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gC] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Southwest Point, located at the junction of the Clinch and 
Tennessee rivers , just south of present day Kingston, was erected 
by General John Sevier in November, 1792. The fort, one of a 
series of similar fortifications located in the western section of 
what was then the State of North Carolina, and the Territory 
Southwest of the River Ohio, commanded an imposing position on a 
high hill overlooking the confluence of the two rivers. From this 
point a person can see one mile upstream on both rivers and over 
three miles downstream on the Tennessee River. The position was 
advantageous also because of the transportation facility of the 
waters and the availability of supplies by water from the east.

When the first blockhouse was being built, the militia troops dug 
a deep ditch leading to the nearby spring and covered it with logs, 
so that in the event of an Indian attack, the defenders of the 
blockhouse would have access to their water supply.

The blockhouses have long been gone, but there are still visible 
indentations that could be either the remains of foundations of 
the blockhouses or gun emplacements. It is hoped that archaeological 
work can soon be done on the site to determine what still remains 
from this early period.

At the present time the slopes of the hill are used by the City of 
Kingston for recreational facilities, but as yet the strategic top 
of the hill has not been disturbed and remains unused. Plans are 
being discussed for the, restoration and'preservation of the area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Southwest Point Is one of the most important sites in Tennessee 
because of its prominence in the struggle between the white settlers 
and the Indians and the settlement of Middle Tennessee.

Following several years of treaty-making with the whites and in­ 
creasing encroachments upon their lands, the Cherokees became more 
and more hostile in the early 1790 T s. As reports of hostilities 
mounted, Governor William Blount of the Territory Southwest of the 
River Ohio reacted by activating units of the territorial militia. 
General John Sevier was placed in command of these forces with 
instructions from the Secretary of War, through Blount, to operate 
cautiously and limit his troops to defensive measures. As Sevier 
departed Knoxville, both he and the enemy were aware of the 
strategic importance of the hill rising above the forks of the Clinch 
and Tennessee Rivers. Sevier, however, reached the site first and 
began to erect fortificatipns, completing the blockhouse .in November, 
1792.

The function of the fort proved to be two-fold. Founded by frontiers­ 
men of the territorial militia to protect them and their homes from 
Indian depredations, the fort performed that function for about two 
years. Troops were used as escorts for settlers into the Cumberland 
area of what is now Middle Tennessee. * Many instances of encounters 
with the Indians are recorded. The fort served as a refuge for 
whites attacked by Indians.
/
In 1794- a regular garrison of United States Army troops replaced the 
militia and remained at Southwest Point until its abandonment in 1807.

In 1796, Congress approved "An Act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontier." This 
act prohibited white settlement on Indian lands and authorized the 
use of military force to remove squatters. Thus, the fort during 
its latter years protected the Indians from the white man, providing 
something of a paradox. The dominant feature of the final years 
of the post T s history is the work of the Cherokee Indian Agency 
located there after June, 1801. Colonel Return Jonathan Meigs, a 
distinguished veteran of the American Revolution, served as Indian 
agent, and under his leadership the Cherokee agency worked successfull 
to secure and maintain the government's goal of peace along the 
frontier, and troops stationed at the post assisted the Agent._______
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8. Significance (cont.)

Fort Southwest Point, therefore, played a most important part in the 
history of the Indian-White relationship in the settling of Tennessee, 
and deserves to be preserved as a reminder of this most important 
period of the state's history.


