FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION MID CAMB. Il C 6
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town raTTihrAi'dPe
Address 398 Harvard Avenue
Name OIld Cambridge Baptist Church
Present use church
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Saple to left side of form

Photo number 1 \Q4- - \'\
Present owner Old Cambridge Baptist

Church
3. Description:

Date 186 7-70
Source deed records
Style Gothic Revival
Architect Alexander R. Esty
Exterior wall fabric stone
Outbuildings (describe)
Other featurestall stone spire, a
prominent Cambridge landmark, manv

typical Gothic-style features.

Altered No Date
Moved Yes Datg 889 - aftei
a fire.
5. Lot size;

One acre or less xX Over one acre

Approximate frontage 1*5

Approximate distance of building from street
2P>"

6. Recorded by Robert Nylander/Harriet
White

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

« Date_ 196 7/19 80

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) Old Cambridge Baptist Society
Original u=  church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion XX
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerc_e _ Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Al exander R Esty des-igned t Ms- handsone erxanple
of Got Mc Revival religioxis architecture. The tall
stone spire i s apromnent Canbridge |andmark. The
church exhibits thepost-Civil War change i ndesign
fromthe traditional meetinghouse formtothelofty
asymmetry of the Gothic Revival. The pointed arches
buttresses, turrets andspires conmbine t oproducethe
style, which prevailed during the late 1860s. The
exterior resembles HH Richardson's Church of the
Unity i nSpringfield, Massachusetts. The interior
was greatly remodelled following an 1889 fire, so
that only the nave i s unaltered.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area
Sate N

Nomination/Type of Review

"cummings, e. e.. House

92.

A fNorth Avenue Congregational Church e "Keeper

A8\ o VAAFAT] Attest

-9>. Prospect Congregational Church _ ~ -"Keeper
Substantiva Eeview

Attest

95.  University >hxseum, .. - - K eeper
Attest

96. O dCanbridge Baptist Church

A A ._ 1 Keeper

Attest

wXwareHall oy- MyN AN . Keeper
Attest

98. Canbridge Public Library , T

A UAAIrfiLi v wh Keeper
Attest

9/ .~ Church of theNew Jerusal em fiurafin®l vivieeper
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Substantive Review: sample request appeal decision

Reviewer's comments:
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see continuation sheet
'Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

en *»l»iiii*n«d ligM>>»? yn no

7. Description

. IxcatMnt dctsrtoraMd untlwrad original att*
- good rutns
. tar unaxpoaad

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



C. St'grviCtcsnce
r~ad taaam at titmmamncm Chmak and itnUtr bstMr

»»cme  aatat tMU~rkrvhHa®

*lattmamt al titnHt~anca Wi ama >ir«|i—Ii]|

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

S. i~zior Eibnographical References

10. (Scogfc-phical Data

Quacrnn?it  nama

Vort"  a ity 4aacri“tioa.  am*  “uatmcaOan

ii. Form Prepared By

t2. Stgte Kistortc Preservation Officer Certificstton

Th» w»iu*t*d sty tticarw* o<ttu* prop»nY wtmtn tr»« »un« k;
nrrK>n1 state toe*'
13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on en attached

Phone:

ihcet

202

272

-3504















Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



