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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Methuen Memorial Music Hall is located on Broadway (Mass. Route 28) on the 
north bank of the Spicket River, just south of the town center. The nominated property 
is approximately 7/8 of acre and infbiwally landscaped. 

The monumentally scaled, Renaissance Revival structure has a Latin cross 
plan and is built of brick on a granite foundation. The slate ridge roof has gently 
flared leaves and a iiDdillioned comice. Projecting pavilions with cross gable roofs 
act as the arms of the cross. A continuous sandstone stringcourse encircles the 
structure dividing the grand scaled hall from a second floor. The facade faces east 
towards Broadway and is dominated by the balancing elements of the attached tower and 
projecting pavilion. 

The tower is built in 3 stages. The f i r s t stage includes the principal 
entrance. This entrance is round arched and framed by a pedimented sandstone frontispiece 
set within a t a l l round arched recession. Above the entrance are long, paired round arched 
windows and single round arched windows on the side elevations. The second stage begins 
above tlie encircling belt. I t is 3 levels high with 3 round arched brick panels. There 
is a single round arched window set with the center panel, on the third level of the tower 
facade. The side elevations have 3 similar windows on the f i r s t level and single windows 
on the second and third levels. A projecting sandstone comice divides the second and 
third stages. The third stage has a columned arcade on a l l four elevations. Above this is 
a corbelled table and hip roof. 

The principal element of the projecting paAalion is a large scale round arched 
window. Above the encircling comice/stringcourse are paired narrow round arched windows 
capped by a blind receiving arch. The pavilion gable is stepped in four stages with 
sandstone finials and baroque scrolls and pinacles on each step. The middle step has 
tripled narrow round arched windows. The crowning step has a triangular sandstone pediment. 

The portion of the facade betaveen tlie tower and pavilion has a round arched 
window. To the otlier side of the paAdlion is a narrow round arched window. 

The nortJi elevation is plain and relieved only by the stringcourse. In the 
gable pediment is a two level pilastered feature, topped by a scroll relief. In the f i r s t 
level is a sandstone plaque, reading in raised lettering "Serlo Organ Hall." In the 
second level are paired 6/6 windows. 

The south elevation is also plain with an open arched two story e l l which 
formerly led to a now demolished organ factory. 

The rear elevation, with the exception of the tower,is similar to the facade. 
On the northem end is a shed roofed basement entrance with glass block fenestration. 

The Corinthian order interior has ornate panneling, and gilded coffered 
vaulted ceilings with lavish plaster relief ornament. Busts of great conposers set in 
cartouche line the walls. 

The Boston Music Hall Organ dominates the interior. The organ case is the 
principal fixture. This baroque case features pipes sipported by carved heroic figures. 
The tallest pipes are capped by wooden domes and surmounted by standing and kneeling 
musical putti. Pilasters, friezes and panels of the case are lavishly decorated with 
figures, faces, brackets and other omamental features. 

The Methuen Organ Factory once stood to the west and was connected by the 
archway. This structure bumed in 1943. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Methuen INfemorial Misic Hall is s ignif icant fo r i t s architecture, as the f i n a l location 
of the famous Boston Music Hall Organ, and as an exarrple of the eccentricity and 
philanthropy of Edward F. Searles. 

The Music Hall was designed by the English architect, Henry Vaughan. Vau^an also 
designed the National Cathedral and the Groton School Chapel. Searles b u i l t this ha l l 
to house the famous Boston Music Hall Organ which had been b u i l t i n 1863 by Walcker 
of Germany. The organ had been i n storage fo r many years af ter haAang been removed from 
the stage of the Music Hall to make room for the newly organized Boston Symphony Orchestrai 

Edward F. Searles was a Methuen native bom to poor farmers. Af ter working i n many jobs 
from an early age, he made a small fortune and established a professional reputation 
as an in ter ior decorator. Af ter touring Europe to add to his art collection, he 
retumed to America and became associated with the f i rm of >fcKim >fead and White. Searles 
met tlie widow of Mark Hopkins i n San Francisco,- i n 1881 and quickly became her 
f inancial advisor as well as decorator. In 1887 they were married which caused a 
sensation since Mary Hopkins was so many years Searles' senior. They retumed east and 
Searles immediately began constructing identical castles i n Great Barrington on Mary's 
maiden aunt's land, and i n Methuen on the si te of his family's farm. 

The Music Hall was or ig ina l ly known as the Serlo Organ Hal l ; the Anglophile Searles 
believed that Serlo was the old English deriA/ation of his family name. .̂ . 

In addition to the Music Hall Seiarles also gave his home town two scliools, three churches, 
a reproduction English tavern, and paid o f f the town debt. He also b u i l t two castles 
in nearby Windham New Hanpshire as well as Block Island, Rhode Island. 

Searles gave $1.5m to the University of Cal i fomia at Berkley, cal l ing i t a "mere t r i f l e , " 
and the Searles Scient i f ic Building to Bowdoin College. He donated the Nob H i l l 
Mansion to San Francisco as an art museum. 
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iMet)^ 

17 November 1978 

Dr. William J. Murtagh, 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 202^0 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: ' ̂-"̂  

Thank you for your l e t t e r (H32-NR) of 1? October 1978 confirming that 
the Methuen Memorial Music Ha l l has been nominated by the Massachusetts 
HistorTcal Commission f o r l i s t i n g i n the National Register of His t o r i c 
Places. 

The h i s t o r i c a l significance of t h i s property l i e s i n the fa c t that the 
Methuen Memorial Music Ha l l houses the f i r s t concert organ i n the 
United States ( o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t f o r the Boston Music H a l l i n I863) and 
is probably the only instance i n history i n which a h a l l of such pro­
portions and such magnificence has been b u i l t f o r the sole purpose of 
housing an organ. 

Organized i n 19^6 i n accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as a non-profit educational corporation, the Methuen 
Memorial Music H a l l , Inc. i s responsible f o r the preservation of the 
organ and h a l l . The present corporation Board of Trustees sponsors 
a summer series of weekly organ r e c i t a l s and a f a l l series of weekly 
varied musical programs. 

I respectfully encourage you to act favorably on t h i s nomination. 

Thank you f o r your consideration i n t h i s matter and i f there i s any 
additio n a l information I may provide, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

METHUEN MEMORIAL MUSIC HALL, INC. 

Edward J. Sampson Jr., President 
38 Chestnut Court 
North Andover, Massachusetts 01845 

Property Address: 
Post Office Box 463 
Methuen, Massachusetts 01844 

EJS,Jr/dml 
cc. Ms. Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Mr. Ernest G. Mack, Chairman 
Methuen H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Founded in 1946 to preserve the famous Boston Music Hall Organ and the Hall 
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