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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Zebulon Smith House is one of two of the earliest known Gr$é(
Revival temple style homes in Maine. Erected in 1832, it stands on'Summer
Street in Bangor, near both the Bangor House hotel of 1833-34 and the citys
historic riverfront.

The Smith House is two and a half stories and is rectangular in form.
It possesses a grantie foundation, front and rear walls of wood, side walls
of brick, and wooden potico and roof construction. Original sash appears
on all the windows.. The facade has a large Grecian portico. Four massive
wooden fluted columns with Ionic capitals support an entablature and a
triangular pediment. The Ionic.entablature is carried out with its archi-
trave, frieze, and cornice. The triangular pediment is recessed. Around
its perimeter is a cornice molding and a series of dentils. The pediment
is further outlined with a fascia board. The pediment is matched boarded
and has a fanlight in the center. Molding surrounds the fanlight, and a
keystone is found at the center of its arch. The fanlight is a Federal

style feature which has been carried over in this early Greek Revival house.

Behind the columnade of the portico stands thé front wall of the house.

This is divided into three bays by four wooden pilasters. The pilasters
have wooden bases and wooden caps, each of which displays moldings. The
two outer pilasters reach from the porch to the entablature of the portico.
The two inner pilasters are the same height-as the outer ones. However,
unlike the outer ones, they do not adjoin the entablature at the top. In-
stead, each one supports a large wooden- square, with a circular motif,
which reaches to the roof of the portico.

Each of the three bays of the front wall is sheathed in matched board-
ing. On the first story the central bay contains a doorway comprised of
a door with a panel and sidelights on either side. The door and sidelights
are enframed with Greek Revival moldings and corner blocks. The left and
right bay each have a three part window identical in treatment to the door-
way itself with the exception that a large panel and a window appear where
the door is situated. On the second story, each of the three bays has a
window enframed in Greek Revival molding and corner blocks.

The two side walls are identical in treatment. Each of the two storie
has four windows, all of which have a plain granite sill and lintel set in
the brick wall. On both sides the cornice continues from the facade. Two
tall brick chimnies project from the right wall, while those on the Teft
wall have been removed.

The Zebulon Smith House is a stately early Greek Revival home with
virtually all of its original features intact. Like its counterpart, the
Charles I. Clapp House in Portland, it played an important role in intro-
ducing the Greek Revival Temple style to Maine.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Zebulon Smith House lies in its architec-
tural merits. Built in 1832, this house and the Charles Q. Clapp House
of 1832, in Portland (Nat'l Register February 23, 1972) are the two
earliest known temple style Greek Revival houses in the- State of Maine.
Thus, the Zebulon Smith House is not only important to the architectural
history of Bangor, but is significant to the architectural history of
the entire State of Maine.

Zebulon Smith was a Bangor Merchant of whom nothing substantial is
yet known. To have had a house 1ike this one built for him in the 1830's}
he must have been a very prosperous man. With our ongoing program of
research, further 1light will be shed on Zebulon Smith as time progresses.




Notes supplied by James B. Vickery, Bangor Historian

Bangor Tax Records, Fogler Library, University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
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