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Original Owner: Thomas Kearns 

Original Use: commercial 

Building Condition: Integrity:

Construction Date: 1909-11 Demolition Date: 

Present Use: commercial 
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Street Address:_____132 South Main_______________________Site No: ______ 

Architect/Builder: Parkinson and Bergstrom

Building Materials: Concrete; terra cotta tile; brick

Building Type/Style:

Description of physical appearance & significant architectural features:
(Include additions, alterations, ancillary structures, and landscaping if applicable)

The Kearns Building is significant architecturally as an excellent exarapl 
of the Sullivanesque Style. When therising cost of land in the later '19th 
Century city made "commercial buildings of more than six stories .desirable, 
and the passenger elevator made them practicable, architects wee at a loss 
as how to give unity to elevations for which there were no historical 
precedents. It was Louis H. Sullivan, "Father of the Skyscraper," who solve 
the problem, demonstrating his solution for the first time in the Wainwrighi 
Building in St. Louis, designed in 1890. Although modern in its verticalitj 
Sullivan 1 s works were based on the classicist principle that every work of 
art should be a finite object with a beginning, middle and an end.

Designed by architects Parkinson and Bergstrom of Los Angeles, the Rearm 
Building has all of the characteristics of a-classical Sullivanesque work. 
Built as a. retail and office building, the ten-story Kearns Building utilize 
reinforced concrete, "fireproof" construction with white terra, cotta tile 
facing on the front facade and brick veneer on the side and rear elevations, 
Like Sullivan 1 s Guaranty Building (Buffalo, New York, 1895) 5 the facade of 

ivthe Rearns Building is organized into vertical bands between piers that rise 
2 unbroken through the greater part of the elevation and are linked at the toj 
by round arches. The building form is simple, clear-cut, and is terminated 
with a flat roof and boldly projecting cornice. The spandrels under the '

Statement of Historical Significance: Construction Date: 1909-1913

The Kearns Building is significant for two reasons: it is one of the 
purest and best preserved Sullivanesque buildings in the Interrnountain West, 
and. it-is associated with a major figure in Utah's history, Thomas Kearns, 
who a.s a mining entrepreneur,-U.S. Senatore from 1901 to 1905? and P3^ 
owner of the Salt Lake Tribune newspaper .from 1901 until his death in 1918.

The building was constructed between 1909 and 1911 for Thomas Kearns. H< 
.v/as born in Ontario, Canada, in 1862. As a young man he worked-in mining 
camps throughout the west, and in 1883 came to Park City, Utah. There in 
1.889 he discovered the Mayflower Mine and in the next decade made a. fortune 
from it. In 1901 Kearns was elected to the United States Senate. The stor^ 
of his career as senator illustrates much about the political situation in 
Utah at the time. In the early 20th Century no candidate for national 
political office in Utah could be elected without the support of Mormon 
Church authorities. However, because the Church wanted to avoid antagonizii 
local Gentiles and" because they did not want-to give national politicians 
any basis for asserting that the Mormon Church controlled political affairs 
In Utah, it was understood that one Senate seat would always be filled by 
a Mormon and one by a .non-Mormon. As a. Catholic, Kearns was a member of a 
church that had stood aloof from the bitter crusade against the Mormon 
:.;'::uirch that had characterized the last third of the 19th Century, and, 
personally, hehad. never been conspicuous as an anti-Mormon. Thus, he had
-,9 support of Mormon authorities in seeking the Senate seat in 1901 and he 

.:.',3 elected* Kearns established, a respectable record during his term in
  ~ne Senate* For reasons that are unclear, however, Mormon authorities 
;:-3.u;sed to support his re-election. Therefore reversing his original 
icision, he aid not run for re-election in a race that he knew he could

•'- vn n •
w i-,-_LlJ. „

In 1901, v/hilc serving in the Senate, Kearns had purchased a Dart
-orest in the MIQj^M^Zribune newspaper. Upon his return from V/ashingtc



132 South Main Kearns Building

/4. ARCHITECTURE (continued):

windows are recessed behind the plane of the face of the piers. Relief 
ornament of terra cotta. appears under the cornice, overthe arched windows 
and in the form of figurines at the base of the piers above the first floor. 
Since the destruction of the Dooly Building, Sullivan 1 s only Utah work, 
the Kearns Building, ranks with the MeIntyre Building as one of the purest 
and best preserved examples of this important skyscraper style in the   
Intermountain West.

5. HISTORY (continued):

B.C., in 1905> and until his death in 1918 he had much to do with the
direction of the newspaper, and his tenure was an important period in its 
history. Prior to his direction, the Tribune was an aggressive, partisan, 
often intemperate voice on one side of a bitter conflict between Mormons 
and Gentiles that encompassed economic, political and social differences. 
Under Keanrs, it became a. more temperate advocate of cooperation among 
diverse economic, political, and religious groupings in the state.


