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The Old Southeast Watering Trough is a six-foot granite structure composed 
of a rectangular shaft or column and a large 6* bowl and two small dis­ 
pensing pipes. Four small cups appear at the base to provide refreshment 
for fauna. The fountain rests on a base of tiles at an intersection of 
streets in a fast deteriorating neighborhood of Des Moines.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Southeast Watering Trough is a survivor of the horse and buggy age. 
It is a visible reminder of an earlier period of public utilities technol­ 
ogy designed to meet mass needs prior to the introduction of indoor plumbing. 
Places such as these served a social function as well, for they provided 
focal'lpoints where a community's residents engaged in social exchange.

This is one of the last of 15 horse watering troughs installed around 
Des Moines by the Iowa Humane Alliance, established in 1883. As one of 
two Ensign fountains presented to. the city in 1906, this structure still 
provided water for an area of Des Moines referred to as the "Southeast 
Bottoms". It was presented to the city by the National Humane Alliance, 
to honor their founder, Herman Lee Ensign. The other fountain presented 
by the Society was located at S.E. 6th and Hartford Avenues, and was later 
moved close to the entrance of Owen Grist Farm, 3800 Park Ave.

Increased interest by the citizens of the area and the Des Moines City 
Council has led to the desire to have the water trough preserved as a 
neighborhood landmark.
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Northeast corner of the intersection of S.E. llth and Scott Streets
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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