


6. Function or Use George Peabody House, Peabody, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling Vacant/not i n use

Domestic/multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
Early Republic/Federal foundation ANone
~dlg synthetics/vinyl
rocf asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The George Peabody House, Peabody, stands on the north side of Washington
Street about 700 feet east of Allen's Lane in an area containing a mixture of
industrial, commercial, and residential buildings of the 19th century to the
mid-20th century. The Federal-style farmhouse was built, ca. 1790-1793 and is
the only surviving house of its period in the immediate vicinity.

The house stands near the southeast corner of a gently sloping lot containing
14,742 square feet, the remaining fragment of a twelve acre farm. It stands
close to the street, set behind a portion of a picket fence and a small grass
yard. The remainder of the lot is principally lawn, with a few ornamental
shrubs and deciduous trees. A driveway exists to the east of the house.

The Peabody House, sheathed in vinyl during the 1970s, is asymmetrical in
plan. It consists of a 2 1/2-story, four bay main block (ca. 1790-1793) el ]
beneath an asphalt-shingled roof, and two integral ells: one (ca. 17807?)

extends three bays to the west, is set back approximately ten feet from the I A
main block, and is two stories in height, while the rear ell (ca. 1843-1854)
extends four bays to the north beneath a broadly pitched roof. The entire . H .-

house rises from a fieldstone foundation . All windows contain double-hung
6/6 sash set in simple moulded frames.

The main block's facade (south elevation) is dominated by the main entry '
contained within a pedimented porch set west of center and framed by
sidelights. The east elevation of the main block possesses single windows at
the first and second stories, with a small attic window in the gable end. The
west elevation is largely obscured by the western ell, but a single window
exists at each story. The rear elevation (north) of the main block is

entirely hidden by the rear ell. A pair of chimneys rise from the north slope
of the roof.

The western ell may have been moved to this site at the construction of the

main house, possibly pre-dating it by ten years. Its south elevation is
asymmetrically arranged and consists of an entry (east) and two windows at the

first story and two windows at the second story. The west elevation possesses

a single window at the first story (south) and two at the second story, while

the rear elevation contains two windows at each story. A chimney rises from _
the ridge of the roof near the west end. Vv, 1

A [x~ See continuation sheet «
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The east elevation of the rear ell possesses anentry north of center
sheltered by anodern aumnumawning. |tis flanked by three wndows (two
south and one northz, with three evenly-spaced wndows at the second story. A
chinmey rises fromthe western slope of the rear ell's roof. The | ot slopes
nort hward, exposi ng approxi nately four feet of the fieldstone foundation a

the ell"s north elevation. Adoor and three wndows exist at the basenent,
with three evenly-spaced wndows at the first and second stories. Anattic
wndow exi sts at the north elevation. The west elevation of the rear ell i s
broken by a door and twowndows at the first story, andthree wndows at the
second story. Theentry opens onto g contenporary wooden deck.

The Reabody House retains sone of itsoriginal floor plan and amxture of
trimincluding sone original details and nany dath romthe md 19th centur
rear addition. The nain block consists of acentral stairhall with aroom a
the east and west ends of each story. The western el | possesses a stairway
along the wall to the nain block, with asingle roomat each story. The rear
ell appears to have undergone the nost alterationwith the addition of
kitchens and bat hr oons. teworthy details include cased post and beans, sone
surviving original plaster wall, wood floors, and interior doors. Qher
finishes, trim nmantels, and fireplaces appear to date fromthe tine the back
%|h| waﬁgggded, with the exception of the wndow sash, which appear to be |ater
an :

A chaeol ogy

Wi | e mErehi storic sites are currently recorded onthe property, it is
highly likely that sites are present. At [east eight sites have been reported
in the general area (Wthinonemle). In addition, the physical
characteristics of the property prior to Eiuropean settlenent nay have nade
this anattractivearea for native settlenent and subsistence activities.

(ol dthwai t Brook, which flows north of the roPert_y or|?| nally net tidewater
fromthe North Rver about 1/2-mle avay. Fol own? sett|enment nany of these
wetlands were altered and filled through urban devel opnent. Wil e nany
favorable site locations around wet|and peripheries nay have been destroyed,
It is possible that sone sites survive. Snce patterns of prehistoric
occupation in Reabody are poorly docunented any surviving sites woul d be
significant. Regional aswell "as [ocal significance mght result fromsites
found in this area and their ﬁOS_Sl ble association with sites along Sl em
Harbor, Beverly Harbor, and their tributaryrivers, all knom areas of
prehistoric period settlenent about twoto three mles to the north and east.

conti nued
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There is also a potential for significant historic remains on the property.
Background research, controlled testing, and excavation may help to determine
whether or not agricultural related remains survive from the area's use as
common land in the 18th century. Remains may also exist from tannery
operations which were common in the Goldthwait Brook area. Farm related
features (structures, trash pits, wells) are also possible from the late 18th
century after construction of the original farmstead. These remains could
provide detailed information on the changing social, cultural, and economic
patterns that characterized early life in Peabody.



8. Statement of Significance George Peabody House,

Peabody, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties:

n nationally Q statewide UTl locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [XIA PHB [X]C | ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A [x|C
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)

CHE I 1G
Period of Significance

Significant Dates

Architecture ca. 1790- 1938
Communi ty Pl anning & Devel opnent
Phi | ant hropy

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
George Peabody N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The George Peabody House retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, feeling, workmanship, and association, and meets Criteria A and C
of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level. The Peabody
House is significant as the only surviving Federal period farmhouse remaining
in Peabody's densely developed downtown area. The house retains mary details
characteristic of the Federal style, as well as possessing architectural
details reflecting mid-19th-century alterations to the building. Built as a
farmhouse in the late 18th century, later ownership resulted in the house
being occupied by employees of the adjacent glue factories. Thus, the Peabody
House is emblematic of Peabody's transition from an agricultural economy to
an industrial one. Fom the mid-18th century to 1986 the building was
associated with Peabody's industrial development through its ownership and use
by the American Glue Company and associated businesses.

The George Peabody House also meets Criterion B on the local and state levels
for its association with George Peabody, prominent international financier and
philanthropist. The house was Peabody's birthplace and home for his first
fifteen years, and under Criteria Consideration Cis eligible for the National
Register as the only known surviving building in which Peabody lived.

The area which was to become Peabody (inc. 1855) was originally part of Salem.
Earliest settlement occured in the 1620s and 1630s. Throughout the 17th and
18th centuries the economy was based on agriculture and husbandry, and
settlement patterns consisted largely of scattered small farms and common
lands. While larger and smaller farms existed, the majority of farms were
probably about 100 to 200 acres.

Industrial development began during the Colonial period, with the
establishment of numerous mills and the beginnings of the tanning industry in
Peabody. The tanning industry was to become the focus of Peabody's economy by
the mid-19th century. By 1865, there were 92 manufacturing establishment with
1,311 employees; many of these were associated with leather tanning or shoe
manufacturing. The manufacturing sector of Peabody's ecpntgy™jy*ig/ljfic hdtff'9
the late 19th and early 20th centuries as the leather tanning industry
expanded. The total male workforce engaged in manufacturing grew from 6% in
1875 to 8% in 1915. During the same span agricultural employment fell from
18% to 3% of the total.

continued
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See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:

has been requested State historic preservation office
Ipreviously listed in the National Register I |Other State agency
I previously determined eligible by the National Register | I|Federal agency
|designated a National Historic Landmark I ILocal government
|

Irecorded by Historic American Buildings | University
Survey # e other T
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # MHC Inventory of Historic Assets #159

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property less than one acre
Quad - Salem Scale - 1:25000
UTM References
ALJ_J 1314iQI9i7 10 k i7 Inigb IS i B L1 L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
cL_U 11 1 1 11 DL~ [ 11 [ I I D I

| |1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nomi nated property includes thehouse and |and at 205 Washi ngton Street,
city lot 94-5A, bounded as follows: North by land of Eastman Gel atine
Corporation, East by land of PV Realty Associates, South by Washington Street,
and West by Eastman Gel atine Corp.

[ 1 See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes theentire city | ot presently associated withthe
property. The twelve acres originally associated with thePeabody House
had been devel oped by t he Anerican G ue Conpany by t helate19th
century.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. FormPrepared By

nane/title Betsy Friedber National Register Director/MG. wi.t | audi a De la, Sepipor Planner
organization Masgachuset t ngi storical Oogmn' ssi on %J&b Eegr uary 9, %%8 and Ki'm BrengFe
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617~ 727- 8470

city or town Boston . state .zip code 02116
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During the early 20th century the house and glue factory were still removed
from the mainstream of development and building in Peabody. The Sanborn Atlas
maps of 1903 and 1907 show only the glue operations since there were no other
significant buildings in the area.

American Glue continued renting the house to the installed tenants, but in
1921, Harry Newton, who was a foreman at American glue moved in with his wife
and three sons, Alton, Herbert, and Sydney. By 1925, his sons were working as
a fireman and in the leather industry. Harry Newton continued at American
Glue until 1930, when the business was purchased by Eastman Gelatine. He
occupied the house until 1940. From 1944 until the house was purchased by the
City of Peabody in 1986, it was occupied by Eastman employees.

The Peabody House is significant under Criterion Cas a rare and
well-preserved example of a Federal-style farmhouse in Peabody.
Representative of the farmhouses that dotted Peabody's rural 18th-century
landscape, this house is the only survivor of its type in Peabody's densely
developed downtown. The house's fieldstone foundation, massing, pedimented
entry porch, and interior details such as cased posts and beams are all
characteristic of its style and function.

The George Peabody House is now owned by the City of Peabody, and plans exist
to establish a small tannery museum there.












8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

mi completeness

e clarity o' S.
mi applicable criteria '

mi justification of areas checked

mi relating significance to the resource e J'
e context

m] relationship of integrity to significance

mi justification of exception A
mi other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state locd
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title datB-

13. Other

mi Mgs
« Photographs
(eother

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached stmt

vjr

GPO 918-450










































May 16, 1988

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull;
Encl osed you will find the nomnation forns for the followng properties:
Boston, (zias Godwn Huuse; 7 Jackson Avenue

Melrose, Melrose Public Library, 63 Vést Ewerson Street

Northanpton, Fort HIl Hstoric District; 124, 130, 134, 135 144,
and 148 South Street

Reabody, orge Redbody House; 205 Véshington Street

Sheffield, Sheffield Plain Hstoric District; roughly 1/2-mle of
US Route 7, south from(adk Roed intersection

They have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been signed

g/ the Sate Hstoric Preservation Cficer. Qwers were notified of pend ng
ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and were

afforded the opportunity to cooment. N conments have been received to date.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg . N
Ntional Register Director
Massachusetts H storical Gnmnssi on

BH es

Enclosure MAY 2 4 1988

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



