


DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

5LEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ O R I G I N A L SITE 

_GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE-

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

F i r s t Parish Church i s located on Tremont Street and sited back from the road on a 
small r i s e . To the south of the church i s the Mayflower Cemetery; to the north are 
the old town offices and the new town o f f i c e building. The surrounding area i s 
heavily wooded and maintained as a conservation area by the Duxbury Rural and H i s t o r i c a l 
Society. 

The rectangular plan church i s 86' deep, 66' wide with sidewalls 30' high. The steeple 
i s 127' high. The gable of the ridge roof faces east towards the street, and the roof­
l i n e i s defined by an encircling entablature. The f i v e bay wide facade faces east 
and i s sheathed i n matched board. Bays are defined by the simple wide p i l a s t e r s . 
The three central bays contain entrances on the f i r s t l e v e l . Above these are 12 
l i g h t sash. An oculus occupies the center of the gable pediment. 

A 3 stage tower rises from the ridge of the roof, set back s l i g h t l y from the facade, •t̂  
The f i r s t stage i s 2 telescoping matched board sections, capped on a l l 4 sides by a 
shallow triangular pediment. Above t h i s i s the second stage which contains the b e l l . 
This stage i s framed by paired engaged columns and f l a t p i l a s t e r s at the corners and 
topped by an entablature. Above t h i s i s an octagonal drum, with small windows on 
each elevation. The drum steps i n to the spire. 

The side elevations are 4 bays deep and sheathed i n clapboards. Long m u l t i - l i g h t 
windows l i g h t the i n t e r i o r . 

The vast i n t e r i o r has no supporting columns due to i t s inverted framing. The p r i s t i n e 
auditorium i s bathed i n l i g h t and furnished with white wainscotted box pews with 
mahogany r a i l s . 

Attached to the church on the north i s a large ell-shaped parish house b u i l t i n 1958. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

F i r s t Parish Church i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s architecture and for i t s role i n the 
history of Duxbury. 

The F i r s t Church or Meeting House i n Duxbury was organized i n 1632, signaling the 
permanence of what had previously been a temporary settlement. With t h i s event, 
the s e t t l e r s of the community no longer returned to Plymouth for Sunday services 
or the winter. 

The congregation was gathered by Elder William Brewster. Though Brewster was not 
an ordained minister, he assisted the new group for f i v e years. 

The f i r s t meetinghouse was located on a corner of the old burying ground. The 
present structure i s the fourth meetinghouse of t h i s congregation and the t h i r d 
on t h i s s i t e . I t was b u i l t i n 1840 of native Duxbury pine and was designed to 
seat one thousand. The refined architecture, grand size, and handsome f i n i s h 
represent i t s association with the height of Duxbury's sea-faring wealth. 

In the Meeting-House b e l l tower hangs the 1819 town b e l l for which the town 
contracted with the Revere Company who sub-contracted the b e l l to a former 
Revere apprentice, George Handel Holbrook. 

During the great Un i t a r i a n - T r i n i t a r i a n s p l i t i n New England, th i s congregation 
became Unitarian. The congregation merged with the Universalist Church i n 1961. 















ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered JUL 2 1 1Q7R 

Mame 

Half Way House 

Fir s t Parish Church 

Capron House 

Newell Farm 

Locke» Capt. Benjaailii, House 

Hawthorne Class Studio 

Biayer Public Library 

Location . . 

Chatham 
Barnstable County 

Durf>ury v i c i n i t y 
Plymouth County 

Attleboro 
Br i s t o l County 

Vest Newbury 
Essex County 

Arlington 
Middlesex County 

Provincetown 
Barnstable County 

Braintree 
Norfolk County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward W. Brooke 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 
Honorable Michael J. Hairrington 
Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Honorable James A. Burke 
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