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1. Name of Property
historic name East Main Street Cemetery

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number_ East Main Street _ not for publication
city or town Dalton vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Berkshire code 003 zip code 01226

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, hereby certify that this,"\inomination
« request for detemnination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties n the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part60. n my opinion, the property
)djneets » does not me et” National Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this property be coisidered significant

» rationally « statewide BA|ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Siot*a’ure of certifying official/Title Judith B. "Donough, Executive Director he
Mapsad”usetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, herSDy certify that this property is: Sgnatwife of the Keeper Date of Action
[entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» detemiined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



East Main Street Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State X site
public-Federal _ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY: cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Narrative Description

Berkshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
building
sites
structures
_ Objects
1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY: cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

wadlls

roof

other stone, metal

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION ~

Ddton's Bz Main Sregt Cavday is agmdl (two aores) graveyard typica of eghteanth-ocentury
family or neghbarhood burid grounds Approximaidy 256 markars orfragmentsof markers (induding
footgones), ranging from 1781 to 1895, are visble today. About 200 of them are legibly marked with
nemes ad dates the ramainder ae ether illegible, or are avdl gones that are unmarked or only marked
with initids. Many of these amdl gones are probably footstones afew mey mak the graves of parsons who
could nat afford larger heeddones Lad out with an eyeto practicality rather then landscgpe design, the
gaveyad issg up in twenty-four irregular rows averaging a dozen markea's per row, mog of them dmple
tablet heeddiones carved of marble and smilar in Sze and scde The cametery boedts only a few
monumentd markesfor some of its more prominent families. The graveyard recdls the time of Dahon's
first settlement, when the deed were often buried in a smply laid out plot of ground st asdefroma
family's farmland. (Ssephotos 1, 2, ad 3)

Eag Main Srest forms part of adate highway (Route 8) leedingfromConnecticut through
westem Massachusdtts north to Vermont. A broed, wdl-traveded rurd route, the roed takes on the agpect of
awide suburben resdentid dreet as it goproeches Ddton's town center. Hames around the Eagt Main
Sregt Carday tend to be medium-zed mid-ningleanth to late twentieth-century single-family resdences
st on wdl-maintained, goadous latsand shedad by maturefrees. The terrain dopes dowrwardfromthe
north 9de of Eagt Main Sfregt, through the cametary, and down toward the Housatonic River, 0 that homes
aooss the dredt (to the north)fromthe camaary are somenhat devatedfromthelevd of the dreet. The
camday itsdf Stson atwo-aore parcd of land thet dgpes gently downfromthe roed toward a woods of
mixed evargrean and dedduous trees. Undergrowth of periwinkles (vincaminor), a popular éghteanth ad
ningeenthrcentury perennid, hes gone wild and now blankets thewoods providing a bad<ground of glossy
dak gremn leaves with degp purple flowers in the garingtime. The woods provide a buffer bewean the
camday and the Chambalain Flayground laid out & the bese of thehill to the south of the cemetery. On its
northem edge the camday is bounded by a modamn chanHink fence (Ssephoto 1)

The graveyard Shons little evidence of landscaping or design efforts on the part of its crestors
Hve subgantid freedumps indde the fence line, ancther in the southwesten quedrant, ad a severth
betwemn the twenty-ssoond and twenty-third rows of heedtones indicate that the camnelaery was onoe deded
by a nimiber of meiue trees. Tress remaining on the camday land indude a messive harse chesnut on the
southem edge, savard large pinefreesin the southesgtam comer, and agarucefreeat the essiam boimdary.
Three young Sfredt trees outdde the camaiay provide dede a the plot's northern edge Formally aopped
privet srubs flank the ceametery's two getes (one in the canter and ane & the northwest comer) and mark its
northeestern comer. (Seephoto 1) These drubs are dl that remans of a privet hedge planted dong the
camdeay's northern boundary in 1962, (The camgiary wes originadly suraimded by agtone wall, which wes
replaced by a board fence in 1846.) The camday hes noformd paths the only wakways ae the grassy
ades bawen the rows of gones Wild thyme mixed with grasses provides af ragrantlavn, carpeting the
ocamday with a here of goicy-soanted pink and purple blossoms in midckaumme.,

Thevisud focus of the camdary isits mean gate, which goans on to awide grassy adeflanked by
two souere pedetd-gyle monumants dedicated to mambas of the Chambalin family, who esablished the
camday for burid of family mambas and neghbars (about one-fifth of the cametary’s gones are dedicated
to mambas of the Chambelin family). Chambelin graves linethis centrd d@de, and are some of the largest

(continued)
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in the cemetery. (See photo 3.) The eedtern two-thirds of the ceametery contains mogt of the largest stones;
herethey are lined up quite cose together in fifteen nearly continuous rowsof pae gray markers. Asone
progresses toward the westem section of the cemetery, gravestones become more scattered and rows grow
shorter, giving the westemn portion amore open gppearance Mogt of the gonesare arranged in short family
plots st out dongrelatively sfraight rows, markers are not clustered the way they tended to be later in the
nineteenth century, as Americans moved toward picturesque cemeteries that exhibited deliberate design
dements The markers are generaly oriented facing west, o that the afternoon sun falls on the face of the
dones

Grave markers consst primarily of vertical tablets from two to five feet in height, some with
curved and scdloped tympana, others smple rectangular or arched & the top. (See photo 2.) The nearly
universa use of asimilar pae gray marble (originally white) for grave markers gives the cemetery avisud
unity. Only one gone, the newest (Mary Chamberlin [1818-1895], Row 19, #2), is mede of gray granite. It's
possible that some of the marble monuments here may have been cut from local stone. In his 1885 higtory of
Berkshire Coimty, J. E. A. Smith notes that loca stonecutters used Housatonic River valley marble in many
locd buildings and monuments. Lee, West Stockbridge, Sheffield, Lanesboro, Pittsfield, Richmond, and
New Ashford all hed quarries a the time of Smith'swriting (Smith, Vol. |, pp. 21-23)

Heedgtonesrange in age from 1781 to 1895, with markers from 1820to 1850 predominating.
While the earliest gones (those dating from 1781 to 1820) tend to be more commonly located within a
rough semi-circle centering on the Chamberlin family plot near the main gate, donesfrom later decades are
digtributed fairly evenly throughout the cemetery.

The earliest marker dates from 1781 (row 16, #3), and smply hes the initias"W. E." and the date
caved into it. Seven other sones bear eighteenth-century dates (Perez Marsh [d. 1784], Row 15 #12;
Abigail Waker (d. 1784), Row 15#11; Nancy Waterman (d. 1795), Row 14 #1; Jonathan Wright (d. 1792),
Row 22 #3; William Cady (d. 1790), Row 18, #4; Lydia Chamberlin (d. 1794), Row 15#4; William
Cleveland (d. 1799), Row 13#17), while an eighth is onlyfragmentary(Row 18, #10). The style of carving
on the last goneindicates that it may belong to the late eighteenth or very early nineteenth century. All that
remansis"In Memo— of Mrs.— A blame—", leaving the visitor to guess whether Mrs. led a
blamdess or ablameworthy life (dthough suspicion sfrongly leenstoward the former). At leest one of the
gones bearing an eighteenth-century date-that of Perez Marsh (d. 1784) --gppearsto be alater,-more
daborate gone ingdled by Marsh's son to replace what was probably asmpler marker (Row 15, #12; s
photo 6). The large white marble tablet sonethat marks Parez Marsh's grave is carved with an um, anarch
supported by pilasters, and what gppeer to be laurel boughs

The mogt daborately carved eighteenth-century soneisthat of William Cady (d. 1790) (Row 7,
#4; s photo 4). Cady's marker diplays around-faced winged soul-efFigy, afigure popular on gravestones
during the last half of the elghteenth century, but amotif that was begiiming to wane in popularity by the
time of Cady's death. The other eighteenth-century sones”e plain or are decorated with ums and willows
caved in bas-relief, showing the newer motifs that were gaining in popularity during the late eighteenth
century, as attitudes toward degth were becoming less grim and more romanticized. Some arefiirther
daborated with draperies and sarburdts, like those of Rhoda Chamberlin (d. 1837; Row 13 #12;

(continued)
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se photo 5) and her hudband, Danid. The heeddione for Hary Marsh (d. 1824; Row 4, #3) is paticularly
fine, with araisad surround shdtering an um and drgperiesin relief

Other matifsindude open books somdimes surrounded by vines like those of Naomi Hedls (d.
1829 Row 2, #5; s photo 7), Pally Frandis (d. 1808, Row 12 #6), ad Saeh Bardin (d. 1834; Row 5 #5).
Other dones digolay a centrd meddlion or cartoudhe surroimding the neme and vital information of the
deoeesd, often suramded by ylized rays vines, or scrollwork, like the gravestone for Abijah Parks (d.
1813, Row 12, #4; s phato 8). Later dones are Smply ardhed or redtangular a the top, with no carving
beddes the deosesads namg, vitd information, and an occasond epitgph. A number of amidl gones which
mey be footgones or markers for the graves of parsons with little money to goand on large monuments. are
attered anong the larger markas Soe of these amdl gones are marked with initids, which can
omdimes be corrdaed to neartly monumants athers have no markings or have logt their markings Some
discrepandes bawean the locations of heed and footsones indicate that markers have bean rdocated,
probebly in the course of replacing vanddized gones

The camatey indudes asmdl number of markear's that were probably not contemporary with the
destis of thase they commemarate but were rather placed by family mambars of the deosesed sevard years
after the adtud dete of degth, or mey sarve to memaridize people who were buried dsewhere: The messive
memoarid gones for Rarez and Sareh Marsh, for example, were probably placed by their son Henry severd
years dfter his parents deeths (e phato 6).

The cametey contains onlyfivemonumantd grave markas Two of the largest are the milarly
shgpad Chambalin monumants whichflankthe centrd entry gate (Rows 10 and 11; see phatos 3 ad 9).
Bath are in the form of heavy, squet, upward tapering pedestds with heavy comices and cgpdones ad
both datef romthe mid-ningeanth century. Ore commamorates John Chamberlin, Esquire, who died in
1861 a the age of 84 (Row 15, #1; s photo 9). The athar memaridizes Henry Chambatin (d. 1869), his
wife May (d. 1851), and E. H. Chambalin (d. 1851~probebly Hery and Mary's son; Row 14, #2).
Ancther pedestd-dyle monumat isdedicated to the Maynard family (Row 3, #1; see photo 10). Dating
from aound the same time as the Chambalin monumants the Maynard pedestd isnarrower and st onae
high plinth block, which in turn rets on a ssnddone bese A carved meddllion surrounds the Maynard
family name Svdle gones s in the ground at the bese of the mornumant bear the initids of the Maynard
family mambas

A et obdisk dedicated to the Clevdand family dands a the far end of the tenth row of
gavesones (c. 18305 Row 10, #7; s photo #12). It memoridizes the ssoond and third generaions of the
Clevdand family whofirstsatled in Ddtonin the 1760s

The mogt omate monumat is that of James W. Bardin (1824-1855; Row 2, #1; s phato 11). A tdll
pedegtd qupports atgpering cylindricd pillar encirded by awregth. An um cgos the whde monumat. A
lily worked in relief iscarved into the fece of the pededd, over Bardin's neme

(continued)
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Deterioration from erosion, settling of the stones, and the resetting of sonesbelow their original
level mkes it difficult to locate any marks connecting the goneswith their makers or quarries of origin.
Two gones, however, do have visible makers marks Judith Waldo's heedgtone (Row 11, #3; sse photo 14)
ismarked "Ely, Fec't Pittsfield." Dated 1808, the stone hes a splayed tympanimi enclosing amedallion and
anuminrelief LydiaClark's(d. 1825) gone (Row 13, #3; s photo 13), which is carved with addicate
willow-and-um motif isinitidled "AT" in the lower left-hand comer. Quite anumber of gonesin this
cemetery have carvingsthat gppear to be from the sasmehand as the Clark stone.

Through mogt of the nineteenth century, the Eagt Main Sfreet Cemetery was surroimded by open
land. An 1884 bird's-eye view shows the cemetery st off in afarmer'sfield, bounded by arail fenceand a
line of freesto the eedt.

Buria pattems changed little while the cemetery was actively being used; families apparently
remaining content to lay out their deed in Smple rows. Once the cemetery stopped being usad for new
burials in the 1890s, the graveyard began to suffer from neglect. A 1930 town report indicates that
considerable clearing of bmsh and overgrown grasswas nesded to tidy up the cemetery in time for the
Massachusetts Bay Tercentenary celebrations. At thetime, anew fencewas ingtdled. (Daton Annual Town
Reports, 1930) By thistime the open land around the cemetery had become house lotsto the eest and west
and had reverted to woodland to the south.

Thirty years later, the cemetery tmstees replaced the 1930 fencewith aprivet hedge, from which a
few bushes still remain today. With growing problemswith vandaism, however, tmstees decided to replace
mog of the hedgewith achain-link fencein 1985. Aflagpol eand updated sign were recently added as well.
(See photo 1)

Although the cemetery isnow well-maintained, vandalism and wegther have taken their toll on the
gones. While arenovation of the cemetery was undertaken in the 1970s, a which time all the displaced
goneswere righted and reset (many of the sandgtone beses now visible were ingtalled during thistime), the
past twenty years have saen a condderable amount of new damege Many sones have either settled into the
ground or had soil hegped around them during the course of later burids, 0 thet the lower portions of
epitaphs are no longer visible. Severd markers are broken; some have been repaired with metd -Sfrgpping or
cement, some are Ssmply lying where they have fallen or have been propped againgt other gones Many
markers that have broken of f a their bases have been reset simply by thmsting the broken end desper into
the ground, thus obscuring any information carved into the lower portion of the sone. Others have been
rest in concrete or sendgtone bases Carvings have eroded to the point that many names dates, and
epitephs are legible only with greet difficulty.

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nati'onal Park Service ?

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Eag Main Sreet Camnetey
Ddton (Berkshire Co.), Mass

Sionrurbe L~ Page—L N

At leedt two gones have disgppeared completdy sSince an inventory condudted in 1985 by Richard
C. Legb. It is possble thet other gones have been removedfromthe cametery before 1985. A 1940 WPA
plan of the cametary indicates that the graveyard contained a leegt 262 gtones (it is undear whether the
1940 plan counted foot dones and unmarked or illegible dones aswell as those with legible carving).

Mahican and Mahawk Indians were known to inhabit some of the lands in whet is now Dalton;
howeve, it is not known whether there arelikely to be any Native Stes on the grounds of the Eagt Main
Sfrest Camday. It does nat gopear that there was ever any Europeen ssttlamnant activity on this Ste (other
then possible cultivation) before its use asa burid ground. Becauge there is a possibility thet the Eagt Main
Sfrest Camaiey might contain a number of graves in addition to thase for which marka's survive, the Site
hes conddarable archedlogicd potentid for the discovery of late eghteanth and early ningleanth century
resouroes Exploration of the neighboring woodlot may dso tum upfragmentsof broken or missng gones
locd sources indicate thetfragmentsof gone have occadondly bean found there Datacbout the ceametery's
origind gone wall and board fences might be refrievable by exploring the cemalery’s boundaies

Archaeologica Description

While no prehigtaric Stes are recorded within the boundaries of the Eagt Man Sfrest Cardaary or in the
generd aren, evidance of prehigtoric resouross mey be presant. Physicd charadteridtics of the property
(dope, soil drainege, digance to wetlands) indicate sevard locationd criteriathat are favoreble indicators

for meny types of prehigoric dtes The camday islocated on alevd to modaratdy doping tarrace with a
southem expoare facing af ributarysfreem of the Eadt Branch Housatonic River located within 1000 fet
south of the camatary. Sailsin the ceamatlery arewdl drained and formed in glacid till. Given the aoove
information, known prehistoric Ste disfributions dsanvhare within the Housstonic River drainege and, levds
of disurbancef romapproximatdy 255 grave excavaionsin the 2 acre camday, a modade potentid exids
for locating prehigtoric resources

A high potentia exigts for locating historic ardhaenlogical resourees in the Esgt Main Sfrest Cameery. No
evidence of amatures have been identified within the camgery boundary or in the surrounding areaprior to
thefirstburidsin the 18 cantury through the 20* cantury. Cartogrgphic resources induding 1836 alases
dowv much of the land immediatdy surrounding the camglery as open farmland. A birds eye view of the
camday areaf rom1834 dn dows the camaay surounded by deared land endased by what gopears to
be arail fence Higoric arcchaedlogicd resouroes may, however, be present for gone wals and fences that
marked the boundary of the camatary, adud graves grave marka's and artifact didfributions rdated to
memorid savices rdated to individud graves or the camdlery ssawhole Actud gones or rdated
congmction features mey survivefromagone wall, probebly buih in the late 18¢ or early 19 century
around the boundary of the camgtery. The gone wal wes removed and replaced by a board fence in 1846.
Pogt malds rdaed to thet fence (1846) and athers congmded in 182 and 1930 mey d<o be presant. The
lagt wiooden fence (1930) wes replaced by a privet hedge in ca 1960. Subaurface soil fegtures mey d<o
exigfromthe hedges which weare removed in 1985 for the congmdtion of a chain link fence. Known ad
unmarked graves should represant the most common archiaedlogicdl resourcein the camndlery. Individud
gaves the earlies of which date to the 18¢ century, may indude skdetd ramans in

(continued)
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addition to dothing and other parsond itemsinterred with eech individud.  Funerary ogjects including
coffin remains ad artifacts assodated with the initid interment(s) and later memarids mey d<o be present
with individuds or groups of graves A grave shaft distoemebdle in the soil Sraigrgphy should be presat
with individud and muUiple interments Further historica reseerch combined with archiaeologicd survey

ad teging can do hdp locate unmarked graves grave markers and documatt the assodidions betwean
exiding gravetones and actud graves

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
pattems of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

XD a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Berkshire, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ART
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1781-1895

Significant Dates
1781

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultura Affiliation

Architect/Builder
"AT" (full name unknown) stonecarver

Ely (last name unknown), Pittsfield stonecarver

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonm on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
_ Other

Name of repository:

Dalton Historical Commission, Cemetery Office
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dalton's Eagt Main Sfreet Cemetery islocally significant as an example of aburial ground from
Dalton's early settlement period. It meats National Regigter criterion A in the context of
Exploration/Settlement because of its Satus as aremnant of Dalton's settlement period and because of its
associaion with Dalton's pioneering families. In many indances, amonumentt in the Eagt Main Sfreet
Cemetery isonly surviving landscape festure associated with Dalton's foundersird their families. The
information which can be gathered about the daily livesand attitudes of Daton's early residents from the
monuments and their epitgphs dso givesthe cemetery significancein the areaof Socid History. Finaly, its
aopearance as aredlatively intact example of asgttlement period family burial plot, undtered by late
nineteenth century chengesin cemetery design satisfies Criterion C in the areasof Landscgpe Architecture
and Art. Because the cemeery derives its significance from itsrole in reflecting Dalton's community history
and from its connection with significant personsand familiesin Dalton history, it fulfills Criteria
Condderations C and D. Although it hes suffered some damege from vandalism, the cemetery remains
remarkably intact, retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, and association.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF DALTON

In the areanow known as Dalton, the Housatonic River cuts abroad path running from eest to west
through the Berkshire Mountains, creating afertile valley nestled in the mountains. Theriver'sname,
appropriately enough, comes from aMahican word meaning "the river beyond the mountains.” Situated in
the northem centra part of Berkshire County, Daton isbordered to the west by the county seet, Pittsfield.

The areathat now makes up the town of Daton was probably first visited by European trappers
and hunters around 1750. (DalJon Bicentennid, p. 7) Until that time, the earliest inhabitants of the
Berkshires were members of the Mahicanfribes.Mohawks dso came down from northem arees of New
England during the eighteenth century.

The land grant for the town was part of the settlement of a boundary dispute between the
Massachusetts and New Hampshire colonies. Oliver Partridge (1712-1792), aHatfield resdent, wes aYae-
educated surveyor who became aland speculator. Parfridge hed laid aclaim to land dong the Ashuelot
River in New Hampshire during the dispute. When the conflict was settled in New Hampshires favor,
Massachusetts claimants to the New Hampshire lands were compensated with equivaent lands in the
unapportioned sections of the Berkshires, The areaawarded to Partridge in 1743 was thus known es the
"Ashuelot Equivaent." Parfridge had previoudy surveyed the land in 1739.

Parfridge and aman named Andrew Stone, who held three hundred acresin the northeast comer of
Dalton, held nearly al the land that later became Dalton. Parfridgefransferredhisholdings to Edmund
Dwight, who subdivided the land into eighths and conveyed parts to Waitstill Hagtings, Israel Williams,
Mosss Graves, and back to Oliver Parfridge. In 1799, the origina Partridge holdings were split into eighty-
eight lotsof about a hundred and ten acreseach. (Dalton Bicentennia, pp. 9-10)

(continued)
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While there may have been early squatters® as well as hunters andf rappersoccupying tne ualtori
lands after Parfridge's 1739 surveying expedition, land disputes between Connecticut and Massachusetts
and the threat of Indian atacks discouraged any atempts a permanent settlementsfor severd years. In
1755, the first officially recorded settlers arrived. They included Doctor Perez Marsh, Daniel Frogt, and
Nathaniel Kellogg. They were soon followed by Joseph Chamberlin and his family. Many of these early
sttlers cameto Dalton via Connecticut. By 1770, William Cady, Joseh Lawrence, and Abijah Parkshad
sttled in the eestem part of Dalton, and were soon followed by members of the Merriman, Boardman,
Green, Gallup, and Atwood families. (Dalton Bicentennid, p. 10)

Someof the town's early proprietors and most prominent residentswere Tories, including Deacon
William Williams, whose father, Isradl, was expelled from Hatfield because of hisloyalist sympathies.
Although, during the Revolution, anumber of Daton resdents sarved in the Continental Army, local rebel
sympathizers do not gppear to have expdled Daton's loyadist population. After the war was over, many of
them remained, and retained their prominent positions. William Williams, for example, served in various
town offices and went on to serve in the gate legidature. (Smith, p. 639)

In August of 1778, Daton's inhabitants presented their first petition for incorporation es atown.
The petition wasn't granted for another six years. The town was finally incorporated on March 20, 1784,
named after Trisfram Dalton, Speeker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives. Trisfram Dalton
gpparently had no connection with the town that bears his name, and doesn't seam to have ever visited it.
Dalton's first town meeting was held on April 19, 1784 & Perez Mardh's tavern. (Dalton Bicentennid, p.
13)

At the time of its incorporation, Dalton encompassad ebout 10,500 acres. In 1795, 5,000 acres of
mostly woodland were ceded from Windsor. In 1804, 2,500 acreswere conveyed from Dalton to Hinsdde
when the town of Hinsdae was incorporated as a sgparate entity from Dalton. At that time, Daton reached
its present Sze of nine miles long by two and ahalf mileswide, encompassing about 13,000 acres. (Dalton
Bicentennid, p. 16)

The Housatonic River, which runs through the center of Dalton, formed the focus for settlement in
the new town. The Housatonic's turbulent waters provided an idedl power sourcefor the paper and textile
mills that would spur the town's growth.

In 1799, Daton begen its transformation from an agricultural community to an indusfria one,
when Zenas Crane arrived from Newton to find a dte for his new paper mill. The Housatonic provided the
ided location for the new factory. Crane and his descendants became dominant forces in Dalton's economy
over the next two centuries. Crane's primary products were high-quality rag papers mede primarily for
banks 1n 1844, the company developed adigtinctive bank note pgper using silk fibers, which was adopted
by many banksfor their bonds and bank notes (Dalton Bicentennid, p. 25). Zenass sons Zenas Marshall
and James Brewer Crane continued the family business; the Crane brothers owned a series of mills under
various corporate names, producing paper products ranging from writing paper to men's pgper shirt collars.
The Cranes grestest successcamein 1879, when they developed an exfremely durable type of pgper that
won them the confract to act as the sole confractor in making United States curtency paper. (Daton
Bicentennid, p. 28)

(continued)
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The pepa indudry became the town's dominant employer, with the Grane family mills rapidly
followed by thase of Josgoh Chamberin in partnership with Henry Wiswel and David Carson (established
in 1809 as Carson, Chamberlin & Wiswel, later incorporated as Carson & Brown), and Byron Weston
(egtadlished in 1867). Carson & Brown and Weston were two of Cranegslargedt rivasin pegpar production.

Ddton's ealy sattlemant pattem plit thetown into two diginct dugters of ssleat—ane to the
weg, focusng roughly a block or two eet of the Main Sfrest Cameiay, and oneto the est, concentrated
where North Sfreet and Main Sfrest come together. From the dart, tensons bawean these two arees led to
conflicts in the town. The busnessrival rybeiwean the Grane and Weston fectories divided Ddton's Man
Sfreet even mare Srongly into eestam and westam factions, somdimes popularly referred to as
"downdfreats' and "updreats” with employers expecting loydtyfromtheir workers and the merdhants who
saved them. The Weston family dominated the eestam ssdtion of Main Sfreet, while the Granes domineted
the west, which wes often refarred to & "'Craneville™ (Ddton Bicentennid, p. 40)

Textiles, too, bacame an important enploye. Reverand Isaigh Weston built the town's fu''t wodlen
mill in 1814. Although he went out of business in 1821, Weston wes rgpidly suooeeded by ather doth
menufacturers, induding W. J. Hawkins Charles E. Wegt, and Christopher Glennon.

By 1830, Ddton wes a pragoerous little community. Its 87 resdents eamned most of their income
from farming andfromthe surrounding forests which kept three pepear mills,fivesaw mills, and a shingle
mill occupied. Three horse-powered mills aut wood for sde as dove and fireplace fuel. While mod of the
areds ndive pine dands hed been feled by this time, there was il plenty of hemlock for boards ad
timber and gomee for shingles Hemlodk bark wes dso in damand for tanneries, bath for locd use and for
expart to ather parts of the Northeest. Many of Ddton'swood products were exported to other parts of New
England, which were rgpidly becoming deforested. Not only rav lumber and partly prooesssd boaerds ad
shingles were exported, but a<o char parts tumed on locd lathes for sdeto New York markets In 1829,
Reverand Boenezar Janings reported that, betwean the income produced during the warme months from
agriculturd products and the winter income producedf romlogging Ddton's forested hillsides, Ddton
resdents manegad to mantain fairly seedy year-round incomes

While Daton's forests supplied the wood, the town's Housstonic River provided the power to tum
the wood into products thet could befradedin markess to the eest, south, and west. The Housatonic dso
provided powe for Daton's pgpar and textile fectories. Three tavams, three dores, and a podt office
completed the town. Rrimary agriculturd products induded whegt, whichwes difficult to grow in other
parts of Massachuseits and Indian com. (Ddton Bicerntennid, pp. 16-17)

By the early 18405 Ddton'stwo woolen mills and three peper millswere the principa employars
in town, producing over $100,000 worth of cloth and $83,000 worth of peper per year (Ddton Bicentennid,
p. 21)

Thearrivd of therailroad in the 1840s enaured thet Dalton would not be bypessd in the
fransportation-induced progperity that meny Nev England towns shered during the mid-nineteenth century.

(continued)
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The new rail lines opened up new markets for the town's paper and textile products. By 1836, the town
boasted three churches (Congregational, Methodist Episcopal, and Cathalic), two hotels, aprinting office,
five blacksmiths, four grist and sawmills, two cider mills, and anumber of generd and speciadty stores.
(Child, p. 127) By 1900, severd major busnessblocks were providing goods and sarvicesto resdents.

The growth of Dalton's industry created ademand for new workers. Like many other New England
towns, Dalton began to atfract Irish immigrantsfleei ngthe famineof the 1840s The first immigrantswere
principally employed &s farm laborers. In 1860, over three-fifths of Daton's mde Irish resdents listed their
occupation as "farm laborer." Dalton's Irish resdents quickly switched from agricultural to indusfrial labor.
Ten yearslater, the pgper and woolen mills were the principal employers of Daton's Irish-bom residents.
(United States Cenaus Records, 1850-18380)

Throughout its history, Dalton's indusfrialists participated actively in both local and state palitics.
Members of the Crane, Weston, Brown, Glennon, and Carson familiesserved on numerous town boardsand
frequently gave land or money for town projects. Severd membersof the Weston and Crane families served
in the date legidature, while Winthrop Murray Crane became Govemor of Massachusetts (1900-1903) and
later United States Senator (1903-1913).

Dalton's manufacturing families took apaterndigtic gpproach to their role as Dalton's largest
employers. According to local histories, the paper and textile companies provided employees with pensons
and sick benefits long before the days of Socid Security. Evidence of the Cranes indusfrial and benevolent
activities dominate the Dalton landscape. The family provided fimdsfor parks, schools, churches, buildings,
and monuments, including the W. Murray Crane Community House and the Crane Exedra on Main Sfreet
and the chapel and receiving vault in the Main Sfreet Cemetery (1907). The Crane family adso donated
parcels of land for the expansion of the Main Sfreet and Fairview Cemeteries and paid for the constmction
of amassve concrete wall on the southem border of the Main Sfreet Cemetery (1911). (Daton Aimual
Town Reports, 1900-1911) Members of the Weston, Brown, Carson, and Glennon families likewise used
their fortunes to fmance town amenities and their influence to shgpetown policy. Members of al five
familiesregularly show up inlists of town committees and boards. (Through the late nineteenth and early »
twentieth century, these five familiesdominated Dalton's Cametery Committee, with individual family
members often serving for a decede or longer.)

While Daton's Crane and Weston manufacturing firms survived the Depression, the town still
stimggled with employment problems through the 1930s Like other towns acrossthe country, Dalton
becamethe focus for WPA projects to provide employment on public works projects. WPA projects
involving Daltonincluded a Federa Writers Project book about Berkshire County towns { The Berkshire
Hills), sdewak and sfreet constmction, sewer projects, asurvey of Ddton cemeteriesto identify the graves
of American war veterans, and improvements to Fine Grove Park. (Dalton Annual Town Reports, 1929
1940)

A decade after World War |1, the Crane paper company went from becoming the dominant
papermaker in town to becoming the only pgpermaker in town. In 1956, Crane bought out the Byron
Weston Company (Ddton Bicentennid, p. 29). Crane continues to be the town's leading employer today.

(continued)
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HISTORY OF EAST MAIN STREET CEMETERY

Dahon's Est Main Carday is afi neexanmple of the family or neighborfiood burid ground of the
late dghteanth and early ningteenth cantury. Lad out in irregular rows, with no attempt & landscgaing, it
exemplifies the burid augoms that were predominant in New Engand before the rurd camglery movamat
of the 1830sfransformedgraveyardsinto park-like settings (See phatos 1 to 3) Many of Ddton's estliest
stlers and municipd officers were buried here. Because only a handfiil of these settlers hames and dhops
have aurvived, the burid ground is the only surviving remnart of meny early residents lives. Its carvings
and gaitgphs provide indght into the difficulties Ddton's early residants ooped with, and ther attitudes
toward the one inevitable facet of their evaryday lives.

Dahon's Esdt Main Sfregt Caraay daesfromthetown's earliest setlemnent. The land for the
camaay wes origindly owned by mambass of the Chambalin family, who were anong Ddton's estliest
stlers Following common practice for the time period, a section wes divided of ffromone of the
Chamberlin family'sfi el dsto aooommode the family burid plot. The earlie Chambalinto be buried in
the plat wes Lydia, the first wife of Continenta Army Captain John Chamberlin. Lydiadied of amdlpoxin
174 a the age of 56 (Row 15, #4). (There are sevard edtlier buridsin the camgery which do nat beer the
Chambalin neme these mey be rdatives or naghbors of the Chambalins It wes not unoconmon for a
family burid plot to become a néghborhood graveyard)

There are only nine known eghteanthr-oantury buridsin the Esgt Main Sfrest Camday, dthough it
is possble that illegible or missng markars (which can now only be identified byfragmentsleft behind in
the ground) eso mark the Ste of dghtenthrcentury graves. The camgiary hes been the victim of vanddism
and theft in the padt; it is possible that some early markars have bean removed.

It's not dear exactly when the cametery pessadf romprivate ovmeardhip into town hends, assessors
records do nat list a deed reference for thefransfer,and mogt of the town's annud reports do not seperate
expenditures for the Eag Main Sfrest and Man Sfrest camndaies |n 1836 and 1808, vaters egree to fund
fencing for burying grounds ather then the Main Sfrest Cameay, but it'sdifficult to tellfromthe
desriptions exactly where the burying grounds are located; it's possible thet the Eagt Man Sfrest Carnday
mey be ane of those mentioned. (Ddton Town Records Val. |, 1 Apr 1805, 4 Apr 1808)

It is certain that the town owned the Eagt Man Sfrest Camdary as of 1830. In thet year, the town
voted "to leese the eadt burying ground to Mr. Henry Marsh for aterm of years on condition of his kegping
the fences in goad repair.” (Daton Town Records, Val. |, p. 421) Mardh's interest in maintaining the
gaveyad is undadandeble, dnce his parents (pionexr Aitlers Rarez and Sareh Marsh) were bath buried
there (Row 15, #12 and 13, seephato 6). At thistime, agone wdl bardered the cangery. An agreamat
deted May 10, 1830 batwean the town and abuitting property onnars Ephram Clark to the west and Ruby
Chambalin to the south and eedt pamits the town to remove sonefromthe Clark and Chambatin
properties in order to maintain thewall. (Ddton Town Recards Val. | [reversd], pp. 22-23) Sixteen years
|ater, the done wall wes dismantled and replaced with a new board fence: (Daton Town Records, Val. |,
pp. 76-77)

(continued)
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Judging on the bads of the remaining markers, use of the East Main Sfreet Cemetery incressd
rapidly during itsfirst half-century, peeking in the 1830s when & leedt forty-three personswere interred
there. During the 1840s, use of the burial ground decreased only dightly, then fell morerapidly during the
1850s and 1860s I1n 1846, the town even conddered selling part of the buria ground, perhapsanticipating
that it would not get many new burials. The votefailed, however. (Dalton Town Records, Vol. II, p. 84) By
the 1870s only four new graves were dug there. This declinein the use of the East Main Sfreet Cametery
coincided with expangon of Daton'sMain Sfreet Cemetery to the west. Only one buria took place during
the 1880s and only two during the 1890s In 1895, Mary Chamberlin (1818-1895) (Row 19, #2) became
the lagt person to be buriedin the Eagt Main Sfreet Cametery.

Thedeclinein use of the old graveyard pardleled changesin cemetery use and, indeed, thewhole
concept of the cemetery, that were taking place in the United Statesduring the late nineteenth century.
During the 1820s city dwellers became increasingly concemed about graveyards that were filled well
beyond capacity. Not only were such graveyards often located on va uable devel opable parcds, but there
were fears of hedlth hazards as residences crowded doser and doser together around equally crowded
graveyards. At the same time, Americans became captivated by romantic idedls of picturesque landscaping
that promoted avision of designed nature that was tamed but not regimented. These two concems came
together when Mount Aubum Cemetery opened in Bostonin 1831. Marked by rambling paths and
picturesque vidtas, thisnew cemetery doubled as apublic park, providing a peaceftil oassfrom city life,
wherevisitors could remember their loved ones and contemplate their own mortality in anidyllic setting.
Situated on the outskirts of the city on ahuge parcd of land, the new cemeatery dso solved the problem of
overcrowding in the city's old graveyards. The desire for "mral cemeteries’ modded on Mount Aubum
swept the country during the 1830s and 1840s

In aeresslike Ddton, which were genuindy rural to begin with, the"rural cemetery” movement
took alittle longer to catch on. The publicly owned Main Sfreet Cemetery, just a short distance to thewest
of the Eagt Main Sfreet Cemetery, had started out as asmdl churchyard buria ground, not much differentin
layout from the East Main Sfreet graveyard. In the 1870s, the Main Sfreet Cametery was expanded and
landscaped into a park-like setting, with serpentine paths and specimen plantings offreesand shmbs. Dalton
residents interested in acquiring new buria plotsbegan tuming to the more picturesque Main Sfreet
Cemetery. Thefew late nineteenth-century burials in the East Main Sfreet Cemetery tended to befor
individuals like Mary Chamberlin, whose familieshad dready set up burial plotsthere. While the larger
Main Sfreet Cametery was beingfransformedinto awell-groomed rural cemetery, the Eagt Main Sfreet
Cemetery retained the dightly hephazard look of afamily burial plot.

From the time of its creation, the East Main Sfreet Cemetery was st gpart from much of Dalton's
activity. An 1876 atlas shows that much of the land immediately surrounding the cemetery was open
farmland, with the Congregational Church and its parsonage the cemetery's neerest neighborsto the
northwest. (See 1876 map.) In an 1884 bird's-eye view of the town, the cemetery is smrounded by cleared
land, and gppearsto be bounded by arail fence. One hugefreeis shown in the southwestern comer, with a
few smdlerfreesscattered on the site. On the eestemn fence line, arow offreesgppears to providea
windbreak. The bird's-eye view vividly illusfrates how the cemetery was sited afair digance avay from
Dalton's more populous arees An 1893 atlas of Dalton depictsthe Eagt Main Sfreet cemetery as the "old

(continued)
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camday.” (See 1893 map) At that timeit wes still surrounded by a huge lot of gpen land ovned by John
C. Chambalin, and adjoining property of A. E. Chamberlin.

As the numbe of new burids in the Ead Main Sfrest Camgay dedined, voters begen to condder
relocating the graveyard. In 1887, a proposd wes ared to petition the date legidature for permissonto
remove the bodies, no doutat to the Main Sfrest Cameay. (Ddton Town Records Val. 111, p. 274). A
dmilar artide gopeared on the 1838 town meding eaganda. Article 18 asks vatars "To seeif the town will
authorize the SHectmen to petition the next Legidaure for aright to movedl the bodies now lying in the
od cematay, and digoose of the land for public use™ (Daton Annud Town Reparts 1838) A decison o
the proposd wes indefmitely pogponed (Ddton Town Records, Val. 11, p. 299)

In 1892, Eag Main Sfregt Canday gat anothe rev fence. Thetown report for that year dows
that N. H. Cady wespaid S 1600 for building a new fence around the graveyard. The cametay didn't
recave individua atention again until 1900, when a tovrameding article wes propossd "To seif the
Townwill by vote gopropriste money for the improvemant of the Eag Sfrest Camaay.” Voters, however,
dedded that no action should be taken, and no such gppropriation wes ever mede (Daton Annud Town
Reports, 1892-1900; Daton Town Recards Val. 1V, 1900).

Ead Main Sfregt is sporadicaly mentioned in town reports over the next forty yeers Modt of the
time, its maintanance cods are lumped togather with those of Main Sfrest Cameary. Occadondly a
sgarate expenditure of $60to $100 islisted for care of Eagt Man Sfret. Thefiinds mugt nat have bemn
aufficient, however; by the late 19205 the candary was overgroan with bmeh and grass severd
heeddiones hed bean broken or knocked over, and the wooden fence wes in poor condition.

In 1930 the camaay recaived mudvnesded attention. According to the town report, "In partia
ocosavance of the Tercentenary of Massedhusdtts the Bt Main Sfrest Camdary, whare mary of the early
families of Ddton lie buried, recaived gpadd atention. Therks to the interest and generogty of Mr.
Winthrop Crang, dl the broken and toppling gravestones were repaired and Sraightened as well as baing
drengthened by conarete foundations: Bnsh wes dearedf romthe lower sedtion and the tall grass mowed.,
The amdl petch of woods wes deaned of bmsh. Theold fence hes bean removed and a new fence will be
aedted as 300N as the weather parmits™ (Daton Annud Town Repart, 1930) If the description of the work
dore isay indication, the Eagt Main Sfreat hed suffered bedlyfromnegledt and vanddism.

By 1962, Eadt Main Sfreet’s fence nesded replacing again. At that time, trmatees dedided to plant a
privet hedge indeed of building a fence (Daton Annud Town Repart, 1962). Over the next saveard
decades town reports regularly complained of vanddiam dameging Esg Main Sfreet's andent gones In
1970, dones weare Sraghtened and repared, and in 1977, toppled dones were resst on new sanddane
beses That year, camday thndess reported that dl the cametery’s broken and toppled sones hed bem
repared and reset. (Ddton Annud Town Reparts 1970, 1977)

Vandaiam aontinued to be a pradlem, honeve. In 1985, a dhainHink fence replacsd mod of the
privel hedge leaving SImbs only & thecomasad a the oater gate (Dalton Annud Toamn Repart, 1985,
se phao 1)

(continued)
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SOME SIGNIFCANT BURIALS

A wak through the Est Main Sfrest Camatiery provides avivid dlimpse into same of the harddhips
facing Ddton's early resdants in atime when infant mortadity wes high, and the degth of young people
from childbirth, infection, and infectious disseges wes common. |n the Mooasfamily plat, for exanple
(Row 4), markers dow that Pamdia Mooars and three other young children (threeyear-old Andrew, five-
year-old Emily M., and nineyear-dd Rasey D.) died within three wesks of eech ather during Sgatember
and October of 1850, vivid evidence of theway a diseese like mesdes or scarlet fever could devedate a
family.

The common eghteanth and ningeenth-oantury practice of naming a new child for a decessed
dder shling is ds0 evidenoed in a grouping of ganes tdling the moumful higtory of Bena and Polly
Pratt's children (Row 5). After ther fug son, threeyear-dd Addison droavned in 1823, the Pratts gave ther
next son, bomin 1825, the same first neame: Thischild, too, died before reeching hisfourth birthday. A
third son, Amesa, was bom around the time the ssoond Addison died; not yet nine years old, Amesa died in
1837.

In some families, a child didn't even live long enough to be nemed. Ezekid and Fhaoe Chambalin
logt three umnamed daughters to degth betwiean 1806 and 1814, and a son, James died & the age of four
monthsin 1804 (Row 14). The third deughter mey vary well have bean the deeth of Phebe, for the mother
pessed away in May of 1814, followed bardy a month later by her infant daughter. The Chambalin
gavestones ow that Ezekid's seoond marriage wes as marted byfragedyas hisfirst; he and his ssood
wife. Ruby, log en infant son in 1827.

Like Phee Chamberlin's, a number of other markers testify to the hezards of childbirth inthe
ningteenth cantury. A visitor to the cametiery can find a number of burids like thet of Phdoe C. Ward ad
her infant daughter, for example (Row 13, #10), who died within two days of eech other in 1826.

Markers d=0 tedtify to the dangars of illnesses and injuries which are today reedily confrolled by
modem medidne. Twentieth-cantury obosarvers would be surprisad by theinsriptionsfor Lydia
Chambelin, who died of savidlpox in 1794 (Row 15 #4), or Nathen Warren of Talland, Connecticut, who
"died suddenly of lock-jaw" in 1819 (Row 20, #8).

A arvey of cavings and eaitgphs (many now bardy legible) provides a reflective vigtor with
indght into the range of ningeanth-century attitudes toward degth. Epitaphs rangefromthe smple "Gane
home' on Magaret P. Mitchdl's(d. 1875) done (Row 8 #3) to lines of floweryverss, like the epitaph for
Maria Fames (d. 1848) (Row 9, #4): "Thou'rt gone predious spirit, mey we med thee eganAVhaes no
oirow nor sedness nor parting, nor pairnMay we mest thee in Heaven, united to raisefOur poles of
thanksgiving, ourfributeof praise”

A few egaitgphs caution of divine judgment, as does the heeddone of Jodeh Butts (d. 1831; Row
24, #1), which wams "Degth binds usdudgmeant will fmd us" Many more, however, reflect the more
(continued)
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optimigtic attitude toward degth thet wes beginning to preval in the ningteanth cantury. Ezekid
Chambalin's epitgph (d. 1825, Row 14, #4), for example expresses expadations of a better lifeto come
"In hopes of future bliss contant | lieThough plessed to live, yet not digdesssd to die”

Epitgohs commemaraing deosesed chilldren are particularly poignant. Thinly veled anger over the
loss of their devenryesr-dd daughter Nancy (d. 1795; Row 14, #1) isevidant in the epitaph dhosan by
Gladding and Charlatte Waterman: "Whom nether youth nor worthVNorfriendscould ssveFom the
rdentless bondege of the Grave™" Othars goeek of acogatanoe, asa gone for an anonymous four-year-old
girl who died in 1824: "Segp on svedt bebe, and take thy res/God call'd thee home he saw it best" Othars
ae touchingly dmple, as are the gpitgphs for the sons of Fears and Pally Frands Meanandar (Row 12, #7),
who died in 1800 & the age of three, iscommamarated with: "So fades the lovely bloomingflower”;while
Lyssnder (Row 12, #8), who died in 1813 & the age of ning, is ramambaad with: "Time how short/Etemity
how long.”

A few gaitgphs peyfributeto the virtues of the deosssad, asthis ane for Rhoda Chambarin (d.
1837; Row 13, #12; sse phato 5), wife of Danid Chambalin "Let eath dose Oer the ssared trust/But
goodness dies nat in the dud." Her heeddione is carved with a particularly lovely rendiition of the um and
wegaing willow motif, acoantueted by Sarburgs which isrepegted in har hustend's neighboring heeddiong,
(d. 1839 Row 13, #11) Another laudetory heeddtone, thet for Betsey Pary (d. 1838, Row 2, #15), wife of
Issec Pary, prodams "Let her own works praise her in the gales”

A few inscriptions are myderious, like thet of Matthew Hyde Burchard, who died & the age of 18
in 1313 (Row 7, #2). His epitaph amnounces "Fearless and cdm he met the fatd blow/And eft without a
sgh these soanes bdow," which leaves ane wondering how, exadtly young Mathew met hisend. Or the
neatly illegible epitgph for a little girl who died in 1824 (Row 9, #5)" [name illegible] deughter of [neme
illegible] wes ingantly killed Febmary 4, 1824 in the 4th yeer of her age™

A gertlamen with the mogt common name of Sith (d. 1843, Row 7, #8) hes a version of the mogt
wel-known epitaph on his heeddone "Think on e as you pess by/As you are now 0 ance wes I/As| am
now S0 you must be/Prepere for deeth to follow me” A similar, but more originally phrased verson of the
sare stimant is the inscription on Abijah Parkss grave (d. 1812, Row 12, #4; see photo 8): "Siop! Gatle
reeder, reflect ontime/How swift it hurries usto the taomk/Come |t rdigion in tme pesce be thine/And
heaven will bless youthro alife to come” Pakss graveisdo diginguished by a vary degant meddlion
motif SuTounding the inscription, dong with afindy carved um. Abijah Parks wes ane of Ddton's more
prominent citizens & the tum of the nindeanth century. Ore of the town's early settlers. Parks saved s a
cgptan in the Revalutionary Wer, and hdd a numbar of municipd offices. Parkss home is the oldest
surviving house in Daton.

While the Eag Main Sfregt Camday provides conddereble indght into the lives and attitudes of
Ddton's early resdents, it elso provides alink with the town's settlers. Founding families rgoresanted here
indude Chambealing Cadys Boardmans Gdlups Marimans Mashes ad Lavrences

(continued)
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Chambalins dominate the Eagt Main Sfrest Candeary, with over thirty markers bearing the
Chambalin family neme Thare mey be many more coudins and inlaws induded in the cametary as wll.
The Chamberlin family plot is the focus of the cametary, with two rows of gones ranged along a broad
gasy ddeleadingfromthe cametery’s gate (se phato 3). Sones in this plot tend to be somenhet larger
then thosein the regt of the cametery, many of them danding over four feet in height. John Chambelin, (d.
1851), iscommamarated by ane of the cametery’s mare imposing monumants (Row 15, #1; see photo 9),
ore of apair of tgpering pedesd-gyle monumats thetfl ankthe entry to the graveyard. Chambalin wes
Ddton's first posmeder, gopainted in 1812. His Georgian syle home & 799 Main Sfreet (c. 1801) il
dands In 1815, Chambarlin wes rated among the S0 richest men in Massechusdits Another Jon
Chambealin (d. 1817; Row 15, #2) savead as a captain during the American Revolution.

Paez and Saeh Marsh (1729-1784), two of Ddton's erliet settlers, are buried in Eagt Main
Srest Caretay (Row 15, #12 and 13, se photo 6). Educated at Harvard, Perez Marsh wes a physidan ad
aurgeon's mete in Colond Ephram Williams the younger's regiment during the French and Indian War.
Marsh saved as ajudtice of the peece in Ddtonin 1761, agoedd judice in the Court of Commmon Hess in
1765, and adanding judtice in 1768. Mardh's home and tavem saved as the Steof Daton's town medings
for over a decede while town residents daeted the Sting of the medtinghouse: According to loca sources
the tavem, rather then hismedicd pradtice, wes Marsh's source of income; gpparantly he ebendoned his
medicd frainingfor a more luarative line of work. Rerez and Sareh hed Six "beautiful and accomplished”
daughters who medke the tavem a busy sodd center, according to locd higtories. (Ddton Bicentennid, p.
16) After Perez's degth in 1784, hiswidow continued to gperate the tavem (no longer extant), a bold move
for awaomen of those times Before the congmction of Daton's first meginghousein 1794, the Marsh
home and tavem sarved as Ddton's mogtfrequentlyused public meding plece. After har hustend's deeth,
Saeh Marsh played hodess to most of the town medtings during the fut decede of Ddton's history. While
sthodhousss and other homes were occasondly used, the Widow Marsh's house was most often liged in
town reports as hoding towvn medings

William Clevdand (d. 1799, Row 13, #17) isdted in severd loca higories as a sdf-mede auooess
gory. Traveing to Dahon on foot, he settled there with hiswife Hanneh. He walked over fifty miles to
Kinderhook, New Y ork tofradethef | axhe hed grown and Haneh hed soun, for the family's first cow. The
Clevdands, <0 the gory goes wart on to beoome pragoarous farmers in Ddton. (Child, p. 132)"

Nine of Ddton's Revautionary veterans are buried in the Est Main Sfrest Carnday: Danid
Boardmen (c. 1762/63-1842, Row 6, #2), Jodah Bultts (d. 1846, Row 24, #1), Lieutenant William Cedy (d.
1790, Row 18, #4; see photo 4), Captain John Chambiin (d. 1817; Row 15, #2), Hary Clevdand (d.
1841; Row 13, #15), William Hde (d. 1823, Row 14, #14), Jonethen Wright (d. 1792, Row 22, #3), Walter
Wadker (d. 1842, Row 17, #1), and Abijah Parks (d. 1813, Row 12 #4; s photo 8). Two of die camdery's
makers commamarate valerans of the War of 1812~Cudhing Mitchdll (d. 1847; Row 8, #4) ad Danid
Boardmen (d. 1834; Row 5, #4) and one commamorates Civil War soldier George W. Maynard (d. 1863,
Row 3, #1). Maynards family monumat isane of the grander in the cametery, congsing of atgpering
pedestd st on ahigh plinth block.

(continued)
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At leegt one dore in thisgraveyard commeamarates a marbear of Daton's amdl African-American
community. Thetwelfth gone in thefirstrow isdedicated to Saeh B. Gamer (d. 1851), the fifteen-year-old
deughter of Souiire and Catharine Gamer, who weere listed in canaus recards as "black.” No other mambars
of Sarah's family gopear to be buried here Sumames on the gones adjacant to Sarahis aeillegible,
however; they mey prove to berdaed to Sareh

Deeriorationfromerasion, sattling of the gones and the resatting of gones bdow their origing
level mekes it difficult to locate any marks connedting the sones with their meka's or quarries of origin.
Two gones do have vishle mekers marks Judith Weldo's heeddtone (Row 11, #3; e photo 14) is marked
"Ely, Fect Rittsfidd." Dated 1808, the sone hes aglayed heed endosing a meddlion with an um indde it.
LydiaClark's (d. 1825) done (Row 13, #3; s photo 13), which iscarved with a ddicate willow-and-um
moatif isinitided "AT" in the lower Ieft-hand comer. Quite a number of danes in thiscamaery have
cavings that gopear to befromthe same hand.

During the 19305 aWPA team surveyed Ddton's three camdaies (Bt Main Sfregt, Man Sfredt,
and Fairview) to identify the graves of vateransfromthe American Revolution, Wer of 1812, Civil War,
Seandh-Ameican War, and World Wer |. The survey megp aregtedf romthis project in 1940 showved a
leett 262 markers (dthough thereis no indication whether footgones were induded in that enumeration).
Forty-five years later, Richard C. Legb followed yp on the WPA wark by inventorying dl the legible sones
remaning in the camgeary, recording nemes and detes s pat of a project inventorying Berkshire County
camday insiptions Snce the WPA and Legb inventaries, the oamday hes suffered deterioration due to
the daments and vanddiam. At leadt two stones have disgppeared compledy Snce the 19685 inventory.
Other gones mey have bean removedfromthe cametay before 1985, 256 gones orfragmentsof sones
(indluding footgones and remnants of gones thet have bean removed) remain today.

Although the cametery grounds are currently well-maintained, vanddism and weether have teken a
toll onthe gones Many gones have dther sattled into the ground or hed soil hegpad around them during
the course of later burids, 0 that the lower portions of epitaphs are no longer vishle. Severd markars are
broken; some have bean repaired with metd Srgpping or camant, same are smply lying where they have
fdlen or have bemn propped againg other dones Many markea's that have broken of f & their beses have
ben rest SMply by thmdting the broken end degper into the ground, thus obscuring any information
caved into the lower portion of the done (a Sgnificant amount of this damege gopears to have occurted
dnce the 1985 inventory). Carvings have erodad to the point that meny names dates and eoitgphs are
legible only with great difficulty.

Whiletown employess have worked diligently to mantain the camaery grounds they lack the
funds to properly repair dameged dones and better protect themfromfurther damege Ddton's Esd Main
Sregt is one of the few aurvivorsfromthe period of Ddton's eally settlamant. Its assodation with Ddton's
pionearing families gives it asgnificant rolein the town's built environmeat.

The Eag Main Sfrest Canday isdso an important complamant to Daton'stwo ather historic
burid grounds Ddton's three higtoric camderies (Eagt Man Sfregt, Main Sfredt, and Fairview) provide
tangible examples of the progression of attitudes toward degth and burid during the ningeenth century.

(continued)



MFSf«>i««40a-. oua AtIMMA, ai*-00ii

United States Department of the Interior
Nati'onal Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

East Main Street Cemetery
Dalton (Berkshire Co.), Mass.

Stionnumbe 8 B

From the smpleburial ground a Eagt Main Sfreet to the picturesque landscaping of the Main i>freet
Cemetery to the more open feeling of the late nineteenth-century Fairview Cemetery, the three burial
grounds form a continuum showing how cemetery planning and design in this small industria town reflect
broaderfrendsthat were taking place in the country as awhole.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Daton are poorly understood and few sites are recorded, any
prehistoric survivas could be significant. Prehistoric Stesin thisarea can be important by contributing to
our knowledge of prehigtoric settlement and subsstence in the Berkshire uplands of westem Massachusetts
and interior fributary sfreams a the heedwaters of the Housatonic River drainage. Prehistoric Stesinthis
areacan dso be important by further defming the extent of Native American socio/political and
socio/economic relationships with Native peoples to the west in the New York areg, to the south in
Connecticut, or more eestem locaes in Massachusetts, including the Connecticut River Valey. The Eagt
Main Sfreet Cemetery lieswithin the Housatonic River drainage, which flows southerly through
Connecticut. The cemetery isaso dose to New Y ork which liestwo townsto the west. The Hudson River
drainage is present in the northem portion of Daton. Mgjor Native American core aress are d 0 present
dong the Connecticut River to the eest. Prehigtoric Stesin this areacan help test the importance of
drainage system boundaries versus geographic proximity and their influence on Native American
subsgence and settlement systems.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to provide detailed information on the
socid, cultural and economic pattems that reflect much of Dalton” community history from the 18* through
19* centuries. Archaeological resourcesin the cemetery can be especialy important by providing
information on Dahon's early settlement history in the late 18* and early 19* centuries. Many of thetown's
early founderswere still living during this period, agriculture was still important and 19* century changes in
cemetery design hed yet to take hold. The Eagt Main Sfreet Cemetery including its monuments and graves
represents an intact example of asattlement period family buria plot and the only surviving landscepe
feature associated with Dalton's founders and their families. Many of Daton's earliest settlers and
municipal officers are buried in the Eagt Main Sfreet Cemetery. Severd of the cemetery's earliest dones
ae located in the areaof the Chamberlin family plot neer the main gate. Additional documentary research
combined with archaeologica survey and testing within and around the cmrent boundary of the-cemetery
can identify the full range of graves present & the Eagt Main Sfreet Cemetery. Unmarked graves may exist
and the crmrent pattem of the grave gonesmay not, in every indance, represent their actua placement.
Gravesones werefrequentlyremoved from older cemeteries then later replaced, a timesin different
locations. The discrepancies between some head and foot goneshes dso been explained by their
relocation, possibly in the course of replacing vanddized ones. Gravestones were e erected a5
commemorative markers by descendants of individuals after their desths. This scenario has been obsarved
a other burying grounds in Masssechusetts and hes been suggested for some burids a the East Main Sfreet
Cemetery. Archaeological ressarch can help identify thesegraves as well as later unmarked graves
resulting from stolen, damaged, and overgrown sones. Eighteenth and nineteenth century unmearked graves
may a0 be presant representing paupers and unknown persons.  Archaeologica research can dso

(continued)
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hdp test the aoaurecy of the exiging boundaries d the cametary. These bounds mey nat accuratdy
rgaresant the actud camgery boundaries Soe burids, possbly those of unknown persons, peupas or
other indigent parsons, mey haveintentiondly bean buried outside the cametery boundary.  Locd souross
do indicatefragmentsof gravestones have bean found on a neghboring woodlot. While these dones mey
have been ramoved by vandds and discarded in the woodlat, their presance might do indicate an extendon
in the cemetery boundary. Artifact didfributions mey dso be presant assodated with funerary or memorid
syvicesfor oedific individuds at their time of deeth or individuds and groupings of individudss (possbly
families) a later detes

Much of the above information can be dbtained through unootmsive ardhaediogicd reseerch. Thetis,
information can be dbtained by mapping artifact conocantrations and the locations of festures such as gave
shafts and pogt malds without disturbing actud skded remans Remate sanding ressarch tedniques might
d=o confribute useful information. Sodid, cultural and economic informeation rdating to the 18¢ and 19*
century Ddton settlement can be obtained in this manner, however, more detailed gudies can be
implemented through the actud excavation of burids and their andyss Ogedogicd dudies of individuds
interred at the burid ground have the poterttid to offer a wedth of information relating to the overdl
phydca gopeerance of the town's inhabitants, their ooccupetions, nufrition, pathdogies and cause of deeth.
Thisinformation can eso be usd to detemine the adtud nUMber of individuds interted &, the burid
ground. Ogedlogicd information can d<o provide detailed information about the inhabitants of the
community during a period when written records arerare or non-exisent.  The paudity of written records is
expadidly tme for minority mambars of the community indluding Native Americans, African Amaicans ad
ealy Irish American immigrants The overd| context of the grave, induding meterid culture remains can
provide information on burid practices rdigious bdiefs, economic datus, family amdure and numaraus
other topics rdaing to the individud, their soda/economic group, the overdl sattlemant and, the ealy
Congregationd sodity.

(end)



United States Department of the Interior
Nati'onal Park Sennce

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

East Main Street Cemetery
Dalton (Berkshire Co.), Mass.

Secti'on number 9 p~ge [
MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Bames & Famham, Civil Engineers. Atlas of Berkshire County, Massachusetts. Pittsfield, Massachusetts
Bames & Famham, 1904.

Beers F. W. County Atlas of Berkshire, Massachusetts New York: R. T. White & Company, 1876.

Burleigh, L. R. Dalton, Massachusetts. [Bird's-eye map] Beck & Paul, Lithographers: Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, 1884.

Child, Hamilton. Gazetteer of Berkshire County, Massachusetts 1725-1885. Syracuse, New York: The
Joumal Office, 1885.

Cook, Rollin Hillyer, editor. Historic Homes and Ingtitutions and Genedlogical and Personal Memoairs of
Berkshire County, Massachusetts. New York: LewisPublishing Company, 1906.

Couch, Franklin ("Cap"). Down Memory Lane with "Cgp " Couch: A seriesof columns which appearedin
the Daton News-Record, 1972 to 1977. [n.p., n.d. Note-book isnot paginated; columns are
referred to by numbers]

Dalton Annua Town Reports, 1866-1962, 1970-1998.

Dalton Bicentermia Committee. A Bicentennial History of Dalton, Massachusetts: 1784-1984. North
Adams, Massachusetts: Excdsor Printing Company, 1984.

Ddton Cemetery Office Records.

Dalton, Massachusetts, Records of the Congregationd Church (typescript).

Dalton Town Records, 1785-1911 (manuscript volumes located & Dalton Town Clerk's Office).
Ddlton Vertical Files. Berkshire Athenaeum Local History Collection.

Federd Writers' Project of the WPA for Massachusetts. The Berkshire Hills. New Y ork: Funk & Wagndls,
1930.

Fscher, R. W. The Dalton Papers: Eighteenth-Century Daltonfrom Original Town Manuscripts, [n. p.]
1997.

Goss, K. David, and Zarowin, David. Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers inthe French and Indian Was,
1755-1756. Boston: New England Historical and Genedlogical Society, 1985.

Lesb, Richard C. "Miscdlaneous Cemetery Inscriptions from Berkshire County." (Photocopy of
manuscript), Jan 1985.
(continued)



trS-mirM00.*

United States Department of the Interior
Nati'onal Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

East Main Street Cemetery
9 2 Dalton (Berkshire Co.), Mass.

Section numi®er Page

Massachusatts Soldiers, Sailors and Marines inthe.Civil War. Norwood, Massachusetts Norwood Press,
1932.

Mausolf, Lisa Craneville, Dalton, Massachusatts Area Survey Form, 1996.
Mausolf, Lisa. Daton Hat (Main Sfreet), Dalton, Massachusetts Area Survey Form, 1996.
Mausolf, Lisa. Eagt Main Sfreet, Dalton, Massachusetts Area Survey Form, 1996.

McDowell, Peggy, and Meyer, Richard E. The Reviva Styles in American Memorial Art. Bowling Green,
Ohio: Bowling Green State University Popular Press 1994,

Miller, D. L. Atlas of the City of Fittsfield, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, Including the Village of
Daton. New York: D.L. Miller & Company, 1893.

North, Robert G. (Draftsman). Dalton Cemeteries Showing Veteran Graves. WPA Project #20918.
Sponsored by Berkshire County Commissioners, 30 Oct 1940.

The 150th Anniversary of the Town of Dalton, Massachusetts, 1784-1934. Pittsfield, Massachusetts The
Eagle Printing and Binding Company, 1934.

Picturesque Berkshire. Northampton, Massachusetts  Ficturesque Publishing Companty, 1893.

Records of the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia Called out by the Governor of Massachusettsto suppressa
Threatened Invasion during the War of 1812-14. Boston: Wright and Potter Printing Company,
1913

Soane David Charles. TheLast Great Necessity: Cemeteriesin American History. Batimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press 1991.

Smith, J. E. A."Town of Daton." In History of Berkshire County, Massachusetts. New York: J. B. Bears
& Co., 1885.

United States Cenaus Records, 1850-1880.

Vita Records of Dalton, Massachusettsto the Year 1850. Boston, Massachusetts New England Historic
Genedlogicad Society, 1906.

(end)



East Main Street Cemetery Berkshire, Mass.

Name of Property County, state

10. Geographical Data
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
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A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items {Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Dalton
street & number 321 Main Street telephone  413-684-1274
city or town Dalton state MA zip code 01226
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properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fonn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
anagement and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Eadt Man Srest Camday contains goproximatdy 2 aores bounded s follows:
Beginning on Eadt Man Sret & the northwest comer of the Eadt Main Srest Camaay and running west

goproximatdy 340 fet dong the south Sde of Eagt Main Strest, then nmning south gpproximatdy 250 fedt,
then running west goproximatdy 340 feet, then running north goproximatdy 250 feet to the point of

beginning.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaties of the property baing nomingted are identica with the property lines of the Eagt Main Street
cameay.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHER: Michde Plourde-Barker

DATE: July 1999

ALL ORIGINAL NEGATIVES ARE LOCATED AT:
Dalton Historical Commission offices
321 Main Strest
Ddton, MA 01226

1 Eagt Main Street Cametery, viewfi-omatreet (View facing southeest)
2. Eagt Main Street Cametery, showing view from Row 17 toRow 246. (View facing eest)
3. Eagt Main Streat Cemetery, showing Chamberlin family plots (between Rows 14 and 15)
(View facing north)
4. Ead Main Strest Cametery, showing William Cedy stone (d. 1790; Row 18, #4)
(View facing esst)
5. Eadg Man Strest Cametery, showing Rhoda Chamberlin sone (d. 1837; Row 13, #12)
(View facing esst)
6. Eagt Main Street Cemetery, showing Perez Marsh sone (d. 1784; Row 15, #12)
(View facing esst)
7. Eagt Main Street Cametery, showing Naomi Beds sone (d. 1829; Row 2, #5)
(View facing esst)
8. Eagt Main Street Cemetery, showing Abijah Parks stone (d. 1812; Row 12, #4)
(View facing eest)
9. Eagt Main Street Cemetery, showing John Chamberlin monument (d. 1851; Row 15, #1)

(View facing eest)

10. Eagt Main Street Cemetery, showing Maynard family monimient (Row 3, #1)
(View facing north)

11. Eagt Main Street Cemetery, showing JamesW. Bardin monument (d. 1855; Row 2, #1)
(View facing northeast)

12 Eagt Main Street Cemetery, showing Cleveand family monument (c. 1830s, Row 10, #7)
(View facing southeest)

13 Eagt Main Street Cemetery, showing Lydia Clark sone (d. 1825; Row 13, #3); note maker's
initials"AT" in lower left comer (View facing esst)

14. Eagt Main Street Cemetery, showing Judith Waldo sone (d. 1815; Row 11, #3); note maker's
name, "Ely" in lower right comer (View facing eed)

(end)
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ANDIAL CONTROL/HEALTH AGENT, Ext. S8 TOWN MANAGER, Ext. 12
BOARD OF ASSESSORS, Ext. 21 TOWN ACCOUNTANT, Ext. 17
BOARD OF APPEALS, Ext. 29 TOWN CLERK/REGISTRAR, Ext. 16
INSPECTION SERVICES, Ext. 27 or 29 TOWN COLLECTOR, Ext. 25
PLANNING BOARD, Ext. 29 SELECT BOARD, Ext. 11

OTHER BOARDS, Ext. 11

Augugt 20, 1998
Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrisey Blvd.
Bogton, MA. 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

This letter isin support of the Town of Dalton's Historical Commission and the
nomination packages that they submitted to the State Historical Commisson and to the
Nationa Regiger Director. The nomination packages are requesting that Dalton'sthree
(3) ceameteries (Main Street, Eat Main Strest and Fairview) be reviewed and acogpted
onto the Nationa Historical Regiger. Daton Historica Commission dong with Ms.
Mary Jane Cdiento and Ms. Marjorie O'Keefe hes dedicated themsdves through hard
work and timeto see this request comesto fruition. The Town of Daton isa"Proud"
commimity which isvery rich intradition and heritage. The Cemetery Department, the
Trugtees and the entire community has congtantly put forth a consderable amount of
effort in maintaining our cemeteriesa aleve that demondrates a degp respect for eech
family and their loved ones

| redlize, & does the Trugstees and the Historica Commisson that there isaheavy
interest and demand towards this particular program adong with other projects attempting
to gan aplace onthe National Regiger. | an asking for your help and asadance in
reviewing these nomination packages and | ask the Review Board to help these dedicated
individuals to achieve their god! The Town of Daton and mysdlf strongly support this
effort 100%.

Very Truly Yours,

r Rickerd
Ddton Town Manager
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretar\' of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 28, 2000

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of theInterior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosad plesse find the following nomination form:

Eag Main Street Cemetery, Dalton (Berkshire Co.) MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment. Two letters of support have bean received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC May Ellen Sheg, Chair, Ddton Higoricd Commisson
Michdlle Hourde-Barker, Presarvaion Conautant
Lanrence Gingrag, Ddton Board of Sdedtimen
Richard Ladd, Chair, Flanning Boad
Cogresren Jon Olver
"Smokey" Rickerd, Daton Toan Manege
May Jae Cdiento
Marjorie OKegfe

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
iviviv.state. ma.  iig/sec/tnhc
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JOHN W. OLVER PLEASE RESPOND TO:
1ST DISTRICT, MASSACHUSETTS ¢ 1027 LONGWORTH House OFHFCE BuiLDII
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-2101
QOVWITTEE (202)225-5335

Congregg of th)effl niteb™ Mt
SUBCOMMITTEES: I I d - - - DISTRICT OFFICES:
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

HOLYOKE, MA 01040

WHIP-AT-LARGE aSaStjington, 20515-2101 (4131 532-7010

413) 532-6543 FAX
A “13)

+  CoNTE FEDERAL BUILDING
_e' 'X 78 CENTER STREET
PITTSFIELD, MA 01201

September 11, 1998 (413)442-0946

(413)443-2792 FAX

JrCjjran tri,i *if 1-J" 463 MAIN STREET

'\/B. . Bet Sy Fr | edber g ) , | . AN e N ANog FITCHBURG. M A 01420
National Register Director 4 . Oviorsaios ax
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssi FP 14 m

220 Morrisey Blv(i.
Boston, MA 02125 . .
MASS. HST. QOMR

Dear Ms. Friedberg, i

| amwriting i nsupport of the Town of Dalton's subm ssion of its e
Main Street, East Main Street, andFairview cemeteries for inclusion
on theNational Register of Historic Places.

The Dalton Historical Comm ssion i s stronglycommtted to the
preservation and mai ntenance of these three public sites. The two
Protestant cemeteries on Main Street, one of which dates back to the
American Revolution, andthe Fairview Catholic cemetery, established
by Dalton's community of Irishimmgrants i nthelate nineteenth
century, arehistoricallyvaluable both locally and nationally.

Pl ease add ny endorsement t ot he Town of Dalton's applications for
the three cemeteries andcontact ne at ny Pittsfieldoffice whenthe
review board reaches a decision. Thank you f or your time and
attention tothis matter.

Sincerely,

vei
r of Congress

JVD dag

FRNTED (N RECYAED PR



