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Historic Nane Lenoir Dow House

Use: Present private residence
Qi ginal

DESCRIPTION

Date after March 19, 1888

Source  deed research

Style Queen Anne

Architect unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards, wood

shingles
Outbuildings garage-NC

Major Alterations (with dates)

Condition good—excellent

Moved no Dae nA
Agesge 9.000 sq.ft. Oy”re7yy\0
Setting densely settled mid-late 19th c.

renturv residential area

Recorded by Ed Gordon
Organi zation Wl thamHist. CGonm

Dat e June. 1986
revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TER' A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Lenoir DowHouse possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, worknan-

ship, feeling and association. |t is significant asarepresentative of the South Side's
residential devel opment by the "Watch" in the 19th century, a developnment that directly re-
flected concurrent industrial prosperity. It is also one of ahandful of well-detailed and

wel | -preserved Queen Anne dwellings erected for "V/atch" conpany enpl oyees. The DowHouse
thus neets criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

TEOURL SGNHGCGWNE Dascrlbe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmonity.

Architecturally 215 Adans St. is aremarkably well-preserved and well-craftedexanple of
the Queen Anne style. Possessing anirregular plan, itsmin facade features an
encircling verandah with turned porch posts and spool work transom The original double
doors are still intact behind metal storm doors. Tothe left of the porch isa

2-story octagonal' bay which exhibits anapron of sawcut shingles between the first and
second floors. The bay-culmnates inanattic with distinctive, pointed arch w ndow.
This w ndow appears onseveral other houses of this vintage onthe South Side. I n
general, this house's windows are simply enframed and contain 2/1 wood sash. |ts edges
are accented by sinple corner boards. This house i s enclosed by a slate shingle covered
hip roof with ornate cast iron cresting which incorporates afleur delis motif.

HSIORCL. SGNH ODN:E Explaln the roIe OWer's pIayed inlocal o state history ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity:

Built in 1888, this houte dates to the South Side's building boomof the late 1880's-
early 1890's. Although a grid plan of streets and houselots had been set out in the
crescent-shaped area west of"Mwody St. in 1854, rmany of these lots remained undevel oped until
the late 1880's. Under the |eadership of Royal E Robbins during the late 19th c. the
American Wal tham.Witch G. prospered, adding nore conponents to it salready extensive plant
along Crescent St. The majority of the residents in the residential area between
Moody St. and the Charles River worked for "the Watch".

v March 19, 1883, Flora A Dw wife of Lenoir A Dowpurchased this property
from WilliamKP. ~ Smth for $1300. This transaction involved only the land. Lenoir A Dow
is listed inlate 19th century WalthamDirectories as amchinist. The Dows sold this
land "with the buildings thereon" to Bma F. Rice, w dow on May 14, 1890. BEma F. Rice,
inturn, sold i tto Alvin & Litchfield of Chelsea, Ma. onJune 3, 1890 for $4600. 00.

Litchfield owed this house until at [east 1911. By 1927 anEdwin S Prescott, carpenter
owned this house.

B B @Y and/ or AEFHENES

Wal t ham Maps/ At | ases—1854, 1874, 1831, 1885, 1900
WalthamDirectories— ate 19th c. .
M ddl esex Deeds—1979: 206, 1977: 252, 1979: 206
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