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‘As it stands today, the Brady House is five bays wide, brick, two stories
high, with a cross-gable and a porch across the frontage. Two dormers
flank the cross-gable;. The house faces west, toward the old Peterson Road,
now Route 896, Surrounding the house are numerous trees and outbuildings,
arranged in a carefully planned pattern. At the highway frontage, there is
an ornate iron fence that terminates a vista on axis with the front door of the
house. A drive along the north edge of the yard connects the house and barns
with the highway.

=~ A rear brick ell, to which a lower brick wing has been added, extends the
house eastward. Between this ell and the main house is an ornate screened
verandah, now glassed in:- Large brackets, a widow's walk on the roof, and
ornate chimney caps are among the well-preserved exterior detailsz.

The first floor contains a center stair hall with a large parlor to the right

and a living room to the left in the main block; a small stair hall,

office, dining room, breakfast room, kitchen, and pantry are situated in

the brick rear wings. For the use of the family, there were two bedrooms

on the second floor of the main block and three in the wing; a small servant's
bedroom occurs in the second floor of the rear wing. The third floor contains
three bedchambers. '

“The rooms on the first floor are large, but plain, embellished primarily with
finely-detailed stone mantels, Greek Doric columns support the marble mantel
shelves. Similar stone mantels are found in the second floor rooms of the mai
block.=. For additional decorations, Brady depended upon the rich draperies
and other furnishings that still remain in some parts of the house.
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The exterior brickwork, which is laid ih Flemish bond on the front and in
common bond on the sides and rear, was painted yellow, but much of the
paint has weathered off, The trim remains painted white,

The front of the house is framed by a vista of random-sized plantings that
surround a lawn on axis. At the roadside, an elaborate iron fence serves
to terminate the vista,

43S




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[C] Pre-Columbian) ] 16th Century ] 18th Century {1 20th Century
{3 15th Century 0 ]th Century X 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1810, 1860
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [J Education [ Political ] Urban Planning
] Prehistoric [} Engineering [} Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
[:]I Hlstonc O Industry losophy
(] Agrlculiure [ Invention [] Science
X3 Arch[te-c'urs o ,& Landscape [ Sculpture
] Art S "7 Architecture [:| Social/Human-
[J Commerce [ Literature itarian
[ Communications [ Military [0 Theater
[[J Conservation ] Music 3 Tronsportation

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
- Greenlawn was originally built around 1810 by Qutten n Davis, a merchant and farmer

who was. instrumental in the development of Mlddle_tovv_n as a comne rcial centers;.
Davis built his house soon after he moved his operations from Cantwell's Bridge
(Odessa) to Middletown. He was soon jeined by other young entrepreneurs, who
established a trading community around the Middletown crossroads. As the village

grew, it-eclipsed the older markets at Noxontown and Cantwell's Bridge. By mid-century

Middletown was the commercial, cultural, and religious center for lower New Castle
County. Outten Davis, as a founder of the Middletown Academy and active civic
leader, -had been at the forefront of this development,

As builf,f‘*th‘e Hbuse' was a typical late-Georgian brick structure, 2% stories high,
with a five-bay frontage featuring such details as a semicircular fanlight over the
entry and a small portico over the door.

William Brady, who bought the house in 1860, altered 1t radlcally, with the
aﬁﬁiﬁon of a cross- gable, an ornate three-bay front porch, a widow's walk on the
roof, bracketed cornices, and large-paned windows. The present owner, William's
niece Miss Helen Brady, has preserved the house intact. '

William' Brady's alterations to Greenlawn were in keeping with the teachings of

A. J. Downing, whose Country Houses was one of the most influential architecture
books published during the nineteenth century. Landscaping, which includes a
cast-iron fence along the highway frontage, has survived remarkably intact to
testify to the influence of Downing's ideas.
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Outten Davis papers, microfilm, Eleutherian Mills Historical Library.

Personal interview, Miss Helen Brady.
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