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This old building is located about two miles north of Mission
San Gabriel at 1120 01d Mill Road, San Marino, California.

It is a two-story structure of heavy masonry with a clay tile
roof Eiferior Walls are covered with cement 1ime plaster.
In designing the mill, Father Zalvidea pioneered the use_of a
horizontal, direct impulse waterwheel,  Bullt by Mission
Indians under the supervision of the Majordomo, the mill was
finished about 1816 in the Spanish tradition. Cement and
lime were locally made. The 5' thick lower walls and founda-
tions are of quarried volcanic stones and are strengthened ~
by corner buttresses, The upper walls, 3' thick, and the
arched water chambers are of fired, hand-made’ adobe brick.

The tile roof 1is supported by a wood frame structure,

The grist mill was operated by water brought by means of a
cement lined ditch from Kewan and Los Robles Canyons., Water
was stored 1n a cistern along the west wall, released into
the water chamber through the thick wall at the bottom by
means of a narrow spout to pour horizontally against the
buckets of the waterwheel. A vertical shaft connected the
wheel directly with the mill stones on the second fIdor where

the meal was ground. There are two arched wheel chambers.

Later day owners have converted the "0l1d Mill" into a
comfortable residence with French doors, a fireplace and a
front portico. In converting the "0l1d Mill1l" into a residence,
no structural changes in the original walls and partitions
were made, As far as possible, primitive methods and materials
were used, Details of the work are shown on drawings deposited
in the 8S8an Marino public library.
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San Marino.

it somewhat for private use.

The q%d Mill, E1 Molino Viejo, was designed by Father Zalvidea,
and¥uilt of heavy masonry to serve Mission San

Gabriel. It -

was built sometime between 1810 and 1816. When another mill
was built nearer the mission, the old mill was gradually
abandoned and passed from mission control. Subsequent owners
used the building for varied purposes, among the owners being
Henry E. Huntington, who restored the structure while modifying
Today it is owned by the City of
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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