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. AR(H TECTURE SI QN FI CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

Most of the buildings | nthe Gay Gardens e district were designed
nthe Georgian Revival style. Thesimilarity i nmss, material and
| acement of the buildings, as well as t heshort building period, make
his district especially harmonious.

i
p
t

he of the nost authentic exanples of this Neo-Georgian style *

is 4 Gay Gardens Street (Howe and Manning, 1922). Expertly sited *

on atriangular plot, the brick house i swell-scaled throughout and
« features a pilastered entrance vestibule, a simple cornice and small

paned wi ndows. A nore elaborate, though stylistically less correct exanple,
A can be found at 1 Gray Gardens East (A H Hansen, 192b). Details N I

include an ornate entrance p chwith finials above, fans overt he

first story entrance andw ndows andtrumpet corbels at the cornice.

More provincial aret hesimple shingled houses at 14 and 16 Gray Gardens

West andthe clapboarded honmes at 27 and 30 Gray Gardens East. r f A
HSTARCAL SQNIACANE of area. (Explain devel opment of area, what caused it , “onT"iiw eci
and howi t affected community; be specific). -,

Gay Gardens East and West was establi-shed i n1922 when |ocal
residents becane alarmed at the prospect of a speculator buyingthe
8 1/2 acre Dresser estate andconstructing rows of two-famdly suburban
housing. Dresser was president of the Cambridgeport Diary Co,, and
the City National Bank. Hi sestate at 60 Raynond Street, originally
built by Jonas Weth | | , was anong the last t obe subdivided i n the
Observatory Hill area of Cambridge, The Weth famly had owed extensive
property i n the area as early as the md-seventeenth century.

Enough interested persons were found t oacquire the land, establish
the Garden Street Trust, and agree upon a set of thirty-year restrictions.
The owners' econom c status was not a factor i ndetermning the harmoni-
ous nature of the neighborhood, as the housing costs ranged from $7000
t 03$50,000. The street pattern was laid out by a nenber of the trust
and provided for an average frontage of sixty-five feet. Occupancy was
limted t osingle families; lots were not forsale t obuilders or specu-
lators; andan architectural control board was established. Mst of the
buildings were constructed between 1922-1930. Cont i nued

B BLI G3RAPHY' and/ or REFEHRENES

SEE ATTAGHED BI BLI OGRAPHY
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conrtmity: FoTin No:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION Cambridge Mass 0-%2

Office of the Secretary, Boston |
Property Name Gray Gardens

Indicate each item on inventory fonn vihidi is being continued belcw.

Criteria For Evaluation

The Gray Gardens East and West Historic District i s significant
1920' s planned residential neighborhood that possesses integrity

as . \ ;

of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and feeling. The

best example of 1920's single family domestic architecture in Cambridge,

It meets riteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

The Gray Gardens East and West National Register District was found

to be sgnificant under the themes of early twentieth century residential

architecture and community  design, as proposed by Dr. Cynthia Zaitzevsky

to the Review Committee for the Sudy of Architecture of Harvard University
N N N

and its Environs in Cambridge. ,

The sit)division plan for Gray Gardens East and West consists of
one cul-de-sac of eight houses (Gray GardenseWest), and one conventional
siaburban block, with a small cul-de-sac of three houses at the eastern
end (Gray Gardens East). The layout of Gray Gardens West has a land-
scaped plot separating it from Garden Street and a similiar strip
witiiin. Lots are large and well-landscaped. Architecturally, this
well-maintained neighborhood contains almost exclusively Neo-Georgian
homes, all originally single family. Also contributing to the marked
architectural cohesiveness of the district is the fact that sixteen
of its twenty-eight buildings were designed by three firms: Putnam
and Cox, Duguid and Martin, and Howe and Manning.

The boundaries of the Gray Gardens East and West Historic District
are very distinct. The houses included within the district are limited
to those fronting on the streets laid out by the Garden Street Trust
in the 1920's. Set off by 1950's University housing to the south and
1890's multi-family homes to the west and north. Gray Gardens East and

West forms an entity nto itself.

Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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Architectural Significance con't.

Al t hough nost of t he houses i n thedistrict areGeorgian Revival
in style, there area fewnoteworthy exceptions. The Hall tavern,
20 Gay Gardens West, was built i nSouth Duxbury, Mss., and novedt o
Canbridge i n1930. The style is.Federal, with residual H gh Georgian
details such as t heDoric entablature and pilasters that franet he
elliptical doorway andthew de corner boards that arescored and painted
to resemble quoins. An elaborate cornice molding includes dimnutive
trumpet corbels used like dentils. The shingled wall surfacei s an
original detail. Sash i s 12/12.

- Also atypical of theneighborhood i s 16 Gay Gardens' East, de-
signed i n1922 by G aham Carey for himself. Neo-Tudor i nstyle, the
house displays such characteristic features as half-timbering conbined
with unusual carved rope nol ding around t hew ndows and doors and
carved bargeboards.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa. 7
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Gray Gardens National Register District Cambridge Mass., Cambridge MRA

DisTUia DMA Siiicr
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Reviewer's comments:
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Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquitition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Cltecic one Chedc one

excellent | | deteriorated e unaltered e original site
CD good I lruins » altered * nraved date.
o fair | I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| |dates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph iZv
e completeness
e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context **

« relationship of integrity to significanci9”"4/.*«fl'
e justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet
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