
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

B 80 

Reading 

•ess 77-83 Ash StPoet 

:oric Name CaptAiHfi Parker^c Red House  
I * «^ J 

: Original 

Present 

dv re l l i np 

d\/el l inE 

^ i? rsh ip :pn Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

locat ion i n r e l a t i on to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical featvires. 
Indicate north . 

Original ownerAfa/Kfl/U'et POAX^A 

'CRIPTION: 

Date b e f o r e 1765 

1765 map Source 

Style v e r n a c u l a r Georgian 

> AJ'< Archi tect 

^ s p ' i ' r Exter ior wal l f ab r ic clapboa^^ds. s h i n g l e s 

ôl\K" C Outbuildings 

F=^oyAv.t 

^^^A?i 

9i! l ; ••!.' 

Major alterations (with dates) two-story 

e l l , north; tv/o-story porch, south; 

one-story extension, west 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 11,490 sc . f t . 

A s s o c i a t e s '%->^^-l 
on Sett ing Faces sou th on o l d coach 

Organization Heading H i s t o r i c a l Com- road 

Date IIoveiTii: 0 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural featvires and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

T h i s i s a common house t y p e , h a v i n g a f i v e - b a y f a c a d e , a c e n t e r e n t r a n c e , 
and a c e n t e r chimney. I t f e a t u r e s two i m p o r t a n t doo r s , bo th p r o b a b l y f r o m 
an e a r l y da t e : one on the south and one on the n o r t h . Perhaps one l e d t o 
the t a v e r n room. The c o r n e r boards are r a t h e r wide f o r the p e r i o d . The 
s o u t h - f a c i n g door i s p r o b a b l y the e a r l i e r o f the tv;o, i n terms o f a main 
e n t r a n c e . I t i s somev/hat more s o p h i s t i c a t e d than u s u a l , Vv'ith p i l a s t e r s 
e x h i b i t i n g e n t a s i s on p e d e s t a l s and a f o u r - l i g h t t ransom v/indov/ i n i t s 
enframement . 

t 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
i and how the building relates to the development of the community) 
T h i s house was a landmark when the 1755 map was made o f the community. The 
f a c t t h a t the house was p a i n t e d — an uncommon occur rence f o r the p e r i o d — 
made i t no t ev /o r t hy . I t s tood on a coach ing r o a d , on l a n d t h a t had long 
been ov.-ned by P a r k e r s . Ens ign N a t h a n i e l Pa rke r was the f i r s t ; he l e f t 
the l a n d t o h i s son. L i e u t e n a n t N a t h a n i e l P a r k e r , who l e f t i t t o h i s son, 
Cap t a in Nathan P a r k e r . Cap t a in Pa rke r was the ov.Tier o f the house when i t 
was i d e n t i f i e d i n 1765; he v/as a c t i v e i n tov/n a f f a i r s . The sam.e was t r u e o f 
h i s son . C o l o n e l Nathan P a r k e r , v/ho became the tovm' s f i r s t pos tmas te r . 
A f t e r Cap t a in Nathan d i e d i n 1778, the house passed t o C o l o n e l Nathan, v/ho 
began t o keep a t a v e r n t he r e i n 1781 . T h i s t a v e r n v/as where area r e s i d e n t s 
ga the red f o r the m.emorial s e r v i c e t o George \7ashington. A f t e r the Andover 
and Medford t u r n p i k e v/as b u i l t i n 1806-07, however, the t a v e r n was no l o n g e r 
on the main r o a d , and C o l o n e l Nathan b u i l t ano ther t a v e r n on the t u r n p i k e . 
The t u r n p i k e became I l a i n S t r e e t , the f o c u s o f commercia l a c t i v i t y . 

C o l o n e l Na than ' s son , Edmund, was a selectman and a member o f the General 
C o u r t , and he drew the 1830 map o f Reading. H i s daughte r C a r o l i n e m a r r i e d 
James D a v i s , vvhose name e.ppears on the 1854 map f o r t h i s house. The Davises 
l i v e d here f r o m 1831 t o 1888; t hey were A b o l i t i o n i s t s , and may have s h e l t e r e d 
run away s1aves. 

The l a n d on v/hich the " red house" s t o o d v/as s u b d i v i d e d i n 1831 , and i n 1845, 
s t r e e t s v/ere opened near the house. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1765 map Cap ta in P a r k e r ' s 
1795 map C o l . Pa rke r 
1830 map .yes 
1854 map J . Davis (James) 
1875 map I I I I I I 

1889 map L . H u t c h i n s 

B i s h o p , R o o f t r e e s , Chapter 29 
• Ea ton , G e n e a l o g i c a l H i s t o r y , p . 310 

2C»l-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCFMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccnnijnity: 
Reading 

Form No: 
3-80 

Property Name: -jrj_p,o. g-̂  

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below. 

JmT--7") — A T?r>T-! ' •'i J_jT T i "J" Q''^ 

Caotai 
ICth-c 
its sn 

with 

er. 
ec 
*-\^ 

:han P 
w i t h R 
exampl 
o f loc 
end me 

P a r k e r ' s Red House i s s i ~ n i f i c r - n t ( l ) f o r i t s r o l e as sn . 
t u r y t a v e r n on a m a j o r n o r t h - s o u t h coach ing road ; (2) f o r 
i a l d e s i g n a t i o n on the map o f 1765; (3 ) f o r i t s c o n n e c t i o n 
e l o c a l l y i m p o r t a n t Pa rke r f a r . i l y , p a r t i c u l a r l y C a p t a i n 
ar ' :e r and h i s son C o l o n e l TTathan; (4) f o r i t s c o n n e c t i o n 
d i n g ' s A b o l i t i o n movement; and (5 ) as a l a r g e l y i n t a c t 
o f v e r n a c u l a r Georg ian a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y 
i o n , g e r n e r a l d e s i g n , m . a t e r i a l s , v/orkm.anship, and f e e l i n g , 
s C r i t e r i a A, E, and C o f the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

HPS u»» onty 

ite entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 7 'j-; 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Nichols, James, House 
Entered In t h * 
National Register 

62. Nichols, Richard, House 

63. Octagon House 

64. Old Hose House 

Entered In tK« 
National Register 

Entered In tlia 
National Register 

Entered Tr I f ? 

65. Parker, Capt. Nathaniel, ^^^^^f ̂ ^^^ 
Red House ^^^^^^^^^ ^'^^^^^^ 

66. Parker House 
(52 Salem St.) 

67. Parker, Joseph, House 

Entered i n the 
National Register 

Entered In the 
National Register 

Entered in the 
68. Parker, Samuel, House ,̂y,fiJAl._£-gister 

69. Parker, Stillman, House Entered in tli« 
Kational Register 

70. Parker House 
(316 Haven St.) Entered in t̂ e 

National Begister 

Keeper 

Attest 

^ ^ e p e r 

Attest 

^iveeper 

Attest 

/%e^eper 

Attest 

•j^^epev 
Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

^Iteeper 

Attest 

f^Ceeper 

Attest 

y^Tteeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

(Al(A<<.^A^Y^ 779-̂ 9  

(AiiA-^-^-^^jSy.^ ^7-/»-f-V  

nALl-^^^yj^^c^' iA/9/t^  

' p e e p e r /ny^^^^-^U^.^^^^^^ 7 

peeper X ^ L M - ^ ^ ^ - ^ X ^ X ^ 779~H 

s i * ! ' 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Parker, Capt. Nathaniel, Red House 
(Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

d l resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
C] owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

W n r . i n n N . . J U N . 

Fed. Reg. Date: <A2Ac^yX'^" 
Date Due: 7 i r / / 7 - / f - j . / ~ ~ 
Action: 

Entered in the RETURN 
Hatlonal HeglBter REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

1 I ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity -r- -
I I dates 
• boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


