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Architectural Description

Site: The house is located on the north western slopes of Nuuanu Valley in 
Puunui, adjacent to the Oahu Country Club. The terrain is steeply sloping 
rock and the vegetation is pine forest and tropical plantings. The entry is 
approximately 8'-0" above the driveway, the lowest terrace is a lava rock wall.

Exterior:

The house is two story stuccoed masonry with the floor levels terracing down 
the slope of the site. The roof forms are complex combinations of gables, parapets, 
and shed roofs. Two roofing surfaces are in evidence: ungrouted red barrel 
mission tile on the sloping roofs and tar paper built up roof on the flat roofs. 
The roof structure is wood frame. All wall surfaces, both interior and exterior 
are white stucco. Windows are metal framed casement, three panes in each panel. 
Doors are metal studded wood.

The house plan is cross shaped, with a central courtyard In the center open to 
the elements. Each arm of the cross is at a different level, giving the overall 
appearance of the structure the feeling of a Mediterranean hill town.

Interior:

Entry to the villa is through a deep reveal metal studded wood door. The entry 
foyer has a grdin'ed cei I ing, stuccoed walls and tiled'floor. Immediately leading 
from the entry is a tile loggia opening on one side to the central open court, 
and on the other side to the main living room at a slightly lower level. At the 
far axix of the loggia, down several additional steps is the secondary entry from ' 
the garage a'nd'side courtyard. The loggia has a decorative'wood ceiling; the 
design is intersecting squares, recessed into larger squares. Various colors 
highlight this design. The main djning room has a similar ceiling, there are no 
color highlights. From the central courtyard, the north wing contains: a library, 
and two bedrooms with separate baths. Directly above the courtyard, on the 
mountain side is the mastersuite: bedroom, bath, and small parlour. An upper 
loggia joins these three rooms. The opposite wing contains the kitchen and 
pantry, as well as the formal dining room.

The significant interior elements are: the iron gates, the wooden entry doors to
the main house and livingroom, the coffered wood ceilings, the tiled floors, and
the tiled fountain in the courtyard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site is registered for primary architectural significance.

The house is a good example of Mediterranean revival architecture because of 
the stuccoed exterior and interior, the central courtyard, and the mission tiled 
roof forms. This style was particularly in vogue at this time. A small group of 
Architects in Honolulu were trying to develop an architectural style particularly 
suited to the Hawaiian lifestyle and climate. The architect for this residence 
was the leader of that group, Hart Wood. The Mediterranean revival style had 
been used elsewhere in Honolulu at this time, the most notable example being the 
Walter Dillingham Residence, La Pietra, at Diamond Head. The use of the 
Mediterranean revival style . is tempered by Hart Wood's strong design hand. The 
forms are simple in shape, while the level of interest is obtained by the clearly 
detailed ornamentation.
Hart Wood (I880-I957) came to Hawaii in I9I9 as a junior partner of Dickey and 
Wood. His independent nature caused him to experiment with forms that were 
unique to the islands. ( fteny, of the residences that he designed were, usecj as, 
tools to try design idea's later used in his larger public buildings.

The house was built by Mr. and Mrs. Georges de Souza Canavarro. Mr. Canavarro 
was the son of the Consul-Genera I of Portugal, Antonia de Souze^anayarrp. ( ,
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