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Old Stone Church and Cemetery Commission
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First National Bank (original records burned)
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1430 Senate Street, P.O. Box 11,188 Capitol Station
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia South Carolina 45
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Construction of Old Stone Church began in 1797 to replace a log 
meeting house which was burned. The natural fieldstone rectangular 
structure with medium gable roof was "completed in 1802. Six bays 
deep with high fenestration, the windows are the size of its doorways 
Flat arches with slight radiation of voussoirs are
over doors and windows. Exterior stairs lead to slave gallery at rear 
of church.

Interior is simple^imornamented befitting the period; wooden 
benches, raised, wooden pulpit, pine floor, hand-hewn exposed 
beams evident in roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

October 13, 1789, the congregation of Hopewell-Keowee Church asked 
to be taken into the Presbytery of South Carolina. Church named 
Hopewell from Treaty of Hopewell (1785) between settlers and Cherokee 
enacted in part by General Andrew Pickens and Keowee from a branch 
of the Seneca River. Later called Old Stone Church.

The first building having been destroyed by fire, a new church was 
built 1797-1802 by John Rusk.

Important Politically and Militarily for men of prominence instru­ 
mental in church's organization and buried in cemetery. Among these 
are: Revolutionary War Generals Andrew Pickens and Robert Anderson - 
principal founders and elders; Colonel Andrew Pickens (War of 1812) - 
elder, governor of South Carolina.

In the area Social/Humanitarian, it is noteworthy for the Old Stone 
Church and Cemetery Commission, organized in the 1890s, which realized 
the importance of the building itself and its association with dis­ 
tinguished men in South Carolina history. A wall was put around 
graveyard and repairs made to preserve the old building which had not 
been used since the 1830s. This Commission remains active in main­ 
taining the church and cemetery.

Importance in Religion/Philosophy stems from its use as a religious 
center; the Reverend Thomas Reese, distinguished scholar, patriot, 
and first South Carolina minister to receive the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity, who served as pastor 1792-1796; church member "Printer" 
John Miller, publisher of South Carolina Gazette and Advertizer 
(Charleston), Junius Letters, and Miller's Weekly Messenger (Pendleton), 
whose essay "The Influence on Religion in Civil Society" testifies 
to the quality of South Carolina literature in 1788.

Significant architecturally as representative of the early pioneer 
church in South Carolina; masonry adaptation of meeting house 
architecture; built of local materials with outstanding exterior 
and interior masonry and woodwork craftsmanship.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 34 o 39. 54. 82 o 49 , 03 . 
NE 34° 39- 54. 82 o 48 . 53 - 
se 34° 39- 44- 82 o 48 . 53 - 
sw 34° 39' 44- 82 ° 49 , 03 -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

-- —————————— 
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
0 o
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Dollie McGrath. Historic Resources Coordinator I
ORGANIZATION DATE

South Carolina Department of Archives and History 11/16/70
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1430 Senate Street. P.O. Box 11.188 Canitol Station
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
berth by the Natiosfe) Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

0 JK^ National jgx State Q / j)ocal Q

Charles E. Lee .s 

Title Director , South Carolina
Department Archives and History

Bate 2/14/71

STATE CODE

South Carolina 45
NATIONAL REGISTER VERiFiGAf ION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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