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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site is located on a residential street in Pasadena, Calif, and occupies 
a corner lot that faces west on 1'arengo Avenue and is bordered on the north by 
Pleasant Street.

The Louis B. Easton House at number 530 is a story and a half bungalow of 
shingle and siding construction located on a rectangular lot sixty-six feet 
wide by one hundred ninety six feet long, with a ten foot easement granted to 
the properties located to the south and east of the lot. The foundation is 
composed of field stones and mortar as is the front and rear" porch walls. Some 
rot and termite damage was noted in roof eaves and bearing timbers at various 
places on the exterior.

The front door is composed of rough sawn redwood planks held together by 
hand-wrought iron hinges that exte&d the width of the door. Original porch 
light fixture and iron knocker are still in place.

The interior is composed of four major rooms in both the downstairs and 
upstairs levels. The downstairs includes a den, living room, dining room and 
kitchen and the upstairs is composed of four bedrooms. The upstairs has been 
altered somewhat with kitchenettes. One upstairs room has been added over a 
rear pergola.

The interior wood trim of the upstairs has been painted, which was not 
part of the original design.

The downstairs is in original condition with the exception of some painted 
wood trim in various rooms. All wood trim not painted is flat grain fir, 
stained. Most of the original fixtures, hardware and placements are still 
intact. Some termite damage is evident in the quarter-sawn oak floors and 
there is evidence of slight foundation settlement on the north side of the 
building.

All of the downstairs interior is designed in the Arts and Crafts mileau 
and is strongly influenced by Gustav otickley's Craftsman magazine. The 
living and dining rooms have built-in features which include a china and 
buffet cabinet, serving board, a secretary and an open book case. Also, on 
the west side of the dining room is located a built-in deacon's bench. All 
of the above prominently display "craftsman" joinery such as tenons with lock­ 
ing keys, raised dowels and hand-wrought hardware.

Located centrally on the north wall of the living room and on the south 
wall of the dining room is a fireplace which has a hearth in both rooms. It 
is composed of courses of brick and mortar and uses clinker brick to form 
part of the outside border and a subtle "craftsman" design above the wooden 
mantle. The fireplace must be considered as one of the striking features of 
the house.

Structural beams are exposed in the ceilings and interior walls so that 
one feels the strong influence of the concept of ''form and function." As one 
client said of Saston's work: "There are no fake beams or posts in the house, 
every stick of timber is just what it appears to be and does just what it 
seems to be doing." 1

Located at,the rear of the property is a two car garage designed in the 
board and batten style common to Pasadena at the turn of the century. The 
condition of this building is fair.

1 Laura Pinkie Johnson, "A California Bungalow Planned for Comfort," 
Craftsman, V. 23. (1912-1913). p. 215.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Louis B. Eastern House at number 530 So. Marengo Ave., built in 1905> is 

significant for its historic association with the Arts and Crafts Movement, 
with which Pasadena was prominently identified at the turn of the century, and 
is also significant for the excellence of its craftsmanship and design, *-"""

Saston arrived in Pasadena in 1902 at a time when her architects and 
designers were just beginning to use the Arts and Crafts vernacular. Using 
his background in manual training and stimulated by his interest in the Arts 
and Crafts movement, he went into business as a contractor/builder in 1905• 
His sign, located in his front yard, indicated he would contract for bungalows 
and furniture.-*•

One of the first' bungalows he designed and built was number 530 So. Maren­ 
go, located next to his own home. On this point, Gebhard and Winter state:

East on built ;#5*fO for his own residence, improving upon 
a plan he found in a book. But according to the story, 
which should be true even if it is not, he cast av/ay precedent 
and relied on his own intelligence in designing #530, easily 
recognized as the better of the two. #530 is a simple, well- 
built house in the Swiss Chalet version of Craftsman archi- «£--"" 
tecture and is the first in the line of very fine Craftsman 
houses by Easton....2

The number of Easton houses in the Pasadena area is probably twenty-five, most 
of which are gone today. Easton and his farhily left the Pasadena area in 1914•

Louis Saston houses c'ombine design and cratsmanship in a way that most 
bungalows in the area didn't. In number 530, one easily recognizes Faston's 
background as a manual arts teacher. Complex joinery such as hand-cut mortise~ 
and tenons, butterfly and scarf-joints and extended dowels are in abundance 
in both the interior and exterior. This craftsmanship, coupled with his 
original designs of the fireplace, hardware and lighting fixtures, represent >.- 
the highest ideals of the Craftsman Movement. All of the other buildings he 
designed in the area seern to be variations of this first one. Although number 
530 was never given national recognition, many of his later homes were featured 
in Gustav Stickley's Craftsman magazine.^

Recently much interest has been generated by preservationists to restore 
this historic structure to its original state. The buyer of this property has 
indicated he intends to destroy the building.

See continuation sheet for footnotes.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The lot forms a rectangle from the corner of Pleasant Street and So. Marengo 
Avenue (Oscar Freeman subdivision), measuring sixty-six ft. south and one 
hundred ninety six ft. east. The last ten ft. at the east end of the property 
is composed of an easement granted to the properties to the south and east 
of the lot.
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Footnotes:

Regarding Faston's interest in the Arts and Crafts, he had displayed his 
furniture designs in the 1903 Handicraft Exhibit of the Chicago Art Institute, 
and his wife was the sister of Slbert Hubbard, founder of the Roycrofters of 
East Aurora. See Andersen, Moore and Winter, California Design;1910» p. 127.

2 David Gebhard and Robert V/inter, A Guide to Architecture in Los Angeles
and Southern California (Peregrine Smith, Inc., 1977), p. 339«

3For a fuller discussion of Saston's designs see Craftsman Karch, 1908,
pp. 682-688; August 1908, pp. 53*f-538 and November, 1912, pp. 218-220.


