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I DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

2 L E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

_GOOD —RUINS iL^LTERED —MOVED DATE 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Jonathan Fletcher House b u i l t i n 1834-35, i s situated on a deep half acre l o t 
on High Street. A retaining wall of rock-faced and hammered granite blocks with 
square hammered granite gate posts surmounted by pyramid shaped tops defines the 
fr o n t of the l o t l i n e . 

The bxiilding i s a t y p i c a l three bay by four bay side h a l l Greek Revival structure, 
with t r a n s i t i o n a l elements from the Federal period. The entrance i s i n the 
gable end, which i s perpendicular to the street, and an accented comice at the 
gable gives a pedimented e f f e c t . The facade has one window centered i n the gable 
end, three windows across the second story, and two windows and the entrance i n 
the f i r s t f l o o r . The side elevation which runs p a r a l l e l t o the street has 
regular fenestration , and two dormers, added i n the lat e nineteenth century. 

The building i s shingled, and i s painted deep red with white t r i m , as are a l l the 
e l l s and outbuildings. The roof i s covered with asphalt shingles. 

Additions to the building include a rear e l l attached t o the northeast corner and 
a two stoiry addition (1925) attached to the north side of the main structure. 
A porch was added to the f i r s t f l o o r of the facade, and consists of six Tuscan 
columns supporting a roof which extends approximately f i f t e e n feet eastward from 
the facade, and i s two bays wide. A p a r t i a l l y glazed porch, four feet deep, i s 
attached to the main entrance, and i s covered by a low sloping roof attached to 
the facade. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 14001499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X-1800 1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

X-ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MIUTARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c . 1835 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Jonathan Fletcher House, b u i l t i n 1834-35, i s a s i g n i f i c a n t example i n Medford 
of the t r a n s i t i o n between the Federal and Greek Revival architectural styles, 
and contains many i n t e r i o r features taken from the designs of Asher Benjamin. 

The house has both Federal and Greek Revival features. The entrance i s i n the gable 
end, a Greek Revival plan, but the gable i s perpendicular to the street. A four 
bay side elevation, with sloping roof and dormers, i s presented to the street. 
The tops of the second f l o o r windows are close to the cornice, an early architectural 
feature, and the corners are sheathed with narrow comerboards, also a Federal 
d e t a i l . 

The main entrance t o the house i s an adaptation of entries shown i n Plate 26 of 
Practice of Architecture, a book of Greek Revival designs published i n 1833 by 
Asher Benjamin. The paneled dado, surrounds and i n t e r i o r shutters of the f i r s t 
f l o o r windows are taken from Plate 43 of the same book. Some of the i n t e r i o r 
doors, including the s l i d i n g double doors of the f i r s t f l o o r parlor are of a f i v e 
panel type i l l u s t r a t e d i n Plate XXXIX of The Architect or the Practical House 
Carpenter, also by Asher Benjamin. Many of the elaborately molded surrounds of 
other doors and windows i n the house were also taken from The Architect and r e f l e c t 
the builder's atteit5>ts at keeping up with current taste. 

The land on which the Fletcher House stands was part of the i n d u s t r i a l center 
dominated by the Brooks family. The land was the s i t e of a tannery, a leather 
shop, and a slaughter house. A "dwelling house" i s recorded on t h i s l o t as far 
back as 1795, but when Jonathan Fletcher bought the property i n 1834, he b u i l t 
the present structure. There i s some evidence that he used the older house as 
a rear e l l f o r his new bu i l d i n g ; some extant raised panel deta i l s i n the e l l are 
e a r l i e r than the main house, and the location of the hearths around the central 
chimney i n the e l l suggest that i t was b u i l t to serve as the central chimney of an 
ea r l i e r house. 

Under Fletcher's ownership the property became r e s i d e n t i a l , and paralleled the 
decline of industry and farming i n the area. From the 1830's to the present 
the area has become increasingly r e s i d e n t i a l , and i s now a f a i r l y high density 
suburban neighborhood. The Fletcher house i s one of only four buildings i n the 
area which have managed to re t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l large l o t s , and keep t h e i r rocky 
t e r r a i n . The granite retaining w a l l , granite gatepost, and s t a i r s on High Street 
form an important part of the early nineteenth century streetscape of the area. 
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