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Town 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Waltham, MA 

Address 215 Adams Street 

Historic Name Lenoir Dow House 

Use: Present private residence 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date a f t e r March 19, 1888 

Source deed research 

Style Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards, wood 
s h i n g l e s 

Outbuildings garage-NC 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

C o n d i t i o n g o o d — e x c e l l e n t 

Moved no Date nA 

Acreage 9.000 sq.f t . O y ^ • 7 y y \ 0 

Setting densely se t t led mid-late 19th c. 

renturv r e s iden t i a l area 

UTM REFERENCE icij^is 3Zn HL^ZSBH 

USGS QUADRANGLE AlE^Th/<J 

SCALE l:Z77^n7T7^ 

Recorded by Ed Gordon 

Organization Waltham Hist. Comm. 

Date June. 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Lenoir Dow House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, workman­
ship, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a representative of the South Side's 
res i d e n t i a l development by the "Watch" i n the 19th century, a development that d i r e c t l y r e ­
flected concurrent i n d u s t r i a l prosperity. I t i s also one of a handful of well-detailed and 
well-preserved Queen Anne dwellings erected f o r "V/atch" company employees. The Dow House 
thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 215 Adams St. i s a remarkably well-preserved and well-crafted example of 
the Queen Anne st y l e . Possessing an irregular plan, i t s main facade features an 
encircling verandah with turned porch posts and spool work transom. The o r i g i n a l double 
doors are s t i l l i n t a c t behind metal storm doors. To the l e f t of the porch i s a 
2-story octagonal' bay which exhibits an apron of sawcut shingles between the f i r s t and 
second f l o o r s . The bay-culminates i n an a t t i c w ith d i s t i n c t i v e , pointed arch window. 
This window appears on several other houses of t h i s vintage on the South Side. In 
general, t h i s house's windows are simply enframed and contain 2/1 wood sash. I t s edges 
are accented by simple corner boards. This house i s enclosed by a slate shingle covered 
hip roof with ornate cast i r o n cresting which incorporates a fl e u r de l i s motif. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

B u i l t i n 1888, t h i s hou^e dates to the South Side's building boom of the l a t e 1880's-
early 1890's. Although a gr i d plan of streets and houselots had been set out i n the 
crescent-shaped area west of"Moody St. i n 1854, many of these l o t s remained undeveloped u n t i l 
the l a t e 1880's. Under the leadership of Royal E. Robbins during the l a t e 19th c. the 
American Waltham .Watch Co. prospered, adding more components to i t s already extensive plant 
along Crescent St. The majority of the residents i n the r e s i d e n t i a l area between 
Moody St. and the Charles River worked for "the Watch". 

On March 19, 1888, Flora A. Dow, wife of Lenoir A. Dow purchased t h i s property 
from William K.P. Smith f o r $1300. This transaction involved only the land. Lenoir A. Dow 
is l i s t e d i n l a t e 19th century Waltham Directories as a machinist. The Dows sold t h i s 
land "with the buildings thereon" to Emma F. Rice, widow on May 14, 1890. Emma F. Rice, 
i n turn, sold i t to A l v i n S. L i t c h f i e l d of Chelsea, Ma. on June 3, 1890 f o r $4600.00. 
L i t c h f i e l d owned t h i s house u n t i l at least 1911. By 1927 an Edwin S. Prescott, carpenter 
owned t h i s house. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ' 

Waltham Maps/Atlases—1854, 1874, 1831, 1886, 1900 
Waltham D i r e c t o r i e s — l a t e 19th c. . 
Middlesex Deeds—1979: 206, 1977: 252, 1979: 206 
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