


7. Original owne (if knoan)

Original use

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  S*mp
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts sttlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (indude explanation o themes checked above)

This i s the nmuch remodel | ed Coolidge farmhouse,
one of five structures of some antiquity surviving

on thehill. Lo
In 1821 Josiah Coolidge bought 33-1/2 acres of .

S land and began t obuild the house the next year, starting
with theell. | twas completely finished by 1828,

The original Federal house has been altered greatly
over the years: theroof |line was changed, dormers
were added, and the twosides of the front porch
were enclosed and nade into bays.

Because of the extensive alterations, the house

Is more significant?*a study of t he devel opnent of
o a house over a period of 150 years than as an

exanpl e of Federal architecture.

It isalso thelast remant of the last surviving farm
in Canbridge t osuccunb t odevelopnment. Until the early
twentieth century, the. Coolidge Farm preserved the farm
open spaces which once typified Canbridge.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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INVE N TAKY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: I;orm No:

MSS/ Q) LEETTS H STCRI QU MM I SS ON Old Cambridge C
Office 0L the Secretary, Boston I1.B.9
Property Name Josiah Coolidge House

Indicate each itemon inventory formvrfiich i s being continued bel ow.

The Josiah Coolidge House i s associated with the Josiah Coolidge
Farm which occupied a drumlin on the banks of the Charles River within
sight of Harvard Square until i twas sold for subdivision in 1910. |t
was the last working farm i n Canmbridge, and the last of the O d Canbridge
estates to be subdivided. The following description of the area i s drawn
from Report Four: O d Canbridge of the Survey of Architectural History
in Canbridge:

AN

The history as WeII as the location of Coolidge Hill sets i t sonewhat
apart from Brattle Street. Here, at what |ater became known as
Gerry's Landing, the bank of t#ie Charles River offered a firm landing
place, and i t was near this point that Sir Richard Saltonstall in

16 30 established the first Watertown settlement.

Until Memorial Drive was extended through to Fresh Pond Parkway in
1946, tihis valley was neadow and |eading down to the Charles River.

Wien the initial settlers removed toward Watertown Square after
1635 the allotmentswere gatJriered into farms by a few remaining

fam lies. Most of Coolidge Hill was acquired .by the Samuel Thatcher
fam ly, i n whose possession"ife-"emained until 1793. Onned |ater by

El bridge Gerry - and thus briefl-y annexed to El mwod estate -i t

canme eventually into the hands of Josiah Coolidge and his son Joseph,
who kept the farmtogether until World VWr |, except for some 11 acres
sold in 1865 to the city for the- Canbridge Cemetery. The last remant
of the farm disappeared in 1924. ''Near what had earlier been an

access road to a farm further south on the river, Coolidge Avenue
was laid out in 1830 and becanme the boundary of the newly founded

M. Auburn Cenmetery. o)
Partitioning of Coolidge Hill began in 1910 with sales of the |ower
meadows t o Browne and Nichols School and in 1925 to Shady Hill School;

the eastern crest was purchased by the Forbes famly in 1910 and
devel oped as a family enclave. The nore intensive subdivision of
the hill's northern slope as Coolidge Hill Road took place in 1915,
while larger hilltop lots were laid out in 1924.

Surrounded by cemeteries, school grounds, and a traffic artery,
Coolidge Hill is very nmuch of an island, and i tis further protected
by one-way streets that seemonly to lead '"out'. As a result, the
district's streets are as quiet as they were forty years ago and
their layout [Prof. Henry V. Hubbard of Pray, Hubbard & White] at -
tains the same picturesque informality as Larchwood, although the
houses on top of the hill are larger. Like Larchwood [a nearby
devel opment of 1915], they provide a perfect locality i nwhich to
study and conpare high-grade residential building before and after

the First World Wr. . j. o e N
f(see over - continuation)
Staple to Inventory form at bott,,
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" Though the 17t h-centurg{ That cher farnhouse near the coner of Coolidge Avenue
|

and M. Auburn Street disappeared i n 1831, five other structures of sone
antiquity survive on the hill. Nunbers 8 and 10 Coolidge Hill Road are the
service wing and main Pomon (separatedi n 1936) of the Wdow One' s house.
Thi's buil di n? began life in 1807 as astore across the parkway, on the grounds
of the Hone orAﬂed Peopl e; two years later it ws noved toits present site
and adapted as a house. Its bam (6 Coolidge Hill Road) was renodel ed as a
residence i n 1900 by Ralph Adans Gam The two Cool i dge houses al so survive:
24 Coolidge Hill Road (1822, remodel ed 1900) and 34 Cool i dge Avenue built in
1856. And finally, there isthetrimlittle Federal house of 1801 at 144
Coolidge Hill, noved here in 1929, from|S Appian Vdy.

In 1821 Josi ah Cool i dge bought 332 acres of |and which included the present
24 Cool idge Hill Road. Hebegan to build the house next Jlear, starting with the
ell.  Work on the major portion of the house probably di dnot beginuntil 1825
since Coolidge was not taxed for anew house until 1826. It was finished by
1828, the last year it was taxed as a "new " house.

~Inits present form the Josiali Coolidge House reflects the gradual
residential devel opment of Coolidge Hill during the 19th century. Constructed
in the 1820's i nthe Geek Revival style, it ws later renodeled with jerkin-
headed Pabl es and front porches. C 1900, just before fianl subdivision of
the Coolidge Farm it assuned its present form Alterations carried out in 1900
included renoval of ajerkin-headed cross gable and subsitution of three dorners;
encl osure of the porches, retaining the original triglyph detailing on the fireze
boards; and addition of two bay w ndows on the north end of the house. These
alterations clearly changed the original Federal character of house, as shown

on the acconpanyi ng photo of about 1870. The architect of the alterationsis
unknown.

Because of the extensivealterations, the house i snot significant as an
exanpl e of Federal architecture. |tis, however, aninteresting study of the
devel opment of a house over aperiod of 150 years. *

~ The Coolidge Ifouse i s significant under Criterion Afor its association
with the Coolidge Farmand the devel opment of this section of Canbridge.
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