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CONDITION
[g] Excellent I

(3 Altered

3 Good D
(Check One)

n ui

Fair

loitered

(Check One) 

Q Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One) 

E3 Moved n Origino 1 Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally the house was at the corner of Lain Street and 
Pebron Avenue. It was noye..d each when the post office was built there 
iiLJL$3.6j but is still on lane t.h t was AclAes rroporty. The main 
house'^coi.sists of a two story colonial facade with five windows over 
icur, and a one and a half story ell. Both are intact. The front 
porch and the_ ell veranda have Doric colunns. House faces cast with 
south end fronting on the street. The sroall ell added here houses 
foyer and stairway to adapt for tv;o family occupancy. The slave house 
ell was re: .oved at that tine and mde into a snail house on the sane 
lot. The map of Lain Street about 1920 shows an outline of the original 
house including a T-shaped ell (called the slave house) at the rear 
with all buildings draaji: to scale.*

The lot line starts loC.CO 1 east of the : an;-:..: eh; e b t' o <-; '->.:or 
of Lain and ilebron, runs east 251.40', north 125.93', We3t 250.06' and 
south 126,60' to starting point. The two houses and a barn are on the 
lot. Assessor's lot number 1*2.

Architecturally the Gideon Welies house was recognized as a 
gen: of Colonial style in 1936 when 1IAB5 conducted p, survey. Filed in 
the library of Congress, Washington, B.C., Aef. 2F { - 2A-> Conn. 4I-IABS Conn 
Class B, Feb. 25, 1'.37, are two outside photos and three views inside 
showing winding stairs and panelling, one page of data and 13 drawings 
including detail.

Before Glastonbury was a town, a committee was f or: a;d in 
V.'ethorsfielcl called u Co].y:.ittee for the Three Mile Fariis" headed by 
WilliaL. Sv^Tie. They obtained iron. Great Sacher-i Sowneag of t-;e Pecuod 
tribe a strip of land three : Ales wide along the river, i:. .clu-ding 
reeadows rated a fifth best in ta world, eirbencliivg fro::: the present 
north boundary of Glastonbury down into what ic: now South Glastcnbv.ry» 
In the year 1649 Swayne sold a 72 rod scctio:; of this land extending 
fron the north border to wb.ere there ic now a recnueient aj the corner 
of hebron Avenue and Lain Street. This land, leas held, by the I/elles 
fanily righ.t throiw-1: into ue:e. lifetime of didcon. T: e:,:\3 belles of 

' iTethorsfieid, who in 1655 bccane ehc Govce-nor oh ene Colony (tho
he 

cf Tv:oee'c.

The house aae V/.ilt ar ', hri- 7 a.l A:.:t b-y Gl: eo:, hePe to Anne, halo
•.:!••:.•:::•. ch"' n. .rrieo .eeeeel h'elles, C-idoo:-.. 1 :: Pee:her h p 2, A'-Ah, :' 
ePc'.ph :eoyed eei'-A. :/:-e:" o:.: " .rt of t e; ee-p de; .A '•."elheG lend. Gidapj: 
wr.s V-orn in the house July 1, 1AP2. hV,re h- spent his '.^.eiood. luring 
his tcnn •",;;; S~v crot;.:ry of th'.' L.':.\^' he - ne. Adndre-l Parreeut s-t on the
-f.d.e vci'ande. W'-tchie:- e e: •-:;. caful poc.ostrian end 3::rri'pe:; trrffic as 
they diece;.e:eed th'j c: i :-.uai-ns of ehe Civil bar.

•:"Aod ia historical Society Luseum, corner cP Lain and Puboe.rd 2treet;e 
on the Glastonbury Green,



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ | Pre-Columbian | f~l 16th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (It Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

j | Prehistoric 

-}C | Historic 

[ | Agriculture 

PC| Architecture 

D Art 

[ | Commerce 

[ | Communications 

j | Conservation

Q Education 

C3 Engineering 

Q Industry 

C] Invention 

C3 Landscape

Architecture 

D Literature 

D Military 

[ | Music

Q Political

[p] Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Q Science 

[p] Sculpture

Q Social/Human- 

itar!an

Q Theater

| | Transportation

|| Urban Planning 

[H Other (Specify)
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ID 

01

LU

CO

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

U

i::;:;df;r::nt John Ericson to 'jii

into ;:, v;o';ori'ul i 
'CGG^ ccnti-actcrs 
'.t dorisicn ,: ..rid i'icu. 
r. coi'itrc.ct to the oi-redish

ir -,

In 1L"23, and a pa in thirty p-ears later, Gideon pave the 
independence Day address on trie beautiful Glastcnbury Green. Gideon 
loved to write and left to posterity his diary and about a dozen 
journals which provide ir:ti:a:te pliapses into the c.oir:rs of his 
acbiinistration. he even wroae a four verse poen, the last line of 
each verse endinp with "old GlasLtenbury", ::s "Nor can there one 
ccapare with Three, Old. GlaGstenbury''. The naaae of the town has 
been spelled "Glassenbuiy","Glasstcribury" , and is now "Glastonbury15 .

The Gideon Velles house with its 22 rooms and "Slave House11 
ell was in its heyday the grandest house in Glastonbury. Its site 
was known as 1l¥elles Corners". Its carriage house, said to have 
been destroyed by fire, housed the first carriage owned by a 
Glastonbury resident, Gideon's father, however, the ariaary cipnifi-

1 iwval victor"".



Encyclopedic 1. Americana 
Directory of American Biography, ; p 629-32. 
The follovdng papers and clippings on file in the HAB3 office, Washir.ftcn, 

Paper by Florence Hoilistcr Curtis, 1913. " D »'^ 
F-pcr by Robert C. Rider, Ray 12, 1941, (ed.) Ray W. Bidwell. 
Travelers Record, Vol. XIV, Hartford, April 1878*, £l, 
Hartford Daily Courant, Sunday Hov. 24, 1935 D3> concluded p. 7. 
Hartford Times, August 20,21,22,23,25,26, 1947 (upon release 

of the Lincoln Papers by ti e Library of Congress).

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ' 

————————— ——————————————————— , ————— ————————————————————————— J
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° o.i. 

NE ° ° 

SE ° °
SW e o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TF.N ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: ]_

iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

U onne c t i cut 06
STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

^umiimimim^^mimm^^m'^^ ••• -: - •

COUNTY CODE

Hartford 003
COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY : CODE

COUNTY: " CODE

: . ::-.•;• •: -;: •••:': :•. •;•::•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•-•:•:-: :•.•>:•:•:•:•::•:>•:.•:.•::•:::•:••:•:•::::•:•:•>:•:-:•:•:•:•:•:-:•:•:•:•::•:•:•:-:•:•:-:•:•:-:•»::•:•:•:•:- 
.: : :• ••. : : .; . : : : : : ; : : : •:;.•.::>: '•'.; .;.;••:•:• :• : :- : : : :• :•: :-:-v-::.:: : : : : :;o : ::: : : : :;;: : : : :-: : : : : : : : : : X:: : : : : : :::::::::;X : :::;:;:::::;:;X : -::x: : :::

NAME AND TITLE:

Charles Stanley Nutt V.P. and Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE

The Glastonbury Art Guild Inc. June 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:

1796 L'ain Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Glastonbury
lipiilttliiii^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n ^ Sta;te gj Local D

T it le \,, t^gS) f/l ) </ ^ *~ ( , s£ e^C /

Date s^\f ̂ /^ 2^^^ £*~f 'rJ ' ^ /&
.•*^ ^ -^~^~-

STATE CODE

Connecticut 06
" : : : - ••'• : i^liisi:,!^^

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic fffesetvation

OCr r v,,.
Date

ATTEST:

utfiiiPjjtM. ^''t/tMifes-t^
Keeper ol "t*h^ National Register

AUG 1 G B70 f
Date
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