid ground, aspring in use
snce before 1819, an 18th century brick kiln site, afarm pond, remnants of three dams, an early 20th
century summer cottage, and foundations of bams, atanning shop, and an early schoolhouse.

(continued)
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Contributing Structures

The Thomas Russall House [MHC #251][photos 6, 12] isavemacular, five-bay, 1Vi- story, 18*-century
cgpe with pitch roof, and a central chimney dightly forward of the ridge. A one-gtory rear ell wraps around
the northwest comer, substantially enlarging the original structure. The ell evidently datesfrom the 19th
century and hes aVictorian chimney sized for oves. Itisextended by a smdl one-gtory addition a the
northwest comer and a 20*-century endlosed porch on the west side. The main block of the house ad
gregt-facing portion of the ell are clgpboarded, with unadorned box cornices and flush vergeboards; the
portion of the ell not visible from the road is shingled. All window trim isplain. Double-hung &9 seeh are
modem replacements of the originals, which were removed in the 1980s Late 19th century blindswith
movable louvres were removed after 1964. The smple entrance isflankedby broad fluted pilasters, which
are crowned by square blocks in place of capitas detailed with concentric square sunk fillets. There isa
shalow full cellar under the main block, with dry sonewalls capped with cut granite dabs. The chimney
foundation shows signs of many old repairs and consists of sone and brick with embedded reused hewn and
mortised timbers. There are three fireplaces on the first floor, the one in the southwest room hes a beehive
oven besdeit. Much of the existing interior trim isearly and probably original.

The oldest extant dwelling in Cambridge Grant, this housewas built by Thomas Russdl on John Adams
land, probably shortly after Russdl's purchase of aplot of farmland acrossthe road in 1788. Itsdmost
Spartan simplicity insde and out may likely be due to the till-pioneer character of the territory a that time.

The John Adams. . House (Handley Farm) [MHC 254] [photos 5, 9-11] isatwo-story, late Georgian,
double-pile house built of red brick made on the site, with astringcourse between the dtories, over a
besament course of cut granite dabs. It isafive-bay,double interior-chimney, pitch-roof building. A
molded box cornice a the eaveswraps acrossthe gable endsof the house, forming stegp pediments with the
raking end cornices. The front entrance, surmounted by a semicircular light, iscut cleanly into the masonry,
trimmed only by radiating brick voussoirs. Window openings have exceptionally wide granite sills and
lintels. Double-hung saeh have 12/12 lights on the first floor and &12 in the second story and attic. A
secondary entrance on the eest facade is capped by a simple rectangular four-light transom. At the reer is a
later 1'/z- story clapboarded frameell with athird large chimney, and there is an atached gable-fronted
bam, dso finished with dapboards. Windowsin the ell and bam have 6/9 double hung-sash, and there is a
13-light transom over the bam entrance. Gabled dormers in the ell hold paired 66 windows.

Thisisthe mogt ambitious house in Cambridge Grant, built for the son of the first settler about 1798. It was

(continued)
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then the largest house in town as well as the first one built of brick, and it was still described in the mid 19%th
century as thefinest house in Ashburnham. Unusud even when new, its pedimented gableswere quite
fashionable in the 1790s and itsclean-cut unadorned entrance was exceedingly modem, while the
gringcourse between gtories was oddly archaic. Its rectangular gonelintelsare unusua as well. Brick
vousoirs or keygtone lintelsare norma inbrick buildingsof this period; broad, unadorned rectangular
granite lintelslike these would not commonly be saen in this region until the arrival of the Greek Reviva
syle, over thirty years after the Adams housewas built. The four-pand entrance door and turned newel post
in the style of the 1850sindicate there were some Victorian renovations. The interior was further
modemized between 1909 and 1916. The brick bake oven in the northeast room was taken out and the
fireplacerebuilt while others of the nine known fireplaces were dtered and mantds were removed. Wide
archeswere opened up between the front rooms and the centrd gaircaseto create an open floor plan across
the front of the house and partition walls between the rear rooms of the main block were removed to cregte a
sngle "common room," 37 feet long. There is nevathdess significant early wood finish remaining; and a
ssoond brick oven has been uncovered, atached to the remains of yet atenth fireplacein the 19th century
ell.

Sengtively preserved, the housereflects many generations of change and adaptation, and continues to be one
of the mogt digtinguished in the town. John Adams, . and 19th century owner Nathan Handley were
important landowners, and a significant portion of their impressive holdings remains with the property. The
present house lot is hearly twenty acres, and aparcd of 62 acres acrossthe road (part of the original John
Adams, &. property) protects the farm's environment from ingppropriate devel opment.

The Walter Russdl Adams House [MHC 256][photos 14, 15] isa largefive-bay,single-pile, center-entrance
frame housewith hip roof, twin end-wall chimneys, and reer ell. A lateral, one-gtory, pitch-roofed shed
(built from early reusaed bam timbers) extendsto the west from the reer €ll, and amodem endosed porchis
onthe eest. There isalarge detached bank bam west of the house, with asmaler bam connected to its eest
end and ancther small bam or shed connected to its south front. The houseis dapboarded, with plain corner
boards and simple molded box comice. The large west chimney isorigina and sarves fireplaces in the first
and saoond floors of the main block; the much smdler eest chimney isalater replacement.  The entranceis
flanked by siddights consisting of 2/2 operable saeh above wooden gprons, and is cgoped by an eliptical
louvred fan, the whole surmounted by aclassica entablature with broad frieze carried on Tuscan pilagters
displaying exaggerated entasis. The windows have smple origina molded trim and later 2/2 double hung
saeh. The louvred blinds show adigtinct local characterigtic found in other early 19" century housesin the
vicinity: while rectangular upper and lower sections have typica horizontal louvres, a square middle section

(continued)
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contains louvres which runvertically. The foundation consistsof afull cellar under the main block, with dry
gonewalls cgpped with cut granite dabs.

The housewas evidently built shortly after Walter Russdl Adams acquired the land from John Adams in
1814. Itwas long known as one of the mogt progperous farms in Ashburnham, built on what was
acknowledged the best farmland in the town. Today the house, outbuildingsand site are virtually unchenged
from their gppearance in an engraving published in Ezra Steerns  Historv of Ashburnham in 1887. Inside,
much of the wood finish isoriginal, including the smple straight-run saircasewith dender Federd newd
post and sguare badugters. Handsome six-pand doors have shdlow flat pandsframed by ddicate raised
ogeemoldings. Thistrim isvery similar to that in the Wdter Russdl House nearby, and some molding
profiles are identical. The interiorsin both houses may have beanfini shedby the same carpenter, but it
aopearsa leedt as likely that their nearly matching trim was purchased  reedy-mede from the same loca
supplier. Thewest parlor onthe first floor contains later Greek Reviva trim and mantel.

The front portion of the ell isevidently of the same period with the main block, and condgsof asingle large
room ~ the original kitchen, with brick firegplace and beehive oven. Characterigtic of kitchen llsin two-
gory, single-pile Worcester County housssof the Federd period, this one hes small, nearly square windows
tucked tightly under the eavesin the attic story. Thisell was later extended toward the rear. A stud removed
in renovations is preserved inthe house, and beers the inscription "WA 48" ~ probably alumber deder's
mark indicating Walter Adams purchasein 1848. The long shed atached to thisell is buih of reussd hewn
timbers, anumber of which display old purlin mortises from their former use as bam roof rafters. They are
identical to roof timbers inthe small bam discussed below.

The large 19th century bank bam west of the house is covered with unpainted vertical boards. While New
England bams normally sat low to the ground and had side-wall entranceswell into the 19th century, this
bam isbuilt upon an embankment and hes a high stone foundation and a gable-wall entrance. Thexe are
features typical of early Pennsylvania bams, and not normally found in New England before the 1830s This
may be the earliest surviving bank bam inthe region, built after John Adams visit to his son James in
Pennsylvania in 1834. Attached to its east end by ashort hyphen isa 22' by 36' English style bam with sde-
wall entrance. Manifestly of earlier origin than the large bam, its hewn timber frame displays construction
more typical of the 18th century than the 19th. Front and rear walls were raised as pre-assambled bentswith
flared corner pogts (19th century bentsare normally raised paralel to the end walls and have unflared posts).
Tie girtsare laid over the front and reer platesin the 18th century manner, rather than framed into them as in
19%th century bams. The early roofing sysem condsts of large principa rafters mortised at two-foot
intervals for common purlins (later replaced with paired common rafters between the original principal
rafters). An early layer of vertical sheething boards cut on a seeh saw isvisible insde, but is largely covered

(continued)
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outsde by later sheathing. All nails presently visible even in the earlier shegthing layer are transitional
meachine-cut nailswith thick regular heedsand burrs on adjacent edges indicating adate of ca. 1810-1840.
Either the framingisarchaic, or thisisan older bam recovered early in the 19th century. Asthe building is
now underlaid by split granite dabs it is possble that it was moved and repaired after construction of the
present house. Given the early construction style of its frame, it gopears to be one of the "buildings thereon
ganding" mentioned in the 1814 desd from John Adams. If 50, itisthe sole structure known to survive from
the original John Adamsfarm, and one of the oldest buildings in Cambridge Grant.

At the comer of Wilker Road and Russdll Hill Road isasmdl manmeade farm pond, partly enclosed by an
earthen berm. Presently maintained for fire protection, it may have been created originally either as afire
pond or as awatering hole for livestock. Much of the adjacent land remains untouched by deve opment, and
contributes materialy to the historic gopearance of the district. The house lot is 101/2-acres, and the parcd
of meedow and wood acrossthe road contains ebout 13 /2-acres

The Timothy Fletcher House (Cambridge Grant Farm) [MHC 257] [photos 1, 2, 8, 13] is ancther two story,
single-pile, hip-roofed Federd dwelling of five bayswith ceter entrance. 1t may have been built before
1816, when Josiah Fletcher sold the land to Timothy FHetcher "with the buildings thereon,” but it ismore
likely that it was built between then and 1820, when a deaed to Asa Woods described aboundary running
between "the old and the new house by the town road.” More modest in scdethan the Water Russll
Adams House, the Fetcher House has the two rear-wall chimneys and low hip roof characterigtic of many
Worcester County housesof the period. There isan integrd reer kitchen ell with rear-wall chimney typical
of one-pile Federd housesin thisregion, plus along latera ell connected to alarge 19th century barn with
gable end to the road. There are modem hip-roofed dormers in the ells, and amodem enclosed porchis
gopended to the north end of the main block. The entrance conddts of apartial entablature raised on smple
Tuscan pilasters, enclosing asix-pand doorflankedby siddights and crowned by a shalow dlliptical
louvred fan. There isasmple molded box comice on the main block of the house. The 6/6 window seeh
are modem replacements, and other early finish isdisguised beneath vinyl siding. Nonethdess, the house
and connected buildings congtitute a handsome example of asuccessful 19th century farm, and in recent
years much of the old pagture and crop land surrounding them hes been deared of encroaching forest,
presenting an increasingly rare present-day view of what these progperous farms looked like when
surrounded by broad open fields. The house lot done contains 43 acres, while the half meedow, half
wooded | ot acrossthe road contains 40 acresmore. Both parcds were part of the Fletcher farm by 1781

The Walter Russdll House fMHC 253][photos 6, 18, 26-28, 31] was built in 1823 on atwo-acre house ot
purchased from John Adams, J. in 1822. Itisatwo-gtory, single-pile five-bay,hip-roofed frame house
with brick end walls. One of only three Federd brick-end houses congructed in Ashburnham, it isthe only

(continued)
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two-gory exampleremaining. Like the other one-pile housesin thisareg, it hes areer kitchen ell of a
period with the main block. Behind the ell isalong lateral one-story shed, which formerly connected to an
English bam with entrance onthe long front eevation. Itsfoundation terrace and sone doorstep may still be
s eed of the shed. Fenedtration conggts of 6/6 sash with original molded trim and louvred blinds in the
main block; newer 6/6 sseh in the shed and first story of the ell; and six-light casament windows under the
eavesin the attic gory of the ell. There isa smple molded box comice. The exterior finish condsts of
cgpboards and broad comerboards on the front of the main block, and cedar shingles onthe rear wall of the
main block and onthe ell and shed. Acrossthe front of the houseisafull-width one-story Victorian veranda
with eaborate turned posts and jigsawn bausters. The porch roof concedls the entablature of the Federd
entrance, but the unusualy dender Tuscan pilasters that supported it and the piers agang which they sand
aevisble, as isthe origina six-pand door with rectangular four-light transom.

A remarkable feature of the exterior isthat the bricks of the west end were laid in common bond, while
FHemish bond was usad on the eest end ~ a suggestion that two mesonswere a work smultaneoudyy,
particularly as the remainder of the house gopears to have bean built al a onetime. Running bond was used
over window openings in both ends. Itsfailure on the eest end resulted in the insertion of brick voussoirs
above the first story window after 1920. Theorigina foundation consgs of adry sone-wal cdlar under the
center portion of the main block, capped at the front with cut granite dabs. 1t Sopsseverd feet short of the
brick ends, which rest on granite dabslaid directly onthe earth. At the rear, the origina cdllar was later
extended benegth the kitchen ell. Theell has been much dtered, and itsfireplace and chimney no longer
exist. The houselot has been kept clear of growth, as have the fiel ds acrassthe road, preserving the open
landscgpe and the distant views. One of these parcds, a segp seven-plus acre padture referred to in
numerous old deads as "the dde hill piece," has been conveyed with the housefor generations.

Insde, the main block of the houseretains all of its original wood finish in the eest parlor, the stair pessage,
and the two front bedrooms, including molded chair rails, wide floor boards, asmple Federd darcase and
baniger, and fine mantepieces. The outstanding interior decorative dement condgsts of two large murds
painted ca 1824-1825 by the itinerant artist Rufus Porter, discussed in detail under Section 8 below [photos
26-28].

The Ward and Mary Russdll House (Burbank houss) [MHC 252][photos 6, 19] isavemacular, five-bay,
pitch-roof cgpewith two interior chimneys and an integral one-story angular ell with connected carriage
shed. Buih in 1834 by Mary Russdll and her cousirnvhusband Ward Russdll, it iscongtructed ina
conservative late Federd stylewith some Greek Reviva decorative details. The exterior is clapboarded,
with smple comerboards. Vergeboards a the gables are nearly flush with the wall face. Fenestration

(continued)
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condgsof original 69 double-hung sseh with dender muntins and simple molded trim downgtairs in the
main block, and 6/6 saeh in the gable endsand the (later) rear dormers. Fenestration in the ell has been
changed in recent renovation from a small 6-pane casamant to 66 sash. The entrance hes a stylish seven-
pand door with raisedfiel ds,flankedby 2/3 operable double-hung sseh with panded goronsbelow. Itstrim
conggs of gock molded boardswith Grecian comer blocks. The carriage shed hes plain rectangular board-
and-batten doors with remarkably long forged iron strgp hinges. The foundation was originaly of dry
fieldstone a the front and sides, cgpped with cut granite dabs, and all brick a the back, with the interior H-
plan brick foundation of one chimney intact. During renovation in 1994, the house was moved back 30 feet
and st upon a new concrete foundation faced with granite. The original granite foundation dabswere
reused in landscaping.

Virtually al of the original interior wood finish isintact, including wide pine and hemlockfloorboardsand
all four originad mantes. The wood trim isof the mog modest vernacular sort except inthe eedt parlor,
where, as a the front entrance, fashionable Grecian trim inamore pretentious style (probably bought from a
dock source) was used. All interior wood finish in the main block was carefully preserved during recent
renovations, including hand-painted grey and yellow ochre marbleizing on the eest parlor basgboards. Fine
early cupboardsin the pantry, with origina brasshardware, were removed during renovation.

The Russdll-Burbank bam foundation [photo 20]is located just west of the Ward & Mary Russl house A
long benk bam of five or six bents, it was connected to the carriage shed, with itsridge running parallel to
that of the house. Although not presenting its gable end to the road in the later 19th century manner, it wes
neverthdess newer in gyle than the neighboring English-style bam at the Water Russall House acrossthe
road, having entrances a both gable endsand a large open cdllar bdow. The massve sone foundation of
the cdllar, which underlay the eastern three quarters of the bam, remains intact, dthough now bisected by a
modem driveway. Although the once-open fields around the house have largdly returned to forest, much
land remains with the property and isundeveloped. Behind the bam site, a tone-wadl-lined farm lane runs
south toward Jewell Hill's western shoulder ~ through 42 acres of new-growth forest that was once broad
open pasture and orchard.

The James Adams, J. House (MHC 255) isatwo-story,five-bayframe building with low hip roof, centrd
entrance and twin rear-wall chimneys, st upon cut granite dabsover adryfieldstonecdlar. 1t was
evidently built by James Adams, J., shortly after his acquisition of the land in 1826. The front entrance hes
asix-pand doorflankedby 20th century full-length siddlights with unremarkable board trim. There isno

(continued)
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surviving evidence of any decorative surround, athough Oscar Carlson, J., whose father renovated the
house between 1913 and 1918, dated that there was originally alouvred fan over the entrance like those on
nearby houses. The current owners are in the process of restoring it. There isa smple secondary entrance
on the south elevation neer the reer wall. Fenedtration condsts of modern 6/6 double-hung sash. Vinyl
siding has recently been removed and replaced with appropriate quarter-sawn clapboards.

Inside, the house has been significantly altered, but it retains agood Federd dogleg saircase and some other
early wood finish, including fine widefloorboardsand both Federd and Gresk Reviva doors and door trim.
Although this isframed as a single-pile house, one upgtairs room is divided into one large front chamber and
one smdler one behind. The other upper room was formerly aso divided, intoa smdl front chamber and a
larger rear one. Onthe first floor, the left-hand room is likewise divided into a large front room (now a
kitchen) and a smdler back room (evidently the origina kitchen, with someearly wood finish intact). In the
north parlor isagood Federd mante which may be original to this house, but may have been moved here
from the nearby Walter Russdll Adams House during early 20th century renovations. The present owners
have undertaken a sendtive preservation of the remaining early interior features of this house, as well asa
gradud restoration of its exterior finish basad on careful research.

The smdl detached bam isawell-preserved early post and beam structure with vertical plank covering. The
gable end faces the road, with nearly flush vergeboards above and wide double diding wooden doors bel ow.
Its south front holds four square sngle-sash twelve-light windows a ground-floor level; itsloft onthe north
islighted by four like windows placed tightly under the eaves. Below them are two more of these windows
and asecondary entrance on the northwall. A small meedow remains cleer of overgrowth south of the barn,
and recent clearance of encroaching pine forest on the north and west has returned much of the landscape to
its former openness. Behind the house isa smdl stone dam formerly used in connection with the morocco
tanning busness. The house lot isdightly over six acres. To the eadt, the house and bara overlook the 13
Vi- acre south pagture of the Walter Russall Adams property.

The RussI-Burbank Cemetery (MHC 804) [photos 21-22] isa small family burial ground, centered ina
doping pagture on the southem sde of Russal Hill Road. Itisendosed by low sonewalls and sheded by
beautiful old trees, including an immense copper beech and mature hemlocks and oeks. The origina plot is
40 by 50 feet, and islocated 70 feet eadt of the Ward Russdll House and acrossthe road from the Walter
Russll House. It contains fifteen monuments beering the names of eighteen membas of the Russdl ad
Burbank families, with datesof death ranging from 1848 to 1970. There are a number of white marble
Victorian stones, including two with decorative Gothic pandsand one in the form of aGrecian stde capped
by aclassca um. One 20th century soneisanatura grey granite boulder with veins of white quartz, mica,

(continued)
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and black crystals; another has a granite plinth st with avery large crysta of green tourmdine. In the late
19h or early 20th century, the northwall of the cemetery, just three feet from the road, was recongructed
with mortar joints, probably as a defense againg damage from snow plows. The side and reer wallsremain
unmortared, like those enclosing the surrounding fields. In 1996 the tumbling Sde wallswere expertly
repaired and the rear wall was rebuilt with the original goneseight feet south of its original placement,
enlarging the endosed areato 40" x 58'. The cemetery isaccessible on foot only. Entrance isby asmple
four-foot-wide opening in the northwall. Although pine forest hes overtaken much of the pasture land to the
south, the areaaround the cemetery has bean kept open, and there are impressive views acrossthe south
shoulder of Russdll Hill and to the top of Jevydl Hill.

The District Three Schoolhouse |ot [photos 23-24] iswest of the Thomas Russell House onwhat is how lot
39/ parcd 50n the town assessors map. Although the last of its three or four successive buildings was
destroyed in the 20th century, itsfoundation of cut granite dabs 23 by 33' remains in place onthe old 100
by 120 lot, about 60 feet from the road. A smal mound of scattered bricks evidently from its chimney lies
just indgde the north boundary of the foundation, as do intermediate support gonesfor itsfloor frame. The
granite doorstep dso remains in place.

The Morocco Shop site [photo 25] is between the schoolhouse lot and the Thomas Russdl House on ot 39/
parcd 5. Of the severd Stesassociated with the production of morocco lesther on Russdll Hill, the one
mogt frequently referredto inold records isthe shop of Thomas Russl (later of Wdter Russdll, later of
Ivers Adams and Thomas Russell Adams), said inseverad deads to have been located 72 feet north of the
road just west of Thomas Rusl's houselot. At gpproximately that locationisa22' by 12 rectangular
arangement of field goneswhich evidently formed its foundation. Water was carried to the shop in hollow
logs from a nearby spring mentioned in the early deeds. This spring, whose opening is protected by large
boulders and partially covered by agranite dab, can till be found afew yards north of the northern
boundary of the Thomas Russdl Houselot.

Red Top [photos 16-17] isan early 20th century single-story vemacular frame summer cottage with a low
pitch roof, its gable end facing the road. An enclosed lean-to porch goans the front and wraps around the
et facade. Theridge is pierced by a gone chimney severd feet forward of the original northwall. The
exterior coveringisof shingles, dl trim is severdly plain. The cottage is now adapted for multi-season use
and extended by a large two-story frame addition on the north. Fenestration consigts of 11 and 2/2 sseh

(continued)
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from various periods, as well as modem single-light casaments. Built on former Handley Farm land
purchased primarily for the views, the cottage gandson alot of just over three acres, and a smal adjacent
lot contains 1-1/3 acres. Thewild blueberry farm behind the house is 42 acresof mostly open land
Soreading over the rocky crest of the glacial moraine.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric stes are recorded in the Cambridge Grant Historic District or in the generd areg, it is
possible that Sitesare present. Environmental characterigtics of the district indicate the presence of severd
locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) that are favorableindicators for many types of
prehigtoric stes. Severd well drained, level to moderately doping terraceswithin 1000 feet of wetlands are
located on the dopesof the Russdl Hill moraine and Jewdl Hill. Freshwater wetlands in the areaare the
heedwaters of sreams lying within the Nashua River drainage, part of the larger Merrimack River drainage.
Mogt stes should be present in the centrd portion of the district surrounding the wetlands south of Russl
Hill Road and near wetlands on the south to southwest facing dopesof Jewell Hill. High prehigtoric ste
potential may a0 exist around freshwater gorings aso reported in the district. Regiond prehistoric
sttlement information and environmental potential for the areaindicate potentid sites may include smaller
campdites and speciad purpose type sites representing resource gathering activities and quarries.  Professor
Levi Russl Ward, owner of the Walter Russal House through much of the 19 century, was an artifact
collector and a gone axe head from his collection remained in the housewhen itwas purchased in 1920. It
is unknown whether the axe was found in the district. Given the information presented above, the sze of the
digtrict (c. 322 acres), and the availability of undevdoped land, ahigh potential exists for locating
prehigtoric resourcesin the district.

A high potential dso exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Additional
historical research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing can help locate structura evidence of
many of the 18" and 1% century resdences, farmdateads, industries and civic buildings no longer extantin
the district. Many homesfrom the district'searly settlers in the 18¢ century including John Adams, Josah
Hetcher and Ethan Wetherbee are represented on mgpsas late as 1855 but are gone by 1870.
Archaeological evidence may dso survivefrom the Ivers and Thomas Russdl Adams House (1820's - 30's)
and severd outbuildings destroyed after 1982, Structural evidence may dso survivefrom the Captain
Thomas Adams (ca. 1778) dwelling housewhich preceded the Ivers and Thomas Russdll Adams House on
the same generd site. Structural evidence of outbuildings including bams and evidence of occupationd
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso survive as parts of larger archaeologicd dtes and with
extant buildings. A bam foundation has been identified adjacent to the Ward and Mary Russell House on

(continued)



NPS Fonn | 10<«Q0-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0011

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet

Section number 7 Pege 12

Cambridge Grant Historic District
— Ashburnham (Worcester), MA—

the south side of Russell Hill Road. Archaeologica evidence including structural remains and feetures
assodiated with industrial stes should dso survivein the district. Foundation remains from aMorocco Shop
site(tanning site) have been identified between the schoolhouse 1ot and the Thomas Russdll House. Tanning
stes may include evidence of a structure, tanning vats that were st in the ground, and water supply that was
important in the tanning process. A tanning site may aso be present neer the John Adams . House

(cal 826) where asmall sone dam reportedly built as part of a tanning busnessdso exists. Structural
evidence and/or archaeologica features may dso survivefrom an 18¢ century brick making operation near
the John Adams Jr. House. The Steof & least one civic structure hes dso been identified in the district.
Structural evidence from three or four successive school buildings may survive a the ste of the District 3
Schoolhouse a 205 Russdll Hill Road. A granite foundation from the lagt schoal building, destroyed in the
20* century survives a that location. Occupationa related features associated with the school may dso
exig. Unmarked graves, funerary artifactsand post molds from fence pogsts marking boundaries may exist &
the 19 century Russdll-Burbank Cemetery a 224 Russdl Hill Road.

(end)
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8. HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Cambridge Grant Historic District represents amode of rural New England life in the early nineteenth
century. Embodying arare example of an intact pioneer family neighborhood, it illuminates a settlement
pattem followed for much of the interior of the nation. For acommunity of its Sze, it hes been hometoan
agtonishing number of distinguished citizens, and it isthe Ste of avigorous local arts community of the early
20th century. Itswell-preserved historic buildingsretain greet integrity of setting, location, association,
materids, feeling, and design. Cambridge Grant mestscriteriaA, B, and C for listing on the National
Regiger of Historic Flaces

Constmcted within the brief period from 1788 to 1834, the Federd buildings a Cambridge Grant are closdly
rdated in congtruction, materids and design. Individual in their specificforms, they are nonethdess
subgtantialy aike intheir conception, functional arrangement, and aesthetic origins. Assuch, they forma
significant and distinguishable architectural group, typifying vemacular domegtic architecture of rural
Worcegter County a the onset of the 19th century. Happily, the housss and the barns retain mogt of their
exterior and interior architectural detail. Furthermore, as the setting of these buildingsis undisturbed as well
~ both within the generd landscape and in their relationship to one another ~ the district as awhole
Jpossesses outstanding period integrity

The Rusl Hill group therefore qualifiesfor inclusionin the National Register under criterion A,
representing events that have mede a significant contribution to the broad petterns of our history.
Additionally, itsrdated housesform asignificant and digtinguishable architectural group; and, as well-
preserved rural vemacular buildingsof the Federd period, they embody the distinctive characterigtics of
their type. They therefore qualify under criterion C as well.

Handley Farm (the John Adams. J. House, ¢. 1798) isan outstanding 18* century brick country squire's
mansion, congructed a atimewhen the vagt mgjority of housesin the immediate region were modest frame
cottages. With itsunadorned arched entrance (dating from the same year as Bullfinch's clean-cut arches a
the new Massachusetts State House), and with its massve granite lintels, it anticipates architectura dements
which would not becorme common, even in the mogt fashionable New England buildings, for two more
decades. Hometo Aldrich Bowker during his mogt productive decades (and ste of his popular open-air
productions), it is closely associated with the artistic and persond life of this significantfigurein American
thestre.

The brick-end Walter Russdll House (c. 1823-24) contains large admirably preserved murds dating from the

(continued)
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first or second year of Rufiis Porter's long and well-documented career as apainter. For its preservation of
these exceedingly rare semina works by aknown magter (many of whose murds are now lost), and for its
significant role in the gtart of his carear, the Water Russdll House hes significance beyond that of its
architecture.

The Cambridge Grant

In 1662 a"greet bridge" was built acrossthe Charles River between present-day Brighton and Cambridge,
Massachusetts, forming a land route between Bogton and the townsto the north. The Generd Court of the
colony charged the towns of Lexington, Cambridge and Newton with responsibility for maintaining the
bridge. Over time the towns sought relief from the heavy cogt of maintenance, and in 1734 they were eech
granted athousand acres of unsettled land to develop or sall to eese thefinancial burden. With a shortage of
money, the Court commonly usad such grants as the preferred meansof payment for military or other public
service, as well as for other formsof legd compensation. Newton chosetwo parcels, one neer Petersham,
Massachusetts and one a what is now Berwick, Maine; while both Lexington and Cambridge sdected
undivided parcds in unsettled wilderness lands north of Lunenburg, in what is now Ashburnham.
Subsequently five other grants, ranging from four hundred to one thousand acres, were mede within the
present-day borders of Ashburnham. In 1736, afar larger tract was given to the heirs of sixty soldiersfrom
Dorchester and its environs as compensation for military service in an unsuccessful 1690 expedition to
Canada. Thisvadt tract, known as the Dorchester Caneda plantation, partialy or completely surrounded the
sx earlier grants (which nonethdess remained autonomous entities). The parcd still belonging to
Cambridge was known varioudy & "The Bridgefarm in Dorchester Canada" "Cambridge Bridge farm,”
"Cambridge farm," or "Cambridge grant." Minor errors mede in surveying the extremdy hilly southem
portion, combined with ddiberate dlowances medefor "sweag of the chain," resulted in atract neerer 1200
acres than the 1000 originally alocated.

Over the next 29 years Dorchester Canada became gradualy populated. When, in 1764, the proprietors and
inhabitants voted atax on landholders to promote its incorporation as atown, the uninhabited Bridge Farm,
which still belonged to the town of Cambridge, was exempted. But by June of that year a petition for
incorporation included all smdler grants within the plantation, and in November the Cambridge proprietors
gppointed acommittee to digpose of their land for money. Dorchester Canada plantation was chartered as
the new town of Ashburnham in February 1765, and the Bridge Farm lands, dthough still owned by the
Cambridge proprietors, became part of the newly recognized town.

Ore of the committee members the Cambridge proprietors hed gppointed to sdll their land in 1764 was
Thomas Adams of Menotomy (later West Cambridge, now Arlington). He sold 80 acresin the southeest

(continued)
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comer of the grant to JoshuaBillings in 1766 and 100 acres to his son John Adamsin 1768. By 1772 he
hed acquired the remainder of the southem half of the grant for himself, and he sold or gave it to relaives in
five more tracts between 1777 and 1788. The northem half was similarly digposed of by Issec Steems of
Billerica, infour large tracts sold from 1766 to 1772. Whether Stearns hed acquired the northem half of the
grant in hisown right or was selling it on behaf of the proprietors isnot certain fromthe record. In any
event, the town of Cambridge recorded that it hed been fiilly paid for the land by August of 1772. In 1788 a
discrepancy between the widthsmesaured a the northem and southem boundaries of the grant was resolved
by the smple expedient of redefining the westem boundary of Ebenezer Thomas Adams lot to medt the
comer of Peter Policy'slot to the south, thus further increasing the total acreege. Although it was ultimately
assmilated into the town of Ashburnham, Cambridge Grant retained its peculiar identity as a separate
community of West Cambridge families well into the 19th century — a manifest reminder of the ancient
sygem which colonia New England governments had ussd not only to compensate claims and reward
public service, but (ultimately more importantly) to advance English settlement and consolidate exploitation
of the vast unsettled territories.

By the 20th century much of the Cambridge Grant ~ virtually al onceexploited as farmland ~ gradually
returned to forest. Neverthdess, many acresof open field remain, and in the undeveoped forest the early
gonewall boundaries are intact. With the sole exception of aportion of the Rindge Turnpike, even thefew
roadsare the sameoneslaid out a the first settlement. With many homesof the second and third generation
of settlers remaining, and astonishingly few new buildings erected, the greater part of the old grant remains
completely unspoiled. Within the portion of Cambridge Grant recommended for inclusion in the National
Regiger, only one house dates later than the Fedeard period. Asaremarkably intact surviva of the ancient
land grant system, the Cambridge Grant district meats National Regigter criterion A.

The Fletcher Farm

Ebenezer Hetcher purchased 250 acresin the northem half of "the Cambridge Grant farm” from Issec
Seamsin 1772. 1n 1781 he sold 100 acres "with adwelling house standing on the same' to his son Josiah.
Asthere is no evidence that Ebenezer Hetcher ever settled in Ashburnham, it is possible that Josah had the
house built in anticipation of settling on his father's land. Later Jodah acquired 50 acresmore. In 1816 he
conveyed the 150 acresin two equd parcds to Joshua Resd and Timothy Fletcher. According to the 1816
decd there were buildings on each portion by then, and an 1820 deed refersto the property line separating
the two as running "between the old and the new house by the town road." The 18th century house is gone,
but the 19th century house now known as Cambridge Grant Farm isthe "new" house owned by Timathy
Hetcher in 1820 and probably built by him around 1816. With its large and well-preserved 19th century
bam and broad deared acreage, Cambridge Grant Farm isafine example of aprogperous New England farm

(continued)
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of the Federd period, and the sole significant survivor of the early settlementsin the northem half the
Cambridge Grant. Allied with the Adams and Russdll housesin the adjoining southem portion of the Grart,
it formsan essentid dement in asuperb cluster of rural Federd domedtic architecture typical of Worcester
County, and istherefore digible for inclusion onthe National Regigter under criterion C.

The Russdl-Adams Family Neighborhood

Severd dructures on Russdl Hill Road condtitute arare surviving example of a once-common modd of

New England rura life: the family neighborhood. Colonists moving into unsettled aressfrequently mede
the move with relatives, banding together to sharethe burdensof pioneer settlement as well as the potentia
prosperity offered by large tracts of undeveoped land. When settlement was successful, districts could
deveop in which all householders might be co-descendantsof one or two families. In ancther settlement
pattemn, family neighborhoods evolved when the offspring of early settlers built homes on subdivided parcds
of their parents land, creating extended farmswhich served more than one generation and household unit.
While the properties often remained distinct, with recognized boundary lines and sgparate ownership, the
family connection resulted in districts where immediate neighbors were al rdated either by blood or through
marriage. Essentidly rura in character, these family neighborhoods did not arise because of the presence of
mills or public buildings (notably churches) around which towns and villagestypically grew. Ingtead,

family neighborhoods deveoped because of the economics of available land, the opportunity to pool labor,
and the yearning for support and comfort of nearby family ~ particularly inisolated rura settings ~ in an
age when both trangportation and communication were dow and uncertain.  New England town higtories
and old town mapsabound in records of such early neighborhoods (often, as a Russal Hill, they are till
named for the original settlers); but most are no longer recognizable as archetypica family neighborhoodsin
the sensedescribed. In heavily settled areas subssquent subdivision, reconstruction, building loss, and
encroachment of unrdated gructures has normally changed the character of such neighborhoods. Even in
still-rura aress, the lossof early buildings through fire or other causeshas usudly left little trace of the old
family neighborhood. Russdl Hill isan outstanding exception.

The fine structures which comprise this intact early family neighborhood on Russdll Hill may be divided
intotwo groups thoseof the Russdal family a the crest of the hill; and, to the east, those of the Adams
family, with whom the Russdls were intermarried. The Russdll group consigts of the following dements:

* the Thomas Russdl and Margaret (Adams) Russell House, built on thenorth
dde of theroad c. 1788 (MHC 251);

(continued)
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the house of their son Walter Russdll and hiswife Alona (Lawrence) Russal,
built next door in 1823 (MHC 253);

* the house of their daughter Mary Russdll and her husband Ward Rusll (a
soond cousin), built on the south sde of the road in 1834, with its adjacent
bam foundation;

& the Russd|-Burbank family cemetery, immediately eet of the Ward Russdll
House, established by 1848 (MHC 804).

The bam foundation is pertinent to the concept of the shared family farm. There being no evidence of a bam
dte a the Thomas Russdll House on the north sde of theroad, either this bam or the older one formerly
ganding next to the Walter Russall House may have been shared by two of the Russdll families.

The Adams group consigts of the following structures:

& the house of Walter Russdl Adams and Mercy (Fairbanks) Adams, built about

1815 on land originally beonging to John Adams, S, with itslarge 19th century
bank bam and asmadler atached 18th century barn (MHC 256);

the house of John Adams, . (Ensign John Adams) and Dolly (Gibson) Adams,
built about 1798, with its 19th century ell and bam (MHC 254);

* the James Adams, J. and Mary (Whitney) Adams House, built ca 1826, with its
bam of early date (MHC 255).

John Adams, S. of Menotomy (West Cambridge Parish) was the first settler of European descent in the
Cambridge Grant. Hisfather, Thomas Adams, had bean gppointed in 1764 to the committee to sl the land
on behdf of the town of Cambridge, had acquired the entire southern half of the Grant. John began clearing
Grant land of hisfather's in 1766, and mede "provision for ahousg' therein 1770. He acquired alarge
portion of the Grant from Thomas, startingwith 100 acresin 1768.

In 1777, Thomas gave 50 acresto his daughter, Lucretia (Adams) Wetherbee. Evidently she and her
husband, Ethan Wetherbee, had dready removed to her father's remote Cambridge Farm holdingsthe
preceding year, possibly with particular reason. Ethan Wetherbee had bean the kegper of the Black Horse

(continued)
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Tavem in Menctomy, where the Committee of Safety and the Commiittee of Supplies met; and it was by his
warning that Charles Leg, Azor Ome and Elbridge Gerry narrowly escaped capture by the British on the
night of April 18-19, 1775 ontheir way to Lexington. Thomas Adams himsdf settled hereonly later, in
1778. In 1788, he s0ld 81 acresmore to his son John. |In the same year he sold 147 acresin the western part
of the grant to his son, Ebenezer Thomas Adams, as well as 97 acres between John and Lucretias lands to
his grandson Thomas Russdll of Charlestown. Russdll was the son of Thomas Adams daughter Hannah

(and thus anephew of three of his neighbors and grandson of ancther). Furthermore, he was married to his
digant cousin Margaret Adams of Menotomy, a niece of Thomas Adams.

From this early settlement of reatives on contiguous acreege, the dose association between the Adamsand
Russd| families continued for many years. Still, two distinct family encdlaves developed: the Adams
compound on the eestem edge of the grant, settled by descendants of John Adams,; and the Russdll
compound a the top of the hill, settled by descendants of Thomas Russdll. In 1826, David Russdl, afirst
cousin of Thomas, bought the former Ethan Wetherbee place. Although the Wetherbeeswere initially part
of the larger family settlement, their descendantsdispersed. David Russdl's son Ward married Thomes
RusHl's daughter Mary. The Ethan Wetherbee/David Russdl buildings are no longer extant. The house is
shown on the 1855 mgp, but was gone by the timethe 1870 map was published.

The District Three Schoolhouse and the Morocco Shop

District Three School. In 1774, first three and subsequently five Ashburnham schooal districtswere
egtablished, the Russdl Hill areabecoming district 3, eventualy serving the children of the Adams, Russl
and Hetcher families. Precisdy when the first schoolhouse was built isnot known, but either itor a
successor building had bumed down by 1799, when the town voted funds to establish a schoal in John
Adams wardroom inits place. Subsequently, anew brick building was erected on the schoolhouse lot. This
masonry structure proved too heavy for the lot, which isfrequently spongy with drainage from Russdl Hill.
Around 1846 it was moved to the nearby farm and tannery of Ivers and Thomas Russdl Adams, and another
wooden schoolhouse took itsplace. For many yearsthis school provided early education for the Cambridge
Grant children (including Melvin Ohio Adams, who became one of the mogt prominentfiguresin the
region). The District 3 School was discontinued in 1888, Some time after the 1930s the dil apidated
building was removed, but its granite foundation dabs are perfectly preserved onthe origina schoolhouse
lot.

The Morocco Shop. Thetrade of tanning hides was followed on Russdll Hill from the earliest settlement
until well into the 19th century, and became the mogt important industry in the Cambridge Grant other than

(continued)
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farming. John Adams, the first settler, was a cordwainer as well as afarmer, and isknown to have mede
shoesuntil the last year of hislife, & age 104. His perennid need for shoe leather may account for the fact
that his on Levi becameatanner as well as afarmer; and his son James was known as both a tanner and
shoemeker.  John's nephew Thomas Russdll begen curing hides specifically for morocco leather after
coming to the grant in 1788. Hisshop isfirst mentioned inadead of 1819,  Thomas was followed in the
morocco trade by his sonsWalter and Thomas . Walter was sucoeaded in the Russal Hill business by
Frank Russdll, who with a partner moved the businessto Ashburnham Center in 1852, where it continued
until 1882. An 1830 deed shows that Ivers Adamswas by then aso known as a morocco dresser; and from
1838 to 1860, he and Thomas Russdl Adams carried on athriving morocco businesson Russll Hill. John
Adams grandson, John Adams| |1, was d o referred to as amorocco dresser inan 1826 deed. Finally,
another of John Adams grandsons, James Adams, J., was d0 caled amorocco dresser in an 1826 deed,
and he had started amorocco businessof his own by 1833. James Adams moved to Pennsylvania in 1848,
and was succesded locally in the busness by his son Luther B. Adams and his brother Andrew Jackson
Adams. With nearly dl the Adams and Russdll mde descendants participating for over fifty years, morocco
dressing became both afamily trade and an economic maingay of the community sscond only to farming.

Apart from the tanning facilities known to have been located a the severd farms, the 1855 map of
Ashburnham shows two freestanding morocco shopson Russll Hill: the shop of Thomas Russl, ., eest

of the Walter Russdll house, and thet of Iversand T. R. Adams, west of the Thomes Russl, S. house
(which was by then owned by Iversand T. R. Adams). The latter shop isthe origina one established by
Thomas Russdll, S. prior to 1819. It was supplied with water which desds tell uswas "carried inlogs' from
anearby spring. By following the boundaries ligted itisstill possible to find the goneswhich evidently
formed the foundation of this shop (between the Thomas Russdll house and the schoolhouse lot), as well as
the still-flowing spring which provided itswater supply.

The schoolhouse and morocco shop foundations and the spring are dtes of significant local historic interedt,
and they may each have some archaeologica vaue as well. In the context of the other surviving structures
they meke a substantial and unique contribution to understanding the economic and socia history of
Cambridge Grant.

Rufus Porter

The Walter Russdll House boadts remarkably presarved murds by Rufus Porter, the most important of

early American itinerant wall painters. A large landscape runs the length of the upper Saircase, and a
smdler romantic scene adornsthe overmantd in the magter bedroom. Bom in West Boxford, Massachusetts

(continued)
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in 1792, Porter led along and uniquely distinguished life, chronicled in Jeen Lipman's 1980 biography,
Rufus Porter Rediscovered. Porter's accomplishments over 92 years included gtints as a shoemaker's
apprentice, militiaman, musician, deigh and drum painter, boat painter, school teacher, builder of
watermills, silhouette cutter, portrait painter, dance instructor, prolific inventor, printer and publisher.
Between his other activities he found time to invent a paddle boat (1823) and invent a flying machine
(1820), of which he exhibited working modds in 1847 and 1853; publish plans for arotary plow and a hot
air ventilation sysem (1841-42); invent the revolving rifle (1844), which he sold to Colonel Colt for $100;
establish the Scientific American (1845), publish plans for an devated railroad; invent and demondrate a
prefabricated movable house (c. 1857); as well as paent a deam engine (1858) and an air pump (1863).

Porter began his mural painting career in New England in 1824. His earliest murdswere done in north
central Massachusetts and south central New Hampshire in this year and the year following, al in towns
near Ashburnham. Hisearly styleisunmigtakable. 1t is characterized by crude modeing, stippled foliage,
large "feather dugter” trees painted with half the foliage in yellow ochre and the other half in black (for light
and shadow), dark mbbery tree trunks framing the edges of landscgpe socanes, and naive shiftsin pergpective.
At the Gardner Davis house in New Ipswich, NH, painted about 1825, Porter used adigtinctive border of
scrolls and rosebuds. 1t isknown only from Nina Fetcher Little's ca 1950 photographs for American
Decorative Wall Painting; the muradsthemsdves were destroyed shortly after the picturesweretaken. The
Russl Houss's murdsexhibit all the characterigtics of Porter's earliest atempts a murd painting, including
the only extant example of the scroll and rose border known, and ardlated border of rambling rosevines. In
addition, they exhibit severd favorite Porter motifswhich he and his disciples used for years afterward: a
schooner, a tenciled rowboat with aman a the rudder, adigant gand of buildings, amilitiaman in uniform,
and adramatic waterfall scene with rocks and cliffs.

In 1980 Lipman reported that "Porter-decorated housss ... [were] rapidly vanishing," while many other
murals were being painted over or irreparably damaged by over-restoration. Unlike many of Porter's murds
which have suffered from being covered with wallpaper or paint, the Russdl murds are remarkably
untouched. For many yearswhen the house was used only in summer, they were covered by mudin curtains
hung onthe wall which protected them from light and dirt. 1n 1995 they were professionaly deaned by
LindaL. Donovan of Warner, NH, using only gpproved and reversible conservation methods. As
outstandingly preserved examples of Rufus Porter's earliest work (no earlier wall painting hes been
documented), these murds are acultural treasure of greet rarity.

(continued)
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Other Figures of Note

During the 19* century Cambridge Grant nurtured a surprising number offiguresof notefor adigtrict of its
sze. In addition to leeders of local and regiona importance, there were severd whaose influence was more
widely felt. While many of their accomplishments were achieved later in life, these men spet dl or part of
their youth in Cambridge Grant.

Issec Hill (1788-1851) (son of Issec Hill Sr., who had moved to Cambridge Grant in 1797, and grandson of
first sattler John Adams), lived in the district from 1797 to 1802. He later became publisher of the New
Hampshire Patriot, Clerk of the New Hampshire Stiate Senate, NH State Representative, NH State Senator,
Comptroller of the United States Treasury in the Andrew Jackson administration. United States Senator from
New Hampshire, and Governor of New Hampshire. Asan editor in Concord, NH in the 1840s, he published
articles about hisyouth a Cambridge Grant and about the Adams and Russdll families. The Issec Hill, S.
farm, where Issec Hill lived as ayoungger, was partly onthe 12 acre parcd west of the 42 acre property
now associated with the Ward Russdl House.

Luther B. Adams (b.1829), son of James Adams, J. and great-grandson of John Adamsthe first settler, was
bom and raised in the James Adams, J. house. He became superintendent of the Boston Chair
Manufacturing Co. of Ashburnham, sucoessor to the Winchester Chair Works. The company manufactured
the stupendoudy popular Boston rocker, one of the most widely marketed products in the history of the
home furnishings industry. Later it produced huge numbers of Thonet-style bentwood chairs including the
deigh rocker, another remarkable sucoess story in the history of American manufacturing. Ashburnham's
mog important industry, the firm was an aggressive innovator in mass production techniques and one of the
three largest chair manufacturers in the sate in the third quarter of the 19th century.

Andrew Jackson Adams (1828-1911), uncle of Luther and grandson of John Adamsthe first settler, wasa
partner in the Boston Chair Manufacturing Company. A. J. Adams was the son of James Adams, ., of
Cambridge Grant, and lived in Ashbumham from 1845 to 1850.

Samud G. Adams (1825-1886), son of Milton Adams (bom in Cambridge Grant in 1801) and grest-
grandson of first settler John, became Superintendent of Police for the City of Boston.

Ivers Adams (1808-1890), of the Russdll Hill Morocco business, was dected Representative to the
Massechusetts State Legidature in 1851. Hewas bom in Cambridge Grant, lived in the now-demolished
Iversand T. R. Adams house, and owned the morocco shop whose foundation survives as well es the

(continued)
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surviving Thomas Russal House, where he evidently housad tannery workers. He endowed the town with a
trust fund used for municipal works.

Ivers Whitney Adams (b. 1838), son of Walter Adams (born in Cambridge Grant in 1807) and grandson of
Walter Russdl Adams, became Presdent and Generd Manager of the American Net and Twine Company of
Bogton, the largest manufacturer of itskind in the world in the late 19th century, employing 500 workers.
Another benefactor who continued to return to the town, he donated its municipal water sysgem in 1897 and
the "Schoolboy of 1850" gatuein 1913.

Melvin Ohio Adams (1847-1920), son of Josgph Adams and great-grandson of first settler John, was born
and brought up inthe James Adams, J. house. He became Suffolk County (MA) Assgant District
Attomey, but continued to return to the town throughout hislife. In private practice in Boston in 1892, he
gained national renown for his successful defense of Lizzie Borden in the infamous Fall River ax murder
cae. Another town benefactor, he donated the Soldiers Monument in 1905, funded construction of the
Dolly Whitney Adams school in 1906, and erected the handsome Cdltic Sone cross a the Meeting House
Hill cemetery in 1916.

The Summer Arts Community

Throughout the 19* century New England farms, with their thin rocky soil, hed failed to match the
productiveness of the rich farmsof other regions, particularly Pennsylvania. Only auxiliary home industries,
auch as the morocco budnessa Cambridge Grant, had kept them economicaly viable. With the opening of
the great farmlands of the mid-west and the success of railroads to deliver their produce, the period of red
compstitiveness for New England farmswas al but over. Compounding the chalenge, workers hed steedily
migrated to industrial urban centers since the Civil War. In Ashbumham, even the mighty chair industry
was onthe wane. Michigan was replacing Massachusetts as a center of furniture manufacturing, and by
1890 Bogton Chair, the town's largest employer, hed closed. By the turn of the 20* century many of New
England's rural communities were facing industrial and agricultural decline and depopulation.

By the early 1900s Ashbumham, once a significant manufacturing center, was well on itsway toward
becoming adegpy country village. The town's high dlevation and fine lakes mede it an attractive summer
degtination in that age before air conditioning, and it was within essy reach of Boston and Hartford by
railroad and automobile. While mogt new summer residents crowded around the lakes, gradualy more of
the old homes became summer retreets. Having experienced aboom from the 1820s through the 1840s the
town possessad many fine Federd and Greek Revival houses, siveegping aress of deared padture land, and

(continued)
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very few newer buildings beyond the downtown mill areato detract from its old fashioned charm. At
Russl Hill, the Cambridge Grant housss sat a a 1200-1260 foot eevation above s levd and the land fell
sharply away to the eadt, offering cool breezesin summer and an unobstructed view to the Atlantic coagt
fifty milesaway. Already the district had amodest gart toward becoming a summer resort. The Water
Russl house had been ussd mainly as asummer residence by Professor Levi Ward Russell and his heirs
ance 1858. Nellie Hutchinsof Brookline hed turned the John Adams, J. house into a fashionable vacation
resdence in 1909 (and in 1913 had bought the James Adams, J. home to house servants). By 1916 a smadll
but sophisticated arts community begen to evolve.

In that year, Aldrich Bowker (1875-1947) purchased the Adams housefrom Nellie Hutchins, A successful
dage actor originally from Ashby, Bowker usad it as a seasond home while performing annually in summer
dock a nearby Whaom Park in Lunenburg. Asanative son, he became afigureof intense local popularity
in an age when regiona summer stock theatre was an entertainment medium of red importance. He
furnished the Adams house with antiques and reproductions in the colonia reviva taste and styled it
"Handley Farm” after the 19th century owners. In addition to his popular performances a Whaom Park,
Bowker established a Handley farm one of the earliest openrair theetres in the country, inviting other noted
actors to participate in productions he mounted on the broad terrace with its panoramic view. In 1920 the
well known actor Ainsworth Arnold camefromNew York to play inW. S Gilbert's The Paace of Truth (in
which the playwright Edgar Stehli dso played arole); the film actress Bette Davis (who hed attended
Ashburnham's Cushing Academy) was aguest in the 1930s  Bowker would become best known for his
portraya of "Grandpd' in George S Kaufman's You Can't Teke it With You. He played over 500
consecutive performances of the role in the Chicago production, and was the presenter when Kaufman won
the Pulitzer Prize in 1937. In these years Bowker continued to spend summers at Handley Farm (end lived
there year-round one year). Bowker'ssger, LouiseBillings, continued to kegp Handley Farm as a summer
home until 1945.

The Ward Russall House had been the ancestrd home to the locally prominent Burbank family since
Margaret Russdll had married Levi Burbank 1859. Usad as afamily vacation retreat in the twentieth
century, it becamea summer sudio for Clara Burbank (1862-1927), afloral artist of outstanding merit.
After 1927 it served as summer studio for her niece. Amy Burbank of Bogton and Belmont, Mass. (1875
1948), an art teecher and accomplished landscgpe painter.  Across the road, two schoolteachers, Mary ad
Rina Maude Greene, were living in the Thomas Russdll house. The Walter Russdll house was bought es a
aummer home in 1920 by Frank Bowker (brother of Aldrich Bowker), an amateur playwright and actor who
joined in his brother's opentair theatre productions. Itsfine Federd interiorsand Rufus Porter murdswere
maintained, and it was still furnished with over acentury of Russdll family antiques.

(continued)
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Two summer cottageswere built between the Water Russell House and Handley Farm. The first was "Red
Top," with itssgnature red roof, picturesque white birch fence rails, whimsical outbuildings, brightly
painted whirligigs, and rustic observation tower (no longer extant) with panoramic views from New
Hampshire to Connecticut. The other summer cottage was that of Jeannette Damon (another sigter of Frank
and Aldrich Bowker, and ateacher a the old District Three School beforeitsclosing in 1888). Built about
1925, the cottage was destroyed in the disastrous hurricane of 1938. On both Russdll Hill and Jewdl | Hill,
the old pastures, now grown to wild blueberry fields, had become famousfor their bountiful crops, and
pickers paid to visit them. Onthe eest shoulder of Russdl hill, the old FHetcher farm was bought by George
and Alice Wallace of Fitchburg, Mass. Like Handley Farm, it was renamed, renovated, and furnished with
antiques in the colonia reviva tagte. Itsnew name, appropriately, was "Cambridge Grant Farm." Its
orchards were maintained by the Wallaces and continued to produce renowned Mcintosh gpples.

From 1916 until World War |1, the heart of the old Cambridge Grant thrived as asmdl but vital arts colony
with many summer residents. It retained its specid identity as adigtinct district within the town ~ as well
&s itshistoricrole as afamily enclave, abeit thistime dominated by Burbanks and Bowkersrather than
Adams and Russlls. Vacation hometo artists, writers, teachers, actors, and antiquarians for thirty years,
visited by nationally knownfigures,and the ste of one of the region's earliest open air theatres, the Grant's
eligibility for inclusion onthe National Register isenhanced by its early twentieth century history.

Theflourishing of a vital seesond arts and recregtiona community from the early 20  century until World
War |l condtitutes another important chapter in the socid and culturd life of New England, one that was
played out in many summer communities throughout the region. Red Top cottage, the only Cambridge Grant
gructure not dating from the Federd period, survives as ardlic of that significant era. While some summer
resdents continued to visit their Cambridge Grant properties during the war, the cultura activitieswhich

had distinguished the areagradually ceased, and by the war's close, the once-flourishing summer arts
community had come to an end.

Recent Preservation Activities

Aghbumham has atown Historical Society, active snce 1960, which presaerves documents and relicsrdated
to the town's history in the old Town House (the former town hall built with the reused frame of the 18th
century meeting houss). In 1970, Raymond and Barbara Holden's A shbumham. Massachusetts 1835-1965
recorded town history snce the publication of Ezra Steams well-known 19th century volume. Kaino
Watari's Focus on Old Housesof Ashbumham. privately published about 1982, catalogued mogt of the old
housssin town, including those in the Cambridge Grant district. 1n 1986, the town voted to preservethe
Dolly Whitney Adams School, which was converted for use as atown library. Presently, the Ashbumham
(continued)
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Historical Commission monitorsthe fortunesof the town's historic resources, including the 1890 Stevens
Library building, and usesdemolition dday rightswithin the town center to intervene when historic
dructures are threatened.  Unfortunately, it hes not been possible to prevent losses outside the centrd
district. When losses have occurred, however, they have tended to raise consciousnessof changesin the
town's character and concerns about unrestricted deve opment.

The lvers and Thomas Russdll Adams House was a large two-story, single-pile frame house a the westemn
edgeof the Cambridge Grant.  Sometime after 1982 the house was destroyed, aong with the remnants of
the outbuildings, and more of the land was subdivided for new housing. Until then, all of Cambridge Grant
had remained distinctly rural, with extensve acreage atached to anumber of the old houses On Russl|
Hill, there was only one dwelling built later than 1834.

Theloss of the Adams house and the beginning of aggressve red estate development sourred an urgent
interest in preserving what remained of the Cambridge Grant among the owners of other historic properties
in the district, as well as within the town Historical Commission. Severd of the Russal Hill houses were
inventoried for the Massachusetts Historical Commission in 1988. 1n 1990, Professor Richard Damon
printed amgp of the first division of the Cambridge Grant, basad on years of reseerch into the deeds. In
1995, Christopher Rice wrote a proposd for land conservation and building restrictions in aresearch paper
for the Conway School of Landscape Design. A proposa to establish aloca preservation district wasvoted
on by the town, but failed to pass In 1997 Allan Small conducted title seaerches on the extant old houses in
the grant to resolve questions regarding origina ownership. Town historian Josgph F. von Deck published a
samind history of the district in 1998, identifying early settlers and potentid archaeologicd dtesad
[uggedting directionsfor further research. Loca interest in acknowledging the unique nature of the Grant
and presarving itscharecter isvery strong.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattemns of prehistoric occupation in Ashbumham are poorly understood, any surviving stescould be
significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this areacan be important by adding information to our understanding of the
role and importance of upland/interior dtesaong tributary sreeamsof the Nashua/Merrimack River drainage
played in the local/regional Native American subsstence and settlement sysems. Prehigtoric Stesin this
areacould be part of a large, possibly seasond settlement network of Stes basad dong the Nashua River, the
Merrimack River or part of a specidized adaptation to locd environments in the uplands and Worcester
Raeau locde. Many subsstence and settlement theories indicate prehistoric socio/palitical/economic
boundaries are basad dlong riverine basins.  Although dtesin this areaare ultimately part of the Merrimack

(continued)
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River drainage, the areaisdso in dose proximity to drainage arees that are part of the Connecticut River
drainage. Prehigtoric Stesin this areamay enable atest of theories relating to riverine adgptations and the
importance of stesand settlement/subsistence pattems that are geographicaly dose but in different
drainagesrather than in the same drainage.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia for providing important information on
the socid, cultural and economic pattems that characterized the evolution of rura country life ina Centra
Massachusetts upland community during its period of mgjor growth in the 18 and 19* centuries.
Additional historic ressarch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can help locate residences in
the district that no longer survive. Thisinformation can help recongtruct the evolution of family
neighborhoods in the district and the components of farmsteads within those clugters. 1t hes been suggested
that the bam represented by the foundation next to the Ward and Mary Russell residence represents a shared
facility by severd different families pertinent to the concept of ashared family farm. Historical and
archaeologica research might dso identity other structures that were dso shared and important to the shered
family farm. Detailed anadyss of the contents from occupationd related features and the andysis of farm
dructures might dso identify other socid, cultural, and economic characterigtics that were typical to the
concept of ashared family farm. Structural remains and the andlys's of occupationa related features rdated
to industrial dtesin the district may dso contribute important information on the relationship of tanning and
brick making operations to family farm production and technologies involved in those industries. Structurd
remains of water- power stesrdated to tanning industries can contribute important information on the
engineering design of those facilities. Important information on the early trangport of water might dso be
obtained from water-power dtes. Information relating to the role of 18* and 19* century education in the
district may dso result from the andyss of structural remains and the anaysis of occupationa related
features at the site of the District 3 Schoolhouse. The location and andysis of unmarked graves a the
Russd|-Burbank Cemetery may dso contribute important information relating to mortuary customs and
hedth in arural family neighborhoocf.

(end)
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Cambridge Grant HP Worcester, MA
Name of Property County and State

1Q. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property c. 322 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 265130 4725920 3. 19 265620 4724500
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 265730 4725920 4. 19 265000 4724170
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Allen F Small, Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission , date April ?nni
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone  fii7-7?7-R47n
city or town  Boston .state  MA .Zip code 02125

Additional Doriimentatlon
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owngr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name. multiple

street & number. . telephone.

city or town. , State. .Zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Parit Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM References

zone eadting northing
1 19 265,130 4,725,920
2. 19 265,730 4,725,920
3. 19 265,620 4,724,500
4. 19 265,000 4,724,170
5. 19 - 264,360 4,724,560
6. 19 264,610 4,725,580

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated district includes portions of Ashbumham Assessors Magps 38 and 39. Copies are atached,
showing the Historic District boundaries and the gpproximate original boundaries of Cambridge Grant.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Cambridge Grant Historic District are drawn to include the buildings, stes and
dructures catadogued in the description of the district above, as well as asignificant portion of their historic
environment, including meadow, wood, pagturage, and blueberry barrens. Property lines traditionally
asodiated with the farms have generally been used, mogt of which are marked by old gonewalls. Larger
ssgments of unbuilt acreege have been included where they are still associated with an extant historic
building, and their inclusion is condgdered representative of the extensive acreege historically characteritic
of the Grant properties. Because newer building devel opment remains peripheral, it has not been found
necessary to include non-contributing structures, and Grant land affected by recent devd opment has been
excluded.

(end_
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer:  Allan F. Small, Belmont, MA

Negatives arewith the photographer.

Photographs marked with * are8x 10" insze dl othersare5 X 7'or otherwiseindicated.
RECENT PHOTOGRAPHS ~ Genera Views

1 View to the eest from Russdl Hill, showing the Timothy Hetcher farm and the Fitchburg
Resarvoir (Ashby) in the middle distance. March, 1999.

2. View to the eest from atop Russdll Hill, showing blueberry barrensin the foreground, with
the Timothy Hetcher farm and Fitchburg Reservair in the middle distance. March, 1999. *

3. View to the north acrossthe blueberry barrens a the top of Russdl Hill, with Mount
Watatic in the disance. March, 1999, *

4. View of Russdl Hill Road, facing eest, showing the "sde hill piece' onthe right. March,
1990, *

5. The "dde hill piece' fromthe west, with the John Adams, J. House on the left. March,
1990, *

6. View of Russdl Hill Road from the north, showing (L-R): the Ward & Mary Russl|
House, the Walter Russdl House, and the Thomas Russdll House. March, 1999. *

7. View of Rus=l| Hill Road from the west, with Water Russdl Adams House and Bams.
March, 1999. *

8. Wilker Road, with Timothy Fletcher House and Barn, from the south. March, 1999.

0. John Adams, Jr. House (Handley Farm), from the southeast. Augugt, 1998. 247 Russdl Hill
Road

10. John Adams, J. House, fromthe west. August, 1998. *
(continued)
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11. James Adams, . House (Josegph Adams House), from the southeast. August, 1998. 269
Russl Hill Road *

12 Thomeas Russdll House, from the southwest.  August, 1998. 219 Russl Hill Road *

13 Timothy Hetcher House (Cambridge Grant Farm), from the southeast. Augugt, 1999. 15
Wilker Road

14, Walter Russdll Adams House (John Adams Homestead), from the south. August, 1998.
287 RusH| Hill Road

15. Walter Russdll Adams House ~ Bams, from the south. March, 1999.

16. Red Top Cottege, from the west. March, 1999. 223 Russdl Hill Road

17. Red Top Cottage with modem addition, from the eest. March, 1999.

18, Water Russll House, from the southeast. August, 1998. 227 Russdl Hill Road

19, Ward & Mary Russdll House, from the northwest. August, 1998. 220 Russl Hill Road
20. Russdll-Burbank Barn foundation, from the northeast. March, 1999. Russd| Hill Roed

21. Russdll-Burbank Cemetery, from the northwest. March, 1999. Opposite 227 Russdl Hill

Road

22. Russl-Burbank Cemetery, from the west. August, 1998.

23. District Three Schoolhouse foundation, from the south. March, 1999. 205 Russdl Hill
Road

24, District Three Schoolhouse foundation, from the north. March, 1999.

25. M orocco Shop foundation, from the southeest. March, 1999. 217 Russdl Hill Road

26. Walter Russdll House, upper stair pessage Rufus Porter mural, eest wall. March, 1999, *
(continued)
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21. Water Russdll House, parlor chamber (eest chamber): Rufus Porter mura and mantel, eest
wall. March, 1999. *

28. Walter Russdll House, Parlor Chamber: Rufus Porter murd over mantd, eest wall. March,
1999, *

HISTORICPHOTOGRAPHS

Originas/ Negatives are with Allan F. Smadll

29. Russll Hill seen from Jewell Hill, early 1900s View from the south, showing the Ward
Russl farm, with the now-demolished bam to the left of the house and the Russdll-Burbank cemetery
(hidden by trees) on the right. Thisview shows the deared fields both aop Russdll Hill and on its southem
dope beforethey were overtaken by forest. 5-1/2 x 3-1/2

30. John Adams, J. House, c. 1920. View from the eedt, showing the porch added by Nellie
Hutchins after 1909. Also showing the chimneys before reduction in height and the el before introduction
of the present picturewindow. 5-1/2 x 3-1/2

3L Water Russdll House in the 1920s  View from the eedt, showing the English barn which
was demolished c. 1953.

ILLUSTRATIONS

32. Water Russdll Adams House. Wood engraving, ¢. 1886. Published in Steams History of
Ashbumham. 1887. Thisview isremarkably unchanged; sse #7 above.

33. Playbill from Aldrich Bowker's production of 772 Palace of Truth a Handley Farm, 1920.

Original iswith Allan F. Small.

(end)



MAP# LOT/PARCEL
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K B B

395

395

397 251
3922 252
3922 s 07}

398, 39/21 253
39/10; 39/4; 39/9

39/11; 39/20 24
39/12 255
39/17-18 256
39/14; 39/16 257

39/4

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

CAMBRIDGE GRANT HISTORIC DISTRICT
ASHBURNHAM (WORCESTER), MA

MHC# HISTORIC NAME

ADDRESS

District 3 Schoolhouse foundation 205 Rusdl Hill Road

Morocco shop foundation
Thomes Russl House

Ward & Mary Russll House &
Bam Foundation

RusslI-Burbank Cemetery
Water Russell House
Red Top

John Adams J. House & Bam
(Handley Farm)
Janes Adams, . House& Bam

Water Russell Adams House &
Bam (John Adams Homesteed)
Timothy Hetcher House & Bam
(Cambridge Grant Farm)

Spring of Water

Sariesof Fedsthroughout district

12 contributing buildings

215 Rus=| Hill Road
219 Rus| Hill Road

220 Russ| Hill Road

224 Rus| Hill Road
227 Rus=| Hill Roed
223 Rus=| Hill Road
247 Rus=| Hill Road
269 Rus=| Hill Road
287 Rus| Hill Road
15 Wilker Road

behind 219 Russdl| Hill Roed

6 contributing Stes

DATE

ca 1846

ca. 1819

ca 1788

mid 190,

ca 1920

ca 1798

ca 1826

ca 1815

ca 1816

STYLE

Federd

Fed/Gr Rev

Federa
Bungaow
Federa
Federa
Federd

Federd

TYPE/
STATUS

Sl/iC
Sl/iC
B/C

BIC
Slic

Sl/C
B/C
BIC
2B/C
2B/C
2B/C
2B/C
Slic
ue
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CHARACTERS
King Phanor Aldrich Bowker
Prince Philamir Ainsworth Arnold
Chrysal Edgar Stehli
Zoram Dr. F. C. Davendorf
Aristaeus Aaron Task
Gdanor Frank Bowker

Queen Altemire
Princess Zeolide
Mirza

Pdmis

Azema

Mrs. Jeanette Bowker Damon
Lucia P. Hutchins

Bertha P. Cudworth

Irene Partridge Ryan

Edna Richcnbacher

Lords and Ladies in Waiting - Muscians

Act |. Gardens & King Phanor's Country House.

Act 2. The Pdace of Truth.

Act 3. Same

Music under the direction of

Mrs. Albert Wilder.

Aldrich BowKcr

will presnt

AT

HANDLEY TAPM

Adhburnham, Mass

AUGUST 11, 190
a 3 P.M.

An out'of-door performance of

THE PALACE
OF TRUTH

W. S GILBERT






Buildings, Structures, Sites

1. School house foundation

2. Morocco shop site

3. Thomas Russell house

4. Wal ter Russell house

5. Ward & Mary Russell house

(DA

Russel | - Burbank cemetery
Red Top cottage

8. John Adams, Jr . house
(Handl ey Farm)

No

9. Janes Adans, Jr . house

10. Walter Russell Adanms house
(John Adans homest ead)

11. Timothy Fletcher house
(Cambri dge Grant Farm

ASH Mu/tA/"AM (i*10acM
AMA

11

PR

J10 m
-t -r.

Town of Ashburnham Assessors' Mp #39 35



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

— NATI ONAL REA STER CF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION:  RESUBM SSI ON

PRCPERTY Canbridge Grant Historic District
NAME :

MJULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GAONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEl VED: 7/05/01 DATE (G PEND NG LI ST:

DATE - 16TH DAY: DATE G 45TH DAY: 8/ 20/ 01
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 01000626

DETAI LED EVALUATI ON:
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM /CR ARIA (1/J1~ /fy C

REVIEWER I"XAM/JiiL KNkXLo DISCIPLINE iNSmd?
TELEPHONE DATE hQjdn {

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conmments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N
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RECEIVED
1y 31,199% AG | A 195

Mr. Tarence Adans MASS. HIST COMM.
Presarvation Fanner

Massachusatts Higtorica Commisson

226 Morrisey Boulevad

Bogon, MA 02125

Dea Sir,

Hease be advised that the iment of thisletter is in regoonse to a proposed action of ny
neighbor, Mrs Parker Rice of Russl Hill Roed, Ashbumbham, MA, to indudemy property for
goplication in the Nationd Regder of Higtoric Haoes

Thissad property isreferred to in her letter to you deted 11/7/95 as Fom# 257 - Ssson

Whilel fully regpect the vdue of such an honorable propostion, | maintain asthe
landowner of such named nominated property, to object to thislisting.

Would you kindly see to it thet thisobjection be regidered with the Siate Higtoric
Presgvation Officer (SHPO).

Thank you for your condderaions

Snogeh

"Richad T. 9son
Cambridge Grant Fam
Wilkes Rod
Ashbumham, MA 01430

The Commonwedth of Massachusats
Worosster, s

Then persondly gopeared the above named RICHARD T. SSSON and acknomedged
the foregoing indmment &s hisfree att and desd, before me.

CymhiaA. Mesgher Rotary Public
My commisson expires Feomary 23,2001



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

April 19, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic FHlaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdosed pleasefind the following nomination form:

Cambridge Grant HD, Ashbumham (Worcester), MA
The nomination hes been voted digible by the Siate Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Ore letter of objection hes been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg f
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure

Cc Chrigtina Sargent, Ashbumham Historical Commission
Allen Small, Preservation Consultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
wviw.state maus'sec/mhc



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Frands Gavin, Secrdary of the Commonwedlth
Massechusdts Historical Commission

June 25, 2001

Mr. Patrick Andms

Historian

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Re: Cambridge Grant Historic District (Reference # 01000626)
Ashburnham (Worcester Co.), MA

Dear Patrick:

Endosed isthe resubmisson of the Cambridge Grant HD nomination, addressing
technical deficiencies raised in your letter of June 14, 2001.

1. Photogrgphs are now keyed to a sketch map of the didtrict.
2. USGS mgp isnow modified by asheded outline of the approximate district,
within the polygon boundary marking.

| tmst that questions raised with the first submission have been ansvered. Please contact
meifyou have further questions.

Philip Bergen
Preservaion Planner
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusdts 02125
(617) 727-8470.Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.datc.maus'ssc/mhc



