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1. Namp nf Property
historic name. Union Baptist Church
other names/site number.

2. Lonatinn

Street & number. 109 Court Street . hot for publication
city or town. New Bedford vicinity
state. Massachusetts .code_MA county_BlisIQL code Qb zip code 02740

3. StatB/Ffirieral Agqanrv Cprtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this IB'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
58*meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide EZlocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

“nal Park Sftn/ir.e Cfirtifir.atinn
I, herj”y certify that this property is: Sign”~yre of the Keeper/ . Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Union Baptist Church
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State __site

_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Fiinr.tinn nr Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION- religiniis fadlity

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

| ATE VICTORIAN: Shinglfi Styls

Narrative Description

Bristol, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
1

Noncontributing

J.

.building
sites

. structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION- religious facility

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite

walls WOOD: shinglfi
roof. ASPHAI T
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

The Union Baptist Church is located on the northwest comer of the intersection of Court and Cedar dregtsin the
Wes End neighborhood of the city of New Bedford, Massachusetts 1t is Stuated oppodte the Bristol County Prison,
which presents amonolithic brick wall on the south sde of Court Street. Thislarge correctional facility predates the
church, 20 it cannot be conddered an intrusion. A domestic-scaled office building, a mid-19"-century component of
this complex, islocated near the church, somewhat mitigating the effect of thewall. With the exception of the 1 /2-
dory dwelling sted just west of the church, the north dde of Court Strest has been deared of its historic houses and
redeveoped with townhouses congtructed for public housing in the 1970s following an extendve Urban Renewd
campaign in the West End. The housessdong Cedar Street north of the church remain intact and providea more
auitable historical context for the building. The church isone block north of the County Street Historic District (1976,
additional information 2008) and is sgparated from it by the county prison, which was excluded from the essentialy
resdentiad district because of its use

Completed in 1899, the church is a large wood-frame square-plan building with afront geble roof and wood shingle
dding; a3-gory bell tower with apyramidd roof isengaged to its southwest corner (IMAGE 1). The front feBede
faces Court Strest and contains two arched doorways within aone-story shed roof vestibule sandwiched between the
bell tower on the west corner and a shorter pedimented pavilion on the eest corner that is digned with the esstemn
dope of the main church roof. An arched niche is located between the entrances, which have haed their original wood
doors replaced with plate-glass doors and domed fabric avnings added. In the gable end and visible above the
vestibule roof there is centered afenestration band composad of five dained-glass windows. There are two double-
hung sseh windows & the bese of the bell tower and one similar window in the front faBede of the eestern pavilion.
All three contain their original 81 wood saeh. The tower originally had louvered openings a the top, but they have
been walled over and are now concedled behind wood shingles.

The Cadar Strest (eest) faBade contains a series of domestic-scale windows surmounted by a projecting gable dormer
with an arched tracery window deeply recessed within it 0 that itisin the same plane as the lower wall (IMAGE 2).
The dormer is supported by scrolled braces benegth the eaves The five windows below the dormer, including a
centra triple unit, contain single ained-glass saghes that pivot inward from their beges to open. The arched window
in the dormer aso contains stained glass. The remaining windows contain 8/1 wood ssehes. An gpse extends from
the reer (north) faBade of the building, with avestibule with entries to the gose and the basement gopended onthe
dreet dde. The west faBade istight againg the neighboring building, making it bardy visible form the sreet. A one-
dory hipped roof wing attached to the west Sde of the main geble roof section is soreened by the tall bell tower. A
large Venetian window iscentrally placed in the west wall above which isagable dormer. Other windows contain
&1 wood saeh. A brick chimney protrudes from the roof at the north end of the wing.

The interior of the church contains two large principal rooms. the sanctuary on the eedt 9de of the plan and an
asambly room on the west Side, with numerous accessory goeces The sanctuary is located within the goece defined
by the building's large gable roof. Subgtantia truss work, both functional and omamenta, digtinguishes the open

(continued)
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ceiling of theroom (IMAGES 3 & 4). Raftersand purlins are exposad, and are supported by three massve Gothic
arch trusses from imposts engaged to the east and west walls. One truss abuts the south exterior wall where the band
of five sained-glass windows is located. The impods of the two remaining trusses frame the arched window in the
dormer on the eest wall. A partition with awide opening within a Gothic arch crestesthe northwall (IMAGE 3). An
devated platform with apulpit is recessed within the gpse behind the arch with apanded wood screen as abackdrop
and aorgarv/choir |oft, complete with an array of pipes located above. Thewes wall isdivided into thirdsby two
posts supporting the roof trusses, with the intermediate soecesfilled with movable datted wood pands in vertical
tracks. Thisfeature alowsfor the sanctuary and the assambly room to be combined for large events. Thefloor is
filled with three tiers of wood pews arranged inan arc around the central pulpit. Two doorways & the comers of the
south wall provide entry into the sanctuary. They connect to small lobbies linked to the exterior doors. Thesmdler
of thetwo occupies the interior of the small pavilion in the southeest comer of the front faQade; the other larger 1obby
iswithin the beee of the tower, and contains doorways to the sanctuary and the assembly room to the west of it, as
well asto dairs leading to the belfry.

The seoond principal room, an assembly room or fellowship hall, abutsthe west dde of the sanctuary within the
hipped roof extenson onthe west Sde of the building. Itissmdler in plan than the sanctuary and hes alower celling.
A large Venetian window in the west exterior wall isits mogt distinguishing feature (IMAGE 5). A drop ceiling hes
been ingtaled concedling the original wood ceiling open to the rafters of the hipped roof An devated goeceonthe
north sde of the room is concedled from view by arolling partition similar to those between the two main rooms.
Although used &s a private meeting room or office, itsdevated position and overhead door dso would have alowed
it to function as a gagefor programs or performances. A door in the rear (north) end of the assambly room linksto a
passageway in the rear of the gpsethat provides acoessto the rear of the pulpit area, the orgarvchoir |oft, and sore
rooms. A kitchen and dining areais located in the basament, which is reeched by stairs from the reer of the assambly
room and from two exterior entries.

Archaeological Description

No ancient Native American dtes are known on the church property or in the generd area (within one mile).
Environmenta characterigtics in the church locale do not generdly represent locational criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximit>' to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of ancient stes. The presence of urban land soil assodiaions in
this areaof New Bedford indicates naturally occurring soil characterigtics and topography that have either been obscured
or destroyed by urban worksand structures. While the parcd is presently characterized by leve to moderatdy doping
topography, origina land surfaces in the area may have bean different. Natural soilsin the areamight o have bemn

well drained; however, these degpodits have been destroyed by church construction. The church is aso located well over
1,000 feet from the nearest wetlands. New Bedford Harbor is located approximately 0.75 milesto the eest and
Buttonwood Brook one mile to the west. Additional sreams, brooks, and ponds may have been filled or diverted to
bdow ground culverts by urban deve opment.

(continued)
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Given the above information, the potentia for locating significant archaeological resources on the church property, both
ancient Native American and historic, is low. Church congtruction, which included a basament and covered nearly the

entire smdl lot (approximately 0.10 acres), would have destroyed any archaeological resources located on the property.
No higtoric land use hes bean identified on the property prior to construction of the Union Baptist Church in 1899.

(end)
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8. Statement nf Signifip.anr.e

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JLA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical RRfprpnr.es

_Bristol MA _
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITFCTURF
FTHNIC HISTORY

RELIGION

Period of Significance

Significant Dates
1899

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder

Nathaniel Cannon Smith, architect

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
__ State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
)L Other
Name of repository:
Union Baptist Church archives
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The Union Baptist Church is historically significant as an enduring religiousinstitution assodiated with New Bedford's
people of color and their role in the history of the city. The church isthe outgrowth of the city's oldest African American
church and as itsonly African American Baptist congregation. 1t isthe successor of the New Bedford church mogt closdly
assodaed with fugitivesfrom American davery, who formed an unusudly large proportion of the loca population of
African descent. Some of those surviving fugitives and their descendants helped found Union Baptist in 1895. In addition,
its congregation included a notable number of Cgpe Verdeans, who, by marrying African American membasof the
congregation, abandoned their native Catholicism and saved as exceptions to the separaion popularly percaived to exist
between the two groups. The church isdso architecturadly significant. With its cornersone laid in 1899, the building was
designed by Nathanid Cannon Smith, New Bedford's mog prominent architect a the turn of the 20™ century. One of
Smith's very rare commissons for areligious facility, the church was desgned in Smith's charecterisic Shingle Style
with Colonial Revival features. The sanctuary hes an auditorium plan with an open truss-work ceiling and large arched
window on adreat facade. The complex, modem, plan incdudes assambly and meeting rooms, as well as a sscondary
Foaeoes and two entry vestibules. Union Baptist Church retains integrity of location, setting, design, feeling, and
asodidion and thus meats National Regider Criteria A and C a the local level, as well as CriteriaCondderation A for a
religious property.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

As its name suggests. Union Baptist Church reunified two African American Baptist congregations that hed split nearly
four decades earlier. The first of those. Second Baptist Church, itself split off from New Bedford's earliest African
American church, African (later Third) Chrigtian Church, founded in 1826 by African American mambearsof the city's
First Chrigtian Church.' In 1844 nineteen members of this church Ief* to form the second congregeation to affiliate with the
Baptist Church in the city, and was the first Baptist church founded by and for people of African desoent. According to
one loca higtorian, these nineteen left because they "held sentiments of Calvinist Baptists," presumably among them the
notion of predestination, of inevitable savation for the dect and damnation for al others”

Beyond that belief, why these people of African desoent should have chosen to become a Baptist congregation is unclear.
Since the Revolutionary era, Baptists and Methodists were the mog gpt of all denominations to prosdytize among and
acoept people of color for membership, and the Baptist church hed developed an early foothold in Boston. Founded in
1805, the African Meeting House was the first African Baptist church inthe North, and the first African American church
in the city. Moreover, African American Baptist churches hed existed in the South since the Revolution, and the notably
large number of southern-born African Americans in 19" -century New Bedford had a significant role in the church's
founding, population, and pardgence”

Loca higtorians have identified fifteen of the nineteen founders of Ssoond Baptist Church—Richard and Martha Johnson,
Levin and Harriet Betts, Sarah Quinn, Henry (later William Henry) and Hannah Johnson, John Butler, Peter and Agnes

(continued)

Third Chrigian Churdh dosed in 1850, Initslegt years it bacame known as Free Will Baptist Church. Sze Leonard Balles Ellis,
Higory of New Bedford and Its Vidnity, 1602-1892 (Syrecuss, NY: D. Maan & Co,, 1892), 563-64.
~N'Higory of the New Bedford Churdnes Seoond Baptist (Colored)),” New Bedford Slandard, 5 Odiober 1854, 2:4.
Weter H. Brooks "Evolution of the Negro Baptis Church,” Journa of Negro Higtory 1, 1 (1922): 17.
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Nelson, Elizabeth Williamson, William and Amelia Piper, and the Pipers daughters Amelia Fiper and Sareh Fiper
Rashur. All but Hannah Johnson, who was a Massachusstts native and aNarregansett Indian, had been bom in the South;
of the thirteen who camefrom the South, five were from Richmond, Virginia, where an African Baptist Missonary
Society hed been formed in 1815."

From the beginning Second Baptist Church was intimately assodiated with people endaved in the South who hed escaped
to the North. Among the founders, William Henry Johnson and his mother Harriet Betts, probably the family of William
Piper, and possibly otherswere fugitives, and the church's first two pagtors were as well. Thefirst, Thomas U. Allen, hed
bean aminiger of Richmond's First African Baptist Church until 1843, when the congregation granted his request to
move to Bogton to work as a"foreign missonary." At that time, according to church minutes, "Bro. Allen isthe property
of an orphan child whose guardian hes obtained leave of the Court to digpose of him for the sum of $600," and the
congregation pledged to contribute what it could to purchese his freedom. Allen left the South before he hed raised the
money, and was thus still endaved when he came to New Bedford.'

When Allen left Ssoond Baptist Church in 1847, the fugitive Edmund Kelley sucoseded him. Kelley left a Baptist church
in Columbia, Tennessee, under circumgtances very similar to Allen's: upon learning that Kelley was "about to be sold,”
his congregation tried unsuccessfully to purchase his freedom. He left Tennesssewith anote from his insolvent owner that
he might preach anywhere in the United States, on the condition that he return when caled to do 0. Kelley heeded for
Boston, and he accepted the ministry & New Bedford's Second Baptist in September 1848. His congregation in Tennessee
afterward hdped him buy hiswife and four children out of davery; infact, Kelley resgned his New Bedford pagorate on
1 May 1851 "in order to securethe freedom of my family from davery," presumably through afund-raising tour that
would take him away from the church too often. Hisfamily arrived in New Bedford on 30 May, and the next day Kelley
formally married hiswife Pardee. During the 1850sKelley again served as Second Baptist's padtor for severd years ad
he died in New Bedford in 18%4.*

After Kelley left, the Second Baptist ministry was filled by visiting pastors, among them in 1851 William Jackson (1819-
1900), who returned as the church's settled minister in 1855. Jackson, who was born free in Norfolk, Virginia, moved to
Philaddlphia in the early 1840s and became pagtor a& Oak Street Baptist Church in West Philaddphiain 1842. Though he
did misson work with other churches in the region, he remained in his Philade phia pastorate until 1851, when he came to
New Bedford. Jackson's documented involvement with fugitives began about a month after the Fugitive Save Act

(continued)

Brooks, "Negro Baptig Church," 17. Founda's are identified in C. Dudey Onley, "Connectiond Higtory," Twenty-Ffth Anniversary
of the SHam Baptig Church, New Bedford, Mass 1858-1833. Deoarbar 7 to 12 (New Bedford: Shamen & Purrington, printers,
' Minutes of FHrg African Beptigt Church, Richmond, VA, 5 March 1843, Library of Virginia, Richmond. The minutes of 6 April
1845 date thet Allen's resignation as a desoon of the Ridhmond dhurch hed been gpproved, that he goparently wes nat to be sat es"a
missonay to Africa," ad that "he hed found employment as a pedor in New Bedford Mass"
* A Family Redeamedfrom Bondege, Beng Rev. Edmond Kdley, (the Author), His Wife, and Four Children (New Bedford: Published
by the Author, Comer of Cader and Middle Srets 1851) recounts his bondege, excape, and lifein fresdom. See Masssdhusts Vitd
Satidics for his New Bedford mariage and degth records
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became law in September 1850, when he wiss arrested for taking part in an effort to rescue afugitive named William
Henry Taylor. Jackson and others were charged with conspirecy to kidnap Taylor and to convey him to "some unknown
quarter" without the consent or knowledge of those "who claimed his lega custody.” In alater account of hislife Jackson
clamed that he led the "rescue party,” which hed disguised Taylor inwomen's clothes and moved him on to Caneda

Jeckson's friendsobtained awrit of habess corpusto secure his rdlessefrom jail, and he soon after left Philade phiafor
New England. Hewas ingtalled as pastor of Sscond Baptist Church in April 1855—the fugitive William Ferguson sang a
hymn a the ceremony—and  his documented assganceto fugitivesbegan dmos immediately upon arriva ™ Thefourth
and fifth persons Jackson received into Second Baptist church were Ellen Saundersand Thomeas Price, both documented
fugitives. Other membersidentified as fugitives who joined Sscond or the later Sdem Baptist congregations included
Ferguson, William Winters, James Pritlow, Anthony Loney, Caroline Martin, Harriet Johnson Betts; in addition Levin
Betts, Mary Blair, and Charles and James Thomas were probably fugitives.' It islikely that the collection"for the benefit
of personsescaping from davery” in one of the city's churches in December 1855 took place a Ssoond Baptist, and by
March 1856 Jackson and severd other New Bedford men of color crested a"Vigilant Aid Society” to help fugitives
passing through or settling inthe city. One of the society's first actions was to cagtigate publicly Bethd African Methodist
Episcopa Church for "shutting its doors againg a society, which hes for its object the fundamenta principles of the
Gogpd, and aidsthe poor ranting fugitive out of the dutches of wicked human bloodhounds, and given him a crugt of
breed and acup of cold water, and bids him God oesd on his way from the prison-house of bondage""" Jackson'sjoumal
mekescdear that he knew Philade phia fugitive assgant William Still, and it is probable that he worked with Still to move
fugitives northward. Hisjournal entry for 14 June 1857 probably documents his involvement in one fugitive cas= "I have
dureing [sic] the pagt wesk been very successful in helping two men to obtain their freedom one from Washington [sic]
and one from Kentuckey [sic]."" Jackson's churches, both Sscond Baptist and Sdem Baptist, gpopear to have been the
churches of choice for New Bedford's fugitive population, which by most accounts ranged from three hundred to seven
hundred.”*

Philaddphia Ledger quated in Nationa Anti-Savery Siandard, 24 Odidber 1850; thenks to Chrigopher Deamorg, Fiends
Hidoricd Library, Svathmore, PA, for thisartide emall to author, 8 April 2005. William Jadkson, "A Memair of William
Jeckaon," exoat from William Jadkson to Rev. Edgar M. Levy, 8 March 1899, privete collection. Levy wes are of the men who
ssoured the wrrit to rdeese Jackson.

* On Jackson'singdlation, sse New Bedford Republicen Standard, 12 April 18% Sandad, 2:4, and 19 April 1855, 2:3.

On Saudas s William Still, The Underground Railroad (1871; reprint, Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1970), 281-85; an
Price s2 New Bedford Ovarsears of the Poor Reoords 1:123, New Bedford Free Public Library; on Pritlow sse F. N. Boey e dl.,
God Meade Man, Man Made the Save: The Autobiogrgphy of George Teamch (Macon, GA: Meoar Universty Press 1990), 109, on
Winters s Horatio T. Srothers The Underground Railroad in Connedticut (Middletown, CT: Wedeyan Universty Press 1962),
104. On Loney s Still, Underground Railroad, 114; on Martin s Still, Underground Railroad, 336-46. Hariet Johrson Betts wes
the erdaved mather of William Henry Johnson, who escgped with him from Richmond in 1833; sse Johnson's obituary in New
Bedford Evening Slandard, 19 Decambar 1896. On Ferguson s the aooournt of his escgpe ad lifein New Bedford Standard Times
15 May 1910, ad New Bedford Ovassas of the Poor Records 1:122. Like Kelley, Ferguson formdly married hiswife Nancy, with
whom he escgpad, in New Bedford in 1850.

Se "Rublic Medtings™ Liberator, 14 March 1856.

" Kahryn Grover, The Fugitive's Gibratar: Escaping Saves and Abdlitionism in New Bedford, Massadhusdts (Amhas: Universty
of Masssdhusdtis Ress 2001), 255-56.

Many contemparary acoounts dite the greet number of fugitives in New Bedford, but specific etimeates gopear in"A City of
Refuge™ Bogon Chronatype, reprinted in New Bedford Republican Standard, 1 Novembar 1850, Cardline Weston, New Bedford, to
Wendd| Phillips, 9 Feoruary 1845, Anti-Savery Collection, Departmant of Rare Books and Manustripts, Bogon Public Library; ad
Jares B. Congdon, "The Colored Populaion of New Bedford," 1863, Paul Cuffe Pgpas New Bedford Free Public Library. On
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In the spring of 1858 agenerd revival swept over the city's African American churches. Thirty-two people, of atotal of
124 converted during that time, joined Second Baptist, and by the fall its membership sood a 250 people, or roughly a
quarter of the official population of color in 1855 But the church was on the brink of schiam. That October afaction in
the church accused Jackson of financial mismanagement, but arapidly convened ecclesiagtical council of dergy and "lay
brethren” ruled that the charge had no foundation and that they saw no reeson for him not to remain as Ssoond Baptist's
pedar.™*  Still, Jackson resgned about three weeks later, and aletter sgned by "75 to 100 persons’ asked to be dismissed
a the same time. After "sharp discussion,” anewspgper account dated, their request was gpproved.” In the end ninety-
five people from Second Baptist, including some who hed founded Sscond Baptist Church in 1844, |eft and formed Sdem
Baptist Church with Jackson as their pagtor. By 1885 Sdem Baptist Church had 193 members and avery active Sunday
Schoal thet reeched out to the children of nonmembers it had 155 dudents and twelve teechersin that year.”

By the tum of the 20" century the local population of African descent had been supplemented modestly by immigrants
from the Cgpe Verde Idands, an archipeago off the coast of West Africathat had long played arole in both the
transatlantic dave trade and the whaling industry. Endaved Africanswere put to work on idand plantations, but the dry
climate and misuse of agricultura land formed a powerful push to emigrate. By 1765 American whaing vessds mede
regular dops a these idands to acquire provisonsand recruit crew.” The earliest known permanent resdent from Cepe
Verde was Josgph Antone, bom in 1797 on the idand of Seo Nicolau and who hed settled in New Bedford by 1821.
Antone was one of the origina members of the African Christian Church in 1826. Though Cgpe Verdeans were relatively
common inwhaling crews, their settlement in New Bedford was dight until the end of the 1880s and migration on alarge
dedid not begin until aout 1900. In 1900, just as the truly messmigration from Cape Verde began, there were
probably fewer than three hundred Cape Verdeans in Bristol County, whose population of color stood at about 5,700.™*

In the language of immigration studies. Cgpe Verdeans were "sojourners,” immigrants who initially came with the
intention not to settle but to earn money that would support their familiesand a better life in their native country. As a
consequence, they tended to be male: historian Marilyn Hater has determined through an andysis of passengar and crew
ligtsthat 834 % of Cgpe Verdeans coming into New Bedford between 1860 and 1934 were mae. Those who chose to

(continued)

fugitives in New Bedford se Grover, Fugitives Gibrdtar. | there were saven hundred fugitives in New Bedford in 1850, they would
have formed an unlikdy 70 peroart of city's recorded African Amaican populaion, though many probably escgped the natice of
federd caas tekers

New Bedford Republican Standard, 8 April 1858, 1:2 Onley, "Connectiond Higtory."
7 Haw Bedford Republican Standard, 2\ October 1858, 15 ad 28 October 1853, 3:1.
‘Mbid., 11 Novaembe 1858,2:1.

Twenty-FHfth Anniversary of the Sdem Beptist Church, New Bedford, Mass 1858-1883. Decamber 7 to 12 (New Bedford: Shamen
& PRurrington, 1885), unpeginated.
" S Hmo Paud Hohmen, The American Whdaman: A Siudy of Life and Labor in the Wheling Industry (New Y ork/Londory
Toronto: Longmans Grean ad Co,, 1928), 28, ad Marilyn Helter, Bawean Rece and Ethnicity: Cgpe Vadean Amgican
Immigrants 1860-1965 (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press 1993), 2-4.
" S Hidoricd Gamus Browser, Universty of Virginia Library Web Ste, http:/ffisher.lib.virginiaedwoollections/'satshiscensus
The 1900 caaLs diginguishes baiwean "negro” populaion and "all colored population,” which latter ssas to have induded foreign-
bom paople of color. In that year 2,749 "negro” mees and famdes were lided as Bristol County resdents whilethe"al colored
populaion” wes 3004, a difference of 265 pasons
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stle and wished to marry thus encountered adearth of CgpeVerdean femaes. In her Folk-lore from the Cape Verde
Idands (1923), besd on field work in New Bedford and other New England places, the anthropologist Else Clews
Parsons noted, "Asarule the Idand immigrants are married to their own country-women, of whom there are
comparatively few, or they live cdibate. *°

Despite the fact that Cgpe Verdeans tended to think of themsalves as Portuguese upon their arrival in the United States,
they were systematicaly excluded from institutions crested and supported by white Portuguese, including Portuguese
Catholic churches, and conggned to the same low-wagejobs as African Americans hed historically been™' By 1906 Cgpe
Veadeans in New Bedford had founded Our Lady of the Assumption church, the oldest Cgpe Verdean Catholic church in
North America But intermarriage with African American women brought Cgpe VVerdean men, and ultimately the children
of these couples, into African American Protestant churches. In 1852, for example, the Cegpe Verdean blacksmith Miguel
A. Fortes married Mary Bush, bom in the Digtrict of Columbia, and the daughter of African American fugitive assdant
William Bush. Fortes and his wife were members of Sdem Baptist, and in 1872 Miguel Fortes was ordained adescon of
the church. Similarly, in 1850 Cgpe Verdean ssamen Emanud Reese married Madeline Williams, the daughter of John H.
Williams, who had come to New Bedford from the "Eadt Indies," and Charlotte Quanwell, an Afro Indian whose family
hed lived in the New Bedford areasince the 1700s Maddine Reeseand Mary Fortes were among the ninety-five who hed
left Seoond Baptist to creste Sdem Baptist, and both were aso founding members of Union Baptist Church in 1895.

A Sdem Baptigt church history noted that the Sunday School's outreach arosefrom the fact that "there were very few
children among the ninety-six members™ acircumaance that could have been due to the exodus of young people from the
city or negligible immigration or both. After growing hedlthily before the Civil War, the population of African descent
increesad only dightly afterward. Inthe four decadesbetween 1820 and 1860, New Bedford's African American
population grew from 203 to 1,518 persons. In the four decades between 1860 and 1900 it grew only from 1,518 to 1,685
people, and the proportion of loca population people of African descent occupied declined from 6.8 to 2.6 %. Stagnetion
in the population may have motivated, a leedt in part, the merger of the city'stwo African American Baptist
congregations into Union Baptist Church.

Early in 189 Ssoond Baptist and Sdem Baptistjointly formed two committees. The first was an advisory board
composed of the pagtorsof New Bedford's First Baptist and North Churches and representatives of the Satewide Baptist
convention. The advisory board oversaw the second, a"reconciliation committeg” probably compossd of members of both
churches In March the reconciliation met to discussand merger, and on 18 April 1895 the congregations incorporated a
new church. Union Baptist. Initially fourteen people from Sscond Baptist and forty-six from Sdem became members, and
within months another thirty-nine members of both churches hed joined the congregation; church higtories list seventy-
nine founding members. While the congregation begen to raise fundsfor a new sanctuary, services were held dtemately

a Soond Baptidt's sanctuary on Middle Siret and Sdem Baptist on North Sixth Street. The lagt service a Second

Baptist Churchwas on 1 July 1896, the lagt & Sdem on 21 July 1899,

Early in 1896 the Union Baptist congregation hired Ephram H. MacDonad, aminister then serving in Detroit, to sarve es
itsfirst settled pastor, and MacDonald helped lead the driveto build the new church. In September that year New

(continued)

Hdter, Bawemn Raoe and Ethnicity, 46-47.
* Ibid., 7-8.
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Bedford's Swedish Baptist Mission bought Sscond Baptist Church for $3,200. For $1,100 the congregation aso sold two
housesand lots on nearby Kempton Sireet that had been |eft to Sdem Baptist Church by Levin and Harriet Johnson Betts,
and by August 1899 Union Baptist trustees had sold the Sdem Baptist Church sanctuary and lot for about $7,600 In
addition, between January 1896 and September 1900 hundreds of individuals and some organizations donated $1,450 to
the building campaign. With fundsfrom these and other sources, the Union Baptist congregation bought alot & the corner
of Cedar and Court Streets, in the heart of the oldest and largest African American neighborhood in New Bedford. The
cornargone for the building was laid in 1899, and when construction was complete the congregation held a week-long
dedication celeébration, from 25 Marchto 4 April 1900. "Visiting clergyman from far and neer"—one of them William
Jeckson—attended and gpoke a the event; Jackson died in New Bedford just six weeks lae " The pulpit fumiturein the
new church had been Sscond Baptist's, while the table in the church vestibule had earlier been a Sdem Baptist Church.

Union Baptist's founding members mirrored in many ways the membership of its two predecessor congregations. Like the
group who created Second Baptist Church in 1844, Union Baptist's founders were overwhelmingly bom in southern
dates Fifty of the sixty-eight original memibers whose birthplaces are documented were from the South—thirty one of
them from Virginia (including eight each from Richmond and Norfolk), saven from the District of Columbia, six from
North Carolina, and six from other southern gtates. Only nine of these sixty-eight personswere bom in Massachustts ad
another Sx were born dsawhere in the North; of thosefifteen, sx had parentswho were bom in the South. Three
membasof the church were from Cgpe Verde. In addition, the daughter of one African American membe hed married a
Cape Verdean, and two American-born women were the daughters of Cepe Verdeen men. Sevard African American
members married men of African descent &lso not born inthe United States: Angelina Fortes, the daughter of Mary Bush
and Migued Fortes, married JamesH. Magnett, born on the South Atlantic idand of . Hdena, Emma Fierce, bom in New
Bedford, was the second wife of Benjamin C. Meagnett of S. Heleng, and Rhoda Wainer, descendant of a family that
sitled in southeestern Massachusetts by the mid-1700s, married the Barbadian Samud Henry. The mothers of two
founding members Louise Arrick and Maddine Peesg, hed married Hawaiian-born men. Like Cgpe Veadean mdes, these
idanders surdy cameto New Bedford aboard whaling vessdls as al were a different times recruiting and provisioning
dations for the indudtry.

(continued)

" In his will of 28 January 1862, Levin Betts left houses ad lotsa 68 and 201 Kempton Stredt, together vaued & two thousand
dallars, to hiswife Harriet and her son William Hary Johnson; &t thair degths the properties weare to be left to Sdem Baptig Church.
Brigol County Regider of Probate, 1866. Ephyaim H. McDondd & d., tmaiess of Union Baptis Church, to F. William Oedting, 9
Augugt 1899, Bristol County Regidry of Desdls 205:420. In 18%6 Sdem Baptigt directed James E- Resd, Jares H. Magnett, ad
William H. Carey to sdl the church's building and land on North Sixth Street for a leegt $14,000, the proceads to go into the Union
Baptigt building fund. Desds indicate that no offer that high wes forthcoming. Oeding wes ane of three ovnas of Adlley ad Hece
Clothing Compary on William Stret in Nev Bedford, For ddtals about the sdle of the Betts and Sdem Baptist proparties sse Brigol
County Desrls 187:522, 189:61, 199:324, and 199493,

MIksn hed saved es Sdam Baptis Church's padtor fromits aregtion in 1888 until 8 June 1863, when heresgned to become a
cheplain & Readville the camp a which Massadhusatss Union troops trained. Massachusdits Governor Jon Albion Andrew
gopointed Jackson ad enather New  Bedford deric, William Grimes, in March as dternating pod dhgplains When the Fifty-fifth wes
formed from the surfeit of men who hed enliged in the Fifty-fourth Regimeant, thefirst official African Ameican regment inthe
Union Army, Andrew nemed Jeckson chigplain of the Fifty-fifth. Jadkson returned to New Bedford on 30May 1864 ad saved again
& Sdam'sminiger until 1870, when he acogoted a minidry in Providence Rhode Idand. How long he saved there, and whether he
worked in the minigry afterward, is not yet known. S VirginiaM. Adams ed.. On the Altar of Fresdom: A Bladk Soldier’s Civil
Wa Letesfrom the Front (Amhers: University of Massedhusdts Rress 1991), 11 n. 13, Edwin S Redkey, "Black Cheplansinthe
Union Army," Civil Wa Higtory 33, 4 (1987): 332.
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In mogt ingances (forty-six of fifty), evidence exigs to determine when southem-bom members of Union Baptist Church
migrated and settled in New Bedford. The majority, or twenty-nine of forty-six, hed been in New Bedford snce before the
Civil War, while seventeen had come to the city afterward. The numbers, though small, suggest the continued gpped of
New Bedford as a place to settle. African American migration from the South to the North between 1870 and 1900 did not
greetly dter the proportion of southern African Americansto all African Americans: 90.5 %of al African Americans

lived in the South in 1870, while 89.7 % lived there in 1900. But growth of the African American population over these
three decades was profound, climbing from 13,947 in 1870 to 31,974 in 1900—a rate of growth of nearly 130 %—which,
when compared to a 79 % increase in African American population in the South, suggeststhe goped of Massachusetts es
well.

More definitively, however, the greater number of pre-Civil War migrants among the southern-born founding members of
Union Baptist Church suggeststhe predominance of what may be cdled "old families® in Union Baptist Church, African
Americans who had been in New Bedford for decedesand can be presumed to have assmilated in some meeare into
northern culture”™ Church historian C. Dudley Onley gated that "many of New Bedford's well-known colored families®
hed atended Sdem Baptist Church—Robert and Parthenia Harris Carter, Caedonia Dandridge Thome, the Fipers, the
John D. Hayden family, the William Ferguson family, John and Senora Lee, and James and Emma Tumer. Of the
families Onley identified, only the Haydens and possibly Parthenia Carter and Senora Lee had come to New Bedford
during or after the Civil War. *

Other families prominent in the local African American community and, indeed beyond, were founding members of
Union Baptist Church. William H. Carney . (1840-1908), who achieved nationwide fame for his bravery during the
Fifty-fourth Regiment's assault on Fort Wagner in 1863, was a founder and longtime member, as were hiswife Susanneh
Williams Camey, their daughter Clara, his dger Mary (who married the Cape Verdean mariner Josgph Mindo in 1864),
and hiswife's gepmother. Love P. Williams. Carney and his parentsand siblingswere all fugitives, and he was the first
person of African descent to win the Congressond Medd of Honor. For many yearsthe flag that drgped Camey's coffin
a hisfuneral in 1908 hung in Union Baptist Church. James E. Reed, bom in Wington, North Caroling, in 1864, came to
New Bedford with his father's family about 1873, and later married Anna E. Jourdain, whose family hed lived in New
Bedford dnce the early 1830s Read was among the city's foremost photographers, and aso worked for the
Commonwedth of Massachusetts on an early and innovative project to meke photogtatic copies of Saterecords”™ Reed
was the first superintendent of Union Baptist Church's Sunday school, organized in 1895.

The greet-grandchildren of Union Baptist founding member Miriam Sedswere dso accomplished. Elijah Knox, the
brother of well-known fugitive Harriet Jacobs, was in New Bedford by 1867 and hed taken as his ssoond wife Julia Seds

(continued)

Thefamilies of Anthory Jourdain and William Bush, rdated by marriage, hed bean in New Bedford dnce the mid-1830s ad late
18405 respectivdy, but both were rdated through Jourdain's wife, Hgossbath Johnson, to Jonethen Cuffe, the brother of renowned
mainer Pau Cuffe. The Cuffe family hed lived in the region 9nce the mid-1700s

Jon D. Hayden care to New Bedford in 1863, Pathenia Harris married Rabat H. Cater in 183 in New Bedford, ad Saxa
Legs parats hed moved to the city from West Virginia by 1870.

Red worked as the Massachusatts Siatle House Photodat Oparetor from 1914, when he hed dosad his photogrgphy businessin New
Bedford, until 1934. The Photogat wes an early photocopier arested about 1911 by two Rodhedter, New Y ork, compenies it wes a
large camaa thet projected and aregted imeges on ralls of sendtized pepear. The photogrgphic prooess wies ultimatdy replaced inthe
190s by dectrodatic phatocopying, or xerogrgphy.
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Miriam Sedlssdaughter. Knox'sthree grandsons all achieved nationa prominence. William Jacob Knox Jr. (1904-95)
wes the first African American to receive adoctorate in chemigry from the Massachusdtts | ndtitute of Technology,
became a ressarcher on the Manhattan Project, and then secured some twenty-seven patents during hiswork for Easman
Kodak Company. Lawrence Howland Knox (born 1906), dso a Ph.D. chemigt, worked with his brother William on the
Manhaitan Project. Clinton Everett Knox (1908-80) received aPh.D. from Harvard and worked for the U.S. Department
of Sateafter the Second World War; he later sarved as ambassador in Paris, Honduras, Benin, and Haiti.

In Sgotember 1921 the church ceremonialy burned its mortgage. The seventy-four-year-old MarthaJames formerly a
member of the Sdem Baptist congregation and then the oldest living member of the Union Baptist congregation, lit the
metch for the event. Union Baptist continued to attract membearswho mirrored the composition of the city's population of
African desoant as awhole—principally descendantsof familiesthat had lived in New Bedford snce before the Civil
War, migrants from the South, and Cgpe Verdeans. In 1948 Issec Gracia, born in Massachusettsto Cape Verdean parents
and married to awoman whose father was born in &. Helena, was one of the church's four trustees, and a leest seven
membars of church committees and auxiliary groups were of Cape Verdean descent. Henry P. Onley, descendant of a
family that had been members of Sdem and had lived in New Bedford Snce the mid-1850s, was ancther trustee. The
organigt a Union Baptist Church that year was Bertha Y oungblood, the granddaughter of Second and Sdem Baptist
pagor William Jackson. And Union Baptist remained the home of descendants of the Jourdain, Dandridge, Fortes, Carter,
and Red families, al antebdlum families. By its centennid in 1995, 170 people, dmogt all of African descent, were
membasof Union Baptis Church/™

ARCHITECTURAL BACKGROUND

Union Baptist Church is one of only two religious building in New Bedford known to have bean designed by
Nathanie Cannon Smith (1866-1943), New Bedford's mog active and prominent architect of the period. Builtin
1899, it precedes the TiferesIsradl Synagogue located & 42 S Sixth Street, which Smith desgned in 1924. Because
of itsscde and function, the church is adigtinctive example of the Shingle Style in New Bedford, which was
enormoudy popular in the city because of the long tradition of that exterior materia semming beck to itsoriginsas
an 18+ century whae port. Shingle siding is acommon feeture of coagtd architecture in New England and Long
Idand, ad it became even more pronounced inthe 20* century as it became imbued with Colonial Revival
sentiments. New Bedford was no exception. Still, itwas an unusud materia for churches, which were generdly
masonry construction, and this may reflect the economy employed inthe design and building of the Union Baptist
Church.

The redrained exterior form of the church is not entirely out of scde and character with the | Vi- and 2-gory wood
frame dwellingsin the West End. Its cross-gableroof and domesic-scdle entrances and windowsare a0 congdent
with its neighborhood context. The 3-gory bell tower with pyramida roof isthe mogt pronounced church festure.
However, the church is quite spacious and grand inside. The small sasnctuary is distinguished by atrusswork ceiling
and art glasswindows on the two dreet walls. An assambly room or fellowship hall islocated on the west Sde of the
sanctuary, with the common partition composed of three overhead track doors congtructed with wood dats, which
alow for the two rooms to be combined for larger occasons. This movedble divider is reminiscent of devices usd in
Quaker meeting houses Thiswell-designed but modest church indicates the respectable but continued sgparate gatus

(continued)

% "The Churdhgoer Visits: Union Baptist Church,” New Bedford Sandard-Times, 9 May 199%.
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people of color hed achieved inthe New Bedford community, as well as the pride and enthusiaam they hed for their
re-united church and their West End community. Initscurrent setting. Union Baptist Church isan ingtitutional
survivor of the urban renewd of the West End, which gutted the center of this neighborhood, and isatangible
reminder of the close-knit nature of the West End.

Nathanid Cannon Smith was born in New Bedford on January 18, 1866, the son of William T. and Cardline A.
Brownell) Smith. William T. Smith was a merchant and amember of the New Bedford Common Council. After
graduating from the local high school in 1885, Nathaniel studied wood engraving with E.G. Dobbins. He hed decided
on acares in architecture by the time he entered the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, where he gpprenticed with Henri
Duray. Upon retuming to New Bedford, Smith entered into an active practice designing civic and domegtic buildings.
His locad commissons include the George Emerson Building, the New Bedford Textile Schoal, the Socum Building,
and the Times and Olympia buildings, the Clarence A. Cook School. Smith was aso the architect for the expanson
and converson of the old Town Hall into the New Bedford Free Public Library. He aso desgned socores of houses in
the city, many in the Shingle Style, which cdebrated New Bedford's Colonia pedt and its sudained preferencefor
wood shingle siding. In 1897 Smith married Alice M. Adams, and he taught architectural desgn a the Swain School
of Dedgn in New Bedford.™

(end)

" Thisinformation wes didtilled from an inventory form reseerchad and written by Reggy Maddros for the New Bedford
Office of Higoric Presarvetion in 1981. The propaty wes alage Shingle Style house Nathenid C. Smith desgned for Janie
Ghbbs Grinndl in 1904 ad located & 32 Mgdle Sret. (S Fom # 45-322)
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Sanctuary interior from NW, detail of ceiling truss work
Meeting room interior from SE
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