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Tomn Worcester
Address 69 Piedmont Street

Historic Kare Clara Simoson
Thr ee- Decker

Uss Present residential
Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Dateca. 1888
Source V Jorcester House Directory
Style Italianate stvle Three-Decker
Architect i;nknn'vn
Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard

Outbuildings none

Magjor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition very aood

Moved Date
Acreage | ess than 1/4 acre

Setting Late 19th/earlv 20th centurv
urban, m xed commercial and

residential street

Recorded by Michael Steinitz

Organization Clark University

Date Mav 19 80

Revised by M chael Steinitz for MHG 12/

88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Clara Sinpson Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant as a
representative exanple of theearliest phase of three-decker devel opment i n'
the Piedmont neighborhood, an ethnic, working-class area of multi-family
housing that extended west of downtown i nthelate 19th century. It i salso
one of thebest preserved, well-detailed Italianate style three-deckersi n

this area of thecity. The Sinpson Three-Decker thus nmeets criteria A andC
of theNational Register of Historic Places on thelocal Ilevel.

ARCH TECTURAL S QN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interns of
other buildings within the comunity. %

Architecturally, 69 Piedmont Street i sa remarkably well-preserved, finely
detailed example, representativeof local Italianate three-decker construction-
in thelate 1880s. The building i sclad with wood clapboard, and has t he
typical hip roof. The house also has t hecharacteristic side-hall plan, with

a side-wall jog. The asymmetrical main facade features a full-length, first-
floor porch, with chanfered posts and heavy, curved, decorative support
brackets, a feature very common i nt heneighborhood. The roof cornice overhang

shelters paired, decorative brackets, and a simple frieze cf narrow, vertical
bands. Wndows are?2/2 sash, with simple crowns.

HSTCGR CAL SIGN FI CANCE Explain the role owlers played i nlocal or state history and how the
building relates tothe devel opnent of the comunity.

The Sinpson Three-Decker was built ca. 1888 inthe mxed Irish and French-
Canadi an, working-class residential district that was then developing to the
west of downtown Worcester. The earliest known owner (1890) of thebuilding
was Clara C Sinpson, whose residence i n1900 was |isted as Fram ngham By
1910, t hebuilding was owned by John T. Fennelly, a molder, who residedat
this address through 1930. The earliest known residents (1888) included
Herbert Howe, a clerk; Louis Lundin, a shoemaker; Nelson Lundin, an

uphol sterer; and Francis X DO Latour, a clerk- Residents i n1920, besides
Fennelly, included David Feehenny, a bookeeper; and Harry Spring, a shipper.
Tenants i n 1930 included John Mdynagh; and Harry Hol mes, a beltm aker.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1888, 1890 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930
L.J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.
J. Callahan et al ., 6 Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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