
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of form  
Photo number 1 \Q4- - \ ' \ 

30M-5-77 

In Area no. Form no. 

MID CAMB. I I C 6 

1. Town raTTihr^i'dPe 

Address 398 H a r v a r d Avenue 

Name O l d Cambridge B a p t i s t Church 

Present use c h u r c h 

Present owner O l d Cambridge B a p t i s t 
Church 

3. Description: 

Date 186 7-70 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style G o t h i c R e v i v a l 

Architect A l e x a n d e r R. E s t y 

Exterior wall fabric s t one 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other f e a t u r e s t a l l s tone s p i r e , a 

p r o m i n e n t Cambridge l andmark , manv 

t y p i c a l G o t h i c - s t y l e f e a t u r e s . 

Altered No Date 

Moved Yes Datq 8 89 - a f t e i 
a f i r e . 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less xX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 1*5 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

2P>' 

6. Recorded by Robe r t N y l a n d e r / H a r r i e t 
Whi te 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

• Date_ 196 7/19 80^ 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use church 

Old Cambridge B a p t i s t Socie ty 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Alexander R. Esty des-igned tMs- handsome erxample 
of GotMc Revival r e l i g i o x i s a r c h i t e c t u r e . The t a l l 
stone s p i r e i s a prominent Cambridge landmark. The 
church e x h i b i t s the p o s t - C i v i l War change i n design 
from the t r a d i t i o n a l meetinghouse form t o the l o f t y 
asymmetry o f the Gothic Revival. The point e d arches 
b u t t r e s s e s , t u r r e t s and sp i r e s combine t o produce the 
s t y l e , which p r e v a i l e d d u r i n g the l a t e 1860s. The 
e x t e r i o r resembles H.H. Richardson's Church o f the 
Unity i n S p r i n g f i e l d , Massachusetts. The i n t e r i o r 
was g r e a t l y remodelled f o l l o w i n g an 18 89 f i r e , so 
t h a t only the nave i s u n a l t e r e d . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-«1) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

Nat iona l Register off H is tor ic Places '̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page/^ "^'7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signatyre 

''cummings, e. e.. House ^a^S^i-'-^vo ^»''*»'!J< g-ggpgj._ j / ^ ( . ^ / / y L ^ f J ) ( p ^ l , - 3o -P; 

92. 

^ f North Avenue Congregational Church • ^Keeper ^^k^y- ^^Afy*^ A'Uf^ 

^?Ss^:«-',.:\ • v^.^f^rjAttest 

-9>. Prospect Congregational Church -^Keeper /J^y/^^ ^.^ilA^Ad^ M 
Substantiva Eeview 

Attest 

95. University >hxseum„.. -__ - _ ^Keeper j^OjuJl^^^/AJ^ f / / A j ( f A 

Attest ^AA^^Z^ZThty^ 
96. Old Cambridge Baptist Church t \ ' , - i / l yr ; n-, ' 

' ^ ^ . _ r Keeper /-< i ^ ^ . /I, ihAmfU^ kdTi 

Attest 

u^XwareHall •y-.^^y^:^:^ . Keeper l ^ h ^ A - . j ^ ^ L - f ^ <^'f'-'. 
Attest 

98. Cambridge Public Library , ; TT / J ' , 
^ U^AirfiLi .^v. w^ Keeper /JxAlut^ 14. AIQAAJU^^•il 'i^ 

Attest • 

9/.̂  Church of the New Jerusalem fiu^afin^Iv^v^eeper L ^ I ^ A v ^ Z - l Q 

''100. Busch-Reischinger House - — — 

DOE/OWHER OBJECTION 
Attest '^I'liyMyl 



N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S u n i t ^ » t . t . ^ . r t m . n t of th. int*rior 
„„ . .; NaUon*! P«r* Service 

EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET " V 
<:7y-̂  diAyK-A>ye^y î̂  Sy^As/-(tyUcyf.ey<. '. 

\~~?[ P rftp.tr ty <^^/»WW^<^ ATuuAy^/e. ^ejymMyu^ >^g/ Working No. //-Ay-^-J^ 
V ; ^ | s t a t e , n o u n t y ^ z ^ - yicy-yAyyA-e<2^ Fed. Reg. D a t « : 
'k%A Federal Agency: Date Due- y/T/S"-

. . x : — ^ < y ^ 

u yy 

Action: -^^^CEPT ^ / / ^ / ^ 
r e s u b m i s s i o n - RETURN 
n o m i n a t i o n by pe rson or l oca l g o v e r n m e n t ' REJECT 
o w n e r o b j e c t i o n photos_£l:r 

* •. ' 

Jt/ ^ 

u p p e a l ^ ! maps 

S u b s t a n t i v e R e v i e w : sample request , appeal dec is ion 

Rev iewer ' s c o m m e n t s : 

y^.^^,- la-.ym^-y^ y^^-ay (X -ISLC- M/cy-yu^^ C^*-" 

0, y ^ y y(- y ^ - y y y ^ '^^'^ ^ 
i ( J ^ \ - € < . . \ j y y , K J ^ J ^ ^ f x ) < i 3 ^ - n ^ / R e c o m . / C r i L B r i a _ _ ^ = i l . 

•%'-y ' V _ Reviewer /AAALUK O-yA.^ 

y i i y L l s J ^ a y t y U ^ - ' t j U t y ( ^ ^ ' U 2 - y D i s c i p l i n e l O - A g ^ i 

see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

'Nomina t i on r e t u r n e d f o r : techn ica l c o r r e c t i o n s c i ted below 
s u b s t a n t i v e r easons d iscussed b e l o w 

1 . Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Legal Descr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion In Exist ing Surveys 
• n *»l»iiii*n«d 1lgM>>»? y n no 

7. Description 

. IxcatMnt dctsrtoraMd untlwrad original att* 
- good rutns _ 
. t»4r unaxpoaad 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 

. _ a l t e r a t i o n s / i n t e g r i t y 
da tes 
boundary s e l e c t i o n 



C. St 'g rv iCtcsnce 

r ^ a d taaam at titmmamncm Chmak and itnUtr bstMr 

»»»cme aatat tMU^rkrvhHa^ 

*lattmamt al t itnHt^anca (Wi ama > i r « | i — l i | 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
re lat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f i cance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of excep t ion 
o ther 

S. i ^ z i o r E i b n o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . ( S c o g f c - p h i c a l D a t a 

Quacrnn^it nama 

Vort^ a itiy 4aacri^tioa. am* ^uatmcaOan 

i i . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

t 2 . S t g t e K i s t o r t c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c s t t o n 
Th» w » i u * t * d s t y ^ t t i c a r w * o< t t u * p rop»nY w t m t n tr»« »un« k ; 

nr*K>^! state toe*' 

13. Other 

Maps 
Pho tog raphs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

S igned _ Date . Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on en a t t a c h e d i h c e t 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


