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The Oxford-Crown Historic District covers approximately 7.5 acres and
contains 29 structures. Wth theexception of theOxford Street School,
the Nsw School (formerly a Friend's Meeting House)and t he Pl easant St.
Church, thestructures areresidential. Stylistically thebuildings are
predom nantly Classic Revival of frame construction and nodest i nsize.
Architecturally important buildings include:

#1 144 Pleasant Street - A handsone 2" story redbrick ridge- roof Geek
Revival house, it i s3 bays wide and 7 bays deep with a single central
window i nthefacade pediment. Also w ndows are equipped with func-
tional shutters. A one story porch which extends thefull width of
the facade i sconposed of architrave, dentil range, frieze and cornice
and i ssupported by 4 well proportioned white wooden Doric colums and
2 pilasters. Under theporch, totheleft, aretwo floor length windows. m
Offset totheright i sthemain entrance, flanked by sidelights and

surrounded by a sinple flat frame. (See Photograph 1) m

#2 10 Oxford Street - This 2" story clapboard ridge roof Classical Revival VA
house with Ronman conposite pilasters at thecorners, supporting a full
entablature, i s4 bays deep and 3 bays wide with a single central window H
in thepediment. The doorway, offset totheright, i ssurrounded

by side and transom lights and flanked by 2 Doric pilasters. All w ndows
on theoriginal part of thebuilding are shuttered and capped with shallcw
pedi mented lintels. Apparently added |ater were: theveranda withits n
slimfluted lonic colums, which extends thewidth of thefacade (west)
and turns torunpartway down thesouth side; and a room f omed by
closing i ntheback portion of thesouth porch. (See Photograph 2)

N O

#3 14 Oxford Street - This 2" story clapboard ridge roof Geek Revival
house with Doric pilasters at thecorners supporting a full entablature
with a single central window i nthefacade pedinent. The structurei s
3 bays wide and 4 bays deep. The porch, with a | owpitched roof, which
spans thefacade i sarticulated as architrave, freize and cornice,
supported by 4 Doric colums and 2 Doric pilasters. The 1st floor
wi ndows and t he pedi ment wi ndow ar e capped with shallow pedi ment
lintels, while the2nd story window lintels arealnmost obliterated by
the frieze that encircles theoriginal portion of thehouse just bel ow
the roof cornice. A rectangular addition protrudes from thefacade and
to theleft of theporch. (See Photograph 3)

# Oxford Street School, corner of Oxford and Pleasant Streets - This
simple, austere 3k story redhbrick building i sconposed of the original
building built i nl847, a bell tower added i n1873 and an addition
to the west side (the rear of theoriginal building) i n1880. The
original section which nmeasure 50° X 52" i s4 bays wi de and 5 bays
deep, containing double hung windows with brownstone sills and lintels.
The L-shaped addition which doubled thesize of theoriginal building
is conpatible toitinmaterial, design and proportion.

(Continued)
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The original section i sridge-roof Classical Revival i nStyle, unadorned

by classical ornament but it s proportions andcertain structural elenments

are of Roman inspiration. To suggest thehigh podium of t he Roman tenple,

a course of ashlar granite encircles thebuilding at thelintel level of

the ground floor windows. To give theeffect of thetenple colunade, the
central section of the 2nd and 3rdstory wall i srecessed on each side,

formng pilastersat thecorners anda frieze just above thelintels of the
3rd story windows. The placenent of thew ndows also contributes totheeffect
of a columade. On thefacade, a pedinent containing a central palladium

wi ndow, added i n1880, rises above the3rdstory frieze.

The square Italian Romanesque style belltower of matching brick, i s attached
on itseast side tothenorthwest end of theoriginal building and projects

a fewfeet beyond thenorth wall. 1t i sabout 12'8" square, rises to a

hei ght of about 6 stories and i scapped with a | owpitched pyram dal roof.

Al though different i nstyle, thetower i srelated totherest of the building
by thew ndows onitsnorth side and by thetreatment of thecomers as

pilasters. 1 n1880, thearchitects strengthened this relationshipby re-
peating thearches of thebelfry openings and thecorbelling, which projects
just below t hetower roof, i nthearcades of t heenclosed porticoes added

on thenorth and south sides, andi nthepalladian w ndows which were placed
at that time i nthegable ends.

Al'so i n1880 a shed portico, supported by 4 wooden Got hi ¢ hanraerbrace
brackets, was placed over theeast entrance. Roof dorners and ventilation
ducts were installed on thenorth and south roof of theearlier sectionof
the building.

In 1917, on thenorth side of theoriginal section, 2w ndows each, of

mat ching materials and di mensions, were added on t he 1st and 2nd floors
bet ween exi stingw ndows which had previously been regul arly spaced. (See
Phot ography” (h .

#9 15 Oxford Street - This 2" story cl apboard Renai ssance Revi val house
built in 1850, iscruciforminplanwith a gable on thefacade. The
mai n entrancei s intheeast wall of thenorth armof thecross. Wndows
inthecentral sectionof thefacadearecenteredandarrangedin pairs
the 1st story pair being rectangul ar and each of the 2nd story pair
endingwith a triangular arch at thetop. These and ot her wvi ndows are
cappedwi th bracketed cornicelintels. Centeredineachgableisa
hexagonal w ndowwi th 6 triangul ar panes. An unusual cl assical detail
is seeninthehandsone nutul esw th guttae and ant hem on notif under
the soffits of theeaves. Another detail which distinguishes this
house i s theone story piazza, added in the 1870's,with jigsaw railing
inthecircleandstar pattern. (See Photograph/O"
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19 Oxford Street - This 2k story clapboard Classical Revival house with
a facade gable (west) andwith a 2 story pedinmented dorner projecting
fromt hecenter of thesouth side, both of which have Doric pilasters

at their corners supporting a full entablature. The facade i s 3 bays
wi de with a Palladian window i nthepedinment. The doorway i s offset

to theright and i sflanked by sidelights. The one story porch which
spans thewidth of thefacade i ssupported by 4 Corinthian inspired
jigsaw gingerbread colums. The section totherear of thesouth dorner
is apparently a later addition. (See Photograph -

Worcester New School (formerly Friend' s Meeting House) Corner of Oxford
and Chatham Streets - The 2 story redbrick Neo-Gothic church with
brownstone trim, which rests on a rusticated granite foundation, was

built i n1908 on a cruciform plan with an apse and a rectangul ar appendage
to theleft of i t on the west (rear). The front section of the building
contains offices and classroonms on two floors. The 2 story meeting hall

to therear, i slighted by pairs of pointed gothic stained glass w ndows
on either side of thebuttressed outer walls, and conprises the |onger
leg of thecross. .

The gabl ed facade (west) end of the main axis of the cross (west-east),
supported at its coners by buttresses, projectsonly a fewfeet beyond
the buttressed flanking cross arns which forma nmaj or part of the facade.
The deep set main portal, a wi de, pointedsenental archinterra cotta,
occupi esi nw dt h and hei ght nost of the 1st story of the central section
of the facade. Above the portal, centeredin the recessed2nd story wall,
ri se 3 pointedGothic stai nedgl assw ndows. A snall rectangul ar w ndow
is centered just above t hemunder the peak of the gable. The facade
cross arns are not the same | engt hand t he wi ndowstyl es and pl acenent s
are assymmetrical . (See Phot ogr aph”

1 Crown Street - This 2%story cl apboard ridge roof G eek Revi val house,

with sinplepilasters at its cornerssupporting an entabl ature consisting
of frieze, corniceand pedinentis 3 bayswidew th a single w ndowin

t he pedi ment and t he doorway offset to theright. The entrance is

deeply recessed and surrounded by a wide flat moulding. First story

and pedi nent wi ndows are cappedw th pedinented lintels while for 2nd story
wi ndows, sinplearchitrave lintels are used. On the south side of the

roof a shed type dorner has been added. (See Photograph” :j

3 Gown Street - This 2\ story clapboard ridge roof G eek Revival house
is 3 bays wide on thefacade, with Doric pilasters at thecomers
supporting architrave, frieze and a wide roof cornice on the sides,
altough thefacade (west) gable i snot treated as a true pedinent. The
one story porch, which extends thewi dth of thefacade, i s articulated
as architrave, frieze and cornice supported originally by 4 Doric colums,
one now mssing. The framed dooirway i soffset totheleft. Thelst
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floor facade wi ndows are floor length, while the side wi ndows, 2nd floor
wi ndows, and the single centered gable wi ndow are smaller. All are framed
and are capped with sinple architrave lintels. (See Photograph"?')

5 Gown Street - This 1* story clapboard ridge roof Greek Revival house

is 3 bays wide with Doric pilasters at the comers and a porch which
spans the width of the facade, with architrave, dentil range, frieze and
cornice supported by 4 Doric colums. The doorway, offset to the left,
is flanked by unfluted Doric pilasters. The pair of windows to the right
are floor length. A pair of smaller windows are centered in the roof
gable. Pedimented lintels cap all windows. The roof gable is not treated
as a pediment although the area above the pilasters and the cornice at

the sides under the eaves are treated as architrave and frieze. (See

Phot ograph 10)

7 Gown Street - This 2" story clapboard ridge roof Greek Revival house
with an ell to the left (south) is 3 bays wide with pilasters at the
corners supporting a full entablaturewith a facade pediment. A pedi-
mented one story portico, supported by 2 Doric colums and 2 Doric
pilasters on either side of the doorway, shelters the entrance which is
offset to the left. All windows on the facade, including the single

pedi ment wi ndow, are the sane size and are framed nodestly and topped
with sinple architrave lintels. A one story, flat roofed porch, identical
in style to the main portico, extends across the facade side of the ell.
(See photograph 11)

2 Congress Street - This 2" story Renai ssance Revival clapboard house

has a facade gable (south) a 2" story gabled pavilion, which projects

out several feet from the center of the west side, and a bay w ndow on
the east side. Both are omanmented at their comers with bevel ed wooden
quoins. Under the eaves, around the sides of the structure run a frieze,
dentil range, and handsome bracketed com ce. This same motif frames the
roof line of the gables, tums to fom angles at the comers of the gables,
but i s broken at their centers, leaving themwithout pedinents.

The facade, which is 3 bays wide, contains 3 evenly spaced french doors
on the ground floor, 3 smaller windows on the second floor, and 2 even
smal | er wi ndows just under the peak of the gable. All are surrounded
by sinple Renaissance style rectangul ar moul ded frames. The main
entrance is inthe west side, just infront of the pavilion, and is
protected by a one story piazza articulated as architrave, frieze,
dentil range and bracketed cornice, supported by square Doric-inspired
pillars. This anple piazza, which is enclosed with [arge multipaned
wi ndows, runs from the western pavilion around the southwest comer of
the house and extends across the facade, repeating the roofline motif
on a smaller scale, thereby lending a pleasing rhythm to the structure
as a whole. Rear sections of the building were apparently added |ater.
A handsome, well preserved cast iron fence with gate, lines the sidewalk
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in front of thehouse. (See Photograph 12)

#27

Pl easant Streed Baptist Church - The present structure, second church
of this parish built on this site, was designed by Stephen C Earle and
completed i n1891. The three story redbrick Romanesque church rests
on a rusticated granite foundationand i son a cruciform plan withthe
main armof thecross, accented by high gables, being east-west. The
architect, however, was not constrained by traditional use of special
elements. Towers at thesouth-east, south-west, and north-west corners
contain thestructure and each tower i sdifferent i nsize and design.

The principle south-east facade tower i shighlighted by a gabled,
arched, deeply recessed entrance. The bell tower on t he south-west
comer rises toa height of about 90' and contains a secondary entrance
simlar totheone previously described. The third tower, located at
the north-west comer of thestructure i sless significant i n all
respects and provides a small service entrance. Fenestrationi sanple
(leaded stained glass) and irregular and includes a Rose wi ndow

(3rd story level) and triple arched wi ndows (2ndstory level) on the
primary south facade. Small rectangular Terra cotta ornaments, spaced
between t he 2nd and 3rdstory wi ndows, add another element to the
west and east facades.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Near thecenter of downtown Worcester, the Oxford-Crown Historic Districti s
significant not only as a section of thecity distinguished by fine Geek
Revival architecture, but also as historical evidence of an inmportant part
of thecity's growh.

This section grew up during the 1840's and 1850's, as Worcester expanded
during itstransformation froma small agricultural town into a large
industrial city, aresult of theindustrial revolution. At this timethe
city began tospread out fromitscenter which then bordered Main Street
and included only areas i nvery close proximty toMin Street.

Al though numerous G eek Revival houses built during this period of expansion
can still be found scattered throughout thecity, theGreatest concentration
of these houses i si ntheOxford-Crown Historic District.

The District was one part of a tract of land owned by Major Daniel Ward. 1t
extended from Main Street nearly toNewbury Street and from Pl easant Street
nearly toAustin Street. Major Ward had built his house tothenorth of the
present Barton Place about 1720 and had |ived there for about 30 years when
he sold theproperty toSheriff Gardner Chandler for 326 Pounds. Sheriff
Chandl er erected his mansion on this property at thecomer of Main Street
and what is now Barton Place.

In 1818 this 30 acre tract of land was purchased for $9,000 by Benjamn

But man from John Bush and his sons Jonas and Richard P. Bush. Wththe

idea of developing theproperty, Butman had i t surveyed by R H Eddy,

an engineer of Boston. | n 1836 Eddy prepared a subdivision plan (See
Attachment A)

The section was t obe known as "Park Hill". Apparently Butman's vision
was that thearea should beconme a gracious residential area becauset he
lots shown on Eddy's plan were al | unusually large for town or city lots,
80" X 150' or a total of 12,000 square feet.

A nunber of lots i n"Park Hill" were sold for prices ranging from $85.00
for alotinthemddle of High Street t o $260 for two lots sold to lsaac
Davi s between Park and CGrown Streets facing thepark. Only two lots were
sold on Park Street and none on Grown Street.

)
Wien Butnan' s business failed following thepanic of 1837, his various
real estate holdings scattered abput Worcester fell into other hands.

(Continued)
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"Park Hill" appears tohave been broken up into nunerous parcels, with

Isaac Davis taking over thelargest part.

At this time theoriginal subdivision plan was abandoned. Al |l the lots
reduced i nsize, probably resulting i ngreater profits for the devel oper
than under Butrman's plan. The land originally designated as park Iand
was sold off i nseparate lots of various sizes. The smaller lots and
the lack of a master plan changed thecharacter of thearea fromthe
proposed el egant, planned, residential area toa neighborhood of smaller,
simpl er hormes owned by small businessmen and craftsmen and built by |ocal
carpenter-builders. These simple, well-balanced G eek Revival houses are
the nore nodest, mddle class counterparts of thelarger, nore inposing
houses, such as theSalisbhury House and t he Tayl er-Dowl ey Mansion, built
in Worcester about the sanme time.

Today much of t he Oxford-Crown nei ghborhood renmains intact as i t grew

up i nthe 19th Century. The houses themselves arerelatively unspoiled
by additions, subractions, or modern artificial siding. The areai s
still residential with nost of thehones owner occupied. Because there
are fewbuildings i nthearea built later than 1860 and because therei s
no encroachnment by commercial and industrial building, theOxford-Crown
Historic District still has thequality of theerainwhich i twas built.



BAONDARY DESCR PTI ON OFOD - ARYMNH STARC DISTR CT

The following are scaled and only approxi mate boi ands:

Begi nning at a point onPleasant Street and 40ft. west ofthe
westerly edge of Grown Street, S4° W118 ft. tothe South edge

of Congress Alley; N 88°¥ along said Alley 130 ft.; S 3° W109 f t .

to thenortherly edge of Congress Street; S85° E65ft. along
Chat ham Street; S 3° W173 ft.; S85° E8ft.;, S10° W87 ft. tothe
northerly edge of Chatham Street; S85° E 562 ft. along said northerly
edge of Chatham Street; N5° E89ft.; S85° E60ft; N6° E252 ft.,;
N 84° W72ft.;, N5° E150 ft. tothesoutherly edge of Pleasant Street;
N 84° W147 ft.; N6° E 126 ft. along thewesterly edge of Ashland
Street: N84° W120 ft.; N6° E30ft.: N84° ¥ 70ft.; NG6°E38 ft.;
N 84° ¥ 70ft.;, S6° ¥ 198 ft.; NB84° ¥ 72ft. tothepoint of

begi nning, containing 7.5acres, nore or |ess.
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DR- SAMUEU B. JONES
i44 PLE:ASANT STREET
WDRCCSTXB, MASS. Diets

TELEPHONE 753-3309

Novenber 17, 1975

Mass. Historical Comm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street
Boston, M\ 02108
Dear Sirs:
Ve feel that theNational Historic
La. ndmarks should be preserved, restored,
and maintained. W are, therefore, i n
favor of any effort that will nake such
restoration and maintainance possible.
Sincerely,
c CMWi. A\ AKA-TXELL
Samuel B. Jones, D.O.

SBJ/chm

_}> t,-



Gmonweal th of Massachusetts Ofice of the Secretary

M assachusatts Higorical Cammisson

294 Vdshington St, Boston, Mssachusetts 02108  (617) 727-8470
21 Novenber 1975

Dr. WilliamJ. Mirtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service

LS Department of the Interior
18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240
Re:  Oxford-Crown Historic District, Worcester

Dear Bill:

The informationonthe above district was submtted to youon August 20, 1975
by Francis J. MGath, City Manager, City of Worcester, requesting a detem na-
tion of eligibility forlistinginthe National Register. This certification
occurred on Septenber 26, 1975.

Since then, on Novenber 5, 1975, the Massachusetts State Revi ew Board has voted
the district eligible. Wuld youplease proceed with the conventional National

Register listing based onthe informationalready i nyour office. | fthereare
any further steps for us totake, please | et us know.

Sincerely yours,

El i zabeth Reed Amadon

Executive Director . S
Massachi E etts Historical Comm ssion .
State Historic Preservaticn Officer

ERA:jd

ISTIONAL REGSTER O HIMUKICII/U.

DAIERED Q> ? 4 tff™*
INDIVIDUAL RESFONE (ATTACHED)

INFCRVIATIVE MATERAL SENT
THIPHOGE CAU (ATTACHED)

DATE ACTICN TAKEN

INITIALS



Scholastic Quni S*aign, “nc. N
— Success is Service Given by You to Your Community = =

SEVEN CROWN STREET
WORCESTER," MASSACHUSETTS 01609.
PHONE (617) 798-2400

Decenber 1, 1975

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Sirs:

The endeavors of t heWorcester Historical Society have brought
about a city-wi de awareness of t he beauty i nt he Oxford-Crown
Historic District with itsheritage i narchitecture. This has given
Worcester residents as a whole a mental uplift, a meaningful direction
toward pride. This furthermore haspronpted property owners of the
above historical area into ambitious efforts toward renewals, these
al ways without exception jealously preserving i tshistorical nodes.

A fewyears back this area was destined for piecemeal destruc-
tion anddemolition. This historical area residents andit stenants,
together with t he people of neighboring areas andi nconjunction with
ot her people of Worcester, nade a concerted effort with t hehelpof
the Worcester Historical Society people, resulting i n successfully
barring demolition at its'then proposed infancy.

| trust that theattached National Register proposal will be

acted upon favorably t ohelp Worcester attain this goal i npreserving
a beautiful heritage.

Edward G Schultz
EGS. cjm
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Cec. 12, 19/5

Ms. Patricia Weslowski, Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmission

294 \\shi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Veslowski:

| had planned sone alterations in the building
at 14 Qown Street, Wrcester, Mss. However, |
have been reluctant to do so as | did not wish to
do anything to effect its Historical significance.

| am formulating plans for a retirement hone
in Maryland, thereforethis property will be for
sal e.

| would be glad to discuss this property from
the historical point of view with any nenber of your
society, i fyou w sh.

Very truly yours

i"iace W Tatta |
6 Ei nhorn Road
Wrcester, Mss, 01609



Grmonveal th of Massachusetts Ofice of the Secretary

M assschusats Higorical Commisson

294 Vishington St, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 (617) 727-8470

11 Decenber 1975

M. Vard Jandl

Office of Archeol ogy andHistoric
Preservation

National Park Service

Departnment of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NV

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear M. Jandl :

t

In answer t oyour telephone request of Decenber 3rdfor additional
information on the Oxford-Crown District i nWorcester, Massachusetts,
| amenclosing herewith a UBGS nap with UM Ref erences.

The exact acreage of thedistrict i s7.5 acres.

If you require additional information, please do not hesitatet oo
et us know.

Sincerely yours.

Judy D Dobbs
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

encl osure



ARCHITECTS
1 oxford place, Worcester, messadustt<01609/52-619%6 HERRON 4 CARLSON a.i.a

17 December 75

RECEMNYEA

DEC 19 195
Massachusetts Historical Coimnission NSS. Hlof. COMM.
2914. Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
Gentlemen:
Re: Oxford-Grown (Worcester) Historc District
Worcester, founded in 1713* haslittle remaining of its

18th  Century character. Theearliest remaining periodof
cohesive design i s the Geek Revival period indicated by
the Oxford-Crown area, a group of moderately sized resi-
dences, roughly, k-blocks fromthe City Gonmon.

It has a potential of considerablecharm representing
an attractive aspect of Worcester's heritage which is
di sappearing day by day.

An i mportant part of the renovation program for the area —
s that it be nade a pl easant environment for the present
residents, togive them ﬁride I n themsel ves, and show

what can be done with other, older residential sections,
demonstrating possibilities available i nurban living.

Register listing will give the area a certain cache'”which?
may encourage present residents, nay nmake avail able sone
nmoney for renovation, and give the whole city a 'lift" as
the project progresses. | twill, also, give certain credi-
bility to the people who have been fighting an up-hill
battle t ointerest Worcester inits architectural heritage.

Herron

John Herron, A.l.A. Suzanne O. Carlson, A.l.A.



6" YN StecT eayfyy

PAUL GUZZI

29 Decenber 1975

M. WIliam Lebovich

Review Unit, National Register
National Park Service

U5 Department of the Interior
18th and C Streets, NV
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Bill:

In theproposed rules for procedures for National Register nom nations
published i nt he Federal Register i nAugust, notification of district
nom nations was toinclude an opportunity forthepresentation of written
comments as tothedistrict's significance.

Encl osed are copies of comrents which have been received by our office
concerning the Oxford-Crown District i nWrcester, Massachusetts, recently
reviewed by your office. You may wish toinclude these coinments witht he
file.

Sincerely yours.

Judy D Dobbs
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osures



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE HAS AGHDenS
Dat e Entered HAYS 196

Name L ocation
Oafad-CrovD Hliitorle District Whbrcost«r
IforcMtwr Cattnty
Al 'so Notified

State Uatorle Prasarvation Offlear
Kra. Eliaabatb & iaadou
Hon. Josaph D. BMVIJ BVOut | va Di Met or
1 Regional Director, North Atlantic Region g/&?avl\ésmﬁaggtt%nHlstartgtl cal GoM aal om
PR MWtt:coc  4/30/76 Boaton, Maaaaehtuatta 02106

INT: 2050-78



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

[I)NAME as it app””?

on federal registery

Oxford-Crown Mstoric District

pg) LOCATION street & number
reverse side

| OWNER gpRMUTE OSTATe QImNICIPUL gcOUNTY aftuLTI!>tfAFtD[RAIl(attncy name)

city / towj

I(2)OTHER NAMES.

WaqrcfiSter”

~ (p*_'/\V'/\i (o

| EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER DNHI "FUNDED '+Y B Bfo @CONGRESS."STRICT 3*

fnvm MTtwki ffidstti Kirfoite M\m\m
AInsjlitan;,,iM.MV...,.. . Ja
*~CONDITION » deteriorated
. excellent .

. ruins

good + unexposed

- fair * unexcavated .
ACCESS DYES-Restricted ~YES-Unrestricted

|@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE :

* ARCHEOLOGY-prelitoric2  + COMVERCES

¢ ARCHEOLOGr-histonc-I *  COMMUNICATIONS?

iD AGRICULTURE-3 ¢ CONSERVATIONS8
SAMARCHITECTURE-4 «  ECONOMICS9

« ART-5 ¢ EOUCATIONHO

I~ funotions
WHEN HSTORCALLY SIGNIAICANT:  COMMUNITY
CQURRENILY: COMMUNITY
1~architectural style(s):

faltered
e unaltered
* reconstructed Dunknown

excavated

ENGINEERING-11
ENTERTAINMENI-26
* EXPLORATION » 2
* HEALTH-2?
* INDUSTRY-13
* INVENTION-t4

No Access

fflorlgina,! site (~features:
* moved

« Unknown

vicinity of

|@AOAPTIVE USE DtES DNO #

state
W or cester

(*ADMINISTRATOR :

SOURCE of NOIVIINATION

53“3 of entry
county DNPS =&GON

Acounty cod.'.
-6-76

N. Atlantic

if state who prepared form?

* LOCAL
~NSUBSIANTIAU* IMTACI-1 ~gSUBSTANTIALLVINIACT-2
QDNOT IMTACT-O MOT INIACT-O

"GUNKNOWN-4 *GUNKNOWN-5
NOT APPLICABLE-7 SO N0 APPLICABIE-8

SAVED' DYES

+ LANDSCAPE ARCH- 15 « POLITICS/GOVT- 2L DRECREATION 28 7

¢ LAW- + REIGION-22 B5SSETTLEMENT-29 firsfo

* LTERATURETY + SCENCE 23 AMURBAN PLANNNG3L  + | dest’ »

+ MILITARY- 18 «  SOCIALUHUMANITARIAN-24  OTHER (SPECFY)

+ MUSIC- 19 « SOOAL /CUITURAL-30 only* e

«  PHILOSOPHY-?0 «  TRANSPORTATION-2i y
Ndates o initial construction: ii-'i&'jj "&"0 '

mijor alterations:
historic events:

Narohiteot:

imaster builder:

DPRIVAU ORGANZATON
ASUBSIANTIAIiflITACT-3
ODNQT INTACT - O
SGUNKNOWN-6

SO NI APPLICABLE - 9

IS PROPERTV A HISTORIC DISTRICT? Dyesaft.

NCLAIMS. explain

IETHNIC GROUP
ASSOCIATION

neer:

Cl assi cal
Ninterior decorator:

Greek Revival, Renai ssance Revival,

e landscape architect/ g*arden desi™er: Apui | der/contractor:

artist: partisan:

| NAMES giverole » date

Benjam n Butnman,' devel oper of Park Hill, purchased property i n 1818, forced t o abandon devel opnent +H after suf-
fering financial reverses during the pamic of 1837.
Maj or Daniel Ward, owned tract of Iand on which neighborhood devel oped during themd-18th C; subsequently, sold
property to Sheriff Gardner Chandler, who erected *H a mansion i nthe area.
*"NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP IM 70111C thhrMIHr,
»w«i<iliaaJaBfc--@lupjlLul RmiUal

I rfiTiinfiMt—>gM0p”-; MV planned as elegant residential coinmunity -to "by }iioc>m dr Pai'k AMAMA adgér financial reverses of
AXdeveloper, ajsoa?Aoveppdrt* Mftr modeat middle-class communitMyiitwtHf' iHIi'AV. mmi'lfAfr*-SU vh”~~AWorcester prew from
f small apricultural town into industrial citv retains fereMrivil Wag~residential character. " O/wi'Sto €UVCVW\

Vx.0svAiin A~ n

IP AnniTiryMAi GDAOP McmEN MInumnnR pilITOM RFUFRGPI



"NAME as
Oxford-Crown

g) LOCATION St
reverse side

Historic

Districtter/”

[(2)OTHER NAMES:
city / towj | vicinity of

Worcester"'

NATIONAL REG|STER DATA SHEET .

~g)da«e of entry: J</A=«"
> r 56-76:cion
MA Worcester N. Atlantic

X
Dip
VEO' DYES J IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DIS
-2
QARCHEOLOM _7
|ACF
>/5i*||CHi.Loiuiii.-4
+ AIlT-5 2
A i A IETHNIC  GROU
functions dal * ASSOCIATION
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: ~ COMMUNITY
ARENILY: COMMUNITY
ANarchitectural stylefs): [~arohiteot: Amaster builder: en”“neer:
Greek Revival, Renaissance Revival, Classical
Alajiu~c.i.pt,- iii cUiieci/ gbrden designer sorator: list. partisan: Abuilder/contractor:
INAMES give role & date
FERSONAL Benjamin Butman, developer of Park Hill, purchased property in 1818, forced to abandon development +H after suf-
fering financial reverses during the panic of 1837.
BVENTS Major Daniel Ward, owned tract of land on which neighborhood developed during the mid-18th C; subsequently, sold
INSTITUTION AIP:ropqty A t%, Sheriff Gardner Chandler, who erected in a mansion in the area.
ANATIONAL AeTf-A'—: - «eeTE-UP MWW - "t
«OlujjlLul Riivl*al
Area grew up as a nodest m ddle-class comunity during t he 1840*s and 1850's, when Worcester was transfornt,
from a small agricultural town toan industrial city, after original plans for creating an elegant residential community

to be known as Park Hill
the panic of 1837.

pre-Civil War residential character.

col lapsed as a result
Wth thelargest concentration of Greek Revival

of financial

reverses suffered by the devel oper,
architecturei nthecity,

Benj am n But man, during
thearea retainsits



5.  Roughly bounded by Chatham Congress, Cown, Pleasant, Oxford Sts. and Oxford PI.

26. Revival, Ronmanesque, Gothic Revival



I {y", -a ‘o y'
FORM A - AREA SURVEY Form Qumbers inthis area Area no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON n
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 130-0-1 130-0

1, Town Worcester

Name of area (if any) Oxford-Crown Historic

District
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"

Staple to left side of form 3, General date or period 1840s-1870s
Photo Qumber

4. |s area uniform (explain):
(Greek Revival, fnixed Victorian
in style? no and Victorian alterations)

in condition? no (poor to excellent)
in type of ownership? no (public & private)
in use? yes (residential)
5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic ;
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on FormB.

AREA IS LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, SEE= ATTACHED
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

DO NOT WRITE IN THISSPACE 6. Recorded by  see attached form
USGS Quadrant

Organization  see attached form
MHC Photo no.

Date information prepared August 1975

(over)



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The Oxford-Crown Historic District is listed an the National Register of
Historic Places, for further information sse attached form.

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds assessor's records,
early maps, etc.















Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



