


DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
SLEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED "ORIGINAL SITE
_GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE-
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

First Parish Church i slocated onTremnt Street andsited back from theroad on a
small rise. To thesouth of thechurch i stheMyflower Cenmetery; tothenorthare

the old town offices andthenewtown office building. Thesurrounding areai s

heavi |y wooded and mai ntained as a conservation area by t heDuxbury Rural and Historical
Society.

The rectangul ar plan church i s 86" deep, 66' wide with sidewalls 30" high. Thesteeple
is 127" high. Thegable of theridge roof faces east towards thestreet, and t heroof-
line i sdefined by anencircling entablature. Thefive bay wi de facade faces east

and i ssheathed in matched board. Bays aredefined by thesinple wide pilasters.

The three central bays contain entrances onthefirst level. Above these are 12
light sash. An oculus occupies thecenter of thegable pedinent.

A 3 stage tower rises fromtheridge of theroof, set back slightly from thefacade, ot®
The first stage i s2telescopingnmatched board sections, capped onall 4 sides bya
shal low triangular pediment. Above this i sthesecond stage which contains thebell.
This stage i sframed by paired engaged colums andflat pilasters at thecornersand
topped by an entablature. Above this i sanoctagonal drum with small wi ndows on

each elevation. Thedrumsteps i ntothespire.

The side elevations are 4 bays deep andsheathed i nclapboards. Long multi-Iight
wi ndows |ight theinterior.

The vast interior has no supporting colums duetoitsinverted framng. The pristine
auditorium is bathed i nlight andfurnishedwith white wainscotted box pews with
mahogany rails.

Attached t ot hechurch onthenorth i salarge ell-shaped parish house built i n 1958.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ARELIGION
— 1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
— 1600-1699 ALIMRCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALYNUMANITARIAN
— 1700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
~1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1840 BU LCEHR ARH TECT

STATEMENT OF S GN A CANCE

First Parish Church i s significant for itsarchitecture andfor itsrole i n the
history of Duxbury.

The First Church or Meeting House i n Duxbury was organized i n1632, signalingthe
per manence of what had previously been a tenporary settlement. Wth this event,

the settlers of thecommunity no |onger returned t oPlymouth for Sunday services

or the winter.

The congregation was gathered by Elder W IliamBrewster. Though Brewster was not
an ordained minister, he assisted the new group for five years.

The first meetinghouse was located on a corner of theold burying ground. The
present structure i sthefourth meetinghouse of this congregation and t hethird
on this site. | twas built i n1840 of native Duxbury pine and was designed t o
seat one thousand. The refined architecture, grand size, and handsone finish
represent itsassociationwith the height of Duxbury's sea-faringwealth.

In the Meeting-House bhell tower hangs the 1819 town bell for which thetown
contracted with the Revere Conpany who sub-contracted the bell toa former
Revere apprentice, George Handel Hol brook.

During the great Unitarian-Trinitarian split in New England, this congregation
becane Unitarian. The congregation nmerged with the Universalist Church i n 1961.
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