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The Oxford-Crown Historic D i s t r i c t covers approximately 7.5 acres and 

contains 29 structures. With the exception of the Oxford Street School, 

the Nisw School (formerly a Friend's Meeting House)and the Pleasant St. 

Church, the structures are r e s i d e n t i a l . S t y l i s t i c a l l y the buildings are 

predominantly Classic Revival of frame construction and modest i n size. 

Archi t e c t u r a l l y important buildings include: 

#1 144 Pleasant Street - A handsome 2^ story red brick ridge- roof Greek 
Revival house, i t i s 3 bays wide and 7 bays deep with a single central 
window i n the facade pediment. Also windows are equipped with func­
t i o n a l shutters. A one story porch which extends the f u l l width of 
the facade i s composed of architrave, d e n t i l range, frieze and cornice 
and i s supported by 4 well proportioned white wooden Doric columns and 
2 p i l a s t e r s . Under the porch, to the l e f t , are two f l o o r length windows. 
Offset to the r i g h t i s the main entrance, flanked by sidelights and 
surrounded by a simple f l a t frame. (See Photograph 1) 

#2 10 Oxford Street - This 2^ story clapboard ridge roof Classical Revival 
house with Roman composite pilasters at the corners, supporting a f u l l 
entablature, i s 4 bays deep and 3 bays wide with a single central window 
i n the pediment. The doorway, offse t to the r i g h t , i s surrounded 
by side and transom l i g h t s and flanked by 2 Doric p i l a s t e r s . A l l windows 
on the o r i g i n a l part of the building are shuttered and capped with shallcw 
pedimented l i n t e l s . Apparently added l a t e r were: the veranda with i t s 
slim f l u t e d Ionic columns, which extends the width of the facade (west) 
and turns to run partway down the south side; and a room fomed by 
closing i n the back portion of the south porch. (See Photograph 2) 

#3 14 Oxford Street - This 2^ story clapboard ridge roof Greek Revival 
house with Doric pilasters at the corners supporting a f u l l entablature 
with a single central window i n the facade pediment. The structure i s 
3 bays wide and 4 bays deep. The porch, with a low pitched roof, which 
spans the facade i s art i c u l a t e d as architrave, freize and cornice, 
supported by 4 Doric columns and 2 Doric p i l a s t e r s . The 1st fl o o r 
windows and the pediment window are capped with shallow pediment 
l i n t e l s , while the 2nd story window l i n t e l s are almost obliterated by 
the frieze that encircles the o r i g i n a l portion of the house j u s t below 
the roof cornice. A rectangular addition protrudes from the facade and 
to the l e f t of the porch. (See Photograph 3) 

#6 Oxford Street School, corner of Oxford and Pleasant Streets - This 
simple, austere 3k story red brick building i s composed of the o r i g i n a l 
building b u i l t i n 1847, a b e l l tower added i n 1873 and an addition 
to the west side (the rear of the o r i g i n a l building) i n 1880. The 
o r i g i n a l section which measure 50' X 52'" i s 4 bays wide and 5 bays 
deep, containing double hung windows with brownstone s i l l s and l i n t e l s . 
The L-shaped addition which doubled the size of the o r i g i n a l building 
i s compatible to i t i n material, design and proportion. 

(Continued) 
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The o r i g i n a l section i s ridge-roof Classical Revival i n Style, unadorned 
by classical ornament but i t s proportions and certain s t r u c t u r a l elements 
are of Roman in s p i r a t i o n . To suggest the high podium of the Roman temple, 
a course of ashlar granite encircles the building at the l i n t e l level of 
the ground f l o o r windows. To give the effect of the temple columade, the 
central section of the 2nd and 3rd story wall i s recessed on each side, 
forming pilasters at the corners and a frieze j u s t above the l i n t e l s of the 
3rd story windows. The placement of the windows also contributes to the effect 
of a columnade. On the facade, a pediment containing a central palladium 
window, added i n 1880, rises above the 3rd story f r i e z e . 

The square I t a l i a n Romanesque style belltower of matching brick, i s attached 
on i t s east side to the northwest end of the o r i g i n a l building and projects 
a few feet beyond the north w a l l . I t i s about 12'8" square, rises to a 
height of about 6 stories and i s capped with a low pitched pyramidal roof. 
Although d i f f e r e n t i n s t y l e , the tower i s related to the rest of the building 
by the windows on i t s north side and by the treatment of the comers as 
pil a s t e r s . In 1880, the architects strengthened t h i s relationship by re­
peating the arches of the b e l f r y openings and the corbelling, which projects 
j u s t below the tower roof, i n the arcades of the enclosed porticoes added 
on the north and south sides, and i n the palladian windows which were placed 
at that time i n the gable ends. 

Also i n 1880 a shed portico, supported by 4 wooden Gothic hamraerbrace 
brackets, was placed over the east entrance. Roof dormers and v e n t i l a t i o n 
ducts were i n s t a l l e d on the north and south roof of the e a r l i e r section of 
the building. 

In 1917, on the north side of the o r i g i n a l section, 2 windows each, of 
matching materials and dimensions, were added on the 1st and 2nd floors 
between existing windows which had previously been regularly spaced. (See 
Photography^ (h • : 

#9 15 Oxford Street - This 2^ story clapboard Renaissance Revival house 
built in 1850, is cruciform in plan with a gable on the facade. The 
main entrance is in the east wall of the north arm of the cross. Windows 
in the central section of the facade are centered and arranged in pairs 
the 1st story pair being rectangular and each of the 2nd story pair 
ending with a triangular arch at the top. These and other windows are 
capped with bracketed cornice lintels. Centered in each gable is a 
hexagonal window with 6 triangular panes. An unusual classical detail 
is seen in the handsome mutules with guttae and anthemion motif under 
the soffits of the eaves. Another detail which distinguishes this 
house is the one story piazza, added in the 1870's,with jigsaw railing 
in the circle and star pattern. (See Photograph /O)^ 
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19 Oxford Street - This 2k story clapboard Classical Revival house with 
a facade gable (west) and with a 2 story pedimented dormer projecting 
from the center of the south side, both of which have Doric pilasters 
at t h e i r corners supporting a f u l l entablature. The facade i s 3 bays 
wide with a Palladian window i n the pediment. The doorway i s offset 
to the r i g h t and i s flanked by side l i g h t s . The one story porch which 
spans the width of the facade is supported by 4 Corinthian inspired 
jigsaw gingerbread columns. The section to the rear of the south dormer 
is apparently a l a t e r addition. (See Photograph -

#11 Worcester New School (formerly Friend's Meeting House) Corner of Oxford 
and Chatham Streets - The 2 story red brick Neo-Gothic church with 
brownstone t r i m , which rests on a rusticated granite foundation, was 
b u i l t i n 1908 on a cruciform plan with an apse and a rectangular appendage 
to the l e f t of i t on the west ( r e a r ) . The front section of the building 
contains offices and classrooms on two f l o o r s . The 2 story meeting h a l l 
to the rear, i s lighted by pairs of pointed gothic stained glass windows 
on either side of the buttressed outer walls, and comprises the longer 
leg of the cross. • 

The gabled facade (west) end of the main axis of the cross (west-east), 
supported at its comers by buttresses, projects only a few feet beyond 
the buttressed flanking cross arms which form a major part of the facade. 
The deep set main portal, a wide, pointed semental arch in terra cotta, 
occupies in width and height most of the 1st story of the central section 
of the facade. Above the portal, centered in the recessed 2nd story wall, 
rise 3 pointed Gothic stained glass windows. A small rectangular window 
is centered just above them under the peak of the gable. The facade 
cross arms are not the same length and the window styles and placements 
are assymmetrical. (See Photograph^ 

#15 1 Crown Street - This 2% story clapboard ridge roof Greek Revival house, 
with simple pilasters at its corners supporting an entablature consisting 
of frieze, cornice and pediment is 3 bays wide with a single window in 
the pediment and the doorway offset to the right. The entrance is 
deeply recessed and surrounded by a wide flat moulding. First story 
and pediment windows are capped with pedimented lintels while for 2nd story 
windows, simple architrave lintels are used. On the south side of the 
roof a shed type dormer has been added. (See Photograph^ : j 

#16 3 Crown Street - This 2\ story clapboard ridge roof Greek Revival house 
is 3 bays wide on the facade, with Doric pilasters at the comers 
supporting architrave, frieze and a wide roof cornice on the sides, 
altough the facade (west) gable i s not treated as a true pediment. The 
one story porch, which extends the width of the facade, i s articulated 
as architrave, frieze and cornice supported o r i g i n a l l y by 4 Doric columns, 
one now missing. The framed dooirway i s offse t to the l e f t . The 1st 
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#17 

#18 

#26 

f l o o r facade windows are f l o o r length, while the side windows, 2nd f l o o r 
windows, and the single centered gable window are smaller. A l l are framed 
and are capped with simple architrave l i n t e l s . (See Photograph^?') 

5 Crown Street - This 1^ story clapboard ridge roof Greek Revival house 
is 3 bays wide with Doric pilasters at the comers and a porch which 
spans the width of the facade, with architrave, d e n t i l range, frieze and 
cornice supported by 4 Doric columns. The doorway, offse t to the l e f t , 
i s flanked by unfluted Doric p i l a s t e r s . The pair of windows to the r i g h t 
are f l o o r length. A pair of smaller windows are centered i n the roof 
gable. Pedimented l i n t e l s cap a l l windows. The roof gable i s not treated 
as a pediment although the area above the pil a s t e r s and the cornice at 
the sides under the eaves are treated as architrave and f r i e z e . (See 
Photograph 10) 

7 Crown Street - This 2^ story clapboard ridge roof Greek Revival house 
with an e l l to the l e f t (south) i s 3 bays wide with pilasters at the 
corners supporting a f u l l entablature with a facade pediment. A pedi­
mented one story portico, supported by 2 Doric columns and 2 Doric 
pilasters on either side of the doorway, shelters the entrance which i s 
offset to the l e f t . A l l windows on the facade, including the single 
pediment window, are the same size and are framed modestly and topped 
with simple architrave l i n t e l s . A one story, f l a t roofed porch, i d e n t i c a l 
i n style to the main portico, extends across the facade side of the e l l . 
(See photograph 11) 

2 Congress Street - This 2^ story Renaissance Revival clapboard house 
has a facade gable (south) a 2^ story gabled p a v i l i o n , which projects 
out several feet from the center of the west side, and a bay window on 
the east side. Both are omamented at t h e i r comers with beveled wooden 
quoins. Under the eaves, around the sides of the structure run a f r i e z e , 
d e n t i l range, and handsome bracketed comice. This same motif frames the 
roof line of the gables, tums to f o m angles at the comers of the gables, 
but i s broken at t h e i r centers, leaving them without pediments. 

The facade, which i s 3 bays wide, contains 3 evenly spaced french doors 
on the ground f l o o r , 3 smaller windows on the second f l o o r , and 2 even 
smaller windows j u s t under the peak of the gable. A l l are surrounded 
by simple Renaissance style rectangular moulded frames. The main 
entrance i s i n the west side, j u s t i n front of the p a v i l i o n , and i s 
protected by a one story piazza arti c u l a t e d as architrave, f r i e z e , 
d e n t i l range and bracketed cornice, supported by square Doric-inspired 
p i l l a r s . This ample piazza, which i s enclosed with large multipaned 
windows, runs from the western pavilion around the southwest comer of 
the house and extends across the facade, repeating the roof l i n e motif 
on a smaller scale, thereby lending a pleasing rhythm to the structure 
as a whole. Rear sections of the building were apparently added l a t e r . 
A handsome, well preserved cast iron fence with gate, lines the sidewalk 
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in front of the house. (See Photograph 12) 

#27 Pleasant Streed Baptist Church - The present structure, second church 

of t h i s parish b u i l t on t h i s s i t e , was designed by Stephen C. Earle and 

completed i n 1891. The three story red brick Romanesque church rests 

on a rusticated granite foundation and is on a cruciform plan with the 

main arm of the cross, accented by high gables, being east-west. The 

architect, however, was not constrained by t r a d i t i o n a l use of special 

elements. Towers at the south-east, south-west, and north-west corners 

contain the structure and each tower i s d i f f e r e n t i n size and design. 

The principle south-east facade tower i s highlighted by a gabled, 

arched, deeply recessed entrance. The b e l l tower on the south-west 

comer rises to a height of about 90' and contains a secondary entrance 

similar to the one previously described. The t h i r d tower, located at 

the north-west comer of the structure i s less s i g n i f i c a n t i n a l l 

respects and provides a small service entrance. Fenestration is ample 

(leaded stained glass) and irreg u l a r and includes a Rose window 

(3rd story level) and t r i p l e arched windows (2nd story level) on the 

primary south facade. Small rectangular Terra cotta ornaments, spaced 

between the 2nd and 3rd story windows, add another element to the 

west and east facades. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Near the center of downtown Worcester, the Oxford-Crown Historic D i s t r i c t i s 
si g n i f i c a n t not only as a section of the c i t y distinguished by fine Greek 
Revival architecture, but also as h i s t o r i c a l evidence of an important part 
of the c i t y ' s growth. 

This section grew up during the 1840's and 1850's, as Worcester expanded 
during i t s transformation from a small a g r i c u l t u r a l town into a large 
i n d u s t r i a l c i t y , a result of the i n d u s t r i a l revolution. At th i s time the 
c i t y began to spread out from i t s center which then bordered Main Street 
and included only areas i n very close proximity to Main Street. 

Although numerous Greek Revival houses b u i l t during t h i s period of expansion 
can s t i l l be found scattered throughout the c i t y , the Greatest concentration 
of these houses i s i n the Oxford-Crown Historic D i s t r i c t . 

The D i s t r i c t was one part of a t r a c t of land owned by Major Daniel Ward. I t 
extended from Main Street nearly to Newbury Street and from Pleasant Street 
nearly to Austin Street. Major Ward had b u i l t his house to the north of the 
present Barton Place about 1720 and had liv e d there for about 30 years when 
he sold the property to Sheriff Gardner Chandler for 326 Pounds. Sheriff 
Chandler erected his mansion on t h i s property at the comer of Main Street 
and what i s now Barton Place. 
In 1818 this 30 acre t r a c t of land was purchased for $9,000 by Benjamin 
Butman from John Bush and his sons Jonas and Richard P. Bush. With the 
idea of developing the property, Butman had i t surveyed by R. H. Eddy, 
an engineer of Boston. In 1836 Eddy prepared a subdivision plan (See 
Attachment A) 

The section was to be known as "Park H i l l " . Apparently Butman's vision 
was that the area should become a gracious re s i d e n t i a l area because the 
lots shown on Eddy's plan were a l l unusually large for town or c i t y l o t s , 
80' X 150' or a t o t a l of 12,000 square feet. 

A number of lo t s i n "Park H i l l " were sold for prices ranging from $85.00 
for a l o t i n the middle of High Street to $260 for two lo t s sold to Isaac 
Davis between Park and Crown Streets facing the park. Only two lots were 
sold on Park Street and none on Crown Street. 

) 

When Butman's business f a i l e d following the panic of 1837, his various 
real estate holdings scattered abput Worcester f e l l into other hands. 

(Continued) 
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"Park H i l l " appears to have been broken up into numerous parcels, with 
Isaac Davis taking over the largest part. 

At t h i s time the o r i g i n a l subdivision plan was abandoned. A l l the lots 
reduced i n size, probably res u l t i n g i n greater p r o f i t s for the developer 
than under Butman's plan. The land o r i g i n a l l y designated as park land 
was sold o f f i n separate l o t s of various sizes. The smaller lots and 
the lack of a master plan changed the character of the area from the 
proposed elegant, planned, r e s i d e n t i a l area to a neighborhood of smaller, 
simpler homes owned by small businessmen and craftsmen and b u i l t by local 
carpenter-builders. These simple, well-balanced Greek Revival houses are 
the more modest, middle class counterparts of the larger, more imposing 
houses, such as the Salisbury House and the Tayler-Dowley Mansion, b u i l t 
i n Worcester about the same time. 

Today much of the Oxford-Crown neighborhood remains i n t a c t as i t grew 
up i n the 19th Century. The houses themselves are r e l a t i v e l y unspoiled 
by additions, subractions, or modern a r t i f i c i a l siding. The area is 
s t i l l r e s i d e n t i a l with most of the homes owner occupied. Because there 
are few buildings i n the area b u i l t l a t e r than 1860 and because there is 
no encroachment by commercial and i n d u s t r i a l building, the Oxford-Crown 
Historic D i s t r i c t s t i l l has the quality of the era i n which i t was b u i l t . 



BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: OXFORD - CROWN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

The following are scaled and only approximate boiands: 

Beginning at a point on Pleasant Street and 40 f t . west of the 

westerly edge of Crown Street, S 4° W 118 f t . to the South edge 

of Congress Alley; N 88°¥ along said Alley 130 f t . ; S 3° W 109 f t . 

to the northerly edge of Congress Street; S 85° E 65 f t . along 

Chatham Street; S 3° W 173 f t . ; S 85° E 8 f t . ; S 10° W 87 f t . to the 

northerly edge of Chatham Street; S 85° E 562 f t . along said northerly 

edge of Chatham Street; N 5° E 89 f t . ; S 85° E 60 f t ; N 6° E 252 f t . ; 

N 84° W 72 f t . ; N 5° E 150 f t . to the southerly edge of Pleasant Street; 

N 84° W 147 f t . ; N 6° E 126 f t . along the westerly edge of Ashland 

Street; N 84° W 120 f t . ; N 6° E 30 f t . ; N 84° ¥ 70 f t . ; N 6°E 38 f t . ; 

N 84° ¥ 70 f t . ; S 6° ¥ 198 f t . ; N 84° ¥ 72 f t . to the point of 

beginning, containing 7.5 acres, more or less. 
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DR- SAMUEU B. JONES 
i 4 4 PLE:ASANT S T R E E T 

WDRCCSTXB, M A S S . D i e t s 

TELEPHONE 7 5 3 - 3 3 0 9 

November 17, 1975 

Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
"J 294 Washington Street 

Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Si r s : 

We f e e l that the National Historic 
La.ndmarks should be preserved, restored, 
and maintained. We are, therefore, i n 
favor of any e f f o r t that w i l l make such 
resto r a t i o n and maintainance possible. 

Sincerely, 

c C ̂  'v-V i.^ \ ̂ k ^ - ' X t . L i -}> t,-

Samuel B. Jones, D.O. 

SBJ/chm 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts Office of the Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington St, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 (617) 727-8470 

21 November 1975 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
US Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, NW 

Washington, DC 20240 

Re: Oxford-Crown His t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Worcester 

Dear B i l l : 

The information on the above d i s t r i c t was submitted to you on August 20, 1975 
by Francis J. McGrath, City Manager, City of Worcester, requesting a detemina-
t i o n of e l i g i b i l i t y for l i s t i n g i n the National Register. This c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
occurred on September 26, 1975. 

Since then, on November 5, 1975, the Massachusetts State Review Board has voted 
the d i s t r i c t e l i g i b l e . Would you please proceed with the conventional National 
Register l i s t i n g based on the information already i n your o f f i c e . I f there are 
any further steps for us to take, please l e t us know. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon 

Executive Director . s 
MassachiE e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission • 
State Historic Preservaticn Officer 
E R A : j d 

THE 
IŜ TIONAL REGISTER 0̂  HIMUKICll/U. 

DATE REC'D ^Q>i ? 4 tff^* 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE (ATTACHED) 

INFORMATIVE MATERIAL SENT 

TEliPHOtiE CAU (ATTACHED) 

DATE ACTION TAKEN 

INITIALS 



Scholastic Quni S^aisin ,̂ ^nc. ^ 
— Success is Service Given by You to Your Communi ty = = 

SEVEN CROWN STREET 

WORCESTER," MASSACHUSETTS 01609. 

PHONE (617) 798-2400 

December 1, 1975 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Sir s : 

The endeavors of the Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society have brought 
about a city-wide awareness of the beauty i n the Oxford-Crown 
His t o r i c D i s t r i c t with i t s heritage i n architecture. This has given 
Worcester residents as a whole a mental u p l i f t , a meaningful d i r e c t i o n 
toward pride. This furthermore has prompted property owners of the 
above h i s t o r i c a l area i n t o ambitious e f f o r t s toward renewals, these 
always without exception jealously preserving i t s h i s t o r i c a l modes. 

A few years back t h i s area was destined f o r piecemeal destruc­
t i o n and demolition. This h i s t o r i c a l area residents and i t s tenants, 
together with the people of neighboring areas and i n conjunction with 
other people of Worcester, made a concerted e f f o r t with the help of 
the Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society people, r e s u l t i n g i n successfully 
barring demolition at i t s ' t h e n proposed infancy. 

I t r u s t that the attached National Register proposal w i l l be 
acted upon favorably to help Worcester a t t a i n t h i s goal i n preserving 
a b e a u t i f u l heritage. 

Edward G. Schultz 
I 

EGS:cjm 



R t ' ^ 

DcU J 0 1975 

Dec. 12, 1975 

Mrs. Patricia Weslowski, Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Conmiission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Mrs. Veslowski: 

I had planned some alterations in the building 

at 14 Crown Street, Worcester, Mass. However, I 

have been reluctant to do so as I did not wish to 

do anything to effect i t s Historical significance. 

I am formulating plans for a retirement home 
in Maryland, therefore this property w i l l be for 
sale. 

I would be glad to discuss this property from 
the historical point of view with any member of your 
society, i f you wish. 

Very truly yours 

i^fiace W. Tatta I 
6 Einhorn Road 
Worcester, Mass, 01609 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts Office of the Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington St, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 (617) 727-8470 

11 December 1975 

Mr. Ward Jandl 
Office of Archeology and Hist o r i c 

Preservation 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Jandl: 
t 

I n answer to your telephone request of December 3rd for additional 
information on the Oxford-Crown D i s t r i c t i n Worcester, Massachusetts, 
I am enclosing herewith a USGS map wi th UTM References. 

The exact acreage of the d i s t r i c t i s 7.5 acres. 

I f you require additional information, please do not hesitate to 
l e t us know. 

Sincerely yours. 

Judy D. Dobbs 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 



A R C H I T E C T S 
1 oxford place, Worcester, massachusetts01609,752-6196 HERRON <SL CARLSON a.i.a. 

17 December 75 

R E C E ^ Y E ^ 
DEC 19 1975 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Coimnission ^ S S . Hlof. COMM. 
29I4. Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Gentlemen: 

Re: Oxford-Grown (Worcester) Historc D i s t r i c t 

Worcester, founded i n 1713* has l i t t l e remaining of i t s 
18th Century character. The e a r l i e s t remaining period of 
cohesive design i s the Greek Revival period indicated by 
the Oxford-Crown area, a group of moderately sized r e s i ­
dences, roughly, k- blocks from the City Common. 

I t has a p o t e n t i a l of considerable charm, representing 
an a t t r a c t i v e aspect of Worcester's heritage which i s 
disappearing day by day. 

An important part of the renovation program f o r the area — 
i s that i t be made a pleasant environment f o r the present 
residents, to give them pride i n themselves, and show 
what can be done w i t h other, older r e s i d e n t i a l sections, 
demonstrating p o s s i b i l i t i e s available i n urban l i v i n g . 

Register l i s t i n g w i l l give the area a c e r t a i n cache'^ which ̂  
may encourage present residents, may make available some 
money f o r renovation, and give the whole c i t y a " l i f t " as 
the project progresses. I t w i l l , also, give c e r t a i n credi­
b i l i t y to the people who have been f i g h t i n g an u p - h i l l 
b a t t l e to in t e r e s t Worcester i n i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l heritage. 

Herron 

John Herron, A . I .A . Suzanne O. Carlson, A.I .A. 



P A U L G U Z Z I 

6^ Y^ S^ecT^eiayfyy 

29 December 1975 

Mr. William Lebovich 
Review Unit, National Register 
National Park Service 
US Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear B i l l : 

I n the proposed rules for procedures for National Register nominations 
published i n the Federal Register i n August, n o t i f i c a t i o n of d i s t r i c t 
nominations was to include an opportunity for the presentation of wri t t e n 
comments as to the d i s t r i c t ' s significance. 

Enclosed are copies of comments which have been received by our o f f i c e 
concerning the Oxford-Crown D i s t r i c t i n Worcester, Massachusetts, recently 
reviewed by your o f f i c e . You may wish to include these coinments with the 
f i l e . 

Sincerely yours. 

Judy D. Dobbs 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosures 
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Area grew up as a modest middle-class community during the 1840*s and 1850's, when Worcester was transform*, 
from a small a g r i c u l t u r a l town to an i n d u s t r i a l c i t y , a f t e r o r i g i n a l plans for creating an elegant r e s i d e n t i a l community 
to be known as Park H i l l collapsed as a result of f i n a n c i a l reverses suffered by the developer, Benjamin Butman, during 
the panic of 1837. With the largest concentration of Greek Revival architecture i n the c i t y , the area retains i t s 
pre-Civil War resi d e n t i a l character. 



5. Roughly bounded by Chatham, Congress, Crown, Pleasant, Oxford Sts. and Oxford PI. 

26. Revival, Romanesque, Gothic Revival 
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FORM A - AREA SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'̂  
Staple to left side of form 
Photo Qumber 

Form Qumbers in this area Area no. 

130-0-1 130-0 

1, Town Worcester 

Name of area (if any) Oxford-Crown Historic 

Dis t r i c t 

3, General date or period 1840s-1870s 

4. Is area uniform (explain): 
(Greek Revival, fnixed Victorian  

in style? no and Victorian alterations) 

in condition? no (poor to excellent) 

in type of ownership? no (public & private) 

in use? yes (residential) 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic ,-
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 

AREA IS LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, SEE ATTACHED 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM. 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

(over) 

6. Recorded by see attached form 

Organization see attached form 

Date information prepared August 1975 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

The Oxford-Crown Historic District is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places; for further information see attached form. 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


