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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The H. H. Bennett house, built in 1863, is a fine straightforward Greek
Revival structure typical of its period in the Midwest. The two-story
frame building, with a full pediment at the front gable end, has single
story wings at the left side and rear of the house. The gable end of
the side wing is also pedimented and has a hip-roofed portico along the
front side with simple square columns for support.

The front entry, at the left, is rectangular and surmounted by a
denticulated cornice, echoing the cornice below the eaves of the house.
The entryway, slightly inset, is a six-paneled single door with side-
lights and a transom. The windows are 6/6 double hung sash and have
wooden lintels and sills and louvered shutters (being painted when photo
was taken.)

The Bennett house has been restored recently by the present owners. Its
exterior remains relatively unaltered. The roof has been taken off and
replaced with wood shingles. Only two interior changes have been made
since H. H. Bennett lived there -- one wall has been removed and a
fireplace added.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The

Henry Hamilton Bennett house is significant because it is one of the few

houses remaining in Wisconsin Dells that date from the 1860's and is probably
the best example of Greek Revival architecture in its locale. It was built in
1863 by Jacob Weber, postmaster of Kilbourn. The house also has associative
significance as the home during the later but still highly productive years of

one

of the United States' outstanding photographers of the nineteenth century.

Through his photography, Bennett recorded a pictorial history of Wisconsin that
contributed significantly to the state's growth and its recognition throughout
the country. Bennett purchased the house in November 1891, and it remained in

his

family until 1971.

Bennett's home was his principal operating base when he was not in the field. He

was

never much interested in photographic portraits and left the rumning of the

commercial studio to his two successive wives while he explored and photographed

the

inlets, cliffs, and caves of the Dells of the Wisconsin River. By canoe,

mule-pack, and rowboat, he traveled into seldom seen areas.J His stereoscopic
views of Wisconsin and the Dells, which he began marketing in 1868, were sold

all

over the world and did much to promote tourism into the state. Twenty-four

dozen of his slides were sent to the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition in 1876.

A skilled technician and inventor, Bennett not only built his own cameras but also
devised such improvements for them as high speed shutters and special lens mounts.
As a result, he was widely known for the quality of his pictures as well as for
their beauty.>® Bennett also originated methods for printing, trimming, washing,

and

mounting pictures.

When he died in 1908, he left beéind an almost complete collection of his
negatives. These are still held at his studio in Wisconsin Dells.
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