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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION © 1720 - 1723
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116

Town Worcester

Nare of Area (if any) Perry Avenue
Historic District

Present Use residential

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black
& white) Indicate on back

of each photo street addresses General Date or Period ca. 1930
for buildings shown. Staple to
left side of form.

General Condition ver-/ qood to excellent

Acreage .76 Acres
Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the , o
area indicating properties within it. Recor ded by M chael  Steinitz
Number each property for which individual
inventory forms have been completed. Organi zation for ML
Label streets including route numbers, if
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate Date Decenber 1988

sheet if space here is not sufficient).
See Attached Map.

The Perry Avenue Historic District includes 4 residential buildings and one
noder n garage. | t s boundaries follow thehistoric subdivision boundaries of the
four building lots of thedistrict. To thenorth, thedistrict i sbounded by

the rear | ot lines of Seynour Street buildings. The three-deckers opposite

the district onthe west side of Perry Avenue date from an earlier phase of
three-decker construction. These buildings, andthose tothesouth of the
district on Perry Avenue have lost their architectural integrity as a result

of alterations andt heapplication of nmodern siding.

Contributing/ Non-contributing status
Buildings: 4C INC

UMREHHENE A 19/269160/ 4680950
B 19/269130/ 4680670
C 19/ 269090/ 4680880

D 19/269120/4680960
LB QAONGEE v/ /orcester  South

SCALE 1:25,00G



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Perry Avenue Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. |t i ssignificant
as arepresentativesubdivisionfrom the |ast phase of three-decker infill
construction on the |lower slopes of Vernon Hill on the city's East Side.

Originally owned and occupied by Polish andLithuanian blue-collar families,

the houses of the Perry Avenue Historic District also represent a rare surviving
row of unusually well-preserved three-deckers witn Col onial Revival and
Craftsman style details popular i nthe final period of local three-decker
construction i nthe late 1920s. The Perry Avenue Historic District thus neets
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

ARH TECTURAL. S GONH CANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of
other areas within the conmunity.

The four three-deckers of the Perry Avenue Historic District represent a
remarkably intact group of well-detailed houses from the last phase of local
three-decker construction. Fine exanples of the eclectic Colonial Revival/
Craftsman style popular in the 1920s, the houses ar eset atop steeply sloping
front yards that enhance the vertical dimension of their forms. The row
consists of twoalternating pairs of designs. Al | the houses have gable roofs
with pediments i nthe main facade, andwi de roof cornice overhangs with
regularly spaced brackets.: Al |l four also have three-story front bay w ndows
flanked by three-tier porches, andal |l retain 6/1 and 4/ 1 sash wi ndows. n
49 and 53 Perry Avenue the three-tier porches ar erecessed, ar e supported

by paired andtriple square colums, and have arched openings. The houses ar e
clad in clapboard, with shingles on the porches andin wi de bands between
stories on the bay w ndows and along the side walls. @Qn 51 and 55 Perry Avenue,

( CONTI NUED)

HSTARCAL SANF CANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

The rowof four three-deckers of the Perry Avenue Historic District represent
th2 last phase of resid-intial infill on the |ower western slope of Vernon Hill,
as well as the last era of three-decker constructionin Wrcester. Built ca.
1928 i n a neighborhood domnated i nthe late 19th century by Irish families,
the Perry Avenue houses were owned andprimarily occupied by working-class

fam lies of Poles and Lithuanxans, groups that increasingly resided on the
hillslope by the 1920s. Thefirst owner of 49 Perry Avenue was John Ringiewicz,
a laborer, who resided here. Tenants included FranK Leary, a weaver; and
Margaret Murphy. Thomas Magi erovski, another |aborer, owned 51 Perry Avenue

in 1928. Occupants i nthat year included Anthony Sonowski and M chael M chal ak,
both wireworkers; and James Onod Jr., a "physical director." The owner of

53 Perry Avenue i n1928was Walter Szczepanik, a die fixer, who also lived here.
Tenants included John Connor, a railroad platform man; and Charles Strobel, a

machinist. Antoni Kisten, a wireworker, owned 55 Perry Avenue. Kisten lived
nearby on South Ward Street. Residents of 55 Perry Avenue included Frank
Chipas, a tailor; WIlliamTregis, a taxi driver; John Kwi atkowski, a clinkerman

at the gas works; Anthony Crul, a barber; andlsador M kol owski, who worked for
the Beacon Heating Conpany.

B BLI G3=APHY and/ or REFERENES t
Worcester Directory, .'orcester House Directory,1928,1930.

J.. GrViahan et al., Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. .



INVBNTORY FOR}* CONTINUATION SHEET Cdlidluniuy: Form No:
MASSACHEETTS HISTORICAL CO-MISSION VJorces ter
Office of the Secretary, Bostor. Pt

t"operty Name Perry Ave. HD
Indicate each item on inventory form vhiai is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (Cont)

the three-tier porcheseproject from the main facade, and ar e capped by a
projecting pedimented gable. On thefirst story, theporches also extend
the full length of thefacade, andwith their shingled support piers, give

these houses a distinctly Craftsman apppearance. The houses arecladi n
shingle on the main facade and clapboard on t heside walls.

Staple to Inventory form at botrom



M B A LOF
5-34-27&28

5-34-41
5-34- 42
5-34-43

MC #
1720

1721
1722
1723

D STR CT' DATA SHET
AERY ABNE H STAR C O STR CT
VIRESTEHR MSSAHEETTS

H STCR C NAME
Ryngl ewi cz Thr ee- Decker
/ gar age

Magi er owski Thr ee- Decker
Szczepani k Thr ee- Decker

Kl st en Thr ee- Decker

ADTRESS

49 Perry Avenue

51 Perry Avenue
53 Perry Avenue

55 Perry Avenue

TOTAL:

DATE
cl 928

cl 928
cl 928
cl 928

SIYLE
ol . Rev.

Craft sman
Col . Rev.

Craft sman

STATLE -ESARE

1-B
1-NB

1-@B
1-B
1-@B

4 Contributing Buildings
1 Noncontributing Building
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI' S Reference Number: 89002367 Date Listed: 02/09/90
Perry Avenue Historic District Worcester MA
Property Nanme County State

Worcester Three-Deckers TR Worcester MRA
Mul tiple Nane

This property is listed i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

Date of Action

Anmended Items i n Nomi nation:

Acconmpanyi ng Documentation;
The approriate scale for thesketch map i s1"=100".

This information was confirmed by AnnTait, MASHQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGI STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON:  NOM NATI ON

PROPE Perry Avenue Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE Wor cester Three-Deckers MA
NAME:

STATE & GOUNTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Wbrcester
DATE RECEI VED: 12/ 26/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 1/ 09/ 90
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 1/ 25/ 90 DATE OF 45TH DAY 2/ 09/ 90
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST;
REFERENCE NUMBER 89002367
NOM NATCR STATE
REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROERAM UWNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N
OMMENT WAl VER: N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS!

RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EVEI ; 2 -
DI SCI PLI

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conmments YA see attached SLR(~Y?



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statenment of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage Mverbal boundary description
U\s boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch naps NBD nmaps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

o
Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to ?
Phone

Si gned Dat e


















Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVluitipie Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64000305



