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ARGCTEQURAL SGNIHCANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,

and architecturally significant structures).
Li ke another group of houses built nearby on Twinehurst (form #A-103) at about t hesame tinme
by theAnerican Optical Conpany, these three-famly residences were built tolook like two
fam |y houses. The somewhat ungainly narrow three story proportions of thetypical three-
decker house have been avoided here by disguising thethird floor i nthe high-pitched facade
gabl e of what appears tobe a two-and-a-half story house. Long dorners have been addedt o
both sides of theroof toprovide a full story onthethird floor.

Less inposing than t he Twi nehurst houses“these houses areof a simlar size and silhouette.

In their original states the houses were all identical. Sheathed i nwood shingle they had

a porch on each of thethree floors at thecenter of thefacade. They were flanked by a door
and a window on t heground floor and windows on t hesecond floor. QYOG  Wndsor Court still
retains i tsoriginal facade conformation. | nother houses i nt hegroup sone or all of the
porches have been permanently closed i n. Nevertheless®the group still retains much of its
original feeling.

HSITARCAL SANH CANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it
and howit affected conmunity; be specific).

Al'though t heeastern section of North Street was quickly developed i nthe 1870's and 1880's
with housing for American Optical Conpany workers, theendnear Central Street remined

undevel oped until after theturn of thecentury as theland was held by Central Mills. | t

seens |ikely that American Optical Conpany bought theland on which these houses were built

sometinme shortly after Central Mills built it sstorehouse building totheeast, probably
after 1908. . .,

During theearly 20th century, theAmerican Optical Conpany built three housing clusters for
its workers. Qne was a group of single famly houses for conpany foremen on Maple Street
(form #B-210). The other twowere groups of three-famly houses. The nore inposing of the
two was on Twi nehurst (form //A103). The other ~fcvAp ix.aS at North Street and W ndsor
Court. These devel opnents were apparently inspired by progressive planning theories for
industrial villages which were popular during theearly years of this century. | twas
believed that by providing anple® good quality housing for employees”"i“ta WO

happier, nmore efficient and-'H€Xo> ~YOHCH Quality work.

B B A3 and/ or REHENES o o
naps
American Optical GConpany Housing Card File, J. Edwards Library

2M6/ 80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Caranunity: Fom No:

MASSNCHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMQSION NeZ| Ar
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name: Vjinii"D* CowY VINd

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued belcw.

NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATENENT

The W nd&or Court District i ssignificant as an example of housing
con.<3tructed f ort he workers of the American Optical Conpany. During

the growth of thetown's eastern section late i nthenineteenth

century theWlls family and their coinpany built a variety of housing.

The three-family houses built here arevariations on the triple-deckerj?jfi/th
result® i nt he mst dense of the housing clusters constructed bythe

conpany. | t meets National Register criteria A and C at the local
level and retains integrity of setting, location, materials.
wor kmanshi p, design, feeling, and association. The boundaries

indicated on t he attached assessors nmap are those of current ownership
and historically associated with the properties.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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