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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bethel Church is a one-room rectangular building of limestone, 23' x 38'4'. The
side walls are built of uncoursed rubble, the end walls of rubble ashlar. The
gable roof is low-pitched, with narrow returned cornices. The sides are divided
into five bays. Windows were originally 9/6 double hung sash, now boarded up.
Lintels and sills are also stone. The recessed entrance is located in the

south end, surmounted by a wide, flat lintel. Suggestion of quoining is found
in the corner stones, which are slightly larger than those used for the walls.

The interior of the church is starkly plain, wht plastered walls and plank flooring.
Altar, pews, and pulpit chairs date from very early in the history of the church.

The church is located in a rural area, surrounded on three sides by a cemetery.
An iron féence, placed in 1861, runs along the gravel road which forms the south
edge of the church property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bethel Church is principally significant as a well-preserved example of
early lowa vernacular or '"folk' architecture. Stone buildings, wherever
found in lowa, are almost always among the oldest remaining structures in
any given area. Where limestone (and, in a few areas, sandstone) was
locally available, it was a popular bulldlnq maternal, until brick could

be manufactured locally or"imported', along with milled Tumber. Most

of these stone structures, whether houses, churches, schools or barns, were
of simple straightforward form -- a quality represented in Bethel Church.

The stonework of the church exhibits some variety, from the rubble of the
side walls to the carefully cut and dressed slabs of the window lintels and
sills, and the suggestion of quoining through the use of larger stones at
the corners. The small cornice returns are suggestive of Greek Revival
influences.

The significance of the Bethel Church in the history of Methodism in

lowa has not been determined. It is, however, a relic of lowa frontier
religious development, associated with the most prominent Protestant denomination
in the state. The church was built in 1855, following the organization of
a congregatlon by the Wapello mission of the Methodist Eplscopal Church

in lowa in 1854. This Mission also included two churches in Wapello, and
two other rural mission churches at nearby Concord and Long Creek. The
land for the church was donated by Merit Jamison, and the building erected
by the congretation under the supervision of stonemason Francis McGraw.
Although the church is no longer used regularly, its interior walls and
ceiling have been recently repaired. The churchyard is the scene of an
annual meeting of the founders' descendants.
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