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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 01d Southeast Watering Trough is a six-foot granite structure compdsed
of a rectangular shaft or colum and a large 6' bowl and two small dis-
pensing pipes. Four small cups appear at the base to provide refreshment
for fauna. The fountain rests on a base of tiles at an intersection of
streets in a fast deteriorating neighborhood of Des Moines.



K} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1600-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY XSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART —ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
>_1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
_—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1906 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 014 Southeast Watering Trough is a survivor of the horse and buggy age.
Tt is a visible reminder of an earlier period of public utilities technol-
ogy designed to meet mass needs prior to the introduction of indoor plumbing.
Places such as these served a social function as well, for they provided
focallpoints where a community's residents engaged in social exchange.

This is one of the last of 15 horse watering troughs installed around

Des Moines by the Iowa Humane Alliance, established in 1883. As one of
two Ensign fountains presented to the city in 1906, this structure still
provided water for an area of Des Moines referred to as the "Southeast
Bottoms". It was presented to the city by the National Humane Alliance,
to honor their founder, Herman Iee Ensign. The other fountain presented
by the Society was located at S.E. 6th and Hartford Avenues, and was later
moved close to the entrance of Owen Crist Farm, 3800 Park Ave.

Increased interest by the citizens of the area and the Des Moines City
Council has led to the desire to have the water trough preserved as a
neighborhood landmark.



FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Hyde, John, "End of 'Water-Trough' Era in Southeast Des Moines Seen," Des Moines
Register, 13 June, 1974.

Pratt, Leroy. Discovering Historic Iowa. Des Moines: Dept. of Public Instruction,
1975.

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,5] 1415,010,3,5) 14:610:31411,0) C P L P O P P

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NbRTHING .
Cl|'|[|||1l|||r|r|| Dllll_Lllllllll!lll]

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Northeast corner of the intersection of S.E. 1lth and Scott Streets
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