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Town Worcester 

Address 25 Canton St ree t 

Historic Naae John Troupes 

Three-Decker 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1918 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r v 

Style C o l o n i a l Rev iva l Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and 
sh ingle 

Outbuildings """^ 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition verv good 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Ea r ly 20th cen tu ry , m u l t i -

f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t ; i n a 

row o f three-deckers f a c i n g a park, 

UTM REFERENCE 19/268730/4680990 

USGS qUADRANGLE Worcester South 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Montine Jordan 

Organization Cla rk U n i v e r s i t y 

Date February 1981 

Revised f o r MHC by Michael S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / 8 8 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 

The John Troupes Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the development of the I s l a n d 
neighborhood as a m u l t i - f a m i l y , working-class r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t during 
the large l o c a l i n f l u x of Polish and Lithuanian f a m i l i e s i n the f i r s t 
decades of the 20th century. I t i s also an unusually well-preserved, 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e example of C o l o n i a l Revival three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n during 
t h i s p e r i o d . The Troupes Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms o1 
other buildings within the community. * 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 25 Canton Street i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y well-preserved example of 
the use of Co l o n i a l R e v i v i a l s t y l e elements i n l o c a l three-decker design 
i n the e a r l y 20th century. The b u i l d i n g i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h wide 
shingle bands between s t o r i e s . I t has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l plan w i t h 
s i d e - w a l l j o g . On the asymmetrical main facade, the entry bay contains a 
t h r e e - t i e r porch, supported by Doric columns. The porch i s flanked by a 
th r e e - s t o r y , round bay window, a f e a t u r e u s u a l l y associated w i t h e a r l i e r 
Queen Anne s t y l e three-deckers, but o f t e n found on l a t e r houses i n t h i s 
neighborhood. Windows have 2/1 sash surrounded by heavy casements w i t h 
simple bracketed caps. The hip roof has r e g u l a r l y spaced decorative brackets 
i n the cornice overhang. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comBunity. 

B u i l t ca. 1918 i n the l a s t area of the I s l a n d neighborhood to be developed, 
the Troupes Three-Decker i s one of a row of s i m i l a r houses b u i l t on Canton 
Street f a c i n g Crompton Park, one of two working-class parks created by the 
c i t y on the East Side i n 1886. The f i r s t known owner of 25 Canton Street 
was John P. Troupes, who ran a b i l l i a r d h a l l at 95 Green S t r e e t . Other 
residents i n 1918 included Frank Cook, a la b o r e r ; and John Burke, a 
compositor. By the e a r l y 1920s, the fo r m e r l y Irish-dominated I s l a n d d i s t r i c t 
was i n c r e a s i n g l y occupied by Polish and Lithuanian f a m i l i e s . By 1922, the 
house was owned by Peter Yuknavicia, a wireworker, who l i v e d here. Other 
residents included Charles Kamosky, a s t e a m f i t t e r ; Joseph Barsauskas; a 
cook; and Charles Krauciunas, a baker. The Yuknavicia f a m i l y continued to 
reside at 25 Canton through 1930. 
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